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PREFACE. 


Within the last few months public attention has been directed 
in a striking manner to England’s Colonies ; their wealth and 
their strength are just objects of pride to every loyal 13 riton, 
and any action which tends to overshadow their greatness is 
looked upon as a blow struck at the integrity of the Empire. 
A certain amount of jealousy has been evinced at the attempts 
made by other nations to extend their Colonial possessions, 
and France has come in for no small share of public odium 
for her freshly-developed views on Colonial expansion. From 
the Colonial history of France we may learn many a valuable 
lesson. • ' . .*"■ 

The rapidity with wdiich the Colonial Ebapire founded by 
Louis XIV. crumbled to pieces under the unskilfully conducted 
expeditions of our Naval and Military Forces should teach us 
the necessity for inaugurating such a scheme of Imperial 
Defence as shall effectually prevent a' like humiliation overtak- 
ing Great Britain. 

In the system wLich gives the Colonies Representation in 
the Senate and the Chambers may, perhaps, he found a solu- 
tion of that vexed question, an Imperial Parliament, and out 
of the many plans propounded by French Ministers of War 
may he found a royal road for the construction of a Foreign 
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Service Army which shall obviate the necessity of garrisoning 
our distant stations with half-trained and half-grown lads. 

I do not profess to put the book forw^ard as a complete 
history of Colonial France— of its many shortcomings no one 
is more sensible than I am ; but as Colonial matters are noAV 
claiming some share of public interest, I would fain hope that 
“Colonial France” may meet with some readers who will 
judge its defects lightly, and maybe find some interest and 
possibly some instruction in the dryness of its details. 

0. B. N. 
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CHAPTEB I. 

HISTOBICAL SUMMARY AND FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION. 

The Oolonies of France — Early Explorations of French Voyagers — 
Richelieu’s Efforts to Colonize — Oolbei't’s Policy — Goveniors- 
General and Intendants — Changes in Colonial Administration owing 
to the Revolution — Present Constitution — Gonseils Prives — Oonseils 
Genoraux — Contributions furnished by Colonies to the State Budget 
— Contribution by State to Colonial Budgets — Local Budgets-Re- 
serve Funds — Financial Officers — Colonial Banks. 

The Colonial policy of France has under the Third Republic 
taken a fresh lease of life ; past failures have been tacitly buried 
in oblivion, past successes exhumed from the musty volumes of 
monarchical history, and the people of France persuaded 
through the medium of a subsidized press that the regenera- 
tion of the country is possible only through an extension of 
her colonial system. Fresh homes will be created for the hons 
peres de fcmille, fresh outlets found for French commerce, fresh 
scenes for French glory. 

Animated with this idea vast tracts have been added to the 
dominions of France ; including the recent acquisitions of Tunis 
and Annam, her colonies may now be said to contain 500,000 
square miles of territory, with 25 , 000,000 inhabitants. 

In Asia, they comprise the minor settlements of Pondicherry, 
Chandernagore, Mahe and Karikal, in the East Indies ; whilst 
the whole eastern portion of the peninsula of Further India is 
now under the dominion of the Tricolour. Cochin-China was 
wrested from the King of Annam in 18GO; A nn am proper, 
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Tonkin and Cambodia were placed under French protection 
after long-protracted and costly military operations twenty 
years later. 

In Africa there are Senegal, Gaboon, some petty tracts on 
the Gold Coast, together with the islands of Mayotte, Nossi 
Be, Reunion and Madagascar; for though the treaty of 1885, 
•which closed the war that had been waged between the Republic 
and the Queen of that island, expressly omitted any mention 
of the word Protectorate, France roundly asserts her claim to 
the whole of Madagascar — a claim based on treaties which surely 
haYe lapsed by the effluxion of time. Lastly, in June, 1886, 
the Comores group, lying to the north-west of Madagascar, 
were also formally annexed. 

In America the colonies consist of the penal settlement of 
French Guiana, the West Indian islands of Martinique, 
Guadaloupe, and other dependencies, together with the fishing 
stations of St. Pierre and Miquelon, off Newfoundland. 

In the Pacific, the conYict establishment of New Caledonia, 
the islands of Tahiti and the Marquesas, and possibly ere 
these pages see the light the New Hebrides group may haye 
been added to the list of French possessions. 

Both from a legislative and financial point of view, there is 
a great similarity in the laws under which these various colonies 
are governed. But before proceeding to a detailed description 
of each dependency, it may be of interest to summarize as 
clearly as may be the principal points which are common to 
all, and to give a brief history of the rise and fall of France as 
a Colonial Power. 

Englishmen are justly proud of the position occupied by 
their country as the sovereign Power on whose dominions it 
has with truth and pride been said that the sun never sets, and 
we are apt with less truth to deride the pretensions of the 
French to any aptitudes for colonization. Yet the veriest tyro 
in European history must know that for many years French 
explorers marched side by side with Englishmen, even if they 
did not distance them, in the discovery of far-off lands, and that 
for close upon two centuries the foreign possessions of France 
equalled, if they did not surpass, our own. 
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So far back as the middle of the fourteenth century, in the 
reign of Charles V., the merchants of Eouen and the hardy 
seamen of Brittany and Normandy joined together in expedi- 
tions as daring and as perilous as any of which our own naval 
annals can boast. In little barques not measuring a hundred 
tons, they scoured the Mlantic, and brought back to the markets 
of the Seine the rich produce of the African Gold Coast and 
the fruits of the Western Isles, Bor close on half a century 
(1364-1410) Norman merchants had establishments at Elmina, 
Fantin, Cormontin, and other spots on the west of the Dark 
Continent, long before British mariners had ever visited those 
shores. Scarcely a hundred years elapsed before another 
Norman sea captain, Paulmier de Gonneville, doubled the Cape 
of Good Hope and visited Australia (this was about the year 
1608) ; and twenty-five years later Parmentier returned to 
Dieppe freighted with the spices of the Malaccas and the ebony 
of Madagascar. About the same time (1586) Jacques Cartier 
of St. Malo hoisted his country’s flag on the shores of New- 
foundland, and instituted the fisheries off that coast — fisheries 
which to-day constitute much of the wealth of Brittany. In 
the reign of Henri IV. private discoverers began to receive 
royal patronage and official assistance which in the previous 
reigns had been denied them. Brazil and Louisiana were 
discovered, and efforts made to establish regular commerce 
between these distant countries and France. Companies were 
founded for the development of their trade, but no attempt, as 
yet, was made to promote emigration. The merchants who 
interested themselves in the matter looked only to the imme- 
diate present, and the Government was blind to the possibilities 
of a future. 

In 1598 Henri IV., by Eoyal Letters Patent, appointed M. de 
la Eoche Governor- General of Canada, and entrusted him with 
a mission to establish a colony in those regions, and implant 
there the Catholic faith. 

In 1600 a similar patent was granted to a Company for the 
development of Sumatra, Java, the Malaccas, and the East 
Indies. 

The efforts of the King were not crowned with success. In 

B 2 
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Canada complaints and quarrels arose between tbe Breton 
fisherman and M. de la Roche’s emigrants ; and thongli the 
latter actually founded a colony in the island of St. Croix, the 
pressure brought to bear upon the King was such as to result 
in the return of the emigrants, chiefly merchants and traders, 
with a powerful admixture of the adventurer element. Their 
opponents sat in high places. Sully threw the whole weight of 
his influence against the enterprise ; — “I must include amongst 
the acts done in defiance of my opinion the despatch of the 
colonists to Canada this year. No sort of success is to bo 
hoped for, no riches can be drawn from those countries in the 
new world which lie beyond the fortieth degree of latitude.” 

The death of Henri IV. following on the open hostility of 
his minister to these far-off projects, was but the precursor of 
tlieir dowmfall. Hardy and bold as the sailors of Brittany and 
Normandy w'ere, ever ready to set forth in quest of fresh 
worlds, their compatriots inland w'ere by no means prepared to 
incur expatriation in order to aid in the commercial develop'* 
ment of new provinces across the seas. There was but one 
class in France willing to turn from the mother country and 
seek fresh homes in happier climes, where religious perse- 
cutions w’ere unknowm, and where all would be free to worship 
as they chose ; but the naiwow’- policy of Richelieu and the 
machinations of a priest-ridden ministry forbad the introduc- 
tion of any but the Catholic faith into the colonies of France. 
Thus the very element, the off-shoots of a State religion which 
have been the mainstay and prop of our owm distant settle- 
ments, w’as forbidden to the new province of France. 

Tempted by the marvellous successes attained by the Butch 
East India Company at the commencement of the seventeenth 
century, the French, under the guidance of Richelieu, lent them- 
selves with renewed energy to the formation of fresh com- 
mercial undertakings — undertakings which w'ore to connect 
more closely the trade of distant lands with the commerce of 
the home markets. 

One of the earliest of these was '‘La Compagnie de la 
Nacelle, de Saint Pierre fleurdelis^e,” which had for its object, 
as stated in its charter, “ To establish in the kingdom of France 
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a great trade in all tlie objects to be found in tliose countries, 
and to establish in them fisheides, dockyards for the construc- 
tion of ships, and depots for other manufactures which are 
unknown in those regions, to develop the value of those terri- 
tories which now return but little profit, and to thoroughly 
explore all localities over which the flag of I’rance flies. To 
establish foundries, mines for gold, silver and iron, to prosecute 
journeys into the interior of these lauds and into the neigh- 
bouring States, to attract population to them, establishing 
colonists in suitable places, such as Canada and North America, 
and to trade and traffic in all countries which have not shown 
themselves hostile to our sovereign.” 

The results of this company were as infinitesimal as its 
intentions were grandiose : abroad as well as at home it effected 
nothing but the ruin of its supporters. The sanguine minister, 
however, was in no way discouraged. Whilst the anger of the 
members of “ ha Compagnie de la Naeclle do Saint Pierre Jleur- 
delisee ” was still smouldering, llicbelieu travelled down to 
Brittany, and there collecting round him the enterprising mer- 
chants of the west coast, he founded one more equally gigantic 
enterprise, equally vague in its scope, equally doomed to 
failure. 

This company was styled “ La Compagnie de Morhilumi’ and 
again, to quote a charter, “ The shareholders were granted the 
privilege of possessing lands in North America, whether on 
the continent or on islands and other places which they may 
conquer, the King alone reserving the right of homage. The 
Company will be permitted to take out of France all persons 
r who may volunteer for service under this charter, to enrol and 

to arm them, as w’-eli as all rogues and vagabonds whom the 
agents of the Company may impress.” 

It is easy to understand how quickly the Company of Mor- 
biliaii attained failure. Its directors thought only of enriching 
themselves by the sale of lands and monopolies which never 
luul, find never could have had, any existence. In fact no real 
efforts at colonization were made, the clause as to the com- 
■|)nlsery emlairkation of all rogues and vagabonds — a power 
wliicb , j’ udiciously used, might have led to the happic'si results — 
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remained a dead letter. In the seven years during which the 
Company dragged on an existence solely for the purpose of 
enriching the one hundred directors, only forty colonists were 
introduced into Canada. 

Warned, though undismayed, by this second failure, Eichelieu 
continued the grant of patents to new Companies on every 
hand. 

In 1626 a grant was accorded to two worthy merchants of 
Dieppe — d’Enambue and du Bossy — who in the previous year 
had visited the islands of Saint Christopher and the Barbadoes, 
returning thence with the most exaggerated stories of their 
boundless wealth, to found a Company for the development of 
the West India Islands and Peru. 

In 1628 a second Canadian Company was formed under 
Boyal Patent. To it was granted Quebec, Canada, Florida, 
and the w’hole coast of North America up to the Ai'ctic Circle, 
with a monopoly of all trade between that continent and 
France for fifteen years, and a monopoly in perpetuity of the 
trade in skins and furs. 

In the same year (1628) the third French East India Com- 
pany was formed, previous attempts having been made in 1604 
and 1615; and in 1642 a fourth East India Company was 
again launched on a course of certain failure. The closing 
years of Eichelieu’s career seem to have been marked with an 
absence of that love for colonial aggrandizement which had so 
distinguished him in his earlier days, and France remained 
undisturbed by visions of wealth to be extracted from distant 
lauds. 

Under Colbert, however, the fever of colonial speculation 
again burst forth. Company after company was formed, but, 
being founded on erroneous principles, none reached maturity. 

In 1664 those of the East and West Indies ; in 1678 Senegal, 
which in 1679 was merged into that of Senegal and Guinea; 
ill 1698 that of Saint Domingo, followed by one for the develop- 
ment of trade with, and colonization in, China. 

It was not until the commencement of the eighteenth cen- 
tury that any of these institutions really took root in the soil 
to which they had been transplanted ; the history of their rise 
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or fall belongs to another period, and will be dealt with in each 
separate case. The administration of these companies was 
confided to Governors- General, who were appointed by the 
King to guard the interests of the State in its various distant 
possessions. These officials, however, were expressly forbidden 
from touching on questions relating to commerce or the 
sale of lands. As might have been anticipated, the restric- 
tion of the powers of these otherwise irresponsible Viceroys 
gave rise to endless disputes. The trading companies, on the 
one hand, protested against any interference with their pre- 
rogatives, and the Governors, on the other, were annoyed at the 
curtailment of their powers. The interposition of the Home 
Government became necessary, and towards the end of the 
seventeenth century it undertook the entire management of all 
its foreign possessions. In 1679, “ Intendants ” were ap- 
pointed to each colony to assist the Governors-General in 
matters of internal administration, and to act, as it were, as 
middlemen between the representatives of the Proprietor Com- 
panies and the State. 

Far from putting an end to the disagreements to which the 
appointment of Governors had given rise, the new state of 
afihirs proved more fruitful of quarrels than the old. The In- 
tendants in many cases looked on themselves as spies over the 
action of the Governors, and as appointed solely to watch over 
the interests of the civil portion of the population ; in other 
instances Intendants and Governors banded themselves to- 
gether against the traders; in aU cases they succeeded in 
fomenting discord and producing distrust. The peculiar 
position occupied by these Intendants opened out great 
opportunities for peculation, and many were the efforts made 
by the j)Toteges of the King’s favourites to obtain these coveted 
posts, from which they returned in a few years possessors of 
handsome fortunes. The history of the French reverses in 
Canada furnishes an apt illustration of one of the most glaring 
instances of official rapacity and incapacity in the person of 
Bigot, the Intendant during Montcalm’s gallant campaign. 
Every obstacle Avas thrown in the way of the military com- 
mander during the operations against the British. The most 
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exorbitant taxes were levied on the most necessary articles of 
food for the soldiers ; their pay was so much in arrear that 
many of the subordinate officers were compelled, owing to 
debts due to the State, to resign their commissions, and were 
then subjected to civil punishment for bankruptcy. Yet whilst 
the military were thus suffering, the civil officials were rapidly 
enriching themselves. “All are hastening to make their for- 
tune before the inevitable loss of the colony, which many 
eagerly long for. Its loss wall cast an impenetrable veil over 
their past misconduct.” Thus wrote the brave Montcalm in 
one of the letters which his gallant subordinate, de Bougain- 
ville, succeeded in conveying to the Minister of Marine. That 
there was too much truth in this assertion is evident from the 
fact that, on his return to Paris, Bigot was tried for his pecu- 
lations, condemned to perpetual banishment from the realms of 
His Most Christian Majesty of France, and compelled to dis- 
gorge 12,000,000 francs. The result of his conduct was the 
loss of Canada to the French, and the death of Montcalm. 

In the year 1787, when the Py,evolutionary storm-cloud was 
just appearing over the horizon, and when the universal cry for 
political freedom was resounding throughout France, fresh 
changes were made in the administration of the colonies by 
the institution of “ Colonial Assemblies.” These bodies, to 
a certain extent, represented the principle of local self-govern- 
ment, and were intended to appease the landed proprietors, 
whose power had been totally abolished by the appointment of 
Governors-General and Intendants. The change was not of 
lasting duration. 

The Kevoliitionists of 1789 were too busily employed in 
sweeping away abuses at home to think of effecting necessary 
reforms abroad, and thus the position of the colonies was un- 
affected by the Constitution of 1791. Later in the year, how- 
ever, attention was called to the anomaly of France being 
ruled by a set of laws based on universal equality, whilst its 
colonists were subject to the old rdgime. In September, 1791, 
a decree \vas issued placing the colonies under a special code ; 
but it was not until the Constitution of 1797 that the French 
colonies were legally incorporated into the Republic, and sub- 
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jected to the same constitutional laws. Five years later fresh 
changes were introduced, and two years afterwards, on 
August 4, 1803, a decree of the Senate was published, renew- 
ing again the colonial constitution. The power which in 
olden days had been conferred on Governors-General was 
now transferred to officials styled “ Captains-Greneral,” each 
one having under his orders a colonial “ Prefet ” and a Chief 
Judge. 

With the fall of the Empire in 1814 fresh changes became 
necessary, and the Eepublican officials were once more replaced 
by Governors and Intendants. The necessity of putting an 
end to the equivocal situation of the various colonial adminis- 
trations also became apparent, and it was obvious that some 
decision must be arrived at in order to avoid in the future the 
clashing between the Metropolitan and Local authorities, and 
to define with more clearness the exact jurisdiction and powers 
of each official, 

From time to time Ministerial orders were issued dealing 
with individual colonies, but it -was not until the year 1830 
that the Government realized the impossibility of dealing with 
each colony as a separate factor. A'et there was a strong 
antipathy to placing the whole of the dependencies absolutely 
under French law. A series of resolutions were accordingly 
drawn up in which the various colonies w'ere grouped with 
more or less method ; but the Code Napoleon was the basis of 
their laws, and they were administered by men trained in 
France, ignorant of the peculiar characteristics of the people 
among whom they were thiwn, and careful rather for 
the interests of the mother country than the welfare, moral 
or material, of the subject races. Though, undoubtedly, a 
certain amount of political liberty was accorded to the people, 
who were nominally, at any rate, entrusted once more with 
local self-government, the clash between races was apparent; 
the white colonists, of course, reserving to themselves all 
places in local institutions, their black brethren being debarred 
the privilege of voting even in Municipal elections. 

The abolition of slavery in 1848 again brought the colonial 
question to a crisis, spreading, as it did, financial ruin around, 
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and destroying many of the most flourishing industries. A 
Colonial Commission was appointed to inquire into the best 
method of alleviating the widespread distress, and it suggested 
as a sovereign cure for the disease “ Parliamentary Kepresen- 
tation.” The result of this inquiry was the publication, on 
May 3, 1854, of a decree of the Senate, annulling the Colonial 
Constitution of 1833, and this in its turn was overthrown with 
the overthrow of the Napoleonic dynasty, under which the 
colonies of France were rapidly regaining the wealth and posi- 
tion, of which the innumerable changes to which they had been 
subject had deprived them. 

With the birth of the Third Eepublic arose a desire to endow 
the colonies with fresh institutions. A fresh Colonial Commis- 
sion was instituted to report on the best method of proceeding, 
and finally all wnre grouped under two heads : 

Martinique, Guadaloupe, Eeunion, Senegal, the East Indian 
possessions, and Cochin-China forming the first group. 

Saint Pierre and Miquelon, New Caledonia, Tahiti and the 
Marquesas Islands, Mayotte, Nossi Be, and Gaboon forming 
the second group. 

Geoup I. are endowed with representative institutions, 
which decide all financial questions ; any fundamental changes 
in their organic law^s must, how^ever, be sanctioned by a decree 
of the Senate. The command of the forces and the interior 
administration are entrusted to a Governor, who has under his 
orders functionaries at the head of the various administrative 
and executive departments, such as the medical, financial, 
legal, military, naval, and police. 

These officials, with the addition of two of the principal 
non-official inhabitants, one named by the President of the Re- 
public, one by the Governor, form as it were a Supreme Coun- 
cil, styled the Conseil Prive, the Governor-General himself 
being President : his acts are confirmed by a decision of the 
Council, which also has the power of vetoing them. Should 
any disputes arise between the Governor and his Council, 
which are not of a nature to necessitate their reference to 
Paris, the Council is further strengthened by the addition 
of two local magistrates ; but should either party still be 
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dissatisfied with the decision of the majority, the question 
may be referred to the “Commission Coloniale,” at the 
capital. 

In addition to the “ Oonseil Prive,” each colony possesses a 
“ Conseil Gdndral,” clothed with much the same functions as 
the “ Conseils Gendraux” of the mother country. They are 
composed of members elected by the Yotes of all colonists over 
the age of twenty-one years. The circular memorandum 
which accorded these privileges contained the following pas- 
sage, which clearly indicates the scope of the powers of the 
“ Oonseils Generaux ” : “The Government being desirous of 
granting to the colonies complete liberty of action, they will be 
permitted for the future to regulate their own affairs in a great 
measure, they will be allowed to manipulate and levy their own 
taxes and other duties, to have sole charge of their own 
finances, drawing up their own budgets. They will thus have 
all the necessary powers for developing their own resources and 
for diminishing their own expenses, and can arrange their com- 
mercial relations and their internal affairs as seems best for 
them.” 

These councils, then, legislate upon all matters which spe- 
cially concern the colony; they vote the various rates and 
taxes, they discuss all questions which concern the colonies in 
their relations with the mother country. They deliberate 
upon and fix the local budgets, and have the powder of address- 
ing directly to the Minister of Marine all claims and protests 
wdiich they consider should, in the interests of the colony, be 
made the special object of his inquiry. Intercolonial ques- 
tions can also be discussed by these assemblies, delegates from 
other colonies meeting for the deliberation of such matters; 
but every decision arrived at by these delegates requires the 
confirmation of the “ Conseils Generaux” of the colonies con- 
cerned before it can be carried into effect, and in certain cases 
further requires the ratification of the Senate. 

Group II. comprises the colonies of Saint Pierre and 
Miquelon, New Caledonia, Tahiti, and the Marquesas Islands, 
Mayotte, Nossi Bd, and Gaboon. They are administered 
much in the same manner as the colonies in Group I. The 
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senior officials form, with the Governor, a Supreme Oouncil ; 
■but there being no “ Conseils G<^iffiraux ” in these colonies, 
delegates from the Municipal councils take part in Ibe delibera- 
tions of the “ Conseils Privds,” when matters relating to the 
local budget or to the interior administration of the couiitiy 
come up for discussion. 

The task of effectually checking irregularities amongst the 
swarms of underpaid officials in her distant possessions has 
been one beyond the power of the French Government. Bigots 
still exist in the colonies of France. In January, 1883, afresh 
departure was made in the organization of a Civil Service, the 
members of which it is anticij)ated will he found qualified to 
deal with all the difficulties attendant on the administration 
of the various dependencies, and will be drawn from a class 
which should be above the petty defalcations which have 
marred the symmetry of colonial budgets. Hitherto the 
irreconcileable functions of administrative officer and of ex- 
amining officer of accounts passed alternately through the 
same hands. ’When the executive officer in charge of a 
treasury was liable at any moment to be made inspecting 
financial officer of a district, and again re-transferred to the 
executive charge of a still larger department, it was obviously 
to his advantage to overlook irregularities. Such a system 
was naturally unfortunate in its results ; nor was the substitu- 
tion of permanent inspectors in the larger colonies attended 
with more success. These inspectors occupied the anomalous 
position of being subordinate to the Governor, and yet corre- 
sponding direct with the Minister of Marine. They watched 
with a jealous eye the working of all financial and administrative 
officers, knowing that their departmental promotion depended to 
a great extent on the detection and report of abuses. Virtually 
subordinate to, though practically independent of, the Governor, 
they were very thorns in the flesh of these little potentates, to 
whose opposition the abolition of inspections may justly be traced. 
Espionage was their roZe, and right well they carried it out; 
hut the equilibrium between colonial expenditure and colonial 
rceoipis never resulted from their labours, and it is doubtful 
whether the now Civil Service officials will meet with more 
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giiccess, their mission also being one of antagonism to the 
superior executive officer of the colonies. 

The financial administration of the colonies is based on the 
principle that the expense of the government, of the general 
administration and of defence shall be borne by the State, all 
other charges being debited to the colony. 

A decree of the Senate, dated 12th December, 1882, has 
laid down the various items of receipt and expenditure which 
appear in the budget presented to the Chamber by the Minister 
of Marine, who also holds the post of Colonial Minister. 
Further complications, however, have arisen on the question, 
as certain of the colonies have been transferred from the 
Admiralty to the Foreign Department. The items in the 
Colonial Budget which are submitted to the Chambers are : — 

Beceijits. — 1. The sum each colony is called upon to furnish 
to the public treasury as a quota towards the national ex- 
penditure. As none of the colonies are now' in a position to 
aid the mother country, this item no longer appears in the 
budget, though by a decree of the Senate, dated 4th July, 
1806, any of the colonies might be called on for financial 
assistance. 

2. The rental of the various Government properties in the 
East Indies. 

8. Deductions made from the pay of the various Civil officials 
on account of their contributions to the Pension Funds. 

4. The produce of the sale or concession of State lands. 

5. All other receipts wFich are not required for colonial 
purposes. 

The collection of these sums, which have to figure in the 
Metropolitan Budget, is carried out under the order of the 
Minister of Finance by the Treasurers-general of colonies. 

Exjoenditure.— The items of local expenditure which are 
borne by the State comprise, as I have just stated, all those 
relating to 

1 . The personal staff of the Governor. 

2. The Military Service. 

3. Eeligion and Public Instruction. 

4. Financial officials. 
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In the minor colonies of St. Pierre, Miquelon, Gaboon, 
Mayotte, Nossi B^, Tahiti, the Marquesas Islands, New 
Caledonia, the expenditure on public worhs, harbours, build- 
ings, &c., is also to a large extent borne by the State. 

All expenses incurred in the colonies under the aboYe head- 
ings are paid by bills styled “ Traites de la Marine ; ” these are 
not negotiable, but are issued by the Treasurers-general of 
Colonies, under the seal of the GoYernors, and are not valid 
until they have been countersigned by the Minister of 
Marine. 

LiOQajl Budgets. — The local budgets of the colonies are pre- 
pared by an official styled “ the Director of the Interior,” and 
are deliberated on by the “ Conseils Gdndraux” in those colonies 
where such bodies exist; in others by the “ Conseils Prives,” 
or by the chief administrative officials. These budgets are 
published in the local official Gazette, all payments and 
receipts being rendered valid by the colonial seal attached at 
the hands of the Treasurer-general. Except in the case of 
Cochin-China, where the budget discussions are carried on 
with closed doors, all sittings of the “ Conseils Gdndraux,” or 
“ Conseils Prives,” for the deliberation of financial questions 
are open, and liable, as they are subjected, to the free criticism 
of a local press. 

All items which do not come under one or the other of the 
headings enumerated in the preceding page, as being a portion 
of the budget of the State, are necessarily transferred to the 
shoulders of the local officials. 

Ordinary receipts comprise — 

1. Rates and taxes voted by the local assemblies. 

2. Customs dues, the exact amount of which is fixed in the 
same manner. 

3. The rental of colonial properties. 

4. Subventions made by the mother country in aid of the 
local exchequer. 

Extraordinary receipts include— 

1. Loans for public works authorized by the State or by 
colonial assemblies. 

2. Sums borrowed from the Reserve Fund of the colonies, to 
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carry out works of public utility ; these, howeTer, can only be 
granted temporarily. 

3. Extraordinary rates or taxes collected in -virtue of a 
colonial decree. 

Ordinary expenditure includes all sums the payment of 
which has been foreseen and provdded for in the local budgets, 
the salaries of minor officials, maintenance of high roads and 
public works, whilst 

Extraordinary expenditure refers only to the disbursement 
of those sums which have become disposable under the heading 
of Extraordinary Becei^ptsi' 

Loans contracted by the colony, or pecuniary guarantees 
entered into by colonial assemblies, must first receive the 
sanction of the Minister of Marine ; and all expenses incurred 
beyond the colony are satisfied by means of orders on the 
Minister of Marine in Paris, or on the Treasurer-general of 
other colonies. The orders, however, can only be issued 
with the sanction of local assemblies, and they req[iiire the 
seal of the colony to be attached to them by order of the 
Governors, 

A check is held over irregularities in colonial expenditure, 
by the issue of a recent decree of the Senate, which positively 
forbids surplus credits under one item being made available 
for increased expenditure under another ; even when a tem- 
porary use is made of these available sums, the intervention of 
the Governor in Council is necessary, who signifies his assent 
to the Treasurer- general of the colony. 

The accounts of the financial year are made up and closed 
on the 20th of the succeeding June, beyond which date no 
outstanding claims are admissible. They are at the first 
meeting after that date submitted to the local assemblies, and 
approved of by the Governor in Council. 

Reserve Funds . — In the event of any surplus accruing at the 
expiration of the financial year, it is invested in Eentes and 
carried to the credit of the Eeserve Fund of the colony. The total 
of these funds has been fixed by a decree of the Senate as fol- 
lows : they were commenced by subventions made by the State 
on the abolition of slavery, and in those colonies where they 
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still exist have been very usefully employed in enabling the 
local governments to meet any unexpected expenditure : — 


Total or Eeseuve Funds. 


Martinique 

. £60,000 

Guadaloupe 

. 60,000 

E,eunion . . . . . . 

, 60,000 

Gruiana . . . . 

. 40,000 

Senegal 

. 52,000 

Gaboon . . . . 

. 20,000 

Saint Pierre and Miquelon 

. 16,000 

Saint Marie de Madagascar . 

4,000 

Mayotte 

8,000 

ISTossi Be 

8,000 

Tahiti and the Marquesas Islands . 

. 16,000 

Mew Caledonia .... 

. 16,000 

Possessions in the East Indies 

, 40,000 

Cocliin-China 

. 860,000 


It is distinctly laid down that advances from these funds are 
only to be made for public purposes, under the authority of 
the Governor in Council ; all loans to private establishments 
are strictly forbidden. The accounts connected with these 
funds are annually submitted at the close of each financial 
year to the “ Conseils Generaux,” or, in colonies where these 
do not exist, to the “ Conseils Prives.” 

Financial Officials . — In each colony, at the head of all 
treasury establishments, stands an official nominated by the 
President of the Piepublic, styled the “ Tresorier-payeur ” ; 
he is charged with the receipt and disbursement of all suras, 
entered either on the Local or Metropolitan Budget. These 
gentlemen receive not only a fixed salary, wdth house accom- 
modation, but a percentage on all the taxes and customs dues 
of the colony, and their passages to and fro are paid by the 
State ; on the other hand, they are required to deposit con- 
siderable sums as caution-money, amounting, in the larger 
colonies, to £4,000. 

Under every “ Tresorier-payeur ” are one or more assistants, 
named by the Minister of Finance and Minister of Marine 
alternately ; they act under the orders and disposition of the 
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Treasurer-General, to whom they are responsible. They, too, 
in addition to a fixed salary, receive a percentage on the State 
receipts. 

The salaries of these functionaries are borne by the State ; 
they themselves are, as a rule, drawn from some of the great 
departments at home, and may be looked upon as servants of 
the Republic, not of the colonies. 

Subordinate to the Assistant Treasurers we have the purely 
colonial officials, “ Receveurs des Contributions ” and “ Pre- 
cepteurs des Contributions.” They are entrusted, under the 
orders of the senior State functionaries, with the collection of 
rates, taxes, and all local dues ; and in addition to their fixed 
salaries receive a percentage (fixed by colonial decree, which 
requires the approval of the Ministers of Marine and of 
Finance) on all sums they collect. Both Receveurs and Pre- 
cepteurs are nominated by Local Governors, and, like their 
seniors, are required to deposit considerable sums as caution- 
money. 

The working of all colonial offices is subject to the most 
severe scrutiny on the part of the Accountant-General’s office 
in Paris, to which all accounts are annually submitted, and 
its officials are called upon to offer suggestions as to reforms 
in the financial situation of the colonies, and to compare 
rigidly the actual receipts and expenditure with that authorized 
by the Homo Government. 

Colonial Banks. — A review of the financial administration 
of the French colonies would be incomplete vrithout a slight 
resuniG of the status and operations of the various colonial 
banks. The terrible crisis caused by the abolition of the slave- 
trade, and the necessity then apparent for some sort of local 
institution which should be able to assist solvent though 
temporarily pressed colonists wuth timely advances, led to their 
introduction ; and a clause in the law of April, 1819, which 
sanctioned large indemnities to the distressed colonies, 
allocated one-eighth of these loans as capital towards the 
formation of loan and discount companies in Martinique, 
Guiuhiloupo, and Reunion. Guiana and Senegal received their 
charters some few years later, the capital of the various 



i8 Colonial France. 

tanks teing apportioned to the wealth and prosperity of the 
colonies. 

Martinique with a capital of £120,000 
Guadaloupe „ „ 120,000 

Ee union „ „ 120,000 

Guiana „ „ 28,000 

Senegal „ „ 9,200 

Cochin-China „ „ 320,000 

Each bank has the sole right of issuing notes in its own 
colonies; these notes are legal tender, their circulation being 
limited to three times the cash balance in hand. The banks 
are allowed to make advances on the security of merchandise in | 

stock, or in bonded warehouses ; loans also on standing crops j 

are authorized to tenants as well as freeholders. In the 
colonies, as in Prance, the law shows but little consideration 
for the tenant debtor, every point being strained in favour of a ' 
pressing creditor ; so the banks, in the event of one instal- 
ment of a loan becoming due, are authorized, eight days after 
the delivery of a notification of such default at the habitation 
of the borrower, to proceed to an enforced sale of his property, 
in spite of all opposition. Not only are the crops or property 
pledged liable to sale, but all matters, even to cash on the 
premises, furniture, plate, and stock. Still further to increase 
the security of such advances, a very stringent clause has 
been inserted in the Penal Code, rendering any borrower liable 
to imprisonment for life who should be found guilty of having 
made away with, or destroyed wilfully, or by negligence, crops | 
on which advances have been made. / 

The operation of these banks is, to a certain extent, con- | 

trolled by a committee of nine members, which has its per- ! j 

manent location in Paris. Of these one is a member of the f 

Senate, elected by that body; two are nominated by the ^ 

Minister of Finance ; two by the Committee of the Bank of 
Prance ; the four remaining are shareholders of the bank, 
nominated by the Minister of Marine. 

The operations of these banks are officially limited to legiti- 
mate banking business, and they are prohibited from exceeding 
the instructions laid down in their charters of constitution: 
these permit them' — 
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1. To discount bills payable at sight, or guaranteed by the 
signatures of responsible persons. 

2. To discount, negotiate, or purchase bills or orders upon 
banking-houses in other colonies, in France, or in foreign 
countries. 

8 . To discount drafts guaranteed by — 

а. Bills of lading or warrants, or on receipts of merchan- 

dise stored in bonded warehouses or in private stores, 
the keys of which have been officially entrusted to 
the bank. 

б . On standing crops. 

c. On French or other Government obligations, or on 

shares of French or colonial banks. 

d. On specie, or gold and silver bullion lodged on 

deposit. 

4. To open private accounts, cash coupons, recover bills, 
and pay all cheques drawn on them uir to, but not beyond, 
the balance in hand. 

5. To receive on deposit, charging for their safe custody, 
title-deeds, scrip, stock, money, and bullion. 

6 . To subscribe to all loans offered by the State, by the 
colonies, or by municipal institutions, up to the amount of its 
funded reserve not otherwise employed. 

7. To receive, under the sanction of the Minister of Marine, 
subscriptions from private individuals for all Government or 
colonial loans. 

8 . To issue notes, payable to the bearer, of the value of 
500, 100, 50, 25, and 5 francs. 

9. To speculate in bullion or specie. 

Loans are restricted to one-half the value of bills of lading 
or merchandise in warehouses ; one-third the value of standing 
crops; two-thirds the value of insured buildings; and the 
full market value of bullion or specie. As regards stocks and 
shares, advances are limited to four-fifths of the price of 
French Government securities ; three-fifths of colonial securi- 
ties. 

Every six months, on the 30th June and 31st December, 

c 2 
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the books and accounts of the banks are made up and balanced. 
Only one-fifth of outstanding accounts, howeTer good their 
security may be, are included in the assets. On a balance 
being struck, the following is the ruling observed with regard 
to the dividend, which is invariably paid out of the profits 
earned during the preceding half-year : — 

а. One-half per cent, on the original capital of the bank 

is placed to the Eeserve Fund. 

б. A dividend of five per cent, is then distributed to 

shareholders. 

c. The surplus is then divided in two equal parts, one- 
half being distributed as an additional dividend to 
shareholders ; eight-tenths of the other half goes 
to swell the Reserve Fund, one-tenth to the manager, 
and one-tenth to the employes of the bank. 

Each bank is furnished with a staff of four directors, and 
two accountants. Of the former, the Treasurer-General of the 
colony is ex-officio chairman, the three others being elected by 
the shareholders ; of the accountants, one is named by the 
Minister of Marine, the other by the shareholders. The Board 
of Direction is individually and collectively responsible that 
the banks confine their operations strictly to the line of busi- 
ness laid down by their charters. 

A central agency for the colonial banks was instituted in 
Paris in 1852, in order to assist in the more rapid develop- 
ment of business between the colonies- and the capital; its 
Board of Direction is nominated partly by the Minister of 
Marine, partly by shareholders of the banks resident in 
Paris. 

Constituted thus, these banks liaA^e rendered the most in- 
valuable service to the French colonies. They have, by 
judicious advances, enabled prosperous colonists to rebuild work- 
shops, renew their plant, improve their system of agriculture : 
at the same time, by a still more judicious system of fore- 
closing mortgages, and by seizing every opportunity of en- 
forcing the penal clauses in their charters, they have often 
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been enabled to obtain, at absurdly low rates, very valu- 
able properties, and so to increase the wealth of the share- 
holders at the expense of their more unfortunate com- 
patriots. 

Crklit Fonder Colonial . — In 1860, having regard to the 
immense success attendant on the workings of the colonial 
banks, the Emperor Napoleon, whose interest in the welfare 
of the colonies was always apparent, issued a decree sanction- 
ing the establishment of the " Credit Foncier Colonial ” (Laud 
Mortgage Companies) in Martinique, Cuadaloupe, and Reunion. 
The objects of these companies were — 

1. To advance money to individual proprietors, or to land 
companies, for the purpose of constructing sugar manufac- 
tories and refineries in French colonies, or of improving plant 
in such establishments. 

2. To lend money on the mortgage of landed property. 

3. To work, on their own account, properties acquired by 
foreclosure. 

4. To advance money to the Grovernments or municipal 
authorities of the colonies. 

Loans were more generally made for short periods, but they 
might, with the sanction of the Treasurer-G-eneral, be extended 
over a term of thirty years. Annual repayments included — 

a. Interest at the rate of 8 per cent, per annum. 
h. The annual instalment of the sum borrowed, plus 
1 franc 20 centimes per cent, charged on the total 
amount advanced to cover the expenses of the 
loan. 

In order that the mother country should be no loser by the 
venture which was intended to benefit the colonies, each colony 
was bound to guarantee a minimum interest of 2| per cent, to 
the shareholders of these companies, to furnish them rent free 
with suitable offices, and to pay the voyage out and home of 
the various employes. 

The operations of these companies have been attended with 
the most signal success. A judicious system of loans, coupled 
with still more judicious foreclosures, has enabled the three 
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Credits Foneiers of the coloniee of Martiniciue, Guadalonpe 
and Eeunion to amass landed properties to the^ value of 
£300,000, in addition to the payment of annual interest to 
their shareholders averaging 16 per cent. As yet they have 
not been a q^uarter of a century in existence. 



CHAPTER II. 


SENEGAL AND THE WEST AFRICAN DEPENDENCIES. 

Early Preucli Explorations on West Coast of Africa — First Settlements 
on the Coast — Capture of French Colony by England, 1759— Its 
Second Capture in 1778 — Third Capture in 1809 — Progress of the 
Colony under the Restoration— Faidherbe’s Expeditions against 
Inland Tribes — Recent Efforts at further Developments — Railway 
from St. Louis to Dakar — Public Works-Population — Covernnient 
and Administration — Justice — Education — Religion — Agriculture 
and Commerce — Finances — G-arrison — Gaboon — Grand Bassarn and 
Assinie. 

Although their efforts at colonization have not been crowned 
with success, we must concede to the French the honour of 
having made the earliest attempts to develop the resources of 
distant lands. Five hundred years ago, when communications 
with Asia were only open by land, and when America was as 
yet undiscovered, Southern Africa was the only country which 
opened up fields for the energy of the maritime population of 
Northern Europe. Few will gainsay the fact that the fisher- 
men of the northern coasts of France, the men who, in this 
nineteenth century, yearly risk their lives in unseaworthy 
craft off the banks of Newfoundland, are not unworthy descen- 
dants of those gallant, adventurous s|)irits who in the days 
of Charles the Wise coasted down the western shores of Africa, 
and hoisted the white flag of France on territories far beyond 
any up to that time known by the sailors of Enroioe. Passing 
between the Canaries and the main land, the little craft, 
manned by seamen of Dieppe and Rouen, visited the ports of 
the Gold Coast and Guinea, and bestowed fresh names on har- 
bours which still retain traces of their French discoverers. A 
trade in ivory, gums, gold dust, and pepper was from this 
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period regularly carried on by Dieppe and Eouen with 
Western Africa, and commercial settlements under royal sanc- 
tion were established at Elmina, Fantin, Cormortin, and many 
other places on the Gold Coast. In the reign of Charles VI. 
complications in Europe interfered with distant enterprises, 
and all the African stations were abandoned, to be forthwith 
occupied by the Portuguese ; and it was not until a century had 
elapsed, and Louis XI. had extended his royal patronage to- 
wards the merchant -venturers of France, that efforts were made 
to renew relationship with the African coasts. The close of 
the fifteenth century once more saw the French flag flying over 
trading establishments at the mouth of the Senegal river and 
as far south as the Gaboon. From that day, with the brief 
intervals during which the colony has been wwested from them 
by the fortune of war, the French have maintained their 
hold on these establishments on the West Coast of Africa ; and 
though they can scarcely he termed colonies, in our sense of 
the word, Senegal in particular has proved itself a valuable 
commercial possession, and now, owing to the restless policy 
France is pursuing in all quarters of the world, is being used 
as a political lever to bring under French subjugation the whole 
northern portioh of the continent of Africa. 

Under Richelieu and Colbert, in the seventeenth century, 
ambitious efforts were made to open up more constant com- 
munication with the West Coast, and under the patronage of 
these statesmen concessions were granted to various companies 
for this purpose. These efforts w'ere futile : the chief appoint- 
ineuts were invariably given to men high in Ministerial favour, 
offices were freely bought and sold, and each individual looked 
to amassing a fortune by fair means or by foul, and cared little 
for the -welfare of the rank and file under bis charge, or for the 
material development of the dependency entrusted to him. 
Company followed company with amazing rapidity ; the failure 
of the one bad no apparent deterrent effect on those spirits 
who longed to enjoy a share of the good things Ministers 
o-ffored to them. 

Ill 1C88 the Company of Cape Verd w'-as established, and in 
the -following year, on the return of some vessels freighted 
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with the riches of the Gold Coast, popular attention was 
turned to West Africa, and a venture on a larger scale de- 
cided on ; the districts of Guinea and Cape Blanc being added 
to the original charter. In less than five years the Koyal Com- 
panies had died of inanition, and to private merchants was 
left the task of maintaining communication between France 
and Africa. Forty years later Colbert renewed the lapsed char- 
ters, and in 1675 a Company of Senegal was formed much on the 
same lines as those arranged by Richelieu. The dependency 
at once became the principal mart of slaves to the French 
possessions in America. 

Riches poured into the colonial treasury, and as gangs of 
slaves were marched down to the coast, the native vendors 
brought with them many of the valuable products of Central 
Africa. The trade with France received a fresh impetus, and 
the Home Government working, as usual, on false lines, con- 
ceived the possibility of converting Senegal into an agricul- 
tural colony, and lands were taken up in the interior, at a dis- 
tance of a hundred miles from the coast, for the cultivation of 
cotton, which is grown in considerable quantities by the natives. 
The most extravagant bounties were offered by the Ministry, 
and, thus provided with funds, men of straw were found ready 
enough to risk their lives in the search for wealth. The cli- 
mate of the coast, deadly for Europeans, is far less so than 
that inland, and the many thousand labourers who, deceived 
by the specious promises of the French Government, migrated 
to Senegal, were not long in learning the impossibility of 
carrying on manual labour in tropical climes. A large propor- 
tion of these unfortunates died ; others, on the brink of starva- 
tion, wended their way to the mouth of the river and were re- 
shipped to France ; some few, abandoning their comrades, 
mingled with the native tribes, and some lapsed into barbarism. 
Their descendants are to be found to this day in the Western 
Soudan. 

The efforts to promote .the agricultural development of 
Sont'gal thus mot with a rude check, but its prosperity \\a,s 
novoi'thtdcss assured. The profits arising from the slave-trado 
with North Amorioa, and from the commerce in gums, skins, 
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ivory, and gold dust witli France, pointed to it as one of tlie 
most valuable of all tbe French dependencies ; and when, in 
1758, war between France and England was declared, it was 
obviously to our interests to seize the colony. 

To adopt a saying of the Marquis of Hartiiigton, it was a 
Jingo in broadcloth who suggested the expedition, and we may 
be sure that his attention was directed more to the facility 
with which money was to be made by the undertaking than 
from any idea of casting additional honour on the British 
flag. In March, 1759, a couple of line-of-battle ships, four 
frigates, and a strong contingent of Marines, with the militant 
Quaker acting as guide, philosopher, and friend to the forces, 
left Spithead for St. Louis. On the 22nd of April the squad- 
ron reached its destination, and the Commodore, availing him- 
self of the local knowledge of the Quaker, landed his forces, 
and intrenched them for the night, intending to make a com- 
bined attack at dawn. Before the bombardment commenced, 
messengers from the French Giovernor arrived, and ere sun- 
down the details of the capitulation -were arranged by which St, 
Louis, Podor, and Galam passed into our hands without tho loss 
of a man. Leaving a garrison at St. Louis, tho squadron 
sailed southwards and blockaded Goree. Efforts to carry 
the place by assault w^ere made, but failed owing to the in- 
sufficiency of our forces. Yet our occupation of tho West 
Coast could not be considered complete so long as the French 
flag flew on the ramparts of this strong fortification. In 
December the militant Quaker -was reinforced by Admiral 
Keppel and a couple of battalions of troops under Colonel 
Worge. The land forces were disembarked under cover of the 
guns of the squadron, and plans made for an assault on the 
morrow. Once more the fighting gentleman in drab was dis- 
appointed, for the Governor of Goree, seeing himself out- 
matched, and having for eight months held at bay a formidaltle 
force, felt that he had satisfied the demands of honour and un- 
conditionally surrendered. For fotir years Senegal remained 
in our hands, and we derived considerable benefit from its 
valuable trade ; our American colonies especially finding the 
supply of slaves, who were cheaply and easily purchased on the 
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banks of the Senegal, more economically obtained when for- 
warded by English than by French vessels. At the close of 
the Seven Years’ War, Senegal, by the terms of the Peace, was 
restored to France, again to fall into our hands, without offer- 
ing any opposition, in the year 1778. It was, however, again 
retroceded to France under the terms of the Treaty of 
January, 1783. 

The very nature of its population was such as to spare 
Senegal the trouble which overtook other French colonies, owing 
to the injudicious proclamations of universal freedom thun- 
dered forth at the outbreak of the French Eevolution ; and she 
also was spared the strict blockades which so effectually ruined 
the commerce of the West Indian Islands and other maritime 
possessions of France. But the long war that ravaged the 
civilized world from 1792 to 1815 was not to leave her 
untouched. Emboldened by the fact that she had hitherto 
escaped visits from British squadrons, the merchants of Senegal 
forgot the ease with which their fortifications had been carried 
half a century before, and, with misplaced confidence, they 
commenced fitting out privateers, which preyed upon the small 
craft that carried on the trade between Bristol and the West 
African ports. Such conduct w'as not to be tolerated, and in 
July, 1809, a couple of frigates with a small detachment of 
black troops proceeded to St. Louis. The naval officer in com- 
mand landed a couple of hundred men and proceeded over 
the bar with his lighter craft to take up a position opposite Fort 
St. Louis. Cut off from all assistance, the Governor had no 
alternative but to surrender, and on the 17th of July Senegal 
once more passed into our hands without the loss of a single 
man. By the Treaty of Paris of 1815 it was again restored to 
the French, and since then every effort has been made to im- 
prove its commercial value. 

Immediately following the Restoration, the Governor, Colonel 
Schmaltz, entered into an alliance with the chiefs of the tribe 
of Oualoo, the province surrounding St. Louis, and he thus 
acquired the right of cultivating and establishing plantations in 
all places he thought proper. Then were sown the seeds of a 
French protectorate over the district, and of a war between 
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those native tribes wlio cling to tlie old Mahoinetbin liafi-t-d of 
Giaours, and tiiose wlio bad virtually submitted to Ibcii' obe. 
lu a few years these internecine quarrels had grown to such an 
extent that the most complete anarchy prevailed in tlie whole 
district of Senegal. The French, availing theniseives of the 
magnificent waterway afforded them by that river, had 
established trading stations as far up it as J hiked, at the 
junction of the Falerna and Oidenia rivers, and liras to a co'rtadn 
extent had secured the traffic of the country ; hut hey md reach of 
their posts open war raged— war which paralyzed coinun-ive a!jd 
cast defiance at their authority. Ever and anon a hhadl war 
steamer was despatched up the river on one of ihuse civilizing 
missions which the French have pursued with sucli succoas on 
the coasts of Madagascar and Aniuiin. 

All villages within range of the ship's guns were huinha.rded lusd 
set on fire, crops burnt, and the tribes reduced to iniKery tnid lo 
desperation. The very fact that the white meiim.-vcr lainh d ir(r<ps, 
never ventured to meet the native races face to face, hrd, si cui'e in 
the shelter of their unassailable steamer, dealt death ami dr.nruc- 
tion from a distance, only served to lieighti'n iho aiiu'er tho-ir jirc,;- 
enca inspired. The French mercliaids, tot), were f;u’ fnuu bi.hig 
satisfied with the state of affairs. CbjM.'rnor followed Guvi'ruor 
with startling rapidity, no fewer than thirty-two oillcers v.. ro 
called on to administer the goveruiiHint iiytlu! spact,- of forry 
years (1817-1857). Cut off from regular communieatiou v;if,h {he 
mother country, each man did as it .seemed gtjod in his oun 
eyes, and varied, in so far as it .suhed him, the puliey id' In's 
predecessors. x4.t one time a weak, hesituiing, U Uiporizing 
policy was adopted with regard to the natives, at iUtoiLt r .-.torn, 
rigorous, nay, cruel measures of repression. In oiiu thiiio' only 
was a certain consistency observed — free trade was finbi-hh u, aiol 
the French merchants only permitted to buy and .^oll at 
Government depots. Such a line of conduct was wGl 
to cause a conflict between the official and Ihu nitn-ofiiai;;! 
element, and soon the antagonism between Uieso t wu s 
became as marked as the hostility between whilti ami l.ki.h 
hetweeu Ouala and Mauro. The commerce of ilm cuitiuy, 
restricted by the ahsiird limits imposed by successive (JuVt.rnumn 
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was gradually drifting into the hands of the English, when in 
1851 the merchants, gaining the ear of the Minister in Paris, 
found means to submit to him a series of demands. These aimed 
at a total reformation of existing institutions, the erection of cer- 
tain works destined for the protection of merchants trading in 
the upper waters of the Senegal, and other measures devised for 
the encouragement of those desirous of entering upon the 
cultivation of lands purchased from friendly natives. 

These demands were met in a liberal spirit by the French 
Government, who, however, did not lose sight of the fact that 
Senegal was a commercial, not an agricultural, colony. The 
disastrous attempts to introduce European agriculturalists into 
the country in the preceding century were not forgotten, and 
the memorialists were warned of the many difficulties that 
feced those who wished to embark in cultivation. The nn- 
healthiness of the most fertile lands, the danger of attack from 
iieighhouring tribes, the impossibility of exacting manual labour 
from Europeans, or even strict supervision hy Europeans over 
natives under a tropical sun, the disinclination of the natives to 
perform regular wmrk, the isolation and. solitude of a planter’s 
life, were all advanced as arguments against the attempt to 
convert Senegal into an agricultural colony. 

As a commercial colony there was, maintained the Govern- 
ment, a great future before it, and with a view of advancing its 
prospects in this direction, fresh fortified posts were ordered to 
he built on the hanks of the river for the protection of traders, 
and steam-tugs provided to facilitate the passage of river craft. 
The natives, however, were hy no means disposed to acquiesce 
peaceably in these measures. During the troubles to which 
the injudicious proclamations of the Eevolutionists of 1789 
gave rise, all the French forts on the Upper Senegal had been 
destroyed, two only, viz., those of Eichard Toll and Dagana 
being left standing. It was now decided to rebuild a fresh post 
on the site of the one which stood at Podor, about 180 miles 
above Saint Louis. In March, 1854, an expeditionary force, 
embarking upon some river gunboats, proceeded up stream, and 
after a succession of engagements with the riparian tribes, 
overcame all opposition, and completed the fort before the end 
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of November. In tliat month Colonel Faitlheiltc (who sincr 
gained imperishable renown in a campaign where French (join- 
manders showed themselves strangely destitute of all military 
attributes, except personal gallantry) arrived to assume tlio 
command of the colony. He found the country above Podor in 
a state of unusual ferment ; for some years the presence of a 
Mahcli wdio, in consequence of a visit to Mecca, had assumed 
the title of A1 Agni, had been encouraging the IMabomedaus to 
abstain from all intercourse with the French, and fearing that 
his power would he sapped by the near approach of the (liuours, 
A1 Agni answered the construction of the fort at .P<)d«jr by tlie, 
attempted destruction of the trading stations at Ihiktd and 
Semdoubon. Faidherbe showed the .same energy l>>r wliicli 
he became so conspicuous sixteen years later. With the iirst 
rise of the river in the summer rains, he pushed liis Hut ilia up 
to Medina, and there constructed a formidaljle work, on the 
site of one ■which had in the early days of the licstoratioii Itociii 
held by one Duranton. This Duranton was a sailor, who, 
marrying a daughter of the Prince of Khasso, had exercised a 
maiwelloiis influence over the surrounding country, ami who, 
by bis good sense, justice, and moderation, had paved the way 
for a French occupation of the Khasso coniitry. llifoiiunalrly, 
on his death, the fort of Medina, which he had (^instructed, had 
fallen into ruins, and the rise of the Alahdi A1 Agni and the 
fanatical conversion to Islam of the surrounding iribt.'S, had 
done much to counteract the influence which this extraordinary 
adventurer had exercised over the neighbourhood. 

The completion of a chain of fortified posts up the Senegal 
led to increased trade with the interior ; but Faidbei-iu,' saw tlie 
further necessity of creating stronger ties between the bbu-k 
population and the white settlers. The hostility of some of the 
tribes, notably the Trazzas and Maures, was so openly evima-l 
as to necessitate the organization of a series of punilivt! exjtcdi- 
tions. These were successfully undertaken in the <add wi-uib'-v 
of 1854-55, the result being the complete triumph of the Ma-ncli 
arms, and the annexation by France of the Provinttc: of Ou.-ilno. 
In 1856 a fresh campaign was waged in the country to the n<oa]i 
of the Senegal, Faidherbe being everywhere successlhL liui 
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the French found the task of holding the conquered tracts far 
more difficult than that of merely Yanquishing their opponents. 
No sooner did their forces retire, than the blacks, recovering 
from their defeats, recommenced their old incursions, pillaging 
and destroying all villages which had submitted to the French 
yoke, advancing even up to the very walls of Saint Louis itself ; 
and though the French fortified posts on the river held out, 
they w'ere often reduced to giievous straits. In 1857, taking 
advantage of the dry season, when succour from the coast would 
be impossible, the indefatigable A1 Agni subjected Medina to a 
close blockade of over four months. Assault after assault w’'as 
repelled, but the position of the garrison, cut off from all com- 
munication with Saint Louis, reduced to half rations, and to 
their last case of ammunition, grew perilously dangerous. 
Eealizing the terrible blow' that w'ould be dealt to the 
supremacy of the w'hole mass by its fall, in the middle of 
July Faidherbe, braving the suffocating heat, pushed a reliev- 
ing force up the river, and sw’ept away the undisciplined bands 
of the Mahdi. On his return voyage Faidherbe bridged the 
long space between Bakel and Podor by the construction of a 
fresh post at Matam. 

In 1868 the indefatigable and gallant commander organized 
an expedition along the sea-coast, more for the purpose of 
surveying these unknown regions, and of demonstrating to the 
inhabitants that the French did not consider their rights of 
sovereignty, which had been aclmowdeclged by the European 
Powers in the Treaties of Nimeguen, 1678, and of Versailles in 
1783, as abrogated by more recent events. 

In 1858 A1 Agni, having recovered from his former defeats, 
profiting by Faidherbe’s absence in the neighbourhood of Goree, 
had gathered together large forces, and without coming into 
actual contact with the garrisons of the posts at Bakel and 
Matam, had ravaged the villages in their vicinity which had 
shown themselves friendly to the French. On its return to 
Saint Louis, Faidherhe’s little column found itself compelled 
once more to push up the great river, and drive A1 Agni from a 
strongly fortified position he had taken up in the vicinity of 
Bakel. But the French met with very formidable resistance ; 
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for three days their assaults on the enemy’s entrenchments were 
repulsed, and they sustained serious losses. Defeat meant 
annihilation — retreat in the face of a population who were 
daily growing more and more hostile w'as impossible. Calling 
on his men for one final effort, Faidberhe stormed the place, 
inflicting terrible loss on its gallant defenders. The stern 
example meted out by the French general had an immediate 
effect ; one by one the various chiefs came in, and a series 
of treaties were entered into with them : these treaties resulted 
in the submission of the whole country to the French, whose 
territories now stretched from the Atlantic to Medina, from 
Capo Blanc to the Gambia. Efforts were at once initiated to 
convert Senegal into a base for establishing French supremacy 
over the wdiole of the north-western portion of the continent. 

Of late years fresh strides have been made tow^ards this end, 
and very considerable sums of money are annually voted for 
the improvement of the colony. Wild dreams of connecting 
the Senegal and Niger by a railway have entered into the heads 
of French statesmen, and their dreams have the cordial 
encouragement of local speculators. In the debate in tbo 
Chamber, in 1888, on a vote for the completion of tliis 
railway, it was clearly proved that hitherto it had cost .£40,000 
a kilometre, about £60,000 a mile — a very Fufficient 
excuse for the undivided support accorded to the scheme by 
tlie colonists, who must perforce reap some benefit from tbe 
peculation which undoubtedly exists in the construction of 
the line. 

The boundaries of the colony of Senegal have never been 
very clearly defined, and except on the \vest, where the Atlantic 
Ocean, and on the south, where the British settlement of 
Gambia forbids encroachment, the French are rather apt to 
consider tbeir frontier as unlimited. A few years ago I\]'. 
Jules Duval laid down Cape Blanc as the nortliernmost and 
Medina as the easternmost possession ; hut more leccnfc cvends 
point to the not improbable incorporation of Morocco into (lie 
Fi'oiicli colonial dominions, lying as it does so temptingly 
liotween Algeria and Senegal, whilst efforts are nndonljtedly 
being made to connect the watercourse of the Scau'gal ami 
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the Niger, and to bring the Western Soudan under the govern- 
ment of Sfc. Louis and Goree. 

In the neighbourhood of the sea the territory is flat, and the 
soil being sandy, destitute alike of cultivation and verdure, is 
very sparsely populated ; hut along the eastern border of Senegal 
proper (leaving on one side the legitimate desire of the French 
to push back her frontier) runs a chain of mountains, the 
Fonta Djalon, from which flow a series of rivers which irrigate 
the highlands and add much to the wealth of the countiy. 
The Senegal itself is a noble stream, capable of navigation by 
river steamers for some hundreds of miles ; it has its source 
in the Fonta Djalon range. On a small island, a few miles 
from its mouth, lies the capital of the colony of St. I.ouis, 
four bridges connecting the island with the left bank of the 
river. 

P'uUic Works . — The most strenuous efforts are now being 
made by the French Government to develop the commercial 
resources of the colony. In the days of General Faidherbe it 
was judged indispensable, in order to secure uninterrupted 
water communication between St. Louis and the vwaters of 
Upper Senegal, to construct forts at various trading stations 
along the river bank. Vast sums were thus spent in military 
works. In more recent years the tendency has been to 
improve the means of communication between the sea and the 
interior by means of railroads, macadamised high roads, canals 
and commercial -ports, in the upper wmters of the minor 
streams. To this end in view the Local Budget annually allots 
.T48,000 towards the Department of Public Works. This, 
however, does not include the sums voted for the railway now 
in course of construction from St. Louis to Dakar, Avhich is 
a charge to the Budget of Marine and tbe Colonies. The 
total length of this line it is estimated will be 259 kilometres, 
about 167 miles. As yet some 25 miles only are open, and 
their cost has averaged £64,000 a mile, a sum which staggered 
not a little the Chamber of Deputies, when in the session of 
1884— 1885, it was called upon to vote a further sum of some 
millions of francs towards the furtherance of the scheme. 

Large sums have been needlessly expended in the consiruc- 
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tion of a European town at Dakar. The plan of this new city 
has been drawn up, streets traced, concessions granted to 
private individuals, and a series of handsome public offices 
completed. A jail, cathedral, and Courts of Justice have 
swallowed up over £100,000 of the public money, but as yet 
not more than twenty private houses have been built, and 
Dakar promises to rival the earlier attempts of the Bourbon 
kings to construct cities in places where the life of a European 
was unbearable. 

Other sums have been more usefully expended on light- 
houses, piers, and on waterworks destined to supply St. Louis 
with pure fresh water, the w'ant of which has been the prin- 
cipal source of the uiihealthiness of the place. Unfortunately, 
another source has been the lack of drainage, and to remedy 
this no efforts have been made ; consequently in smells St. 
Louis rivals Cologne, and in typhoid fevers it almost equals a 
Breton watering-place. 

According to the latest census the population of the country 
showed a startling preponderance of females over the male 
element, the respective numbers being 

Males . . . . . <32,065 

Females . . . . ' . 99,548 

The average death-rate being over thirty per thousand. 

Qovernment and Admirmtration , — The colony, wliich is 
represented in the Chambers by one deputy, is divided into 
three Communes — 

1. St. Louis, which returns ten members to the Conseil 
General of the colony. 

2. Goree, wliich returns six. 

3. Eufisque, wdiich is unrepresented. 

The Governor of Senegal is assisted in the administration 
by the usual colonial assemblies, a Conseil Privd, Conseil 
General, Conseil Contentieux, whilst each Commune is pre- 
sided over by a mayor, with two or more adjoints and a 
municipal council. 

Justice . — Justice is administered, as in the other colonics of 
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the same category, by a Court of Appeal, a Court of Assize for 
criminal cases, Tribunals at St. Louis and Coree, and by Juges 
de Paix in the chief towns of the Communes. 

As in the other colonies, the various codes which are in 
force in France guide the course of Criminal and Civil juris- 
diction in Senegal. Certain obvious modifications have been 
introduced, but the absurdity of applying laws founded for a 
European State to a Mahomedan community has done much 
to embitter the feeling between Christian and Moslem, and is 
the cause of many of those endless conflicts which necessitate 
the presence of such a strong army of occupation in Senegal. 

Education . — ^As yet the primary schools in Senegal have 
not been removed from the religious orders ; the missionaries 
of the Society of Saint Esprit, and the Sisters of that of St. 
Joseph of Cluny, offer instruction to 802 boys and 824 girls. 
For secondary education youths are forwarded to Paris, the 
colony maintaining a certain number of free scholars in the 
principal Lycees of the mother country. 

llellgion . — The Order of the Saint Esprit, which has under- 
taken the primary instruction of the boys in the colony, also 
furnishes priests for the various mission stations scattered 
throughout Senegal ; recently these have been placed under 
a bishop, whose nomination is in the hands of the Governor 
of the colony. 

Agriculture and Commerce . — Owing to tribal quarrels, and 
the endless petty wars in which France for many years was 
engaged, agriculture sank to a very low ebb, and large 
tracts of laud, which up to 1850 w’-ere in a high state of culti- 
vation, lapsed into sheer jungle. Within the last few years 
efforts have been made to remedy this state of things, and 
large distributions of seeds have been made to the ripa- 
rian owners with very beneficiaP-cesults ; still there is no 
doubt that Senegal can never become an agricultural colony, 
so far as Frenchmen or other European races are concerned. 
To them it must ever prove attractive for commerce alone; and 
though by judicious supervision the natives may be led to im- 
prove their agricultural products and to develop the growth of 
cotton, tobacco, and rice, for which the soil in many parts is 
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very suitable^ Euroi^eans can have no active part in the tle- 
velopment of plantations. 

The commeice of the country consists of the same articles 
which we draw from our own West African colonies, viz., 
heiiiseed, palm kernels, gold-dust, india-ruhber, and feathers, 
whilst the imports are cotton and iron goods, wine and spirits 
and tobacco. 

The trade returns for 1881 are dealt with in the Appendix. 

The total trade of the colony is steadily increasing, as the 
following Table of Imports and Exports with the mother 
country shows : — 


1876 


Exports to France. 
£368,222 

Inapoi'ts from France. 

£190,687 

1877 


426,083 

194 228 

1878 


473,844 

194,368 

1879 


517,132 

246,916 

ISSO 


791,339 

313.856 

1881 


1,046,393 

728,904 


Finances . — The finances of the colony are provided for in 
two budgets, the one the Local Budget, which is drawn up by 
the Governor in Council; the other comprises those items of 
expenditure which the Minister of Marino considers may fairly 
be borne by the mother country. The expenditure may be 
thus summed up — 

Local Budget Expetiditure .... .C107,8!10 
^Budget of Mmister of Marine . . . 597,694 

£705,084 

As the raihvay progresses, aud the commnuication now being 
actively pushed on between the waters of the Upper Senegal 
and the Niger are gradually opened, the expenses of the colony 
wall naturally increase, hut it is anticipated that the increase 
will he amply compensated for by the trade which will he 
diverted from English to French ports. Whether the French 
are justified in this belief it does not concern us to incpiire, 
hot a brief comparison between the West African colonies 
belonging to the two Powers will he of interest as showing ho^v 
* Bor details see Ai peudix No. I. 
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the last comers have outstripped their predecessors in every- 
thing that tends to make colonies of value to a country. This 
comparison I have given in Table No. 10. 

But it is evident that it will be many years before any 
appreciable advantage will result from the vast expenditure 
France is now making. The Customs dues in 1881 amounted 
to .^’76,000, and even with dues at the present rates, commerce 
will require to advance by leaps and bounds ere there is any 
hope of the French Government receiving any substantial 
return for the outlay they are now incurring. 

Garrwon and Naval Services . — In Senegal, as in other 
parts of Africa, France stands with the sword drawn ready for 
any fanatical outbreak on the part of the Mahomedans against 
their Catholic ruler, and her army of occupation bears a very 
strong proportion to the inhabitants it is called on to keep in 
order. 

The troops comprise — 

EuUOI'EANS. 

0 Companies of Infantry of the Marine . . 1,600 men 


2 Batteries of Artillery of the Marine 

1 Company of Engineers .... 

1 „ Gendarmerie of the Marine 

1 „ Disciplinary Troops . 

SOU „ 

. 160 „ 

. 150 „ 

150 

2,250 

Natives. 

1 Squadron of Spahis .... 

. 120 „ 

1 Company Engineers 

. . 250 „ 

2 Battalions Senegal Tirailleurs 

. 1,600 „ 


1,970 

4,220 


The Naval squadron employed on the coast consists of seven 
craft, with a complement of 31 oflBcers and 490 men, but in 
addition to these vessels, 13 small steamers of light draught 
with crews of 271 officers and men, are maintained by the 
colony for the purpose of patrolling the river and affording 
assistance to merchant vessels trading in the uppci waters. 
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Tlie other French settlements on the West Coast of Africa 
are Gaboon and the small trading stations of Grand Bassani, 
Babou, and Assinie, on the Gold Coast. As these so-called 
Colonies extend from the equator to about 7° north of the line, 
it may readily be conceived that European labour is impossible, 
and Native labour unprofitable. Life for the European, indeed, 
is almost nnsupportable, and the French Government have, for 
prudential reasons, suppressed the garrisons in the minor ports, 
and reduced that of Gaboon to the minimum. 

The connection between France and these coasts dates from 
as far back as the year 1364, when some adventurous merchants 
of Dieiope, pushing onwards from Cape de Verde, visited the 
coasts of the Gulf of Guinea, and, returning with their rich 
freights of gold-dust and ivory, introduced into that town the 
ivory carving trade, for which it has since been famous. In the 
reign of Charles the Fifth of France the relations between the 
French and the inhabitants of the West Coast became more ex- 
tended, a regular fleet being maintained in Dieppe or Rouen ; 
vessels from these ports made annual voyages to the coast, at 
various x>oints of which trading stations were estahlished by 
the French settlers. During the many wars with England in 
the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries these 
stations were visited and destroyed by our fleets, and ere the 
dawn of the present century the French had finally aliandoned 
all points south of Senegal. 

About the year 1836 the Government of July, wishing to re- 
establish the colonial supremacy of France in those regions 
wdiei'e by the Treaty of Paris it had been rudely hurled to the 
ground, despatched naval officers on missions to different parts 
of the globe with a view of ascertaining the possibility of carry- 
ing into effect its wishes on this subject. 

Captain Bouet-Willaumez w’as entrusted with the task of 
reopening communications with the chiefs on the West Coast of 
Africa, and on his representations, a series of expeditions were 
despatched from Senegal in the years 1842-44 to ratify treaties 
which Willaumez had entered into with the sovereign of Gaboon 
Assinie, and Grand Bassam. 

Gaboon was occupied in the year 1842, in virtue of a treaty 
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with a petty kinglet whose lands lay at the mouth of the 
Ehamboe river. Since then treaty has followed treaty, until at 
the present moment France claims the sovereignty over many 
thousand square miles of country stretching from the Wango 
river in the south to Cape St. Jean on the north, a distance of 
about 87 miles, including the fine harbour at the mouth of the 
Gaboon, a harbour 23 miles in length, varying from 3 to 8 in 
breadth, and capable of giving shelter to an incalculable number 
of the largest vessels. The commerce of the colony, however, 
has not developed to the extent which this harbour is capable of 
providing for, the average number of vessels entering it having 
been for the last ten years one hundred and twenty- six. 

Pojmlation . — As no very accurate delimitation of the French 
I)ossessions in Gaboon has yet been published it is impossible 
to give an approximate estimate of their population. There 
are about 200 Europeans of the official and trading classes in 
the colony, but of the natives no census has been made. The 
chief tribes are the Fans and Osyevas, who in former days 
owned the territory on both banks of the Gaboon, but there 
are a great number of nomad races who carry on a trade be- 
tween the interior of the country and the coast establish- 
ments. 

Government and Administration. — Gaboon, for all adminis- 
trative purposes, is attached to Senegal, an officer being 
deputed from that colony to act as commandant. This gentle- 
man is assisted by members of the “ Service Inte'rieur, ” and of 
the Judicial Service, who, together with two merchants named 
by the President, form a “Gonseil d’Administration.” 

Justice . — All criminal cases of a serious nature are referred 
to Senegal, but a Tribunal of the First Instance exists at Fort 
Aiimale, wdiere minor offences and civil or commercial cases 
arc disposed of in accordance with the laws of the mother 
country. The Commandant, however, possesses wide dis- 
cretionary powders ill dealing with crimes committed by natives 
wbo are not French citizens, or who are too ignorant to avail 
themselves of the privilege of that high position; so that in 
point of fact few criminal cases are referred to the Courts of 
Senegal. . ' - . 
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Religion and EdacaHon.—A small sum has been allotted 
by the Freiicb Government for religious service, but hitberto 
the various educational establisbmeuts bave been tbe results of 
efforts made by American Protestant missionaries. 

Puhlic Works .' — Small sums bave been allocated from time 
to time, both by tbe Local Budget and by that of tbe Govern- 
ment of tbe Republic for tbe construction of necessary public 
works. These bave been restricted to tbe erection of water- 
works for tbe supply of tbe cbief towns, and of a ligbtbouse 
dominating tbe outer roadstead, A hospital and insiguilieant 
market-place have also been built. 

Agriculture and Commerce. — -Within a few years of tbe 
annexation a M. Lecomte foresaw tbe advantages that might 
ensue from a proper appreciation by tbe natives of tbe capa- 
bility of their soil. With this end in view, in 1852 be laid 
but large gardens in tbe vicinity? of tbe harbours, where coffee, 
cocoa, and spices were planted, but bis efforts bave not been 
attended with any wide results, though tbe French Govern- 
ment, with its usual ignorance of tbe art of colonixatioi), lias 
endeavoured from time to time to introduce agricultni’al 
labourers into Gaboon by offering concessions of large tracts 
of land, free in some cases, at low- prices in otliers. 

The principal imports to tbe colony are Mancbesier and 
Birmingham goods for tbe use of tbe natives, and wine and 
spirits as articles of barter for tbe merebaiits, whose exports 
are limited to gold-dust, ivory, ebony, india-rubber, and palm 
oil. 

Finances . — The revenue of tbe colony is represented by tlie 
modest sum of £48, the jiroduce of personal taxes levii'd on 
tbe few^ European inhabitants. To this is added by Ibe .Stale 
£2,482, in payment of tbe various officials wdio repri.'Scnt 
France in the Gaboon. By this means an efpiililjriuia is 
maintained between receipts and expenditure. 

Grand Bassam, Dabou, and Assinie are small stalifuis occu- 
pied by detachments from Senegal, with a view of affoi-diiig 
protection to tbe French merchants who are occupied in Iriule 
in tbe Gulf of Guinea. It was more witli the objeet of reco\-er~ 
iiig her lost influence on the West Coast of Africa that Fruiirc 
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re-established these settlements, which had abciulsiiied 

during the wars of the Revolution, than with any hopo of 
receiving any pecuniary benefits. 

Geand Bassam is situated at the mouth of the Ackba river 
in lat. 5° N., and 80° W., whilst Assinie is uIkhU 27 miles t<i 
the north. Neither of these posts call for any lammrks, tin nigh 
they obtain from the French Government an in-erage aniuml 
subvention of about i69,000. 
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CHAPTER III. 

REUNION AND ISLANDS IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

Its Discovery and Temporary Occupation by Dutcli and English Per- 
manent Occupation by French — Its Privateers during the Anglo- 
French Wars— Its Blochade in 1794 -Suvcouf and his Successors, 
Lenieme, Dutertre, Counon, Potier, Mah’ousse Capture of Rodri- 
guez and Reunion in 1810 — Population-Government and Adminis- 
tration — Justice — Education — Religion— Public W orks — Cultiva- 
tion and Commerce — Finances. 

Reunion is another of those islands which during the last great 
war passed into our hands, to be restored on the Treaty of Paris 
to its present owners. Discovered in 1515 by the Portuguese 
explorer, Don Pedro de Mascarenhas, it for many years boro 
his name ; it was successively occupied, but lor briel periods, 
by the Dutch and the English, hut no permanent settloraent 
took place until the year 1638, when the French, in their first 
attack of colonial fever, endeavoured to form an establishment 
on the island for one of their numerous trading coinpanies. 
Ten years later this company had so far made good its looting 
that the Isle de Mascarenhas was formally taken possession of 
on behalf of his Most Christian Majesty of France, and in his 
honour its Portuguese name was changed to that of Bourbon. 
T’he tentatives at colonization made by Richelieu were not 
crowned with success, and thirty years had not elapsed before 
Colbert founded a second East India Compiany. The islands 
of Madagascar, Bourbon, and Mauritius were incorporated in 
the new colony, the head-quarters of which were at IkjndichenT ; 
hut owing to the distance of the Coromandel Coast from tin* 
group of islands in the Indian Ocean, Madagascar was lii.'ule 
the seat of Government for the southern portion of the col* my. 
The attempts to form an establishraerit in the great AiVieiiu 
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isle were not successful, and on the withdrawal of the French 
from Madagascar at the end of the seventeenth century, Bourbon 
and the Mauritius were united under one Grovernor as a fresh 
dependency, and w’^ere converted into naval stations for the pur- 
pose of harassing the trade between England and the East. 
How successfully they carried out this intention the history of 
the time plainly shows. Numerous were the losses our East 
India fleets suffered at the hands of French cruisers, who 
could always run for shelter and refit to the friendly ports of 
St. Louis or St. Denis. Unprovided as our squadrons were 
with such harbours of refuge, these islands became sources 
of great danger to our commerce, lying as they did in the 
very fairway of trade between England and all her Eastern 
markets. Fully employed as our fleets were in protecting the 
waters nearer home from the depredations of the enemy’s 
squadrons and privateers, successive Ministries failed to recog- 
nize the necessity of so strengthening our navy as to provide 
for the efficient patrolling of distant seas, and the naval history 
of the last century shovrs that our boasted naval supremacy 
merely existed in name, at any rate in the Indian Ocean. Our 
merchant vessels, scattered all over the world, were a prey to 
the privateers which the hardy seamen of St, Malo knew so 
w’ell how^ to fi.t out. Gifted with a prescience which cost us 
millions, these men eschewed their owm immediate neighbour- 
hood, where our own cruisers made puivateering dangerous, and 
betook themselves to the Isle de France and to Bourbon, and 
inflicted the most grievous loss on our East Indian and China 
trade. 

The summer visitors to the watering-place of Dinard, on the 
Breton coast, little dream that St. Malo has given birth to 
some of the most renowmed privateers France has ever pos- 
sessed, and that in the now abandoned shipbuilding yards of 
La Piichardais w^ere fitted out cruisers which never hesitated to 
face tenfold odds when in quest of prey. To the ordinary 
tourist the names of Doiigay-Trouin, Surcouf, and Lememe 
recall no reminiscences, but the books of our East Indian 
merchants of the eighteenth and of the early days of the nine- 
teenth century would show^ many entries relating to prizes 
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captured by the two last-named, whose deeds riYal tliose of 
Dundoiiald, and whose names should he immortally entwined 
with the enthralling history of their virgin town. 

The outbreak of the war between France and England, in 
1793, found the former Power but little prepared for regular 
naval w'arfare. Royalist to the backbone, the officers of the 
navy had been hurried off before Republican tribunals, and their 
places filled by men ignorant of naval tactics, and little fitted 
to face the tried seamen of England. The population of 
Brittany and Normandy, whence the crews of French ships of 
war had been drawn, were engaged in that Royalist struggle 
which only terminated with the death of Rochejacqueliii and 
the wholesale murder of the prisoners of Qniberon. The 
crews of the fleets which prior to the Peace of Versailles had 
W'aged an honourable and by no means unequal w'ar with our 
own squadrons -were too tainted with the love of the Bourbon 
to be trusted under the Republican charlatans to whom the 
Directory had entrusted their naval fortunes, and these veterans 
had been drafted off into battalions on the Eastern frontier, 
and placed under the orders of Domoiirier and Pichegni, 

But if the state of the Republican navy forbad all hope of 
waging an equal warfare with the fleets of England, if the 
terrible odds to which the Republican armies were exposed on 
their Eastern borders forbad ail prospect of a suceessful 
campaign in the East, or of redeeming by the conquest of 
Southern India the follies committed by the Peace of Ver- 
sailles, the seamen of the northern ports of Franco looked 
forward to reaping a rich harvest hy privateering in the Indian 
seas. In this they were not disappointed. 

In the years 1793, 1794, French privateers captured no 
fewer than 788 English merchantmen, whilst our s(|uadrons, 
more numerous, more heavily armed, and carrying live tiiiH'S 
as heavy crews, trammelled by official pre|udices, only look In!, 
prizes. The merchants of Calcutta and Madras stoinl aghnst. 
Commerce was at a standstill, our cruisers were outwitted, ami 
on more than one occasion, in spite of their heavier meftd, bad 
been compelled to haul down their flags to the })igmy privalems 
hailing from the Port of St. Malo. 
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The most, earnest and urgent representations were made by 
the East India Comj)any to the Home Government, and it 
was determined to blockade the islands of La France and 
Bourbon, which had been made the base of operations for these 
gallant men. Then, as now, half measures were invariably 
adopted by British Ministries, and thongh it was determined to 
blockade the islands, these duties were entrusted to but two 
vessels, the Centurion^ 50, Captain Osborne, and the Diomede, 
44, Captain Smith. The smallness of the squadron not merely 
prevented the Commander from adopting any efficacious mea- 
sures to carryout his orders, but encouraged the Governor of the 
islands in his prosperous career. He was virtually cut off from 
all communication with the mother country. The members of 
the Convention w^ere putting forth all their strength in the 
double attempt to trample out the embers of Eoyalism in Ija 
Vendde, in Toulon, and in Lyon, and to hurl back the invad- 
ing armies which the monarchs of Europe were leading against 
them from all sides. Their distant colonies troubled them 
little, and so the Governor of the Isle de France and of Bour- 
bon was free to act as it pleased him ; and it pleased him to 
live on English commerce, and to rival the naval successes of 
de Suftren in Indian waters. 

The first step was, if possible, to relieve the islands of the 
blockading squadron, although ■ its presence had done little to 
increase the security of the Indian Ocean. For in the year 
1794, 502 English vessels had been captured by our enemies, 
whilst we had only secured forty-seven French prizes. In 
October, 1794, an opportunity occurred to attack the British 
squadron, and Captain Renaud, with the Oybele, 86, Prudenic, 
36, Courier, 14, and Jean Bart, a privateer carrying 20 guns, 
succeeded, after a desperate engagement, in which the British, 
outmatched, fought with their accustomed heroism, in inflicting 
such loss upon our tw’o vessels as to compel them to renounce 
the blockade. Thus relieved, the colonists were free to turn 
their attention solely to privateering, and a record of their 
successes reads strangely to those who yet believe that daring 
the last great wnr w’e were entirely Mistress of the Seas. 

The history of Surcouf, the daring Malouine privateer, is not 



Colonial France. 


46 

flattering to our national Tanitj, but it teaches us a lesson ! 

which should not he lost on our naval administrators. Leaving j 

Isle de France in September, 1795, in a little craft of ISO tons, i 

with a crew of thirty Bretons, and an armament of four six- '' 

pounders, he commenced a career which for daring and i| 

sagacity has rarely been equalled, even in our own annals. j 

Sailing northwards, Surcouf coasted the Burmese coasts, and 
in December he captured the Penguin, an Indiamnn of 600 , 

tons burthen : in January, at the very mouth of the Hooghly, I 

he sighted two full-rigged ships standing in to the Sandheads, 
under charge of a pilot-brig ; with characteristic audacity 
Surcouf attacked and captured the two, when, finding the 
pilot-brig more suitable for his purpose than his own little 
craft, he transferred his fiag on board of her, christening her 
the Jacques Cartier, after another celebrated Malouiiie sailor, 
and despatched the Emile ■with the three prizes to the Isle of 
France. On the 28th of the same month he captured a full- 
rigged ship, the Diana, 850 tons, laden with rice ; and on the 
following morning, after a desperate combat, in which the 
Jacques Cartier, with a crew of seventeen men, immortalized 
herself, he carried by hoarding an Iiidiaman, the TrUon, 
carrying 26 guns and 150 men. Hampered by the prisoners, 

Surcouf ransomed the Diana to her captain for 80,000 rupiics. 

To the shame of our countryman, it must be recorded that the 
bill was dishonoured on presentation, and the gallant sailor 
thus deprived of a considerable portion of the profits resulting 
from his daring cruise. On reaching the Isle of France with 
the Triton and Jacques Cartier, Surcouf found that the 
Governor, M. de Malartie, was disposed to ignore the validity 
of his acts, and refused to recognize the captured prizes as 
Surcouf’s property, or to accept his views as to the disposal of 
the proceeds of their sale. Surcouf immediately sailed for 
France, and, after some trouble, succeeded in inducing the 
Council of the Five Hundred to give a decision in his favour ; 
but by the chicanery which distinguished that august assembly, 
the dashing sailor had to content himself with less than a 
moiety of the value of his prizes, securing on behalf of himself 
and his crow but 660,000 out of the 1,700,000 francs fur wlxicli 
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they had been sold. In 1799, with the remnants of his fortune, 
the major part of which had been dissipated in true sailor-like 
manner, Surcouf fitted out a brig, the Glarisse, carrying 12 
guns, and in her sailed for his old cruising grounds, the Isle of 
France and Bourbon. On his voyage he captured two full- 
rigged merchantmen, and narrowly evading capture by the 
squadron blockading the Isle of France, succeeded in convey- 
ing them safely to Bourbon. In August of the same year he 
took a Butch ship carrying an English cargo, and, consequently 
by the declaration of the Directory, good and lawful prize. A 
Portuguese vessel was similarly forfeited, and an Indiaman of 
700 tons, the Auspicious, also captured. Narrowly escaping 
capture at the hands of the Sybil, of 48 guns, Surcouf pursued 
his victorious career by boarding the James and the Louise, 
two fine merchantman, one flying the British, the other the 
American flag, and on reaching the Isle of France with his 
prizes he w^as offered the command of La Confiance, a magnifi- 
cent craft of 500 tons, carrying 16 guns, and manned by 200 
picked Basque and Breton sailors. She had the reputation of 
being the fastest vessel afloat, and the young privateer may 
well have felt proud to command her. In September, 1800, 
he took one American and two English traders, and on the 7th 
of October, after a desperate combat, in which Surcouf showed 
even more than his usual address and gallantry, he carried by 
hoarding the fine Indiaman, the Kent, of 820 tons, 27 guns, 
having on board 437 Englishmen, of whom 120 w'ere soldiers. 
In this action Surcouf lost 16 men killed and wounded, the 
casualties on ihQ Kent amounting, according to James, to 58. 
On reaching the Isle of France with his prizes, Surcouf w’as 
ordered home, in order that La Confiance might receive a 
heavier armament ; and whilst she was in the dockyard hands 
at La Rochelle, the Peace of Amiens put a stop to hostilities, 
and for four years Surcouf led a life of inactivity in his native 
town. In 1806, panting for his old career on the Indian Ocean, 
he fitted out one of the smartest sailers ever turned out of the 
chantiers on the Ranee, and on the 7th of March again sailed 
for the Isle of France. His new ship was named the Revenant, 
and carried 18 guns and 200 men. The news of his intended 
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reappearance in Indian waters caused no small consternation 
amongst the merchants of Hindostau, and a reward of ,£10,0U0 
was offered for his capture. Eeaching his destination without 
meeting with any adventure, Snrcouf, after refitting, sailed to 
the Malabar coast, and on the 26th of September captured the 
Trafalgar, 12, and the Mangles, 14, both carrying cargoes of 
rice ; in the course of the next few days five more vessels, the 
Admiral Aplin, Susanna, Hunter, Fortune and Siieccss, were 
captured, and in November the New Endeavour and the 
Micawhj were placed under prize crews, and despatched to tlie 
Isle of France. In the following month he captured the Sir 
WilUam Burroughs and the Orient, and now, his own comple- 
ment having been reduced to seventy men, owing to the heavy 
prize crews he had been compelled to detach, Surcouf determined 
to bear up for the Isle of France, -where, having disposed of his 
prizes, he set sail for St. Malo in the autumn of 1808, -with a 
fortune estimated at ^200,000. 

Another Malouine divided with Surcouf the honour of master- 
ship of the Indian Ocean. The early life of Francois Lememe 
had been chequered by an incident which embittered liis whole 
career, and rendered him an undying foe to the British. In 
the year 1781, when but eighteen years of age, he was captured 
in the privateer Prince de Momhanij, and until the conclusion of 
the Peace of Versailles tasted the sweets of English prison life, 
a life which in the last century was characterized by unnecessary 
harshness and brutality — brutality which was intensified to the 
members of privateer cre%vs. The treatment he there received 
was never forgotten by Lememe, and when in 1798 the news of 
war having been declared between France and England readied 
the Isle of France, where his ship chanced to he lying, the sturdy 
Breton called for volunteers, and purchasing twelve carronades, 
he speedily converted the Hirnndelle into a dangerous foe to 
English commerce. 

His first prizes were two large Butch Indiamen, carrying 
respectively 18 and 40 guns, and with the money derived from 
their sale he purchased a fine cruiser, the Ville dc Bordeaux, 
82 guns, and manning her with 200 men in October, 1794, 
once more set sail for the Bay of Bengal. After capturing 
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two English vessels, he ravaged the Dutch settlements in Su- 
matra, securing as his own share booty to the extent of ^40,000. 
Transferring his flag on his return to the Isle of France 
successively to i\iQ Amphitrite and VUni, Lememe for two years 
scoured the Indian seas, capturing in all seventeen merchant- 
men. His career was cut short by Captain Adam of the Sybil, 
who, on the 31st December, 1801, compelled him to strike his 
flag, and Lememe was sent a prisoner to England. Released 
by the terms of the Treaty of Amiens, Lememe entered into 
partnership with a banker at St. Malo ; but his knowledge of 
business was limited, and whilst he was acquiring the experience 
necessary for commercial success, his roguish partner was 
amassing that capital which he needed to enable him to prosecute 
his calling single-handed. In less than twelve months Lemtoe 
had lost all he possessed, and turned once more to the sea as 
the only means of retrieving his shattered fortunes. Towards 
the end of 1803 wn find him once more clearing out from the 
port of Saint Malo on a fine brig, the Fortune, 12, carrying a 
crew of 160 men. The success of his second venture was 
marvellous, but it was brought to a speedy close. On the 7th 
November, 1804, the Fortune fell in with the Concord, 48, a 
frigate which had been specially detached to search for 
Lememe, and after a sharp combat of a couple of hours, the 
brave privateer was a prisoner on the English frigate. In the 
short space of ten months Lememe bad captured fifteen vessels 
and realized <^£’82,000 ; but he never lived to enjoy his easily 
gotten fortune, as he died on the Walthamstow during the 
voyage to England, being thus spared a third sojourn on those 
hulks which were a disgrace to our boasted civilization. 

Dutertre, Counon, Potier and Malrousse of St. Malo, and 
Pinaud of Nantes, were equally daring privateers, who made the 
Isles of France and of Bourbon the base of operations daring 
in their inception and galling in their results to British 
commerce. 

In the month of October, 1798, Dutertre captured the follow- 
ing English vessels : the Surprise, Princess Royal, Thomas, Lord 
Hobart, Governor North, and Wellesley ; but in the following 
year his little craft, the Malartie, named after the Governor of 
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tlie Isle of France, was captured by tlie Phaoiiy, Kk jiiuI 
Diitertre despatcbed to England as a prisoner of war. .Idb-a.scd 
by the Peace of Amiens, be, like Surcouf andLemfuio, rciMiin- 
menced bis fascinating career, and in tbe year lS(KV-4 bo 
captured tbe Ilehecca, Active, Clarendon, Addtmjton, Wdliinn, 
Admiral Rainier, Action, Warren Haslings, all ihic. Indiainen, 
ranging from 650 to 800 tons, and several small coasting craft. 

To tbe Malouines belong tbe glory of never disdaining to 
face tbe most unequal odds. Potier, in the Jierontnf, 18, 
attacked and captured a Portuguese man-of-war ilio (’onc'-nii), 
carrying 54 guns ; whilst Malrousse, on the Ifh’ajen'tv. 18, fought 
a most gallant action with H.M.S. Trhieomalvi', of the same 
number of guns, but of far heavier metal. 

To these we must add tbe names of Coutaiice, Peron, Henri, 
Trancbmere, Le Sage, and others whose deeds still live in the 
memories of tbe Malouines, always ready to laud the gallant 
actions of a town ever renowned for its naval heroes. 

It can readily be imagined that the successes of the 
privateers of the Isle of France and of Bourhon struck terror 
into the hearts of the merchants of the East Indies ; it is true 
that trade was never at a standstill, hut the insurance offices 
demanded the most exorbitant premia, and on more than ono 
occasion the Governor-General had prevented vessels leaving the 
Hooghly owing to the proximity of the privateers. In point of 
fact these small craft blockaded our Eastern ports, and, seciiro 
in their island harbour, it was idle to hope that their ravages 
could be checked until their base of operations had been 
wrested from them. 

In 1799, Lord Wellesley determined on practically carrying 
out this idea, hut the expeditionary force collected for this 
purpose was necessarily diverted to Egypt, and so Sir Ihivid 
Baird was then denied the honour of commanding an army 
which should cross swords with the French. 

After the outbreak of the war in 1803, we have seen that tlie 
successes of the privateers were greater than ever, hut our naval 
strength was inadequate for the double task of protecting the 
Indian coasts and sweeping the Indian seas. To attempt a 
descent on the islands was beyond our power, but at last the 
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indignation of the mercantile community grew to such a pitch 
that Lord Minto, in 1809, determined to put into execution 
Lord Wellesley’s plans. 

The task was no light one. Both the Isles of France and 
Bourbon were defended by powerful works ; the navigation, 
difficult on account of the many reefs which surround them, 
was rendered doubly difficult by reason of the cyclones which 
sweep the Indian Ocean with resistless fury ; but the heavy losses 
sustained by insurance companies at the hands of the French 
vessels of war, which, making these islands their head-quarters, 
preyed upon our commerce, compelled our Government to resort 
to action, and in September, 1809, a small expedition was fitted 
out for the purpose of reconnoitring the islands, ascertaining 
the force garrisoning them, and thus enabling the Governor- 
General of India to draw up a more complete plan of action. 
A squadron, under the command of Commodore J. Rowley, 
consisting of one line-of-battle ship, three frigates, and a 
couple of Indiamen, having on board 350 Madras troops under 
Colonel Keatinge, rendezvoused off Edunion on the 20th of 
September, and at dawn on the following morning a landing 
party, made up to 600 strong with the addition of some Blue- 
jackets and Marines, disembarked without opposition, and had 
carried the two principal batteries commanding the harbour of 
St. Paul’s before the Governor w'as aware of the proximity of a 
hostile force. No sooner was the British flag hoisted over these 
batteries than the squadron stood in to the harbour and secured 
a French frigate, retook two fine East Indiamen, lying captured 
under her guns, and made prizes of fourteen French ships laden 
with sugar, coffee, &c. The Governor of the island, M. Des 
Boulais, made no attempt at dislodging the British, and they 
were enabled to effect the object of their expedition, and to 
withdraw from the island with property valued at half a 
million sterling, 123 guns of different calibres, and with 
information of an equally valuable character, without the loss of 
a man. 

The expedition now sailed to Rodriguez, where it disembarked. 
Colonel Keatinge returning to Madras to lay before the Governor- 
General the plans for the reduction of the recently visited island. 
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He found Lord Miiito still bent on tlie project, ljut Hit' ?iriif1ras 
Army liad but just emerged from a troublous period of disuib-e-. 
tion, during which the British officers in the service oft he ha. 4 
India Company had displayed an insubordinate, not to s;iy 
mutinous, spirit; but few English troops could he spared, flic 
islands were, it was known, not only well fortified, hut strongly 
garrisoned, and the recent expedition would doubtless have the. 
effect of patting the garrison on their guard. The prospect of 
pitting Madras infantry against Bonaparte’s veterans was not one 
affording much encouragement. 

The Governor- General of India was, however, a man W’ortliy 
of the trust reposed in him ; the firmness with which lie f|uelled 
the white mutiny at Madras was on a par with the military 
prescience he displayed in organizing the expedition against 
Bourbon and the Mauritius. He is not the only one of his 
family who has shown himself possessed of soldierlike qualities. 
A long line of Elliots have graced our fighting services from 
that day until now. During the recent campaigns in Spain, 
Turkey and Afghanistan, Gilbert Elliot, Viscount Melgimd, dis- 
played such cool courage, such ready resources, such an aptitude 
for soldiering, that though hut an amateur on-looker, he was 
selected by Lord Wolseley, in the Egyqitian campaign of 188'3, 
for the command of the Mounted Infantry, and received a W'ound 
and a brevet majority for his conspicuous service ; lioiiig, I 
believe, the first Volunteer officer wounded in action, as he is the 
only one who has received promotion for w^ar services, if I 
except H.S.H. the Prince of Teck. Later still, Lord Melgimd 
greatly distinguished himself in the sui)pression of Eiei’s 
rebellion in Canada in 1885. 

Early in June, 1810, Lord Minto’s plans were matured, and 
two brigades, each consisting of a Line battalion, and two 
battalions of Madras troops, in all 3,600 men, under the com- 
mand of Colonels Fraser and Macleod, with Keatinge as Cora- 
mander-in-Ohief, sailed from Madras, arriving off Bourbon on 
the 8th of July. The landing was effected in three columns ; 
the 86th County Downs, with one Madras corps, disembarked 
at Grande Chaloupe; a party of Blue-jackets, with some ships’ 
guns, \vere immediately intrenched in a commanding position. 
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to cut off all communication between the towns of St. Paul 
and St. Denis. The second column, consisting of some Blue- 
jackets, Marines, and a Madras regiment, under Captain 
Willoughby, R.N., occupied the hills overlooking the Riviere 
de Pluies ; the third column, which was composed of the 69th 
Foot and a Madras corps, was landed further to the right. No 
attempt was made by the French to oppose the disembarkation 
of our troops, who on the following morning advanced upon 
St. Denis. The column moving from Grande Ohaloupe found 
its way barred by a considerable force of the enemy, numbering 
over 5,000 men, their flank resting on a formidable redoubt. 
The 86th were not to be denied, and, though outnumbered ten 
to one, our men broke into a charge and drove the French pell- 
mell from the field, capturing the redoubt, and thus opening up 
communication with the naval detachment under Captain 
Willoughby. This column displaying equal forwardness and 
gallantry, had carried a similar work armed with ten guns. 
The French having lost their outworks, now retired into the 
capital, which was strongly defended: a very heavy fire was kept 
up on our troops, who suffered some loss. Colonel Keatinge 
accordingly directed some guns to be landed from the squadron, 
and made preparations for assaulting the place on the morrow, 
but at dawn the white flag was hoisted over the Commandant’s 
quarters, and on the 10th of July, just one month after the 
expedition had sailed from Madras, the Island of Bourbon was 
in our hands, the loss of the victors being one officer and 
seventeen men killed and fifty-nine wounded. The French loss 
was trifling in killed and wounded, but 240 guns and 6,000 
prisoners of war fell into our hands. Bourbon remained in the 
possession of the English until the year 1815, when, in virtue 
of the Treaty of Paris, it ^was restored to the French. Under 
the Restoration it still retained its old name, although for a 
brief period it was known as Tile Bonaparte, and it has for 
many years been more generally called “Reunion.” 

Pojnilation . — The population of Reunion amounts to 172,084, 
of whom 64,411 are coolies. Unlike the West Indian colonics, 
in Reunion the men are largely in excess of the w'omen, the 
number being — 
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Males. 

Feuuiles, 

Adult Whites .... 

4-2, SI 6 

34, It 74* 

„ Coolies .... 

Sd,607 

10,743 

Whites under 14 . 

22,935 

19,057 

Coolies „ 14 . 

5,911 

4,941 


105,269 

68,815 

The coolies being thus subdivided 



East Indians 


42,519 

Africans 


21,281 

Chinese 


608 


During the last three years the fluctuations in population show 
an increase in births, marriages, and deaths, but tlie preponder- 
ance of the latter and the practical suppression of immigrants 
from the East Indies, are elements which must materially affect 
the welfare of the island until steps are tahen which shall 
improTe the sanitary condition of the towns and plantations, 
and remove those hardships and cruelties which practically 
reduce the position of a coolie to that of a slave, and which of 
late years have been so uiijnstiliable, so shamelesH, as to comptd 
the Indian Government to forbid the shipment cf coolies to 
French colonies. This act of humanity on onr part has given 
rise to a renewal of the slave-trade on the part of Franco. 
Under the guise of free lahourers, the officials of the iicpublic 
now import plantation hands from the East Coast of Africa and 
the island of Madagascar. The follouing table explains itself : 


1879 . 

Marriages. 

. . 987 

llirths. 

4,382 


1880 . 

. 1,089 

4,529 

<:,1 18 

1881 . 

. 1,158 

4,728 

6.606 

1882 . 

. 1,237 

4,861 

(i,983 


Giving a mean death-rate during the past three years of di) per 
thousand. 

Government and Administration . — As regards its administj';i- 
tion, Reunion is classed in the same category as AluriiniijUi* 
and Guadaloupe ; that is to say, the Governor is assisted by a 
Supreme Council, a Coiiseil General, and a Conseil Conteniieiix, 
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elected in the same manner as in the other islands, whilst all 
local institutions are watched over by the mayors with their 
adjoints and Conseils Municipaux. For purposes of internal 
administration, the island is divided into sixteen Communes, 
which return thirty-six members to the Conseils Greneraux. 
These Communes have considerable spending power, raising in 
rates and taxes over ^6100,000 per annum, the whole of wdiich 
is spent in local improvements. 


TABLE OF COMMUNES, WITH THBIE RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE. 


Cornmmie. 

Receipts. 

Expenditure. 

Members returned 
to Oonseil Gi6neral. 

Saint Denis 

Francs. 

625,196 

Francs. 

625,196 

6 

Sainte Marie . 

73,386 

73,386 

3 

Saiiite Suzanne . 

82,299 

82,299 


Saint Aiidre . 

213,371 

213,371 

3 

Salazie .... 

68,070 

68,070 


Saint Benoit . 

198, 0.50 

198,050 

4 

PJaiue dt‘S Palniister . 

28,479 

28,479 


Sainte Rose . 

55,425 

5.5,425 


Saint Paul .... 

301,939 

301,939 

’5 

Saint Leu 

108,160 

108,160 

2 

Saint Louis 

201.1.50 

201,150 

4 

Saint Pierre . 

363,176 

363,176 

6 

Saint Joseph 

97,813 

152,813 

3 

Saint Philippe 

32,990 

32,990 


Entre Deux 

64,271 

87,431 


Bras Panon ... 

157,060 

183,806 



2,670,835 

2,775,741 

36 


AVe thus find that the municipal expenditure in Reunion 
reaches the respectable figure of £111,030, being an excess 
over receipts of more than £4,000. 

On the establishment of the East India Company by Colbert, 
Bourbon, as I have said, was placed under the jurisdiction of 
Pondicherry. Edicts of January 1671 and February 1701 
relegated to the Indian courts all civil and criminal cases 
arising within the island, but owing to the infrequent com- 
munication between Edunion and Hindostan, on the Governor 
devolved the triple functions of legislative, administrative, and 
judicial head of thecolonju The representations of this official 
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'had the eifect, in the year 1711, of separating Boiirhon from 
Pondicherry in all cases except appeals, and in 17i)B the last 
link which bound the island to the continent was severed and 
a Court of Appeal was established in St. Denis. 

Justice.— The courts now consist of a Court of Appeal at 
St. Denis, Tribunals of the First Instance, and Courts of 
Assize for criminal business, at St. Denis and St. Pierre, and 
nine courts of Juges de Paix. The same rules of procedure 
and the same codes are in force as obtain in France, modilietl 
in a very slight degree to meet the difference of customs which 
exist between the populations of the mother country and of its 
colony. The population is much given to litigation, the 
average number of cases before tbe courts being close on 8,000, 
of which about 500 are criminal. 

Education . — The congenial task of laicizing all the primary 
schools in Pieunion is being rapidly pushed forward by the 
Pmpiiblican Administration of the island. At the present 
momejit (1886) over 11,500 children of both sexes are receiv- 
ing gratuitous education at tbe bands of 850 professors, who 
are drawn from the Department of Public Iiistructioii in 
France. There are altogetlior 157 places of primary in- 
struction. 

Of tbe eight establishments which come under the heading 
of secondary instruction, the Lycee at St, Denis is the most 
important, I believe, in any French colouyn It counts on its 
books 500 pupils, and is endowed with a number of scliolar- 
sliips which permit the holders to complete their education in 
France. 

In the Colonial Budget the sum of =£24,000 is allotted 
annually to education. 

Edlgion . — Hitherto the State religion of the island has hemi 
the Catholic, and even under the Republic close on £7,000 a 
year is granted for the stipends of the clergy, who are under 
the domination of a Bishop, the see having been created i>y 
Napoleon III. in 1861. 

PiiUic Works . — ^Considerable sums are being expended on 
public works in Pfounion, the most important of these beii\g — 
a. The iron landing pier at St. Denis, an i.'xceedingly 
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liantlsome structure, wliicli it is estimated will cost 
lialf a million sterling, 

h. The railway, commenced in 1882, destined to connect 
the harbour of des Gralets with the town of St. 
Pierre and St. Benoit, its total mileage being 
seventy- seven, and towards the completion of which 
.£15,000 was voted in the budget of 1885. 
c. The harbour at des Galets, which will, when com- 
pleted, cover forty acres, with an average depth of 
twenty-five feet. The estimated cost is one and a half 
millions. This sum has been raised in France, the 
interest on which has been guaranteed by the State, 
to an amount not exceeding £80,000 a year. 

Cultivation and Commerce. — E,£union is to-clay essentially 
a sugar-producing colony, though in the earlier clays of the 
French occupation its most valuable exports were pepper, 
coffee, and spices. In the matter of sugar the merchants of 
Reunion have taken the lead of all their brother colonists, 
adapting themselves to the spirit of the times in a manner 
quite foreign to their countrymen. The clumsy machinery depen- 
dent on cattle for its motive power has been replaced by steain 
factories replete with every appliance, and efforts are being 
made to find new outlets for its trade in our colonies and in New 
Holland, now that the protective duties of its mother country, 
and the rapid production of beet- sugar, has practically driven 
cane-sugar from European markets. 



Sugar. 

Coffee. 

Cloves. 

Cocoa. 

Tobacco. 


Aci-eag-c. 

Output. 

Acreage 

Output. 

Acreage 

Output. 

Acreage 

Output. 

Acreage 

Output. 

! 


lb.s. 


lbs. 


lbs. 


lb.s. 


lbs. 
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2,259,500 







1 83;') 


... 


2,028,246 


1,638,000 


22,000 


180,400 

1875 




822,800 






1,064,800 

,1S76 











11877 




182,000 







1878 




1,174,800 







1879 




1,130,000 


... \ 




1,018,600 

|1880 




1,199,000 


eiieoo 


112, ’200 


1,64.5,400 

jlSSl 




1,570,000 


28,600 


1,600 


972,000 

11882 

] 21,773 

64,160,000 

15,365 

1 

1,683,400 

100 

57,000 

. ■ . 1 

: 250 

i ■ , 

43,000 

660 

11,246,000 

! 
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The total value of the sugar crop being estimated at— 

Sugai-, 64,460,000 lbs. ^o-2S,00() 

Eum, 550,000 gallons 400,000 

Molasses, 704,000 gallons .... .5'2,000 

whilst the total capital sunk in the sugar iudustiy represents a 
sum close on five and a half millions sterling, namely — 

Lands employed in Sugar Cultivation . . C'(,0oo,()no 

Plant, Macliiuery, &c. l,ii2o,in)i) 

Cattle pni,(MK) 

Owing to the fact that Beunion is principally a sugar-proihic- 
ing colony, it is evident that its trade with France, owing to the 
policy that country is pursuing with regard to the sugar trade, 
must necessarily he a declining one ; indeed, in the hist eight 
years, the exports from the island to France have sunk fifty 
per cent. ; and though there has not been such a marked fall in 
the imports from the mother country, there has been a very 
sensible reduction even in these, as the following table will 
show : — 


1876 

Exports to France. 

£923,14? 

Imports from France. 
i;3-t3,198 

1877 

892,300 

321,012 

1878 

874,704 

389,168 

1879 

714,833 

296,818 

1880 

628,080 

367,945 


The imports and exports of the colony are thus sumnl^lrii^(;d 
in the annual commercial statistics published by the Custom 
tiouse officials of France, for the year 1881 : — 


Imports. E.vports. 

To or from Prance . . .£317,916 d:70],*.ii)l 

„ French Colonies . 55,224 12,6(l-J 

„ Foreign Countries . 759,992 228,435 

The principal items being — 

Ijii’orts ruoM Fuakck. 

Salt Meats C]l,U5ij 

vSalt Fish 15,2!-^ I 

Chemical Manures 13,295 

Wines and Spirits 69,1 SO 

Cotton Goods . . . . , . 50,801 

Leather Goods ... . ‘iit.Oki 
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Imports prom French Colonies. 


Salt Fish .... . . 

£9,192 

Eice 

13,616 

Cotton Goods . . 

10,124 

Imports prom Foreign Countries. 

Flour 

£55,318 

Eice 

352,24-2 

Tobacco 

50,203 

In tlie case of Reunion we find the commerce principally 
carried on with countries alien to France and by vessels not 
sailing under French colours, the movements of vessels in the 

port being — 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Vessels. Tonnage. 

Vessels. Tonnage. 

From or to France . . . 41 22,16‘5 

44 18,641 

„ „ French Colonies . 9 2,644 

32 13,772 

r 154 of these 

( of which 

„ „ Foreign Countries 189 / aggregaied 

173 ) 130 carried 

/ 58,674 tons. 

} 53,000tons. 

Finances. — The Local Revenue of Reunion does not suffice 

for one-half of its expenditure ; this amounts to over i;'400,000, 
irrespective of the sums disbursed by the various Municipal 
and Communal authorities for local improvements. 

The expenses may he here summarized : — 


Local Budget 

£176,530 

'^'Budget of Minister of Marine 

246,845 


428,375 

The principal items of Colonial Revenue are : — 

Postal Service 

. £16.777 

Licence Tax 

. 12,800 

House Tux ...... 

. 4,440 

Stamjjs and Eegistration. 

. 29,268 

Carriage Tax 

. 1,360 

Spirits and I’obacco Licence . 

. 67,052 

Weights and Measures . . 

. 1,080 

Export Hues . . . . 

. 32,380 „ 

Miscellaneous 

. 11,373 


£176,530 


For details see Appendix Ho. I. 
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Nossi Be. 

By the terms of the Treaty of Paris all the colonial jirissessions 
wrested from Prance since the Peace of Amiens were restored 
to her, with the exception of Tobago, Saint Lucia, iMauritins 
and its dependencies, the Seychelles, Adopting a .soinowliat 
comprehensive view of this clause, France laid claim to the 
entire island of Aladagascar, basing her claim on tiui faci s that 
some Jesuit missionaries had, for a number of years prior to 
the Revolution, owned establishments on the island, and that 
in the year 1G44 a certain Afonsienr de l^lacoiirt bad oilicially 
taken possession of it in the name of His klost Chtistiau 
Majesty Louis XV. Not only did the British (xovernmcut 
raise objections to such a course, but the King of the Hovas, 
who had recently succeeded in compelling all the minor tribes 
in Madagascar to submit to bis rule, not eonteut witb remon- 
strances, proceeded to force, and drove a French detucliment out 
of the small fort at Point Dauphin, and compelled them to 
restrict their possessions to the small island of Sain to Mario 
de Madagascar. The necessity, however, of obtaining teiTitoiy 
in the vicinity of the Isle of Bonrhon, whence they could draw 
a supply of “free labourers” for the sugar plantations of their 
last remaining colony in the Indian Ocean, caused tlio Frencli 
to turn their eyes to the group of islands to the north-west 
of Aladagascar. Recent events had thrown the greater part of 
the island into the hands of the Hovas, whose king was </e' 
facto sovereign of the island. The majority of tlie petty 
kinglets had voluntarily submitted to bis sway; some bad 
maintained a bold aspect of independence until thieateiied by 
the Hovas troops, whilst others had opposed the Hovas by force, 
and had been deprived of tlieir lands and drivmi into exile. 

Amongst this latter category came one Tsinuiiidroho, whose 
ancestors during the eighteenth century had lieeii Kings of 
the Sakalaves ; their territories had stretched along llie eastern 
coasts of Aludagasear, from Cape Amber in the nmlh, to Saint 
Augustine’s Bay in the south. Dispossessed uf his lands. 
Tsimandroho was driven to take refuge in the ishind of Nossi 
Be, and from thence he contrived to send messengers to Admiral 
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de Helle, the Governor of Bourbon, begging his assistance to- 
wards the recovery of his ancient kingdom. 

Any measure which would enable France to act against the 
Hovas, and punish them for the indignity offered to the French 
flag at Fort Dauphin in 1825, vras sure of receiving sujeport at 
Versailles, and the admiral promptly despatched a vessel of w^ar 
to Nossi Bd to enter into a treaty with the fugitive king — a 
treaty which, though not binding France to any definite course 
of action, should yet give her rights of sovereignty in Madagascar, 
and thus enable her, wdren opportunity might arise, to exercise 
her prerogatives and establish a permanent military settlement 
in some favourable spot. By the laws of the Hovas, slavery is 
allowed, and Admiral de Helle, aware of the labour crisis in 
Eeunion, and foreseeing the time when labourers from Africa 
would be required to rejjlace the newly-liberated slaves in 
that island, looked upon a footing in Madagascar as but a step 
in the direction of establishing labour depots within the domin- 
ions of the Queen of Madagascar. 

In September, 1839, Captain Passot, of the corvette Colibri, 
■was detached with full power to treat with King Tsimandroho, 
and in July of the following year a treaty was signed, by which 
that monarch, a fugitive from the throne of his fathers, ceded 
to the King of France territories of which he had been dis- 
possessed for upwards of ten years. By it France nominally 
obtained possession of the ancient territories of the Sakalaves 
on the main island, as well as of the small islands grouped off 
the north-west corner of Madagascar. 

It may be of interest to give a translation of the document 
upon which France bases her claim to the sovereignty of the 
island of Madagascar. 

“Declaration of Tsimandroho, to the Great King of France, 
Algeria, Isle of Bourbon, and of many other places. 

“I, Tsimandroho of the Golden Family, formerly King of 
Vokemar, and on the main land of Madagascar, now ruler of a 
part of Nossi Be and of Nossi Faly, having been driven from 
the main island by our cruel enemies the Hovas, I am not able 
to defend myself against their attacks. If no one comes to my 
aid I am utterly lost. 
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“ I liave collected together all my councillor^!, and the 
principal chiefs of my kingdom, to deliberate on the matter 
before us. We realize that the Kang of France is capable of 
conquering the Horas, and that he will not deceive us. If he 
comes to our aid we and our families may still hope to live. 
Therefore we place ourselves in the hands of the great King 
of France. I give to him my lands, my villages, and ail my 
subjects. I pray him to come and help us against the Hovas ; 
all my subjects wish to learn to fight as the French fight, and 
to wage war by their sides. I desire to become the child oi 
the King of France, even that he may be my father and I his 
son. I will obey all his orders, and the orders of those whom 
he sends to this country. If he tells me to stand up, I will 
stand, if to sit down, I will sit; if he tells me to w'ork or to 
fight, I will do just what he orders. 

“ We know nothing, we w^ant to learn everything ; w'e trust 
that the King of France will send us people to teach us to 
read and to wi'ite, and to become even as the French are.” 

In virtue of this deed of gift, ratified shortly after by a 
treaty, the French Government landed a small force on the 
island of Nossi Be, established a form of government similar 
to that in their other minor colonies, erected public buildings, 
nominated the usual posse of public oificials, and, in short, 
carried out the treaty to the letter, in so far as it concerned 
the cession of territory to themselves ; but, to his inexpressible 
chagrin, no efforts were made to recover for Tsimandroho 
the lost possessions on the main land. This breach of faith 
on the part of the French rankled in the breasts of the 
Sakalaves, and when, in 1848, in pursuance of a decree of 
the Senate, slavery was abolished in the French colonies, and 
they saw^ their chief source of wealth vanish at a blow, the 
smouldering embers of resentment burst into a blaze, and in 
the spring of 1849 the Sakalaves broke into open revolt. 

Aided by their kinsmen on the main island and in Nossi 
Fali, the insurgents, to the number of about 10,000, massed 
in the north of the island, and poured dowui on the French 
settlement. The total effective forces at the disposal of the 
Governor wnre sixty men of the infantry of the Marines, and 
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about eight hundred freed slaves. With these he endeavoured 
to make a stand. The Governor’s house was surrounded with 
earthworks, guns were mounted, the European residents, in- 
cluding the missionaries, called into the entrenchments, and 
every preparation made to repulse the coming attack. At the 
same time the women and children wmre j)laced on board some 
native vessels and despatched to Mayotte, under charge of the 
missionaries, who were also entrusted with despatches to the 
military Commandant of that island demanding reinforcements. 

For some w'eeks the little party w'ere exposed to a harassing 
blockade, and in a reconnaissance undertaken to ascertain the 
strength of the besieging force, the officer commanding the 
detachment of the Marine infantry lost his life. Pisheartened, 
but not dismayed, by the untoward incident, the Governor 
dispatched a further urgent appeal to Mayotte for aid. Pro- 
visions were scarce, water often difficult to obtain, and the 
temper of some of the native contingent not all that could be 
desired. 

The situation of the garrison w^as growing almost desperate 
when, on the Ist of July, the Sakalaves delivered their final 
attack. Under the command of some of the non-commissioned 
officers of the infantry of the Marine the freed slaves were sent 
out to meet them ; but these were soon driven in upon the 
entrenchments. Then, preceded by their priests, shouting, 
singing, and gesticulating, the insurgents welled on, and had 
arrived within a hundred yards of the earthworks when the 
ships’ guns, which had been mounted in commanding positions, 
poured a volley of case shot into their midst. It was their 
first taste of artillery ; checked and bewildered, the enemy 
huddled together, not knowing whether to fly or to make one 
desperate bid for success. Taking advantage of the pause, a 
second volley was poured into them, and in another moment 
the Sakalaves were flying towards the hills, hotly pursued by 
the semi-disciplined blacks. Quarter they neither asked nor 
expected. The pursuit w-as carried on all day, and on the 
arrival of reinforcements from Mayotte an organized punitive 
expedition was directed against the fugitives, who had sought 
safety in the mountainous regions in the north of the island. 
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Armed only with spears, the Sahalaves could make no stand 
against their pursuers, whose fury seemed redoubled by the 
mere fact of their prey being helpless. It is stated that up- 
wards of 3,000 Sakalaves perished ere the French Commander 
cried ‘‘ Hold, enough ! ” 

The lessom taught was a severe one, and since 1849 
the French have remained in undisputed possession of the 
island. 

Toiiograpliy . — The island of Nossi Bd is situated about a 
hundred and eighty miles to the east of Maj'otte, and about ten 
from the coast of Madagascar. It is evidently of volcanic 
origin, extinct craters of volcanoes being distinctly visible. Many 
of these are filled with water, and form considerable lakes. The 
central portion of the island is extremely fertile, high down- 
land rising in elevation to the southward, until it culminates in 
the mount Loucoubd, with an altitude of 1,486 feet. 

Nossi Be possesses no navigable river, but the banks of its 
numerous streams are w^ell cultivated, and many of these have 
debouchures convenient for the watering of passing vessels. 
The principal stream runs through the town of Hellville, a 
name by no means inappropriate when we consider the mean 
temperature of the island; but I believe that the Admiral under 
whose orders Nossi Be was annexed to the French is responsible 
for its nomenclature. 

Population . — In 1883 the population of Nossi Be amounted 
to 9,009 souls, 5,485 males and 3,574 females : the proportion of 
adults is not stated in official returns. 

Government and A dministration . — The colony is ad ministered 
by a Commandant, wffio has under his order a “Chef dii Service 
de ITiiterieur,” and a chief of the judicial department. The 
“ Conseil d’ Administration ” of the colony is of course presided 
over by the Governor, and it consists of the two chief officials 
above mentioned, and two of the chief (French subjects) 
inhabitants, named by the Governor. 

Justice is administered by a magistrate who 
combines the offices of Jiige de Paix with that of President 
of the Tribunal of the First Instance. All appeals are trans- 
ferred to the Superior Court in Reunion. As Jnge de Paix, 
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tliis official was called on to decide 27 cases, and as President 
of the Tribunal 77 cases, in the year 1881. 

Education , — As yet the laicization of the schools has not 
been effected in Nossi Be : the boys’ schools, at which there is an 
average attendance of 140, are under the charge of the Fathers 
of the order of St. Esprit, and the girls’ schools, at which the 
average is 105, are cared for by the Sisters of St. Joseph de 
Oluny. 

Cultivation and Commerce . — The total area of the island is 
about 73,250 acres : of which some 20,000 only are at present 
cultivated, and these are nearly all devoted to sugar planta- 
tions ; but efforts have recently been made to introduce coffee 
into the island. 

The total exports in 1882 amounted to £160,480, and imports 
to £148,800 ; in the same year, 29,864 tons of shipping cleared 
out of Port Hellville. The commerce was evenly divided between 
Prance and other countries, £67,014 imports arriving from the 
mother country, against £81,821 from other countries ; she, on 
the other hand, taking £89,436 of exports, whilst foreign coun- 


tries absorbed £61,070. 

The local receipts amounted to — 

£ s. d. 

Land Tax 380 0 0 

Poll Tax 1,120 0 0 

Licence Tax 1,360 0 0 

Export Duty on Sugar . . . . 600 0 0 

Licence for Sale and TransiDort of Spirits 800 0 0 

Post Dues 960 0 0 


6,220 0 0 


The sums allocated by the Minister of Marine for the admin- 
istration of the colony are set forth in xippendix No. I. 


Sainte Marie de Madagascar. 

Between the years 1642 and 1675 various trading companies, 
under the high patronage of Eichelieu and of Colbert, made 
repeated efforts to found French colonies on the island of 

F 



Madagascar. Doubtless at tins pcrioa, tiie island of Kossi 
Bouralii, or, as it is now called, Ste. Marie de Madagascar, was 
visited, if not occupied, by the French ; but tve have no authentic 
record of its being considered a dependency of France until the 
year 1750, when, in return for a pecuniary subsidy, Beti, son of 
King Eatzimilao, chief of tbe Betsimarake tribe, ceded bis in- 
terest in the island to the East India Company of France. This 
corporation saw in Kossi Bouralii a midway port between the 
Cape of Good Hope and their establishments in the East Indies, 
hut no efforts were made to do more than make it a mere port 
of call. 

During the wars of the Eevolution, French prestige was at a 
very low ebb in the Indian seas ; she had been harried from her 
ancient possessions ; and though by the Treaty of Ptiris of 1815 
these were to a certain extent restored to her, it yet needed 
vigorous action on the part of the Government to regain a foot- 
ing in those waters w'here the English flag reigned supreme. 
Availing itself of the ambiguous wording of that treaty, tlie, 
French Government despatched M. Sylvaiii de Banx, with 
instructions to take possession of the island of t>‘ainle "Marie d(', 
Madagascar and of the ports of Tamatave, Fort ituupliin, and 
Tintinque, on the main island. Siudi condiici was little to the 
liking of the Hovas, who, at the end of the oighleimih (‘(udury, 
had established themselves as the dominant race in Madagascar, 
and whose king was virtually considered by all minor cbiid's as 
sovereign of tbe island, and he vras by no lueuus inclined to 
brook the appearance of a foreign Hag on his shores. For dose 
on thirteen years hostilities were waged between the Hovas and 
the French. One by one tbe establishments of the latter power 
were abandoned, until, in 1831, the white flag of France was seen 
no more on the main island. Kanavolana pursued tbe same 
relentlessly hostile policy as Radama, her fothcr ; but slic was 
unable to undertake an expedition to chase the Frcmdi from the 
Isle of Sainte Marie, which since 1831 has been tlunr solo 
possession on the eastern shore of Madagascar. 

Topography. — Ste. Marie is a long, narrow islaiid, abont 3(i 
miles in length by 2 in breadth, separated from its larger sisior 
by a channel whose mean width is but a few miles. It is 
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sheltered from the north by Cape Antougil, and from all 
westerly gales by the main island, so that when anchored in the 
harbour of Marorano, on its western shores, vessels are secure 
from any gale. The country is fertile and undulating, possess- 
ing excellent pasturage, and the whole island is traversed by 
innumerable streams. There is but little cultivation, the 
inhabitants growing what is necessary for their own needs, and 
making a precarious livelihood, either by fishing or selling 
cattle to the traders from Mauritius and Reunion. 

Population . — The population at the last census amounted to 
7,189 souls, of whom 3,491 were males, 3,698 females ; of these 
2,489 were adults over fourteen years of age. The original 
inhabitants were evidently of CaiSfre origin ; like their neighbours, 
the Betsimarakes, they have black skins, thick lips, and crisp, 
curly hair : many still retain these characteristics, though from 
intermarriage with Sakalave settlers, who are thronging to the 
island, the race is gradually diminishing. The unhealthiness 
of Ste. Marie de Madagascar proves an insuperable bar to 
European colonization. In 1883 there were but fourteen 
Europeans on the island, and of these ten were officials. 

Go^)ernment and Administration , — For purposes of adminis- 
tration Ste. Marie is attached to Reunion, an officer being 
deputed by the Governor of that island to carry on all duties 
connected with the tiny dependency. This official is Governor, 
Magistrate, and Commandant, all rolled into one ; but his 
duties are light, as all criminal cases are referred to the superior 
courts in St. Denis. 

Education . — The Jesuits, who for so many years carried on • 
their work of evangelization in the island, have left traces of 
their energy in two schools, which still exist and give gratui- 
tous instruction to 968 children of both sexes. 

Cidtivation and Commerce . — The island may be said to be 
almost uncultivated. The natives, it is true, grow a small 
quantity of cloves and coffee, but, being naturally extremely 
indolent and averse to manual labour, they trust to traders 
from Reunion and Mauritius to supply them even with the rice 
necessary for their own consumption, although, from the 
sw^ampy nature of certain districts, the country is peculiarly 

k F 2 



68 


Colonial Fi'ance. 


well suited for the cultivation of this staple article of diet. 
Efforts have been made hy the French officials to establish some 
plantations of cocoanut trees; but although 55,000 of these 
have been planted, and in 1882 were in full hearing, no colonist 
has been found hardy enough to offer himself as a tenant to 
the provincial government. 

Without cultivation, Ste. Marie naturally remains without 
commerce ; some small craft trade between it and Pteunion and 
the Mauritius, and the despatch boat attached to the former 
island, as well as casual trading steamers, occasionally visit 
its ports. In 1882 the total imports were li7,264, and exports 
d64,400 ; rice being the principal article in the former category, 
cattle in the latter. 

Finances . — As may readily be conceived, the labours of the 
Governor in this direction are not of an arduous character : the 
expenditure, infinitesimal as it is, resembles the system in 
vogue in all other French colonies, it is not provided for by the 
revenue of the island, and the Minister of Marine and Colo- 
nies has to furnish an annual sum to enable a balance to be 
struck. The salaries of all the officials are included in the 
Reunion Budget, yet the following extract from official papers 
will suffice to show the condition of the island : — 


£ s. d. 

Land Tax . 78 2 6 

Poll Tax 1-29 12 6 

Licence Tax . . . . . . lijO 0 10 

Duty and Transport on Spirits . . 285 16 2 
Subvention from tbe State . . . 2,482 0 0 


8,125 12 0 


The whole of this sum, with the exception of -T329 12s. 6d. 
devoted to educational purposes, is spent on improvements in 
roads, repairs to public buildings, and efforts to develop the 
cocoanut plantations, which languish for want of a tenant. 
The expenses of the Naval squadron, borne proportionately by 
Ste. Marie, hut paid by the State, is £12,391. 

Ill view of the probable annexation of Madagascar hy France, 
Ste. Marie has an important future, as it covers the most valu- 
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able harbour on the eastern shores of the mainland, and offers 
a secure resting-place for a squadron unable to gain the friendly 
shelter of lidunion. 


Mayotte. 

The most westerly of the group of islands in Malagan 
waters now owned by the French is Mayotte. The bistory of tbe 
island in its relations to its present possessors is very similar 
to that already narrated regarding Nossi Be and Ste. Marie. 

In 1841, after obtaining from King Tsimandroho the cession 
of the islands close under the coast of Madagascar, M. Passot 
proceeded to the westward and formally annexed Mayotte. The 
inhabitants were by no means cordial in the welcome they 
accorded their new owners, and it was not until June 1843 that 
all symptoms of hostility were stamped out. In the following 
year, after careful plans had been made of all their newly- 
acquired possessions, the French determined to convert the 
little island of Dzaoudzi, close under the eastern shoi*es of 
Mayotte, into a second Gibraltar. Large numbers of skilled 
workmen were transported thither from Europe, free labourers 
were also brought over from neighbouring islands, and vast 
sums spent in commencing the foundations of a series of forts 
which were to dominate the harbour of Ohoa. After an enor- 
mous sum, stated to have been £320,000, had been expended on 
this idea, the project was abandoned. The island of Dzaoudzi, 
however, was selected as the site for a permanent military 
garrison. A hospital and the usual Government offices were 
constructed ; on these a further sum of six million francs have 
been spent. 

Topography . island of Mayotte lies fairly north and 
south, its extreme length being twenty-five and its breadth about 
eight miles. Its coast is deeply indented by large land-locked 
bays, which at all times afford secure shelter for vessels. The 
principal harbour is that of Ohoa, which is protected from the 
north by the barren island of Pamanzi, and from the east by 
that of Dzaoudzi. These two islands are connected b;^ a 
narroAv tongue of land, which is completely covered at high 
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water. To the north of Mayotte, the bay of Loiigoni, and on 
its western coast that of Boeni, also furnish excellent haihour- 
age for vessels of considerable tonnage, 

A considerable range of hills, rising to a height of 3,000 feet, 
runs down the centre of the island ; the western slopes of these 
are well wooded and very fertile, whilst the eastern are more 
precipitous and destitute of cultivation, the ground on that side 
being much cut up by numerous ravines, which during the 
rainy season are roaring torrents, but in the winter are dry and 
barren. The great want of water is severely felt in all the 
towns on the south-eastern coasts; to obviate this scarcity art 
has been called in to supplement nature, and tanks similar to 
those constructed at Aden, hut on a far smaller scale, have 
been constructed near Choa. 

On the French occupation in 1843 there was but one town 
of any note, and this, the inhabitants having been given to 
commerce with the neighbouring islands, was situated on the 
shores of the excellent harbour of Cboa, Small groups of 
Arab villages w’ere scattered about in various places, but they 
rarely consisted of more than ten or fifteen huts, and scarc(.dy 
deserved even the designation of village. Now comparative pros- 
perity reigns, and besides Giioa and the French settlement on 
Dijaoudzi, there are two or three towns of considerahh) size, 
notably Koeni, Jongoni, Dopani, and others. 

Popiilatio7i . — The population of Mayotte in 1882 comprised 
8,794 souls; the surplus of males is here more distinctly 
visible than in the other islands whose history I have sketched, 
the numbers being : males, 5,561 ; females, 3,283 ; of these 
876 boys, and 852 girls are under 18 years. By far the 
greater majority of the inhabitants are Mussulmans, some being 
descendants from the old Arab traders who settled in iVlayotte 
ill the fourteenth century, others being tribesmen of the main 
laud converted to Mahomedauism. 

Goi-eniment and Administration . — The Governor of the 
island is assisted in his duties by the chief of the “ Service 
Interieur,” and of the service " Judiciare.” There being no 
Conseil General, when questions relating to the colony come up 
lor discussion, a Council is formed of the three Goveniment 
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officials and two of the principal inhabitants named by the 
Governor. Should the question be one of finance, two addi- 
tional members elected by the colony have a seat at the 
Board. 

Justice . — The judicial requirements of the Island are met by 
the appointment of an official who, under the style and title of 
“ Juge President,” unites the offices of Juge de Paix and .luge 
of the Tribunal of the First Instance. All appeals, as well as 
all criminal cases, are referred to the Superior Courts at Be- 
union. The labours of the Judge, who is assisted by a 
Greffier, are light, as the following extract from official returns 
of 1885 show : — 

Tkibunal or the Fiest Instance. 


Civil Causes . . . . . .29 

Commercial Cases 29 

Minor Criminal Offences . . . .57 

OrricE or Juge de Paix. 

Civil Cases 10 

Simple Police Cases 87 


The annual returns for the year 1885 give the following 
results as regards the commerce in the island of Mayotte : — 



Imports. 

Exports. 

From or to Prance 

. £19,108 

£86,181 

„ other Countries . 

. 23,691 

6,994 

The shipping movements being — 


Entered. 

Cleared. 

Preuch A^essels . ' . 

33 

42 

Other Flags . . . . 

83 

77 


Education . — The inhabitants of the island being Maho- 
medans, there is a strong objection on the part of parents to 
send their children to the Catholic schools, and the small pro- 
gress which the missionaries were making in Mayotte has been 
rudely checked by the conduct of the Republican Ministry in 
withholding State aid from the religious schools ; this, too, 
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has engendered suspicions on the part of the Arabs as to the 
genuineness of the Jesuit creed. 

Native children, therefore, are instructed hy Moollahs of their 
own persuasion, whilst the two small missionary schools are 
attended only by 21 boys and 18 girls. 

Cultivaimi and Commerce.— The want of water on the 
eastern ridges of the island interferes much with the success- 
ful cultivation of the soil. At the present moment there are 
about 7,200 acres under tillage, 4,000 of them being devoted 
to sugar, of wbicb, in 1882, 7,726,000 lbs. were exported. 
Efforts are also being made to produce coffee and tobacco. In 
the same year, the exports of coffee amounted to 11,660 lbs., 
and of tobacco to S,720 lbs. — a small beginning, it is true, but 
still enougb to show that, with care and proper appliances, the 
future of the little colony may be one of prosperity. 

Although vast sums have been spent on the harl)our, which 
w’as originally intended as a refuge for ships of -war, tlie trade 
of the island, owing to its position as w^ell as to its size, must 
necessarily be insignificant. Thus, in 1882, hut 122 vessels, 
of a gross tonnage of 11,250 visited the island, and of this 
amount 6,500 tons were under the French flag. 

Finances . — The Local Budget comprises all expenditure rela- 
tive to the internal administration of the colony, but naturally 
this is far more than is met by the revenue, which has to bo 
largely supplemented by State aid. 

The Minister of the Colonies furnishes over ,£20,000 a year 
to the support of this little island. For the details of this 
sura, the reader is referred to xippendix No. I. 

The Local Budget gives the following sums : — 


By Land Tax . . . . 

. 2 400 

0 

0 

„ Poll Tax . . ... 

, 1,300 

0 

0 

„ Licence Tax . , . 

. 920 

0 

0 

„ Sale and Transport of Spirits .• 

. 880 

0 

0 

„ Customs and Export Dues . 

. 4,240 

0 

0 


9,640 0 0 


The expenditure amounts, then, to close on £30,000 a year, 



Rdtmion and Islands in the Indian Ocean, 73 

irrespective of the pay of the troops, which it is impossible 
accurately to determine. If to this sum we add the interest 
on 14,000,000 francs, wasted on defensive works, it is easy to 
arrive at the conclusion that Mayotte in the past has been, 
as well as is in the present, an expensive possession for our 
neighbours. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

EAST INDIAN POSSESSIONS. 

East Indian Possessions ; I’ondicherry, Mahe, Chanclernagore, Kankal, 
and yanaon— Early History of the French in India — Trading 
Companies under Royal Support — Richelieu and Colbert’s Efforts 
— Beaulieu and Oarron — Francois Martin’s gallant Defence of 
St. Thome — Founding of Pondicherry — War with the English — 
Repeated Capture of the French Possessions — Population — Govern- 
ment and Administration — Justice — Education — Agriculture — 
Commerce — Industry — Finances. 

The permanent connection between France and India may be 
said to date back to the year 1604, when Richelieu with a flourisli 
of trumpets founded “ La Campagnie Royale des Indes Orieii- 
tales,” though upwards of a century previously efforts had been 
made by the merchant venturers — to adopt a happy Bristolian 
phrase— of Rouen, Dieppe, and Havre, to open up communica- 
tions with the Indian markets. The earliest of these attempts 
of which we have any authentic record took place in the year 
150S,when two small vessels cleared out of Havre, bound to the 
ports of Hindostan. Little craft measuring respectively 120 and 
96 tons, crowded with idlers as well as seamen, lumbered up 
with goods destined for Oriental bazaars, the result might w-ell 
have been foretold— they wore never heard of again. Three 
decades w^ere allowed to elapse before another squadron was 
fitted out, when in 1538 a second, and in 1545 a third, expe- 
dition started on similar bootless errands. It was reserved for 
Richelieu to lay the foundation of that Eastern Empire which, 
after bitter struggles and varying fortunes, now constitutes the 
most valuable of all British possessions. 

It is beyond the scope of this work to enter into the details of 
those long and interesting wars waged hetiveen France and 
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England in the plains of Lower Hindostan, but a brief 
summary of the history of the French in India is necessary in 
order to show how their acquisitions, which at one time 
threatened to swallow up our own, and did actually far surpass 
them in extent, have now dwindled away to a few insignificant 
towns, all of which on more than one occasion have fallen into 
our hands, to be as often, by a misplaced generosity, ceded to our 
hereditary foes. 

Jealous of the successes of the Dutch in the East, and fore- 
seeing the immense advantages that must accrue to France 
from an extension of her colonial markets, Bichelieu determined 
to folloAV the example set by the Norman merchants of the 
preceding century, and to fight the Dutch on their own ground. 
On the 1st of June, 1604, he accordingly granted a charter 
under Koyal Patent to “ La Oampagnie Eoyale des Indes 
Orientales,'* bestowing on it for fifteen years an exclusive trade 
with the East. Further than this, the company was aided with 
subsidies from the Boyal Treasuries, and vessels from the 
Boyal dockyards ; but even this assistance was not sufficient to 
induce private individuals to embark in the venture, or to allay 
the jealousies and stifle the quarrels which at once arose 
amongst the original proprietors. The company died stillborn ; 
but in the year 1611 a fresh, but unsuccessful, effort was made 
to awaken public interest in the defunct undertaking. In 1615, 
some merchants of Kouen petitioned the King for the transfer 
of the charter, and in July, 1615, an amicable arrangement 
was arrived at between the proprietors of “La Oampagnie 
Boyales des Indes Orientales ” and the Bouennois. This 
was followed up by decisive action, for in the following year an 
expedition, under the joint command of de Nets and Antoine 
Beaulieu, left the Seine for Eastern waters. Of this voyage, 
Tavernier has left us an interesting account; and though the 
venture does not appear to have been actually a successful one, 
so far as its financial results are concerned, it opened up such 
vistas of untold wealth to the merchants of Bouen, that, despite 
the organized opposition of the Dutch, both at home and 
abroad, it was determined to carry on the operations of the 
company on a still more extensive scale. 
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In 1619, Beaulieu was nominated to tlie cominaucl of a 
squadron, consisting of the Montmorenci, 450 tons, 22 guns, 
VEsperance, 400 tons, 17 guns, and V Hermitage, 75 tons, 8 guns, 
carrying crews amounting to 320 men. Although the V Esperance 
was lost in an engagement off Acheen, and Beaulieu had to en- 
counter not only the perils of the difficult navigation of the 
Malacca Straits and the cyclones of the Indian Ocean, but also 
the armed hostility of the Dutch, and the jealous suspicion of 
the natives, he succeeded in reaching Havre in Decemher 
1620, with a cargo valued at £160,000. Encouraged by this 
success, fresh efforts were made towards opening up trade witli 
the East, and in 1642 the rights of the original company 
having lapsed, Eichelieu granted a fresh charter to a powerful 
corporation. This charter included amongst its provisions a 
grant of possession over the island of Madagascar, which it 
was anticipated would prove a more valuable half-way house 
to India, in the hands of the French, than the Cape of Good 
Hope was in those of the Dutch. The dealings of the eonipany 
with Madagascar are fully dealt with in a subsequent chapter, 
so I may continue my brief narration of the rise and hill of 
French power in Hindostan. 

Eichelieu died in 1643, before his newly-formed company liad 
achieved any greater success in Madagascar than the foundation 
of a petty fortlet on the east coast of the island, long since 
fallen to ruins, and of an enmity which has lasted until to- 
day. His successor, Mazarin, was too much busied witli home 
politics, and with making head against the wars which, for a 
time, threatened to overwhelm France, to he able to afford any 
support to distant enterprises ; but on his death, in 1661, Colbert 
put forth all his energy and all his ability to place France in 
the proud position of the leading nation of Europe. Eecog- 
nizing the value of outlets for her commerce, and the necessity 
of a thorough reorganization of her navy in order to protect her 
mercantile marine, Colbert spent vast sums in constructing 
harbours at Cherbourg, Brest, Eoehefort, and Toulon, and in 
building a navy which should put France on an equality with 
Great Britain, Holland, and Spain, He then turned his atten- 
tion to the continents of Asia and America, and in the year 1664 
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granted charters to various trading companies in all parts of the 
globe, foremost amongst these being the “ Campagnie des Indes 
Orientates,” a fresh corporation founded on the lines of 
Eichelieu’s defunct enterprise. This was registered on the 1st of 
September of that year, receiving a subsidy from the Royal 
Treasury of three million livres tournois. Support from 
such a quarter naturally attracted universal attention towards 
the new company, and the subscription lists were soon filled 
with the names of the leading merchants of Lyons, Rouen, 
Bordeaux, Nantes, Tours, Saint Malo, Grenoble, and Dijon. 
Guaranteed as it was by royal patent against all the losses it 
might suffer during the first ten years of its operations, and 
exempt from all import dues on its merchandise for fifty years, 
there w^as but one reason wLy the company might not have 
enjoyed a prosperous career, and have finally absorbed into the 
kingdom of France the W'hole empire of Hindostan, and that 
reason is the simple inability of the French to master the 
rudiments of Oriental government. 

Brilliant as were the early prospects of the new company, its 
early measures were marred by injudiciousness, and clouded 
with misfortune. The directors were hampered with the idea 
of making firm their foothold in Madagascar as a midway 
resting-place before embarking on any serious undertakings in 
Hindostan ; and it is odd to find, after the lapse of two cen- 
turies, that the French then, as now, believed in the possibility 
of colonizing with French settlers tropical lands. In March, 
1665, four large vessels sailed from Brest and Havre, carrying, 
in addition to their crews, 475 emigrants, who were destined to 
reinforce the garrison which still held Fort Dauphin, and to in- 
struct the islanders in the art of cultivation and comznerce as 
understood by the France of the seventeenth century. Having 
thus, as they hoped, made good their hold on Madagascar, 
the company in the following year fitted out an expedition for 
India itself. Its command was entrusted to one Carron, a 
Frenchman who had gained some experience and held respon- 
sible appointments in the, Dutch East India Company of 
Batavia. Reaching Madagascar in 1667, Carron found the 
French settlements torn by intestine quarrels and threatened 
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with annihilation at the hands of the natives ; his commission 
gave him no authority in that island, nor was his experience 
likely to be of any service there, so he wisely determined to 
allow the Franco-Madagascar question to settle itselt (little fore- 
seeing that it would be in as acute a phase two centuries later), 
and proceeded forthwith to Sarat, where some Jesuits — those 
true political missionaries — had already paved the way for 
French mercantile successes. Thus, in 1668, the first French 
factory was established in India. In the following year, owing 
to the unremitting exertions of a Persian who was associated 
with CaiTon in the chief command of the new company, a 
second factory was established at Masulipatarn, and shortly 
afterwards a more permanent settlement w'as effected at St. 
Thomd. An unsuccessful expedition against Triucomalee, in 
Ceylon, led to the downfall of Carron, and his Persian coadju- 
tor also being in disgrace, the direction of the company was 
entrusted to one Fran 9 ois Martin, a Frenchman who in years 
gone by had been a colleague of Carron in the Dutch service. 
Martin took up the reins of power with energy and determina- 
tion. He foresaw that the foolhardy attempt on Trincomalee 
would bring down on the French settlers the full force of the 
enmity of his old powerful masters, the Dutch, and he dreaded 
the results of a threatened attack which must end in defeat, 
and, in all probability, be but the forerunner of the expulsion 
of the French from India. He could expect no material aid 
from the French Admiral on the station, an officer who already 
on more than one occasion had shrunk from an encounter with 
the Dutch fleet, and he felt that if a hold was to be main- 
tained on the Indian coast, it must he by diplomatic means, 
not by force of arms. Proceeding to the Court of Tanjore, 
Martin succeeded in obtaining the grant of a small tract of 
territory to the north of the river Kalarun, but the transaction 
was shrouded in such secrecy that, with the exception of two 
of the directors at St. Thome, not a soul was aAvare of the 
object of his mission. The threatened storm soon hurst. In 
1674 the Dutch, co-operating with the King of G-olconda, 
appeared before St. Thomd and demanded, its surrender. Mar- 
tin returned a defiant answ'er, and for eight weary months his 
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gallant garrison, numbering barely 600 men, maintained an 
equally defiant attitude in the face of overwhelming numbers. 
At last, when the fire of the Dutch fleets had destroyed his sea 
defences, and when the trenches of his native foes had so 
closed him in that starvation stared his men in the face, Alar- 
tin, whose gallant stand earned for his troops most favourable 
conditions of surrender, handed over his ruined battlements to 
the victorious Dutch. The terms he received were favourable 
indeed, and had the victors been aware of his mission to the 
Court of Tanjore, we may well believe they would have been 
far more severe. Martin’s troops were allowed to march out of 
St. Thome with all the honours of war, and to proceed in any 
direction they thought fit. Little did the Dutch commander 
anticipate the result of such generous terms, and he fondly 
imagined that, possessing but the two trading factories of 
Surat and Masulipatam, the French troops would now be com- 
pelled to re-embark for France. He had reckoned without his 
host, and doubtless Martin chuckled in his sleeve as he led his 
defeated, but by no means disheartened, forces to the little 
grant of land to the north of the Kalarun, where, thanks to the 
treasure which had been saved at the surrender of St. Thonid, 
and to the energy infused into the little band by Martin, fac- 
tories were built, and ere the close of the year 1675 the town 
of Pondicherry formed the centre of French commerce in Hin- 
dostan. But Martin was not destined to retain undisputed 
possession of his new kingdom ; in 1675 he bought off the 
threatened hostility of Sevajee, only to find himself exposed 
to the cupidity of the Dutch, who from time to time endea- 
voured to rouse the native rulers to take action against the 
French. At last, in 1693, the Dutch plucked up courage them- 
selves, and appearing before Pondicherry with nineteen sail-of- 
the-line, and a numerous convoy of transports conveying up- 
wards of 9,000 troops, they summoned Martin to surrender. 
To oppose this formidable force, the French commander had 
under 50 European troops, 6 guns, and some 300 half- 
drilled Sepoys. Yet even with this force he made a show of 
resistance, and bravely stood a siege for over a fortnight, when, 
aware of the futility of expecting assistance from France, he, 
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on tlie 8tli September, once more concluded honourable terms 
of surrender with his ancient foes. After their experience 
at the capture of Thomd, it was not to be expected that the 
French garrison would be permitted to remain in India, and 
one of the articles in the terms of capitulation expressly stipu- 
lated that they should be forwarded to Europe by an early 
opportunity. Thus it seemed as if all hope of a French settle- 
ment in India must be abandoned, and tbe field be left clear to 
the victorious Butch. 

There still remained the factories at Surat and Masulipatam, 
as well as at Chandernagore, which in the year 1G88 had been 
ceded to a small party of French settlers by the Emperor 
Aurungzebe, More than this, there still remained to France 
the indomitable energy and boundless resources of tbe brave 
Francois Martin. Transported to France by the terms of tbe 
capitulation of Pondicherry, Martin succeeded in gaining the 
ears of the Ministry, and, what was still better, succeeded in 
impressing upon tbe most influential men in France the im- 
mense advantages that must necessarily result in the adoption 
of a holder policy towards India. France, however, was in 
no position to enter on schemes of distant conquest ; she was 
then fighting face to face with united Europe, and the fleets of 
Holland, which had worsted her in Hindostan, were even now 
blockading her coasts. Whilst fully realizing the worth of 
Martin’s schemes, the King saw the impossibility of furthering 
them until peace should be restored ; but when, by the Peace 
of Ryswick, in 1697, a mutual restitution of all conquests 
made by the belligerents w'as decided on, Martin was once 
more nominated to the command of Pondicherry, and shortly 
after was made Director-General of the French settlements in 
the East Indies by Eoyal Letters Patent, signed by Louis XIV. 
ill 1701. His first act was to strengthen the fortifications of 
the seat of his Government, and to render it in every way 
worthy of the renown he intended it should gain— his next, to 
push forward his commercial operations until he succeeded in 
becoming a very formidable antagonist, not merely to the 
Butch, hut also to the English. 

It lias been reserved for Colonel G. B. Malleson, in bis two 
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excellent works on the subject,^ to sho\v how narrowl_y the 
French escaped becoming masters of the continent of Hindo- 
stan, and how our successes were due not to our superior ralour, 
not to the superior skill of our Generals, but to the policy of 
the French Ministers who starved their troops into defeat, who 
wilfully ignored the demands for aid made by their distant 
commanders, and who, finally, in order to gain some trifling 
concessions in Europe, signed away territories which had been 
actually w'on for them by the skill and bravery of their lieu- 
tenants. To reproduce even a summary of the French opera- 
tions in India w'ould occupy too much of my space, and I will, 
therefore, confine myself to those dealing with their existing 
possessions of Pondicherry, Chandernagore, Mahd, Karikal, and 
Yunaon. 

Pondicherry, we have seen, wms purchased by Francois Mar- 
tin in 1674 from the Sultan of Bejaj)ore, and Chandernagore 
obtained in the like manner from Aurungzebe. The little 
towm of Maitri was captured in the year 1727 by a French 
squadron acting under the orders of Admiral de Pardaillan ; 
but as a compliment to the gallantry of Captain Bertrand 
Fraugois Mahd de la Bourdonnais, a name inseparably con- 
nected with the French history of India, and to whose initia- 
tive the successful capture was due, the name of the settle- 
ment was changed to Mahd. 

Eleven years later Dupleix received the cession of Karikal 
in return for the aid afforded to a claimant to the kingdom of 
Tanjore ; and Yunaon w’as occupied by the same astute states- 
man in 1740, in order to divert the commerce of the Godavery 
into French channels. The joint efforts of Dupleix and La 
Bourdonnais now seemed likely to carry all before them, and 
for many years it seemed as if France would be the dominant 
pow'er in India. Favoured with an excellent base of operations 
in the harbours of Madagascar, the Isle of France and of 
Bourbon, La Bourdonnais was enabled to mass a considerable 
fleet unknown to the English, and in revenge for the support 
W’hich we w^ere then affording Maria Theresa of Austria, he 

* “ Final Struggles of the French in India.” Allen & Co. ‘‘History 
of the French in India.” Longmans & Co. 
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Buddenly appeared before Madras and compelled Fort St. George 
to capitulate. Under the terms of the surrender, a moderate 
ransom had been agreed on ; but Dupleix then Governor of 
Pondicherry, jealous of the successes of his naval colleagiio, 
and already revolving in his own mind those gigantic .schemes 
which were eventually so nearly carried into effect, refused to 
ratify the capitulation, asserting that he alone, as G-overnor of 
the French East Indies, had power of treating with the 
English. 

Jealousy, not revenge, actuated Dupleix; he demanded a 
ransom of £400,000, and in default of payment threateiid to 
raze the town to the gi-ound, and although La Bourdonnais 
had released the Governor and other officials on parole, Dupleix 
insisted on marching them through Madras as prisoners of 
war, and transferring them to Pondicheri’y. Amongst the 
English captured on this occasion was Clive, but lie, consider* 
ing himself absolved from his parole hy the conduct of 
Dupleix, succeeded in escaping to Eort St. David (another 
British possession), disguised as a native. The English re- 
covering from their first reverses, now advanced against 
Dupleix, compelled him to return to Pondicherry, and tlien 
subjected him to a close siege for over six weeks. News of tlu) 
conclusion of the Peace of Aix la Ohapelle put an end to hos- 
tilities on this occasion. In the peace which ensued, Yunaon 
was purchased hy Dupleix. 

The outbreak of the “ Seven Years War,” once more caused 
a renewal of military operations in India, where Lally-Tollendal 
was now in command, Dupleix having been recalled to Europe. 
The balance of success in Asia, as in Europe, was in favour 
of the English, though as usual the campaign opened most 
disastrously for them. Lally captured Port Saint David and 
Devicottali, taking prisoners some 800 British and more than 
twice that number of native troops. Flushed with this 
success, Lally determined to rival La Bourdonnais’ action of the 
previous campaign, and to seize Madras. Waiting until the 
ensuing cold weather, he marched against the place with 2,700 
European and 4,000 Native troops, and succeeded in inflicting 
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a sense of crushing defeat on the garrison, capturing many 
guns, a large number of prisoners, and finally subjecting the 
British to a close siege, lasting upwards of six weeks, a siege 
only raised by the appearance of a large British fleet in the 
roads. During the bombardment, our losses amounted to 
15 officers and 200 men killed, and about 600 wounded, and 
of the artillery, with which the place was armed, only 26 
pieces were left serviceable, 35 having been dismounted, and 
26 more disabled. That the garrison behaved with valour may 
be judged from the expressions of dissatisfaction to which Daily 
gave vent in a letter to France. He said that a practicable 
breach had been made in the walls twenty-nine days after the 
siege commenced, that for eighteen days his men had been 
looking at it, yet dared not attempt to storm it, and that for 
his part he w'ould sooner command Caffres in Madagascar than 
the French cowards who composed the Army of Pondicherry. 
Eaising the siege, Dally retired to Pondicherry, and this partial 
success of our arms, gave an impetus to other Commanders 
operating against the French in other parts of India. Surat 
w^as captured by the English in March 1759, and Masulipatam 
in April. 

The energy of our cruisers prevented Dally from obtaining 
any help from France, he therefore entered into an alliance 
with Haidar Ali of Mysore, and succeeded in obtaining the assis- 
tance of a considerable body of native troops. The British 
Commander, Sir Eyre Coote, was, however, on the whole very 
successful, though his successes were at times marred by checks 
to which the immeasurably superior forces of the French natur- 
ally exposed him. Coote gradually pushed Dally back on 
Pondicherry, and finally, in January 1761, that place sur- 
rendered to the English. Chandernagore, Mahe, and Karikal 
had previously fallen into our hands, so that with the capture 
of Pondicherry, the French empire in India, had ceased 
to exist. 

Unfortunately, by the Treaty of Paris, 1763, although the 
French possessions were much curtailed, we retroceded to them 
all the settlements France now possesses, thus laying the 
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foundation for other campaigns, whenever the inevitable Anglo- 
French war should again break out. We had not long to wait. 
In 1778 France proffered assistance to our revolted Colonies 
in America, and in the same year hostilities re-opened in 
India. France was ill-prepared for the struggle. Chander- 
nagore fell 011 the 10th January, 1778, and in xAngust, General 
Munro commenced preparations for the siege of Pondicherry. 
He was ably assisted in his operations by the fleet under Sir 
Edward Vernon, which by blockading the port prevented assis- 
tance reaching it from the sea. Early in September 1778, 
General Munro opened the bombardment, from batteries w'hicli 
gave cover to fifty-six pieces of artillery. On the' 17th Octol>er, 
the day after a practicable breach had been made in the walls, 
and after having sustained a loss of 224 killed and 698 
wounded, the brave Governor, M. de Belle Coml.)e, surren- 
dered, and thus, once more, the French settlements in India 
fell into our hands, not one remaining to the Crown of 
France. 

But a day of retribution was at hand ; our faithlessness in the 
matter of Treaties had earned for ns the undying liatred of 
Haidar Ali, and when our forces marched through his territory 
to attack the French settlement of Mahe the ruler esf 
Mysore informed us he wmuld consider such a violation of 
neutral ground as equivalent to a declaration of w^ar. We 
disregarded his threats, and Haidar Ali, throwing himself into 
the arms of the French prepared for the struggle. We were all 
unprepared for the formidable army the Mysore ruler could 
bring against us, and our officers were slow to realise the 
danger arising from the fresh coalition. On the 10th September 
Haidar Ali outmanmuvred and captured a force of close on 
4,000 men, of whom 500 vs'ere Europeans under Colonel 
Baillie at Peramhukam. The action w^as one in wdiich the 
British troops engaged showed the utmost heroism. Haidar’s 
whole army, numbering 28,000 disciplined cavalry, an equal 
number of infantry, and fifty guns, surrounded our little 
force, which fought on despite the fearful odds, until out of the 
eighty officers originally engaged thirty-six were killed and 
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thirty-four wounded, whilst every piece of artillery was dis- 
mounted and useless. Sir Hector Monro now awoke to the 
danger which faced him, and he slowly fell back to Madras to 
concentrate his forces, leaving the country in his rear open to 
the enemy. Arcot was captured on the 31st October, and 
Haidar Ali even threatened Madras itself. Warren Hastings 
grasped the real extent of the danger, and grappling with it 
at once, despatched Sir Eyre Coote to Madras, to assume com- 
mand. Until the Peace of Yersailles in 1783 put an end to 
hostilities we were exposed to a series of defeats, and though 
neither Pondicherry nor Chandernagore fell into French hands, 
we were Avorsted on so many points, and our G-eiierals showed 
such timidity and irresolution, that there is good reason for 
believing had the war been prolonged beyond the year 1783 
the French would, in all probability, have regained all the 
possessions which the Treaty of Paris of 1763 had caused to 
he handed over to us. On this point Professor H. H. Wilson 
writes : “It seems probable, that but for the opportune occur- 
rence of peace AAuth Franco, the South of India would have 
been lost to the English.’' Malleson, on the same subject 
says : “ Though England had but one army in Southern India, 
and that army was exposed to destruction, Louis XVI. renounced 
every advantage, and allowed French India to accept after a 
victorious campaign, conditions almost identical with those 
which had been forced upon her, after the capture of her 
capital in 1761.” 

The Treaty of Versailles was signed in June 1783, and for 
ten years the French Settlements in India enjoyed the bless- 
ings of peace. But in 1789 the throes of the Eevolution 
disturbed the rest of the civilized world, and all Europe watched 
the outcome of the struggle between Republican France and 
her Royal rulers. In 1792 England threw in her lot with the 
sovereigns of Europe, against the bloodthirsty tyrants of the 
Convention. In June 1793 news of the declaration of war 
between France and England reached Calcutta, and steps 
were at once taken to seize all the possessions of France in 
Hindostan. The minor dependencies surrendered at the first 
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summons, but Pondicherry returned a defiant answer, and on 
the 20th August Colonel Braithwaite, who had lieen entrusted 
with the conduct of operations, commenced to throw up 
batteries on the shore side, whilst Admiral Cornwallis, with a 
small squadron, effectually blockaded it from the sea. After 
suffering a sharp bombardment for three days, and seeing the 
impossibility of obtaining relief either by sea or by land, the 
G-overnor, Monsieur Prosper de Clermont, exercised a wise 
discretion by surrendering unconditionally. 

The British occupation of Pondicherry, Chandernagore, and 
the minor settlements, now lasted for nine years ; it -was put 
an end to by the Peace of x4.miens, under the terms of which 
they were all restored to France. They did not long remain 
in possession of Bonaparte’s representatives, for war having 
been again declared in 1803, the Governor-General of India at 
once took steps for regaining what had been so foolishly 
restored, and at the opening of the cold season, forces being 
despatched against them, the French dependencies for the 
fourth time capitulated to the British, Pondicherry alone 
making a show of resistance ; but it, too, hauled down its flag 
on the 11th September, 1803. 

By the Treaty of Paris of 1815, they were once more handed 
over to French officials, in whose possession they have remained 
ever since. 

The present area of French possessions in the East Indies 
comprises but 194 square miles. It includes Pondicherry and 
Karikal, on the Coromandel coast; Yunaon, on the coast of 
Orissa; and Mah^, in Malabar; whilst Chandernagore, on the 
Hooghly, and small factories in Dacca, Balasore, Patna, 
Cossimbazar, and Surat make up the total of what remains to 
France from the vast territories which prior to 17 61 promised 
to expand into an Oriental kingdom. 

Population , — The proportion of Frenchmen residing in the 
East Indian possessions of France is very small indeed. In 
all but Pondicherry the non-official element may he eoiinted on 
the fingers. The following tables, perhaps, show more clearly 
than any other method the present state of the colonies : — 
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Children under 14. 

Men. 

Women. 

Total. 



Boys. 

Gli-ls. 


Europeans — 

Pondicherry . . 

Ghandernagore . 
Karikal . . 

Mahe .... 
Yauaon . . . 

311 

61 

15 

1 

290 

32 

39 

5 

2 

336 

75 

93 

7 

5 

228 

63 

70 

5 

13 

1,165 

231 

217 

18 

20 



388 

368 

516 

379 

1,651 

1,651 

HAM’-OASTEa— 

Pondiclierry . . 

Ghanrleniagore . 
Karikal . . . 
Make . . . . ' 
Yauaon ... 

369 

24 

30 

4 

604 

15 

26 

19 

139 

25 

28 

8 

187 

9 

31 

17 

1,299 

73 

i'is 

48 



427 

664 

200 

244 

1 

1,535 

1,535 

Natives — 

Pondicherry . 
Chandernagoic . 
Karikal . . 

Make .... 
Yauaon . . . 

45,796 

5,305 

10,805 

1,601 

1,103 

40,120 

3,016 

10,838 

1,478 

852 

37,018 
9,404 1 
34,838 1 
2,504 ‘ 
1,432 

30,687 

4,467 

35,818 

2,731 

2,019 

153,621 

22,192 

92,299 

8,3i)9 

5,406 



64,610 

56,299 

85,196 

75,722 

281,827 

281,827 


Total . . 

285,013 



Em'opeans. 

Half-castes. 

, Natives. 


Pondicherry . . . 

1,174 

1,299 

153,621 


Chandcmugore 

231 

73 

22,192 


Karikal 

217 


92,299 


Mahe ..... 

18 

iis 

8,309 


Yanaon 

20 

48 

6,406 



1,660 

1,535 

281,827 

285,022 


Government and Ad minis tr'ation. —The establishments in 
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Hiudostan are represented in France by a Senator and two 
Deputies ; whilst on the spot their administration is confided 
to a Governor, who is aided in his executive functions by the 
usual officials, and in his administrative duties by the same 
institutions which exist in the other colonies, viz., a Conseil 
prive,” a “Conseil general,” and a “ Conseil contentieiix ; ” 
in each establishment local interests are watched over by 
municipal institutions. 

The “ Conseil prive” consists of the Governor as President, 
of the heads of the various Departments of the State, and of 
two of the principal non-official inhabitants, one being named 
by the President of the Kepuhlie, one by the Governor him- 
self. 

The “ Conseil general ” is composed of members elected by 
universal suffrage, but in order to prevent the preponderance 
of the native element, the inhabitants of the colonies are in- 
scribed on two lists, tlie one comprising all men European 
born or of European descent ; the other includes natives only. 
Further than this, whilst the minor establishments return an 
equal number of members on each list, Pondicherry and 
Chandernagore are represented by a preponderance of Euro- 
peans. The last regulations hearing on the subject give the 
following list of members on the Conseil gdndral : — 



Europeans. 

Natives. 

Total. 

Pondi cherry . 

7 

g 

12 

Chandernagore 

2 

1 

3 

Karikal . 

3 

3 ■ 

U 

Mahe . 

1 

1 

2 

Yanaon . 

1 

1 

2 


— 

— 

■ 


14 

11 

25 


Each establishment elects its own Municipal Council; the 
electors are borne on separate lists, Europeans on the one, 
natives on the other, hut each elector is free to vote for a 
member of either colour. The Presidents of these Councila 
are amiually nominated by the Governor of the colony, wdiilst 
they themselves elect their own secretary. 

Justice.— -In the East Indian colonies, as in the West Indian 
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islands, French jurisdiction was first created by the institu- 
tion of a “ Conseil superieur ” in the year 1701, the Court 
being empowered to try all criminal and civil cases. In 1772, 
1776, and 1784, various changes were introduced, and after the 
Eestoratiou still further alterations were made in the judicial 
service to assimilate it more closely to that in vogue in France. 
Kepresentations on the part of the native community within 
the last decade resulted in a complete reorganization of the 
whole system in the year 1879, and at the present day there 
exists a Court of Appeal at Pondicherry, with Tribunals of 
First Instance at all the various establishments, and Courts 
of Juges de Paix in the ten Communes of Pondicherry, Oulga- 
ret, Villenour, Bahour, Karikal, Grande Alclee, Nedouncadou, 
Chandernagore, Mahd, andYiinaon. At Pondicherry Criminal 
Sessions are held, at specified periods, for the trial of more 
serious offences. As in British India, the native of the French 
dependencies displays a love for litigation which provides 
ample emploj-ment for the very lowly-paid functionaries of the 
various Courts, the average annual number of cases being 
between nine and ten thousand. 

The various Civil and Criminal Codes which rule the pro- 
cedure in the Courts in France have been made applicable to 
the East Indian colonies. Certain modifications have of neces- 
sity been inserted to meet differences of religion and race. 

Education , — The service of public instruction is confided to 
an official of the service interieur, who is charged with the in- 
spection of those institutions supported by religious bodies, as 
well as of those endowed by the State. 

Primary education is provided for boys in the Calve college 
at Pondicherry, in the Seminary of the Freres of the Saint 
Esprit at Chandernagore, and in twenty-six schools under the 
care of members of the department of Public Instruction in the 
various towns. These twenty-eight establishments give a sound 
education to 2,968 boys, and give employment to 100 professors. 
Sixteen girls’ schools, the staff of which is provided by the Soeurs 
of Saint Joseph of Clnny, receive 1,201 children. 

There are more advanced educational establishments in 
Pondicheny, Chandernagore, and Karikal, the latter being the 
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outcome of the labour of Protestant, the two former of Catholic 
Missionaries. 

In 1876 a college was established in Pondicherry, at which, 
after a iiniyersity career of three years, diplomas of bachelier 
es lettres are granted to those pupils who satisfy the examiners. 

Agriculture . — The system of laud tenure in India is too 
complicated to be entered on here ; but I may say briefly that 
the French, on succeeding to the possessions which they enjoyed 
by right of conquest in the early part of the last century, found 
the land held by different classes of proprietors. 

1. The Jagheers, whose estates had been ceded in perpetuity 
by the reigning sovereign for faithful services free of rent. 

2. Lands settled on religious or public institutions. 

3. Lands settled in perpetuity on fixed rents. 

4. Lands held on lease for varying terms. 

6. Waste and uncultivated lands still in possession of the 
rulers. 

The French Government endeavoured to maiutaiii the exist- 
ing land laws as far as possible, recognising the rights of the 
holders of land, but demanding, however, from all classes aliko 
a fixed land tax, an onerous burden which occasioned much 
dissatisfaction. Indeed, to quote M. Paul Leroy Beaulieu, 
“ one met in our establishments in Hindostaii all the vices 
and all the faults of the ordinary French administration ; we 
were guilty of the same error in Asia as in Africa and America, 
hostility against existing native institutions, arbitrary adminis- 
trative measures, and neglect of the most necessary public 
works.” 

The principal products of these colonies are rice, indigo, 
cocoanuts, betel, tobacco, sugar, and cotton. Efforts have 
been made by the French to instruct the native in the higher 
forms of cultivation ; but the “ Jar din Colonial ” of Pondicherry, 
which covers 45 acres, and which was destined to work such 
a revolution in the agriculture of the colony, has become a 
dense jungle, and has for some years been totally abandoned. 
The Jardin d’Acclimatation, established in 1801, has been more 
successful ; but it has gradually degenerated into a sort of 
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market garden, rvhere the European residents obtain vegetables 
at reasonable rates. 

The following table gives, as far as I have been able to ascer- 
tain them, the area under cultivation in the colony : — 



Rice. 

Betel Nut. 

Tobacco. 

Indigo. 

Fruit. 

Pondicherry. 
Karikal . 

Yanaon 

Mah^ . . i 

17^030 
20,165 I 
1,585 
4,173 

acres. 

45 

acres. 

18 

! 

acres. 

1,150 

770 

?730 

1 1,063 

1,605 
9,964 


Industries . — The Indian possessions of France are the only- 
dependencies of that nation which boast of any manufactures. 
All the others live by the exports of the produce of the soil, or 
of the sea ; but here, owing to the proximity of the rich and 
prosperous dominions of British India, we have efforts being 
made to make some use of the agricultural products of the 
country. 

The energy of a former Governor, M. Desbassayns de Riche- 
mont, induced a landed proprietor, M. Pontain, to introduce 
some spindles from Lancashire, and at the present day the three 
manufacturies of Savana, Vingadapalachetty and Gobalouchetty, 
give employment to 2,400 -workmen, and by means of 24,000 
spindles turn out on an average 3,700 lbs. of thread a day. 

There are also in the colony seventy-three dyeing establish- 
ments, where annually 4,000 pieces of cloth, each piece about 
18 yards in length, are turned out for the African market. 
This industry is being stifled by the absurd restriction which 
forbids the entry of Pondicherry cloth into Senegal unless it 
has been previously declared in a French Custom Plouse. The 
trade of the colony is further crippled by the law which pre- 
vents the export to France or French colonies by any other 
means than French vessels. 

Commerce . — Here again we find that the East Indian pos- 
sessions of France have a far larger commercial connection 
with -foreign countries than with either their own country or 
her colonies. The absurd restriction compelling all commerce 
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■witli tlie colonies being carried on under the French flag, adds 
not a little to the slow development of trade. 

The returns for the year 1881 show the following amounts : — 



l?rajice. 

FTonch 

Colonies. 

Foreign 

Countries. 

Totul. 

Imports from . 
fixx^orts to 

£32,997 

368,941 

£15,354 

34,299 

£213,871 
306,326 1 

£262,222 
i 709,566 

£401,938 

£49,653 

£520,197 

£971,788 


The principal Imports being — 


Prom France — Wines and Spirits . ... . ,£8,07o 

„ „ Cotton Goods b,0!)0 

„ „ Linen 1-2,51 1 

j. Foreign Countries — Salt Fish .... 56,887 
„ „ Manchester Goods . . 99,] 81 

The principal Exports being — 

To France— Rice Fl,756 

,, „ Palm FTuts 196, IMi 

„ Foreign Countries — Rice 76,879 


In the same manner we find the carrying trade ohiefly in the 
hands of foreign nations, as the following Table shows : — 

Entries from Fi’ance— 121 ships, with cargoes valued at X'J 06,772 
„ Foreign Ports — 4d0 „ „ 16t5,5:i'.) 

Cleared for Fi-ance — ^121 ships, with cargoes valued at ,£151,797 
j, Foreign Ports— 511 „ „ 31*7,570 

Giving a total value of cargo carried by foreign flags at 
<£549,367 against £272,311 carried under tlie tricolour. Tbe 
vast discrepancy between the total exports of the colony and 
the amount of goods cleared out by sea is explained liy the fact 
that a large —a very large proportion of the trade of the Freiicli 
establishments is with British India — a land trade, and con- 
sequently is not entered in the navigation returns at all. 

Fiftances,— When the population of the colonies is taken 
into consideration, the revenue must he considered decidedly 
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satisfactory, amounting as it does to £75,000 ; this sum, how- 
ever, is far from sufficient for the administration, and is 
supplemented by a sum which appears in the Budget of the 
Minister of Marine and Colonies. The following table follows 
out the plan I have adopted with all the other colonies, and 
clearly shows the drain the colonies are on the Mother 
Country, 

Local Budget Expenditure 
^Budget of Marine and Colonies 


The principal items of Revenue are 

Land Tax. . . . . 

Salt Tax . 

Tax on Spirits .... 

* The details of this sum are given in Appendi.x No. 1. 


. £75,392 
. 135,706 

£211,098 


£16,407 

15,760 

10,320 
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CHAPTER V. 

ISLANDS IN THE PACIFIC. 

Tahiti — Its Discovery — Early Eavigators — Missionary Succcssi's -- 
Annexation by the Erencb — Consul Pritcbard’s Ib'otc.'ls — T ojjo- 
gvapby — Population — Government and Administration — .1 usticf’ — 
Eelig'ion — Education — Public Worics — Agriculture — Corn merce and 
Finance. Neiv Ocdedonia— Its Discovery— Annexation by the French 
— Converted into a Convict Settlement — Inefficient Supervision — 
Escape of Convicts to Australia — Indignation of Australian Govern- 
ment— Their Representations to England— The Recidivist Bill — 
Topography — Population — Government and Administration — 
Justice — Education— Public 'Works— Mines — ^Pree Emigration-— 
Commerce and Finances. 

The Trench possessions in Oceania consist of three distinct 
groups : the Society Isles, the Marquesas, and New Caledonia. 
Up to the year 1860 these three were snhservieiit to ono 
Administration, with the Seat of GoYermnent in Taliiti ; but 
on the establishment of the penal settlement in New Cale- 
donia, that island was constituted a separate dependency, its 
Xieculiar requirements necessitating a different constitution. 

Since the year 1838 the Trench have claimed a Protectorate 
over the whole group of islands in the iieighhonrliood of the 
Marquesas, those islands forming the northern apex of a 
triangle of which the Tahitian group lies to the south-west, 
and Gambier Island to the south-east. 

The earliest authentic record we have of these distant 
islands dates from the voyage of the Siiauish admiral Min- 
danao, who was despatched hy the Viceroy of Peru, in the 
year 1595, with orders to survey the Solomon Islands, then 
recently discovered. Cook and de Bougainville subsequently 
visited tlicm, and have left interesting records of their im- 
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pressions ; but the}^ were by no means the only navigators who 
put into their welcome ports for food and water in the days 
when condensing machines and preserved provisions were not 
part of the equipment of every vessel. 

The genial manners of the natives early pointed out these 
groups as promising fields for missionaries, and so far back as 
the close of the last century we find efforts being made to con- 
vert the inhabitants to Christianity ; efforts which were 
crowned with the utmost success, for ere the close of the 
fourth decade of this century the Iloyal Family publicly ab- 
jured their religion and conformed to the Christian faith. The 
successes of the missionaries had not been without effect in 
other ways ; the inhabitants •\vere devoting themselves to 
commerce and agriculture, and the islands being naturally 
fertile and the climate good, it was clear that they would prove 
a valuable acquisition to any nation that chose to deprive the 
reigning family of power. 

To France was reserved this act of unjustifiable aggression. 
According to the official publications, the necessity of procuring 
a harbour in the Southern Pacific Ocean for the refitting and 
revictualling his ships of war and whalers caused the Minister 
of Marine to turn his attention to these fertile islands, at 
that time enjoying peace, prosperity, and independence. 

On the 5th May, 1842, Admiral Dupetit-Thouars com- 
menced the work of annexation by hoisting the French flag 
on the isle of Hivaoa, and on the 17th of the same month he 
took formal possession of Tahuata and the south-eastern 
group of islands. This solemn farce was enacted in the pre- 
sence of Yotete, and of the principal chiefs, who were thus 
supposed to lend their sanction to the transfer of their lands to 
the crown of France. In the course of a few days Yotete 
awoke to the true nature of the transaction of which he had 
been an innocent spectator, and the attitude he assumed com- 
pelled the French admiral to adopt measures which proved 
to the harmless savage that henceforth his kingdom had, by 
right of force, passed into other hands. Leaving a garrison 
in Tahuata, Dupetit-Thouars proceeded to Noukahive, and 
there peisuadcd King Temano to sign a declaration formally 
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liandmg over the protection of his own island, and all the others 
forming the north-western group of the same archipelago, to 
the French. 

Proceeding onwards to Tahiti, Dupetit-Thouars proceeded to 
pat into execution his idea of an annexation of that island. 
For some years the French and English residents in Tahiti 
had been engaged in a struggle for ascendancy. Our interests 
had been confided to Consul Pritchard, a gentleman who united 
firmness and decision to those other gentlemanlike qualities 
which endeared him to the Eoyal Family. This officer had 
steadily opposed the systematic attempts of the French to 
obtain surreptitiously the protectorate of the island, and he 
had succeeded in checkmating the French Consul in an under- 
hand attempt to induce certain of the chiefs to sign a petition 
addressed to the French Minister demanding the deposition of 
the King. The success obtained by Mr. Pritchard embittered 
the feelings, already very strained, between the French and 
English inhabitants on the island ; the former did not hesitate, 
on the arrival of Admiral Dupetit-Thouars, to revive this 
feeling amongst their native allies, and they finally succeeded 
in inducing them to submit an address to the French Admiral 
demanding the protectorate of France. The Admiral, intoxi- 
cated with his recent successes, and thirsting for more annexa- 
tions, forwarded to his Government a very erroneous statement 
of the feelings of the inhabitants, maintaining that not only 
the people but the King were appealing for transfer to Franco. 
The Ministry accordingly forwarded instructions for the annexa- 
tion of the island, and Admiral Dupetit-Thouars at once pro- 
ceeded to carry out the instructions conveyed to him, which 
had been based on his one-sided report. The Tahitian autho- 
rities formally protested against the assumption of authority 
on the part of the Admiral. Our Consul, too, protested in the 
name of Great Britain, but the Admiral was all-powerful on 
the spot. Mr. Pritchard was made a prisoner on the flagship ; 
the squadron cleared for action ; strong landing parties were 
sent ashore ; the Queen was declared deposed, and the French 
flag hoisted over the island, which was declared an appendage 
of France. The firm representations of the British Govern- 
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ment, however, soon proved to M. Dupetit-Tlioiiars, as they 
proved forty years later to Admiral Pierre, that British subjects 
could not be imprisoned with impunity. The annexation of 
the island w-as annulled, the Admiral recalled, and a handsome 
pecuniary indemnity paid over to Consul Pritchard. 

From this time the rivalry between the French and English 
factions on the island was wnged even more bitterly than 
before, and our neighbours did not scruple to assist with force 
those who sought their aid. Eevolts against the authority of 
the Queen were encouraged, and she was finally compelled to 
fly from her dominions to isles where French intrigues were 
not so violent. 

Little by little our interest in the islands died away. To 
quote the words of Lord Granville, in referring to Tunis, it 
W'as futile to protest against French annexation unless we were 
prepared to follow up our protests with deeds, and so, in 
1847, an agreement was arrived at by which we aclmowl edged 
the French Protectorate over the islands. The inhabitants, 
however, still showed undisguised hostility, and, despite the 
forced submission of their Queen, they made the most strenuous 
but the most futile efforts to oppose the French, and in 1852 
their opposition necessitated armed intervention on the part of 
the conquerors. The Queen, weary of the strife, abdicated in 
favour of her son, hut he declined to assume the opprobrium of 
reigning under French protection. However, on the death of 
his mother, in 1875, Pomare V. and his suzerain, the Presi- 
dent of the French Republic, thought it time that the absurdity 
of having two kings in Brentford should cease, and it w^as 
suggested that the Tahitian monarch would best serve his 
own interests by abdicating. Still Pomare held out until, in 
1880, finding himself deprived of all semblance of pow'er, the 
king assembled together his chiefs, and formally handed over 
his kingdom to the “Gommissaire de laRdpublique,” who, ever 
since the young king’s accession, had been virtually sovereign 
of the island. 

In December of the same year the Senate ratified the Treaty 
entered into between the King and the Governors of the island 
in the following Act ; — 
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‘‘ Art. 1st. — The President of the Eepublic is authorized to 
notify, and to carry into execution, the declarations signed on 
the 29th July, 1880, by King Pomare V. and the Commissary 
of the Republic to the Society Isles, which declaration made 
known the cession to France of the full and entire sovereignty 
of all the territories belonging to the Crown of Tahiti. 

‘‘Art. 2nd.— The island of Tahiti and its dependencies are 
declared French colonies. 

“Art. 3rd.— French citizenship is acquired by all subjects 
of the King of Tahiti.” 

Since 1881, efforts have been made to develop the resources 
of these islands; but prior to that date, whether through 
ignorance or designedly, the w'hole administrative measures of 
the French were framed in a manner w^ell calculated to mar 
their moral and material prosperity. Occupied with a view of 
providing victualling stations for the French wdialing fleet, the 
harshness of the harbour regulations, and the multiplication of 
dues, drove even French vessels to seek shelter in other ports ; 
whilst on shore the laws were of such a nature as to drive 
away intending colonists. To quote AI. Leroy Beaulieu : — 

“ The great obstacle to the development of this colony, 
indeed of all French colonies, is the harsh and arbitrary 
nature of all administrative measures. Whalers and merchant 
vessels have been driven from the port by the formalities and 
heavy duties which are imposed upon them. No foreigners are 
allow’ed to live in the town, unless furnished with the necessary 
permits, and all are compelled to enter the town at a regular 
hour. In fact, the island is ruled as if it were a convent.” 

'Topoc/raphij . — The group of islands included within that 
triangular space over which France claims sovereignty may be 
thus summarized : — 

The Marquesas consist of eleven islands, viz., Eiao, 
Alotuitn, Hatutou, Nukahiva, Hapou, Hanka, Hivaoa, Tanata, 
Patouhukou, Motani, and Patouhiva. Of these Nukahiva is 
the most important, boasting a population of 2,700 souls, with 
an area of about 30,000 acres. Hivaoa is the most densely 

* “ De la Colonization cbez les Penples Modovnep,” par Paul Leroy 
Beaulieu. 
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populated and larger, but boasts of less cultivation, whilst 
Motani alone is uninhabited. 

Tahiti and Moorea have an area respectively of 407 and 
62 square miles. The former is the seat of Government, and 
the residence of the dethroned king, Pomard Y. Tahiti con- 
sists of two separate islands, each almost circular in form, 
connected by a narrow isthmus nearly two miles in length. 
Each of these separate islands is surmounted by a hill rising 
almost to the altitude of what we should call a mountain, the 
loftier of the two being nearly 8,000 feet high. 

The Archipelago of Tuamotou is composed of eighty-one 
separate islets, most of them being uninhabited and merely 
coral reefs ; the principal island, Anaa, is the residence of a 
French official, who is responsible to the Governor of Tahiti for 
the administration of his scattered and unimportant charge. 

The Archipelago of Tiihuai consists of the four islands of 
Tubuai, Raivavai, Ptimatara, and Rouroutu : these two last 
have refused to submit to the French protection, and, hitherto, 
the warlike nature of the population, and other more pressing 
concerns, have induced the French to allow this vexed question 
to remain in abeyance. 

Puiga is a small island with a population of about 150 
souls, situated in 27® 38'' south lat., and 148® 30^ west 
long. It is of no importance, politically or commercially, 
but nevertheless it has been incorporated into the Great 
Piepuhlic. 

Hualiine, Raiateia, and Bora Bora contain a population of 
about 3,000, and have some slight trading connection with the 
larger groups, but otherwise they are of little value. 

Topidation. — According to the most recent statistics avail- 
able in the office of the Minister of the Marine and the Colo- 
nies, the total population of the French possessions in Poly- 
nesia is as follows : — 


Islands of Tahiti and Moorea . 

. 10,808 

„ Rapa . . . 

153 

Archipelago of Tuamotou 

. 7,270 

„ Marquesas 

. 5,770 

„ Tubnai 

603 

The Gambier Islands 

. , 5!7 
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In Taliiti there are 974, and in the Marquesas 71 French- 
horn subjects ; but, as a rule, the foreign residents are not of 
a stamp to increase the reyerence of the islanders for Euro- 
peans. They are, for the most part, deserters from merchant 
vessels or whalers, or else men desirous of forgetting their own 
antecedents and their own nationality, and who have fled to 
Polynesia as being a spot where they would, in all probability, 
remain hidden for ever from the public eye. Drunkards and 
debauchees, their presence is a blot on European civilization, 
and a plague-spot which requires eradication ere we can hope 
to see the influence of Christianity regain the level it had 
reached prior to the French annexation of these islands. 

Government and Administration . — The French dependencies 
in Polynesia are placed under the authority of a Governor, who is 
assisted in his administrative functions by a “ Oonseil d’ Ad- 
ministration,” which consists of the head of the judicial service, 
the senior military officer, the chief of the “ Service Intdrieur,” 
and four inhabitants, two being French-born, elected by the 
suffrages of their fellow-citizens, two being nominated by the 
Governor himself. 

When this council meets to discuss any matters of finance, 
the members of the “ Oonseil Colonial,” twelve in number, 
join in its deliberations : six of these gentlemen must be 
French-born citizens, the remainder natives who are able to 
speak and write French. This organization exists only in 
Tahiti ; in the other islands there is a resident Governor, who 
unites the functions of Governor, Commander of the Forces, and 
Chief Magistrate. He is in every respect subordinate to the 
Governor of Tahiti, and appeals against his decisions can be 
made to the tribunals of that isle. These local Eesidents have 
very restricted authority : they are forbidden to enter on any 
expenditure beyond a sum of 2,000 francs (d080) without the 
consent of the Conseil Colonial of Tahiti. 

At Nukahiva, the chief town in the Marquesas group, which 
boasts a population of nearly 6,000 souls, the personnel at the 
disposal of the Governor is somewhat restricted in numbers. 
A Brigadier of Gendarmerie, with two gendarmes, and four 
native policemen, are there to maintain order. A, subordinate 
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of the Finance Department assists in the recovery of taxes 
and in the task of maintaining a just equilibrium between local 
receipts and payments. An old sailor, with a smattering of 
English, fulfils the functions of harbour-master, and he is 
assisted by four native boatmen, whilst a sergeant of the 
Artillery of the Marine, with live privates, comprises the garri- 
son. 

Justice . — In the lesser islands, the French Resident acts as 
arbitrator in all minor matters, being invested with the power 
of a Juge de Paix. In Tahiti there is a Court of Appeal, a 
Tribunal of the First Instance, and a Tribunal Buperieur, 
and to these courts all appeals against the decisions of the 
Residents of the other islands are relegated. The jurisdic- 
tion of these courts is governed by the French Codes, wliioli 
have been in force in the islands since the year 1868. 

Religion ami Education . — Since the close of the last cen- 
tury, Polynesia has been looked upon as a promising field for 
missionary enterprises, and for close on ninety years Protes- 
tant pastors have been labouring amongst the islanders, and 
their schools have been the cause of unmixed blessings to the 
inhabitants. Unfortunately, the injudicious actions of some 
of these gentlemen threw them into antagonism to the French, 
and the unfortunate Pritchard episode has always been laid at 
the door of the missionaries by our neighbours. It is not to be 
wondered at, then, that one of their first acts on annexation 
was to make the law annulling religious education applicable 
to their new-found colonies. Accordingly, instructions have been 
issued for the laicization of the primary schools in the islands, 
and members of the Department of Public Instruction have 
been despatched from France with a view of carrying these 
new regulations into effect. 

Public Works . — The Local Budget has for some years pro- 
vided a sum of ;610,000 per annum for the maintenance of the 
pilot service, the repairs of the harbour works, construction of 
lighthouses and semaphores, and other expenses connected 
with the navigation of these islands. With such small sums at 
their disposal it is impossible for the Oonseil Colonial to embark 
on any large undertakings ; indeed, the major part of the expeii- 



102 


Colonial Fi'ance. 


dituve goes in the support of the many officials who are con- 
nected with this department in the various islands, leaving an 
inlinitesimal sum for the commencement of new works after 
the necessary annual repairs have been executed. 

Agriculture and Commerce . — The efforts of the French 
Ministry to encourage the colonization of these islands have 
met with the most strenuous opposition on the part of the 
islanders. There is not an acre of ground for which some 
claimant cannot be found, and the hatred with which the in- 
habitants look upon their conquerors has resulted in the most 
obstinate refusal to sell land to Frenchmen. Were it possible 
to overcome this hostility on the part of the islanders, and to 
instil into the French the commonest notion of colonization, 
there is no reason why the Polynesian group might not become 
a valuable field for emigration ; the soil is rich and fertile, not 
only affording splendid grazing land for cattle on the uplands 
of the larger islands, but it is peculiarly adapted for the pro- 
duction of coffee, cotton, sugar, and other tropical products. 

The absurd restrictions of the French to which M. Leroy 
Beaulieu alludes have, however, to a great extent stifled the 
development of trade in the colony. Here, as elsewhere, we 
find the Polynesian group a commercial field for the enterprise 
of other nations who override French prejudices, and, despite 
restrictive tariffs in force, carry on a trade in face of all 
obstacles — a trade which is slowly improving. 

The import dues of the colony are deserving of a passing- 
notice : on all goods they amount to 20 per cent, on the net 
invoice, the following additional imposts being levied : — 


s. d. - 

Tea 10a pound 

Sugar 0 3 „ 

Whiskey and Hollands . ,68a gallon 

Brandy and I’oreign Wines .42 „ 

Wines of France . . . 0 10 „ 


The Trade movements of the colony in 1881 were as fol- 
lows ; — 


Foreign Countries. 
£107,640 
93,600 


Imports from . 
Exports to 


France. 
. £18,600 
. 15,400 



. £39,52(3 
. 28.088 
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Tile principal Exports lieing Motlier-of-Pearl 
„ „ Coprali 


The chief Imports being Wines and Spirits, tlie value of which 
amounted to £22,295. 


The Shipping movements in the same year were : — 


Entered 
Cleared out . 


French. 

No. Tonnage. 

. 21 4,411 tons. 
. 21 4,4.83 


Foreign PJags. 
No. Tonnage. 

92 11,386 tons. 
89 10,390 „ 


Finance . — Young as the colony is, it could not be expected 
to carry on its own administration without material aid from 
the mother country, although the taxation does reach the 
high figure of 20s. 4d. per head. The following are the prin- 
cipal items of revenue, but it will he seen that they only 
amount to about one-fourth of the total expenditure : — 


Local Bodget. 


Poll Tax . . 

i:5,822 

Expemlitiu'i 

Licence Tax ... 

1,920 


Ta.x on Native Spirits 

520 


Spirit Licences .... 

1,880 


Customs . . , . . 

16,280 


Miscellaneous Receipts 

16,478 


— 

43,000 

*Budget of Minister of Marine . 


177,007 



£220,007 


New Caledonia. 

One hundred and ten years have elapsed since Captain 
Cook, sailing through the Southern Pacific Ocean, sighted the 
island of New Caledonia ; its rugged mountain peaks clad with 
rich forests, and the smiling verdure of its grassy slopes, served 
to remind him of the Bonnie Scotland he loved so well, and 
from that day the island has borne its name of New Caledonia. 
Yisited often by English and French commanders, even made 
the field of missionary labours on the part of some Jesuits 
The various items arc given in Appendix No. 1. 
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from Paris, no attempts were made by any of the great 
colonizing Powers to occupy the island until, in the year 1861, 
the massacre of a boat’s crew belonging to the French frigate 
Alcmeiii, commanded by the Comte d’Harcourt, drew the 
attention of the Emperor Napoleon III. to its many valuable 
properties, and, in 1853, Admiral Febvrier-Despointes took 
possession of it without opposition on the part of the natives, 
doubtless because the natives were ignorant of the true mean- 
ing of the solemn farce that was being enacted before them. 
In the end of the same year the neighbouring Pine islands 
were occupied, and a few years later, the Loyalty islands. By 
this time, however, the natives had arrived at the real meaning 
of the wnrd annexation, and the French found themselves 
exposed to a lively resistance on the part of the aborigines, 
whose hatred to their white conquerors time has not softened. 
Not a year passes by that some outbreak does not occur, which 
requires to be put down with more than a show of force. In 
the year 1878 a rebellion broke out wdiich necessitated the 
employment of a considerable body of troops. Fighting on 
their own soil, adopting the tactics of the Maories, the natives 
of New Caledonia proved more than a match for the small 
detachments at first sent against them, and it was not until 
France had put over 3,000 men into the field, and had 
thoroughly starved her opponents into submission, that the}^ 
succeeded, after a campaign lasting more than a year, in 
restoring peace and order. 

In the year 1864 Napoleon determined to convert New 
Caledonia into a penal establishment for French convicts. 
The tenable mortality in French Guiana, and the expense and 
immorality of the hulks in the naval dockyards, induced him 
to cast about for some distant possession to which he could 
deport his criminals. New Caledonia was sufficiently distant 
from France ; and being an island separated by some hundred 
miles of water from her neare-t neighbour, he judged that its 
criminal settlers wmuld be unable to inflict any harm on the 
surrounding islands. Up till the fall of the Empire, convicts 
in some numbers w^ere deported to the island, but they were 
sufficiently guarded to, render their escape difiicult. On the 
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suppression of the Eeign of Terror inspired by the Commune, 
it became a serious question as to the disposal of the human 
fiends who destroyed the Paris the Prussians had so scrupu- 
lously spared. In an evil moment for our Australian colonies, 
M. Thiers bethought himself of New Caledonia, and from that 
day criminals of all classes have been deported to that island, 
which has become a by- word for the inefficiency of its prison 
regulations, and a blot on the boasted civilization of France. 
The cannibalism of the aborigines is outvied by the cruelty, 
vice, and immorality of the convicts, — vice and immorality 
which are connived at by the French G-overnment. So lax is 
the supervision that convicts, on arriving, are turned adrift 
in the streets of Noumea, and the authorities are only too 
pleased if by purchase or violence the offscourings of French 
society can procure the means of escaping to the neighbour- 
ing British colonies, whence their extradition is never demanded. 
The frequency of these escapes, the despicable though by no 
means desperate character of the convicts who have found their 
way to Australian soil, has naturally roused the indignation 
of our colonial authorities, and. very firm remonstrances were 
addressed by the British Foreign Office to the French Ministry. 
M. Ferry, with that courtesy wdiich characterizes the Ministers 
of the Eepublic, refused to recognize the right of the British 
Government to interfere in a question which, he maintained, 
is one concerning the internal administration of France. But 
though the British Cabinet seem disposed to acquiesce in every 
outrage committed by the Eepublican Government, the Execu- 
tive of our Australian colonies are by no means prepared to 
allow the question to he shelved, and the Bill which provides 
for the deportation to New^ Caledonia of Habitual Criminals 
awakened in the minds of the Australians very bitter feelings. 
They maintained that though France has a perfect right to 
deport as many of her criminals to New Caledonia as she 
pleases, she is bound to take the most effective measures to 
prevent those criminals preying upon neighbouring settlements ; 
and they complain, and with justice, that when these criminals 
escape to Australian shores, and become a burden to the 
English colonist, the French authorities not only make no 
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demands for tlieir extradition, but refuse to receive them 
again. 

The protests of the Australian colonies have been growing- 
stronger and stronger, until they have passed from protests to 
threats. Unfortunately, the firmness of the British Colonial 
Minister has not been maintained, and the authorities on the 
Quai d’Orsay appear to think that the Australians are powerless 
to act without the sanction of the British Government. Our 
cousins, how^ever, hold different view's; and, reminding the 
Home Government of the threats by which they succeeded in 
putting a stop to the deportation of British criminals to their 
shores, they have warned us that, should they be unable to ob- 
tain any redress from the French Government, they will be 
compelled to charter a vessel, ship on her all the French con- 
victs now in the Australian gaols, and land them bodily on 
the coast of France. Such a course, they maintain, would 
effectually bring France to reason, and would, under the cir- 
cumstances, be more than justifiable. 

In the months of July, August, September, and October, 
1883, fifty-three public meetings w^ere held in the principal 
cities of Australia to protest against the action of the French 
Government, and copies of the resolutions arrived at were 
forwarded to the Colonial Office. Armed with these earnest 
remonstrances, Lord Derby again urged on the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to w'arn M. Challemel-Lacour of the 
increasing apprehension with which the Recidivist Bill was 
being received in Australia, and to beg of him as a friendly 
measure to abstain from pressing forward a project W'hich W'ould 
infallibly mar the harmonious relations existing between the 
two countries. With almost Oriental diplomacy, the French 
Foreign Minister replied that the Recidivist Bill had not yet 
received the formal approval of the Senate, and that it might 
by that august body be relegated to the Lower Chamber, and 
therefore it would be impolitic to enter on the discussion of a 
project not yet become law^ In the meantime, how'ever, the 
French Government acted as if the Bill was an Act, and under 
its provisions several hundreds of habitual criminals were 
dospatclied to New' Caledonia, in defiance of the moderate re- 
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monstrances of Lord Lyons, thus arousing still further public 
feeling in our Australian colonies. 

And, indeed, the law is one which is well calculated to arouse 
the just indignation of the inhabitants of Australia. Under 
its provisions — 

fl. Any criminal who within a period of ten years shall 
have sutfered imprisonment four times, for terms of 
three months or upwards, for the crime of theft, 
breach of trust, swindling, destruction of trees or 
crops, incitation of minors to debauchery, or out- 
rage on public modesty ; 

Any criminal who in a period of ten years shall have 
been sentenced to travcmx forces on two separate 
occasions, or once sentenced to travaux forces, once 
to imprisonment for three mouths ; 
c. Or who, in the space of ten years, shall have been 
sentenced to imprisonment on six separate occasions, 
one of which must have been at least three months in 
duration, 

may be deported to New’ Caledonia by order of any Tribunal 
Correctioniiel ; and, on arrival, shall be despatched to one of 
the agricultural penal, establishments, where concessions of 
land are made to those desirous of receiving them. No 
restraint wdiatever is placed on the movements of these gentry, 
beyond a prohibition to return to France. They are kept distinct 
from the convicts in the island ; these latter are interned in 
foul dens, where every vice is practised, unchecked by the 
gaolers, who connive at debauchery and crime, in order to 
lessen their own labours. 

The recidivists or habitual criminals can regain their civil 
rights so far as Ne^v Caledonia is concerned; that is, they 
take with them to their ne%v home the proud privilege of 
voting for the municipal election in the Communes of the 
island, and they may aspire even to sit in the fatiteuil of a 
Mayor. In fact, the Bill aims at laying the foundation of a 
prosperous colony in New Caledonia by the deportation of those 
men and women wdio now flood the gaols in the mother country. 
It is based on an erroneous reading of our own Trtinsport 
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system of fifty years ago, and is the working out, on an en- 
larged scale, and in an injudicious manner, of the suggestions 
thrown out hy M. Jules Duval in his excellent work on the 
colonies of France. 

Topograpluj . — The island of New Caledonia, which is situ- 
ated between the 20th and 22nd parallels of south latitude, and 
the 159th and 161st of east longtitude, covers an area of about 
6,2 '10 square miles. The general run of the island is from north- 
west to south-east, a double chain of mountains running parallel 
to the coast, the summits of which attain an altitude of close on 
6,000 feet. Between these mountain ridges lies a fertile valley, 
in which valuable carboniferous and metalliferous deposits have 
been discovered. 

The capital, Noumea, a town of about 8,000 inhabitants, is 
situated in the extreme south-western angle of the island, and, 
if the report of recent visitors can be relied on, is a very hell 
upon earth. On the island of Non, about one mile from 
Noumea, the main penal establishment of the colony has been 
constructed ; but the convicts, after passing a probationary 
period within the four walls of the prison, are scattered on 
parole throughout the island, some being employed in gangs on 
public works, and others allotted to planters or to the proprietors 
of the various mineral working companies, the object of the 
French being to let their subsistence fall on other shoulders 
than that of the Government. 

Population . — ^No great care appears to have been bestowed in 
the completion of the census returns of the colony, and the 
difference of sexes is not given in the Tableaux de Population 
of the colonies of France recently published. 

From it, however, I gather that the population consists as 
under : — 


Civil OfBciala .... 

316 

Troops and Convict Guards 

. 2,973 

Keligions Orders 

102 

Civil Population 

. 3,166 

Engaged Labourers . 

. 2,693 

Natives , . , . 

. 40,000 

Convicts . . , . 

. 9,331 

58,584 
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Since this return was issued the number of convicts has been 
sensibly increased, over 3,000 recidivists having been deported 
under the new law. 

OovG7'nment cmd Aclministrcition . — The administration of the 
island is confided to a Governor, who is aided in his functions 
by the heads of the various Government departments ; the 
council consisting of the “ Director de ITiiterieur,” the Com- 
^ mandantofthe Troops, Head of the Convict Establishment, and 

Chief Judge. The “ Conseil Privd ” is further strengthened by 
two members of the colonial community, nominated by the 
Governor himself ; but when financial questions are under dis- 
cussion, the Municipal Council of Noumea details four of its 
own members, and three gentlemen are selected by the Governor 
from the other municipalities of the island, to bestow a re- 
presentative character on the assembly. 

In the year 1879 the colony was divided into five Cantons, 
Noumea, with 683 electors on its municipal rolls ; Kanala, with 
104 ; Honailon, 98 ; Touho, with 42 ; Ondgoa, with 94. The 
councils of these cantons are endowed with power enabling 
them to levy rates and taxes, construct public works, open up 
local communications, bestow grants of land. The colony, how’- 
ever, so far as the inland cantons are concerned, is quite in its 
infancy, and Noumea is the only one which can boast of any 
return from its so-called rates. 

Justice . — New Caledonia being essentially a penal colony, 
the inhabitants of which are in the main the offscourings of 
French society, or engaged labourers exasperated at their treat- 
ment by their French masters, it is not a matter of wonder that 
crime should be rife in the island. The judicial statistics do 
* not touch on the offences committed by convicts, whose punish- 

ment is arranged for by the authorities of the various penal 
establishments ; nor do the engaged labourers occupy the 
attention of the criminal courts. They are looked upon as 
slaves by their masters, who have practically power of life and 
death over them. The lash and imprisonment in privately- 
constructed dens are frequently inflicted without any higher 
authority than that of the master ; and, so long as the mamitu* 
in which the engaged labourer is killed is not too sudden or 
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too outrageous, Frencli justice does not feel itself called on to 
interfere. 

A Tribunal of the First Instance and a Court of Appeal exists 
at Noumea; four Juges de Paix exercise their functions at the 
capital, Ondgoa, Bourail, and Chepeiiebe. J ustice is at a dis- 
count when the salaries of the judges are disproportionate to 
the income of the lower classes of society ; here the pay of a 
Juge do Paix is but T240 a year, whilst a labourer in the fields 
earns 10 francs (8s. 4d.) a day. It is stated that large sums 
daily change hands even in the convict prisons, where gambling 
is as rife as in the casinos of a Fi’ench watering-place, and that 
by means of the sums thus won the convicts are enabled not 
merely to obtain luxuries usually denied to men in their posi- 
tion, but so to influence their gaolers as to obtain their liberty, 
or at any rate an exchange of quarters to some agricultural 
settlement. 



Civil Oa.sos. 

Oommorcial 

Criminal. 

Simple 
Polieo Suits. 

Co\irt o£ Appfal 

10 

17 

26 


Tribunal of Noumea 

436 

80 

155 

_ 

.Tiiges de Paix 

— 


- 
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Education . — The laicization of the schools for primary educa- 
tion is being rapidly proceeded with in New Caledonia, which, 
being a new colony, has never been thoroughly under the domina- 
tion of the religious orders. In 1881 there were seven teeii 
schools, attended by 744 boys, and twenty for girls (seven being 
conducted by the Sisters of St. Joseph de Cluny), giving instruc- 
tion to 835 pupils. 

Puhlic Works . — ^For many years the Local Budget has 
allocated a sum averaging about T10,000 per annum to the 
construction of public works ; but this by no means represents 
the results obtained, as the services of the convicts have been 
utilized in erecting lighthouses, improving the harbour accom- 
modation, throwing up in strategic positions small forts to over- 
awe the natives, improving roads between the principal places, 
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aud in organizing a system of water sui:)ply from tlie town of 
Noumea, winch in the earlier days of its occupation was mainly 
dependent on a much-befouled stream. 

Mines . — Within the last few years Taluable mines of Yarious 
metals have been discovered in the colony. Their discovery has 
naturally given an impetus to immigration, and the principal 
immigrants, it is needless to say, have been Englishmen. Cop- 
per, nickel, iron, cobalt, and coal are all found in the island, 
and are all worked with more or less success by trading com- 
panies, some of which are of very considerable magnitude. 

Copper has been discovered in thirty-six difterent places, bi.it 
only twm mines are in w^orking order at Balade and Boma- 
moula. The former mine up to the end of 1883 had exported 
43,000 tons of metal, the pure copper averaging 17 per cent. 
Over four hundred workmen are emplo3’’ed in these mines, 
three-quarters of these being convicts on ticket-of-leave. 

Nickel . — The mines of this metal are being ivorked with 
great success at Thio-Canalo and Houailon, the annual exports 
amounting in value to about £100,000, Unfortunately, owing to 
the inability of thoroughly wmrking the ore in the island, it is 
exported in its natural condition to France, thus enhancing the 
cost of production, and greatly dimiuisliiiig the profits of 
speculation. 

Iron. — Thirty-four concessions have been granted for the 
ivorking of iron ore in New Caledonia. The principal mine, 
“ Lucky Hit,” is in the hands of some Australian miners, who, 
it is said, are doing exceedingly well. 

Free Emigration . — The present lawless condition of New 
Caledonia, and the stagnation in the commerce of the colony, 
has impelled the French Government to look around for means 
to develop its natural resources. The difficulty lies in the 
power of inducing freed men to emigrate to a country where 
the society consists of the scum and refuse of France, and 
wdieii that society is daily receiving additions from those habitual 
criminals which the new Eecidivisb Law empowers Local Tribu- 
nals to deport to that colony. 

The French Ministry, by means of posting the walls of the 
towns with placards setting forth the advantages of New 
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Caledonia as a place of residence, and by bolding out certain 
advantages to intending emigrants, are endeavouring to attract 
attention to the island, but hitherto their efforts have met with 
but scant recognition. Official documents dwell on the salu- 
brity of its climate, the delightful medium of its tempera- 
ture, the fertility of its soil, alike good for the culrivation of 
sugar as for the agricultural products of France, and for the rais- 
ing of cattle — all these points are dilated on with the versatile 
pen of the official Frenchman. Free passages are granted to all 
French citizens who have fulfilled the term of their military 
service, and on landing in the colony they are entitled to free 
grants of land amounting to 9 acres for each family, this area 
being increased to 12^ acres if the family consists of four or 
more souls. On any member of a family, already in possession 
of a Government grant, marrying, he or she receives a further 
gratuitous concession of 9 acres. 

Immigrants from Alsace and Lorraine are granted lots of 
25 acres, thus placing them on better terms than members of 
those provinces France has been able to retain. 

Europeans of other countries are entitled to what are termed 
“ Concessions a titre on^reux.” They are permitted to pur- 
chase land at the price of ten francs an acre, payable in advance, 
in twenty-four half-yearly instalments. 

Gominerce . — It may be owing to the absence of free labour, 
due to the absurd restrictions and harassing regulations enacted 
by French officials in their colonies rather than to any natural 
drawbacks in the soil of New Caledonia, which still keeps the 
commercial statistics of the colony at such a low figure. 
Official returns show a dimunition rather than an increase in 
the annual exports. 



1803. 

1870. 

1880. 

1881. 

Inripoits 

£59,360 

£129,967 

£316,177 1 

£284,564 

.. 

1,844 

12,146 

110,286 

61,362 


In tlie year 1863 the colony was in its infancy, the principal 
items of import being the food for the garrison. In 1870 the 
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penal establisliment numbered about 800 souls, and tlie imports 
requisite for their subsistence had naturally increased. In 
1881 close on 10,000 prisoners were distributed over the island ; 
their rations naturally form a serious item in the amount of 
exportations from France, which in that year reached the sum 
of ,£80,000. 

The movements of navigation during the last two years, of 
Avhich returns have been published, have been as under : — 



ISSO. 

1.SS1. 


No. of 
Vessels. 

Toimago, 

Passengers. 

No. of 
Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Passengers. 

Entries . , 

Ill 

36,178 

572 

127 

42,576 

1,433 

Cleai'ed out . 

118 

81,123 

424 

121 

41,542 

1,338 


Finances . — It cannot be expected that New Caledonia will 
in anyway be self-supporting ; as a penal settlement it must 
naturally depend on the mother country for heavy pecuniary 
aid, and this is ungrudgingly bestowed, as ,in the case of the 
other French colonies. 

The Local Builget annually provides for 

the expenditure of , £76,600 

a sum derived from various re- 
sources, the principal contribu- 
tions being:— 

Tax upon Wines and Spirits £14., 600 
Sale of Land.s . . . 18,360 

Land Tax .... 2,250 

■'"The Budget of the Minister of Marine and 
the Colonies further aids the Colony 
in . 608,075 

£584',675 


The items of this sum will be found in Appendi-x No. 1. 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

FURTHEE INDIA. 

Early Dealings of tlie Erencli in Annam — The Jesuit Bishop’s Treaty of 
1787 directed against the English— Cruelty of Annamites to Mission- 
aries— Ifrenoh Threats — Occupation of Saigon — War of 1861 — 
Annexation of Oochin-Ohiim— Dupuis’ Explorations in Tonkin — 
Garnier’s Campaign and Death — Eiviere’s Expedition — Final Treaty 
and Annexation of the whole Eastern portion of the Peninsula — 
Topography — Popiilation — Government and Administration — - 
Justice — Education — Eeligiou — Public Works — Agriculture and 
Commerce — Finance. 

The rise of Ereneh iiifloence in the peninsula of Further 
India has been as rapid as its history has been interesting. 
Ninety-nine years ago, an exile King of Annam, brought into 
contact with the Jesuit missionaries of Siam, sought the 
assistance of Ijouis XVI. against the usurper who sat on the 
throne of Hud. The head of the mission at Bankok accompanied 
Gialong’s eldest son, Prince Canh Dzue to Paris, and there 
pointed out, in an able memorandum addressed to the Ministry 
at Versailles, the advantages to be derived from an alliance with 
the exiled rulei* of Annam. The French power had received its 
deathblow in Hindostan, and Bishop Pigneau de Behaine saw 
in the harbours of Further India a means of striking at 
British commerce and so shattering British supremacy. 

The document is still valuable. Though its arguments were 
addressed a century ago by a Jesuit Bishop to a French 
Monarch, they are yet the arguments used by French Ministers 
to a Republican people. 

“ The balance of powder in India seems so much in favour of 
the English, that one is compelled to regard the re-establish- 
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ment of the equilibrum a very difficult matter to accomplish. 
Perhaps a settlement in Cochin-China will be the surest and 
most efficacious way of attaining this end. In fact, if we cast 
a glance on the products of Cochin-China, and upon the situa- 
tions of its ports, it is easily seen that the greatest advantages 
are to be gained from a settlement there — advantages both in 
time of peace and in time of war. 

“ Firstly. Naturally the most efficacious way of fighting the 
English in India is to ruin, or at any rate to weaken, her 
commerce. In time of peace, the profits of their China trade 
would be greatly diminished, as we should be able to carry on 
trade with China at far less expense and with greater ease 
than the English. 

“ Secondly. In time of war it would be easy to put an abso- 
lute stoppage on this commerce with any hostile nation what- 
ever ; for it would be easy to prevent any vessel from either 
entering or leaving Chinese waters, by merely placing a few 
cruisers in the straits or at the mouth of the Canton river. 

‘'Thirdly. In Cochin-China we find easy and inexpensive 
means for careening and cleaning our ships, and even for 
building new vessels. 

“ Fourthly. Everything necessary for revictiialling our squad- 
rons, and for supplying our other colonies with the necessaries 
of life, are easily obtainable in Cochin-China. 

“ Fifthly. In case of need it will he easy to raise soldiers and 
sailors from amongst the inhabitants. 

“ Sixthly. It will be easy from this, as a base, to prevent the 
English from extending their Empire to the East.” 

Louis XVI. and his Ministers were not slow to perceive the 
immense advantages that might accrue to France were she to 
occupy a strong position in the peninsula of Further India. 
The marvellous successes of the French squadron in Eastern 
waters would have been rendered more striking had they been 
possessed of harbours less distant than those of the Isles of 
France and of Reunion. There were ardent spirits in the 
country who still dreamed of a revival of French power in 
Hindostan, and, imbued with these view^s, an alliance, ofiensive 
and defensive, was entered into between His Most Christian 
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Majesty of France and tlie exiled sovereign of Annam, in which 
the former guaranteed to provide five French and two colonial 
regiments, a million of dollars, and a squadron, for the purpose 
of setting Gialong on his throne again ; Gialong, on his part, 
ceding certain territories to France, and further engaging to aid 
Louis with men, ships, and material in case of need. 

The outbreak of the Kevolution prevented Louis XVI. ful- 
filling his share of the treaty, hut the Bishop nevertheless 
succeeded in inducing a numher of Frenchmen to accompany 
him to Cochin-China. By their aid Gialong recovered his 
throne, re-organized his army and defences after a European 
model, and ever remained a w'^arm admirer of his new allies. He 
was not backward in rewarding his more immediate supporters, 
and, under his all-pow'erful protection, Pigneau de Behaine was 
enabled to prosecute his missionary work with redoubled vigour. 

The disciples of Confucius, however, did not on all matters 
agree with their sovereign ; constant and open were the differ- 
ences between the natives of the kingdom and the Jesuit priests, 
and on the death of Gialong, MinliMang, his successor, treated 
the missionaries with the greatest rigour. In 1833, his fanaticism 
showed itself more openly, and he issued a royal edict, not only 
forbidding the entry of fresh priests, but directing all those in 
his kingdom to withdraw under pain of death. Threats such 
as these had but little effect on these brave followers of our 
Saviour. Between the years 1833 and 1840 nine missionaries 
met with a violent death, and -when, in the latter year, Minh 
Mang died, his successor, Thien Tri, redoubled the persecutions 
of w'hich his father had been guilty. These persecutions 
reached the ears of the French Court, and, in 1843, a French 
frigate anchored off Tourane, a seaport near the mouth of the ^ 

Hue river, and demanded the release of some Jesuits whom 
Thien Tri held in captivity. Some of the older councillors 
still remembered the means by which Thien Tri’s grandfather 
had regained his throne, and they persuaded the King to release 
his prisoners. This he did, but with a had grace, and the 
frigate left the coast without having exhibited to the natives 
anything more indicative of the power of France than a boat’s 
crew' and an epaulotted officer. Thien Tri repented him of his 
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leniency, and straiglitway redoubled his cruelties ; consequently, 
in 1847, Admiral Lapierre, commanding the French squadron in 
Chinese waters, anchored off Tourane, and forwarded a still 
stronger menace to the King. The menace was answered witli 
insolence, and Lapierre at once bombarded the forts, dismantled 
the guns, blew up the powder magazines, but, not feeling strong 
enough to push on to Hue, witlidre^r his vessels, taking care at 
the same time to explain to the Mandarins that any further 
persecution of missionaries would be answered in a more 
complete manner. 

In the following year Thien Tri died, and his younger sou, 
Tu l)uc, succeeded to the throne. No sooner had he put down 
the inevitable attempts of other claimants to wrest the Crown 
from him, than he turned his attention to the missionaries, 
and, in 1851, embarked on a war of extermination ; offering 
rewards, not only for the heads of priests, but for those of 
Christian converts. 

In 1856, the Emperor Napoleon HI. despatched a warning 
missive to Tu Due, which was without effect, and in 1858, 
finding that the executions of missionaries were being carried 
on with over-increasing vigour, a strong force was despatched 
to Tourane, and an ultimatum forwarded by the Admiral to 
Hud. The King vouchsafed no answer ; he had accurately 
gauged the strength of his opponents, and he felt himself 
secure in his capital. He, however, adopted a temporizing 
policy, under, cover of which he withdrew all his specie and 
material from the forts at Tourane. When the patience of the 
Admiral was exhausted, a final message w^as forwarded to the 
Mandarin in command by the French Admiral, and on the 
following morning, the squadron opened its bombardment. 
The tire \vas not returned, and on a landing party reaching the 
works they were found abandoned, and all guns wdthdrawm. 
Deticieut of transport, it was impossible to march on Hud, so 
the French Commander was forced to content himself with 
occupying the deserted works until he should have organized 
the means of making an advance on the capital. The enforced 
inactivity was not only hurtful to the French army of occupa- 
tion, but was decidedly stiffening the back of Tu Duo. Sick- 
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ness was rife. Hundreds of men were in hospitals with fever ; 
a very high death-rate was already established. All prospect 
of a rapid move on Tu Due’s stronghold was necessarily 
abandoned, and Tourane being untenable on account of its 
unhealthiness, and being useless from a strategic point of view, 
Admiral Rigault de Genouilly determined to shift the scene of 
operation to the southern port of Saigon, where every facility 
existed for the establishment of a powerful military station. 
Early in February, 1859, the force embarked, and on the 
17th after a sharp bombardment, in which the French fleet 
suffered over 150 casualties, the works in front of Saigon were 
reduced to ruin, and the town forced to surrender. The French 
success was complete : 400 cannon of various calibre, and of 
all patterns under the sun, 6,000 small arms of all sizes and 
makes, 160,000 lbs. of gunpowder, and 500,000 dollars in 
specie, fell into the hands of the victors ; they forthwith 
forwarded an ultimatum to the King, who now evinced a desire 
to treat. 

The terms offered were too onerous ; the French insisted on 
four points, on none of which was it likely the King would yield — 

1. Religious liberty throughout Annam. 

2. Opening of all ports to European commerce. 

3. Cession of Saigon to France. 

4. Recognition of the French claims, under the Treaty of 
1787, to certain lands in the neighbourhood of Tourane and to 
flie islands of Hai-wen and Poulo Condor. 

tiostilities were again resumed, and the French drove the 
Aiiuamite Army out of their position near Saigon ; the losses of 
the victors were considerable, and unfortunately the outbreak 
of the rainy season compelled them to adopt a strictly defensive 
attitude. The outbreak of the China War of 1860 necessi- 
tated the reduction of the little force in Saigon. Thus 
reduced to inactivity, they were made the subject of the most 
persistent attacks on the part of the Annam forces, who were 
naturally encouraged by the inability of the French to assume 
the oirensivo. 

The signature of the Treaty of Rekin, however, enabled 
Admiral Cliaruier to resume active operations, and in February, 
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1861, the provinces of Mitho and Bien Hoa were occupied by 
the French. Overtures were again made by Tu Due, and in 
June, 1862, a treaty was entered into between France and 
Annarn, in which the latter ceded the provinces of Bien Hoa, 
Gia Dinh, and Mytho, opened certain ports to European trade, 
and sanctioned religious freedom. 

This last clause was the cause of fresh disturbances. On more 
than one occasion Eomish priests were ill-treated in Annam 
villages, and Tu Due was accused of direct complicity in these 
persecutions. No proof was adduced against him, but the 
mere fact of the treaty not having been carried out in its 
entirety, was considered sufficient excuse for the annexation by 
France of the three provinces of Vinh-mong, Chaii-doc, and 
Han Tien. 

These wholesale annexations caused Tu Due to turn to his 
suzerain, the Emperor of China, to whom the Kings of Annam 
ever paid tribute, and at wdiose hands they received their inves- 
titure. But the sovereign of the Celestial Empire had too 
recently felt the weight of the AVestern Powers, and he declined 
to interfere between his vassal and France. Tu Due was accord- 
ingly compelled to nurse his resentment in silence. 

Secure in the commerce of Southern Annam, France now 
cast about how she was to prevent the trade of Southern China 
from filtering through Yunnan into British Burmali. The 
memorandum of Pigneau de Behaine was, like the writing 
on Belshazzar’s walls, ever present to the eyes of French 
statesmen. 

“The most certain w^ay of damaging the English in India 
is to ruin, or at any rate to weaken, her commerce. In time of 
peace, being situated nearer to China, we should undoubtedly 
absorb much of her trade ; the voyage being shorter, and the 
expense of transit cheaper, than to India, Chinese merchants 
would naturally prefer the French ports in Cochin-China to 
the more distant ones of Calcutta and Madras.” 

Three-quarters of a century previously had those words been 
written, and in the meantime the French, acting on the advice 
of the militant Bishop, were masters of Lower Annam. Yet 
the commerce of England was not weakened, and the Chinese 
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merchants had not shown that i:)reference for the ports of 
Cochin- China which the Reverend Prelate had anticipated. In 
order to ensure the desired end, it was obvious that the whole 
peninsula of Further India must be conquered. When France 
desires annexation, an excuse is not long forthcoming. 

The Taepiug rebellion had rendered commerce in the north- 
ern provinces of Annam dangerous, and the Delta of the Red 
River of Tonkin had become infested by pirates, who levied 
blackmail on all traders. Tu Due, anxious to restore peace 
and order in his dominions, naturally turned to China, from 
whose southern frontiers these brigands had escaped, asking 
the aid of his suzerain towards their subjugation. This was 
by no means the line the French wished to be followed, and a 
despatch-boat w^as directed to proceed to the mouth of the Red 
River, to ascertain the actual condition of the country, and the 
feasibility of its occupation. 

At the same time a daring French merchant, M. Dupuis, 
was encouraged in his scheme of running a cargo of munitions 
of war up the Red River for the force of the Governor of 
Yunnan. Dupuis’ voyage was successful ; but, flushed with 
his success, he embarked on a second expedition, which was 
forbidden by the Mandarins of Hanoi. Dupuis, nothing 
daunted, opposed force to force, and the King, Tu Due, anxious 
to avoid a collision with a French subject, begged the French 
Governor of Saigon to compel the return of his countryman. 
Admiral Duprd at once detached M. Gamier, an able and gallant 
but injudicious officer, to inquire into the case. This hot- 
headed young naval lieutenant, throwing himself heart and 
soul into the projects of Dupuis, forwarded an ultimatum to 
the Mandarins of Hanoi, and followed it up by assaulting and 
carrying the city. His success was not of long duration. 
Recovering from the surprise occasioned by the suddenness and 
audacity of his attack, the Annamites drew Gamier into an 
ambush, where his little force w^as annihilated and he himself 
killed. Matters now assumed a serious aspect. The French, 
in justice, were compelled to disavow the unauthorized conduct 
oi; Lieutenant Gamier, and they were averse to entering upon a 
war the foundation of which had been laid in such an un- 
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authorized manner. A cautious diplomatist was despatched to 
Hud, and this gentleman, M. Philastre, succeeded in undoing 
all the evil wrought by Gamier and Dupuis, and in carrying 
through a treaty in vrhich Tu Due opened the Bed River to 
French commerce, and permitted the location of Consuls with 
armed escorts at certain towns. China, however, refused to 
acknowledge the validity of the new treaty, and France, weak 
from the struggle with Germany, w'as unable to act with suffi- 
cient vigour to carry it into effect in face of the opposition of 
the Celestial Empire. Years passed by, years marked by end- 
less bickerings on the part of the French, by endless remon- 
strances on the part of the Chinese. Recovering gradually 
from her \veakuess and humiliation, France embarked on a 
policy of feverish activity, and an expedition was despatched 
to the Red River of Tonkin in the year 1882, with orders to 
carry into effect the Treaty of 1874, and to clear Tonkin of the 
piratical bands who rendered the navigation of that river 
unsafe. The command w'as entrusted to Captain Riviere, and 
the story of Gamier was re-eiiacted with all Gamier’ s dash, with 
all Garnier’s determination. Hanoi was stormed and captured, 
and the whole delta of the Red River passed under French 
protection — a protection France claimed over the whole kingdom 
of iVnnam. Then adopting to the full his lamented prede- 
cessor’s plan of operations, Riviere, wdth all Garnier’s indiscre- 
tion, was betrayed into a sortie from the wmlls of the Residency, 
and perished miserably in an engagement where the French did 
not show the gallantry so characteristic of their race. 

There was no doubt that the Mandarins of Tu Due were 
implicated in the attack on Riviere’s detachment, nor was there 
any doubt that towns in the vicinity of Hanoi w’ere garrisoned 
by Chinese troops. France, how^ever, pined for a little glory, 
and the Ministry had not much difficulty in obtaining credit for 
a campaign on a sufficiently large scale to admit of the sub- 
jugation of the whole northern provinces of the kingdom of 
Annam. The operations opened disastrously enough. Entangled 
in the swampy rice-fields in the neighbourhood of Hanoi, the 
French suffered a series of disastrous defeats, which were, 
however, amply atoned for by the bombardment of Flue and the 
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carrying out of a treaty in which Tu Due’s successor acknow- 
ledged tho French protectorate, and besought their assistance 
in restoring order in Tonkin. Resolved to make herself mistress 
of the whole kingdom, and fearing China, whose attitude every 
day became more tbreatening, France rose to the occasion. 
Her Ministers acted with firmness and decision ; they decided 
on no half measures. Large credits w'ere demanded ; a corps 
of 16,000 was at once despatched to Tonkin ; wdiole squadrons 
of river launches strengthened the Admiral’s fleet ; the chal- 
lenge thrown down by China was promptly taken up, and the 
towns of Bac-Ninh and Sontay garrisoned by troops of the 
Celestial Empire, the captui’e of which, the French were 
warned, would be considered a casus belli, were stormed, 
and after a succession of engagements, in which Western 
tactics shone conspicuous, the subjugation of the delta was 
complete. 

A treaty was then entered into with China, in which the 
Tsong-li-Yamen recognized the French protectorate over the 
whole kingdom of Annam, France on her part guarantee- 
ing to defend the southern provinces of China from invasion 
by any European Power. This clause was evidently directed 
against England. To divert from us the commerce of these 
southern provinces, France embarked on a long and costly war ; 
and in order to engender suspicions of our designs on the 
Celestial Empire, the French Ambassador, M. Fournier, 
inserted a clause in the Treaty wEich brought the operations 
to a close which -was in every respect unjustifiable. The Treaty 
of Tientsin of 1884 was followed up by a solemn ratification 
of the covenant between the King of Hue and the President 
of the Piepublic, and, at a solemn audience in the King’s palace, 
the seal entrusted to the Sovereigns of Annam by the Empire 
of China, was formally handed over to the French Gleneral, in 
token of the complete submission to France of kings who for 
2,000 years have been fiefs of Pekin. 

In dealing, then, with the kingdom of Annam, we are justi- 
fied by recent events in dealing with it as a French colony. 
Though as yet French protection only has been announced over 
the northern provinces, Ptesidents have been appointed at Hue 
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and Hanoi — Ptesidents subordinate to the Governor- General of 
Saigon ; and it is evident that the King of Annam is king only 
in name. Already an army of occupation is being organized 
by the enlistment of natives of the soil, and in a few short 
years we shall doubtless see the whole kingdom administered 
by a Governor at Hud, with subordinate officials at Saigon and 
Hanoi. 

Toiiograiihy , — The kingdom of Annam, at the commence- 
ment of the century, stretched along the eastern shores of the 
great peninsula of Further India, its southern boundaries being 
marked by the debouchures of the Biver Mekong into the Gulf 
of Siam, its northern by the Chinese provinces of Yunnan 
andKwangsi ; the kingdoms of Cambodia, Siam, and Burmah, 
also tributaries of the Celestial Empire, lay contiguous to its 
western frontier, while on the east it w'as washed by the waters 
of the China seas. 

The thirty-one provinces of the kingdom were grouped in 
three distinct divisions : — 

I. The Southern, or Cochin-China, consisted of the six 

provinces of Saigon, Brien Hoa, Mytho, Kiilong, 
Chandoc, and Hatien ; of these, the first three 
were conquered by the French in 1862, the remain- 
ing three were ceded to her in 1867. The capital 
town of this division is Saigon. 

II. The Central Division, now known as Annam, com- 

prised the twelve provinces of Binh-Thuan, Khan 
Hoa, Phu-Yen,Bin Dinh, Quang Ngai, Quang Nam, 
Quang Due, Quang Tai, Quang Binh, Ha Tinh, 
Ngeau, and Tau Hoa. The treaty forced down the 
throat of the young King after the bombardment 
and occupation of Hue by Admiral Courbet in 1883, 
placed these provinces under French protection. 

III. The Northern Division, or Tonkin, is the most im- 
portant of the three, because, stretching away to 
the north-west, it runs contiguous to the fertile 
southern provinces of China, where for centuries 
close commercial relations have existed by means of 
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the waters of the Eed Eiver, a noble stream, navi- 
gable by vessels of light draught as far as Laolnii, 
on the Chinese frontier. Tonkin comprises the 
thirteen provinces of Caoban, Langson, Thai 
Nguyen, Tuyen Qnang, Quangyen, Hung Hoa, Bac- 
Ninli, Sontay, Hanoi, Haid-Tuong, Hung Yen, 
Nam Dinh, and Niuli Binh. 


To these we must now add the kingdom of Cambodia, which, 
by a treaty entered into in 1863 between King Phura Norodom 
and Admiral Grandiere, declared itself under French protection. 
In 18S4, by a second treaty, the administration of the kingdom 
was handed over to the Governor of Saigon, the departments of 
Finance, Justice, Public Works, Customs, and the Army being 
placed under the control of French functionaries, the King, we 
believe, being granted a Civil List of £54,000 a year. 

The area of these four divisions embraces in round numbers 
about 115,000 square miles, and is populated, according to 
recent estimates, by about twenty million souls. 

We thus find French influence extending over the whole 
eastern portion of the peninsula. The grand watercourse of 
the Mekong and Eed Eiver are entirely in their possession, 
together with all the harbours along the coast — not a few in 
number, and many capable of accommodating large fleets. 

Population . — No accurate statistics are available as to the 
population of the countries of Annam and Tonkin, which have 
so recently been brought under French rule; but as regards 
Cochin-China proper and Cambodia more can be said, though 
even in this province, which for two-and-twenty years has been 
administered by the French, the particulars on this head are 
few and scarce. 

Cochin-China contained 1,550,497 inhabitants at the census 
of 1881, this number being composed as follows : — 


French Officials 
Other Europeans 
Natives . 

Oilier Asiatics 


1,825 

139 

. 1 , 483,606 
64,027 
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Its principal cities are Saigon, with a population of — 

Europeans 1,056 

Natives 14,028 

15,084 

and Cholen, population — 


Europeans 

. . 72 

Natives . . . . 

. . . 20,047 

Chinese ... 

. . 19,181 


39,300 


Hue, the capital of Aunam, and Hanoi, the chief city of 
Tonkin, each contain in round numbers 100,000 souls. 

The population of Cambodia, according to native statistics 
communicated to the French officials in 1874, amounted to — 

Cambodians proper .... 773,511 

Foreigners — Chinese . . . 106,764 

„ Malays . . . 26,600 

„ Annamites . . 4,451 

„ Other Eaces . . 4,628 

142,443 

Total . 915,964 

Government and Administration . — The four provinces of 
Cochin-China, Cambodia, Aniiam, and Tonkin are necessarily 
administered in diverse ways. The two former are subordi- 
nated to the Governor of Saigon, and the two latter nominally 
to the King of Amiam, aided by the liesident at Hue. As 
the treaty by which Cambodia has been placed under the 
Saigon authorities has only recently received the ratification of 
the President of the Republic, details as to its proposed adminis- 
tration are still w^anting but it maybe assumed that the heads 
of the various departments of Cambodia will, in conjunction 
with the Governor of Saigon, be called upon to form the usual 
administrative assemblies which exist in the neighbouring 
colony, and that in view of the increased importance of the 
colony, the solitary Deputy who now' represents Cochin-China 
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Avill be replaced in the Houses of Eepresentatives by a Senator 
and two JDepiities, elected by the four provinces. 

Up to the present, Oocliiii-China lias been under the domi- 
nation of a Governor, assisted by French officials at the heads 
of the various departments. These gentlemen, aided by two 
colonists, one named by the Governor, one by the electors, 
forming as occasion demanded a Conseil General, Conseil 
Privd, Conseil Contentieux, and a Conseil Colonial ; this last 
assembly being composed of sixteen members, six being 
French-born citizens, six Asiatics, also enjoying civic rights, 
two official members, and two members nominated by the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The towns of Saigon and Cholen are endowed with munici- 
pal institutions on the French model. The council of the 
former toAvn comprises twelve members, eight being French- 
born, the remainder Asiatics : that of Cholen consists of seven 
members, three French-horn, four being Annamites, In the 
former town, where the majority of the council are Europeans, 
the Mayor and his adjoints are elected by the Municipal Coun- 
cillors ; but in Cholen, in order to obviate the un23leasantness of 
a native sitting in the Presidential Chair, the Governor of the 
colony has the privilege of nominating a President, the 
appointment holding good for three years. 

In all other toAvns of Cochin-China, and throughout the 
provinces of Annam and Tonkin, the old system of government 
holds good. Villages are grouped into districts, and districts 
into provinces, each of which is ruled over by a Governor or 
Tongdoc, the Lieutenant-Governors of districts being styled 
Tuan Phu. The villagers themselves are ruled over by muni- 
cipal councils, the members of which are elected by the suffrage 
of all male inhabitants who have attained the age of twenty- 
one years. These councils have power to levy rates and taxes, 
and are required to disburse certain sums on the maintenance 
of public highways, canals, &c. They also keep the village 
rolls, and furnish a certain number of men annually to the 
standing army. In fact, Annam, as regards her internal ad- 
ministration, is not far behind France, and there is such a 
striking similarity between the institutions of the Lvo conn- 
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tries, that it is improbable that, for the present at any rate, 
any sweeping changes will be made in the system of tillage 
communities. 

In 1873, on the initiation of Admiral Pothau, a special 
service was created for the purpose of supplying trained offi- 
cials, conversant alike with the native languages and with French 
laws, to fill the various executive and administrative appoint- 
ments in Cochin-China. These posts, on the first annexation 
of the colony, wmre filled by officers of the French Marine — 
much as our civil appointments in newdy-annexed provinces in 
India have usually been filled, and worthily filled, by military 
men. Some of the most able administrators in Cochin-China 
have been drawn from the various branches of the navy, 
Carnier, who perished so nobly in Tonkin, was an executive 
officer, so likewise was Pbilastre, whilst M. Harman d, the late 
Civil Commissioner in that country, was a medical man. 

Admiral Pothau, however, conceived it preferable for many 
reasons to organize a regularly constituted Civil Service for the 
colony. There were obvious objections to withdrawing young 
and rising men from their legitimate profession and placing 
them in positions of great responsibility, for which they pos- 
sessed no special training, and in which it %vas possible they 
might show no aptitude. It by no means followed that a smart 
ensigne de vaisseau could administer a district. Further, some 
discontent was exhibited by the natives, wdio had loyally co- 
operated with the French in the administration of the province 
oil annexation, in seeing all executive posts withdrawn from 
their hands. It was clear that the colony could he more econo- 
mically administered if all minor officials were natives, super- 
vision only being entrusted to Frenchmen. With a view, 
then, of providing a sufficient supply of natives trained to the 
work, a college was opened at Saigon in the year 1874, where 
young Annamite gentlemen were instructed in those branches 
of education which might be useful to them in the jiublic ser- 
vice. The French, Chinese, Annamite, and Cambodian lan- 
guages were taught, as were also the principles of French ad- 
ministration, finance, and law. A searching examination was 
instituted, on passing which the youths received appointments 
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in tlie various departments of tlie Civil Service, and on the 
completion of twelve years’ service they were entitled to a bonus 
on retirement. 

The recent annexation of Cambodia, Amiam, and Tonkin 
will necessitate a very large addition to ih.e 'personnel oi the 
province, and an impetus will naturally be given, not only to 
the influx of native gentlemen to the college at Saigon, hut to 
the study of the dialects of the Peninsula of Further India 
amongst the youths of France. 

Justice . — Judicial courts exist as in the other colonies, and 
the inhabitants have been made subject to the various Codes 
which rule the Criminal and Civil procedure in France. 

A Court of Appeal is located in Saigon, and Tribunals for 
the disposal of Civil, Commercial, and Criminal cases at Saigon, 
Binh Hoa, Mytho, Bentrd, Vinli Long, Chandoc, Soc-trang, 
and Priom Penh, fifty-six paid officials forming the staff of 
these establishments. 

Education . — The population of the country being chiefly 
Annamites, and the French language never being heard except 
in the counting-houses of the few merchants of that country, 
and in the official bureaux, the system of education naturally 
difiers very materially from that in vogue in other colonies. 

In the primary schools, 443 in number, which give instruc- 
tion to 13,172 boys and 127 girls, the Annamite language, and 
in some eases the elements of French, are taught. At Saigon, 
Cholen, Binh Hoa, Mytho, Bentrd, Vinh Long, and Chandoc 
more advanced schools exist, where 1,062 pupils receive in- 
struction in French, arithmetic, and geography, and such of 
them as desire to proceed still further in their education are 
permitted to attend the colleges of Saigon and Mytho, where, 
during the year 1882, 279 pupils were received free of charge. 

In addition to these establishments, which are conducted 
under the auspices of the Department of Public Instruction, 
there are in Cochin-China 414 village schools, where 6,608 
pupils receive a rudimentary education, and sixty-four mission 
schools, under the supervision of theFreresof the Saint Esprit, 
whore 1,893 boys and 1,545 girls are gratuitously educated. 

Compulsory education has for centuries been insisted on in 
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Ann am, so that the efforts of the French are now only directed 
towards the spread of their own language and literature, in 
a country which hitherto has looked upon China and things 
Chinese as the acme of civilization. 

lleVtgion . — The religion of the people is that of Confucius ; 
for centuries the population have shown themselves bitterly 
hostile to the propagation of the Christian faith, and that 
hostility has not been diminished by the recent action of the 
French Government, which, by suppressing the subventions 
hitherto accorded to priests in distant towns, and granting 
only the most paltry aid towards the ecclesiastics in Saigon, has 
shown the inhabitants that it, too, can persecute the followers 
of Christ, and that it lacks the commonest gratitude to those 
through whose self-denying zeal and gallant fortitude France 
owes the richest and most prosperous colony she now pos- 
sesses. 

Puhlie Works . — The efforts of the French to develop the 
resources of the country by the construction of reproductive public 
works have not been so marked as their efforts to construct the 
cities of Saigon and Cholen on a scale which rivals Calcutta or 
Bombay. The Government House and cathedral at the former 
place have been built with a due regard to effect and an absolute 
forgetfulness of economy. Streets have been marked out, public 
offices and barracks erected, and a tramway constructed between 
Saigon and Cholen. Concessions have been granted for a rail- 
way between the capital and Mytho, with an eventual prolonga- 
tion to Vinh-long, and the surveys for this line are actually 
completed. 

The Local Budget annually provides i£240,000 towards the 
Department of Public Works ; hut a large proportion of this sum 
is swallowed up in the army of officials who are employed in 
surveying the country for new outlets for expenditure. 

Agriculture and Commerce . — Situated under a tropical sun, 
the kingdom of Annam is absolutely unsuited for European 
emigration, jet, blind to this fact, the French Government 
continue to offer inducements to the unwary settler in the 
shape of free tracts of land, and free passages to the land of 
promise. 

K 
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Btn'iiig the first twenty years of the French occupation of 
Cochiii-China, the total amount of land taken up hy immi- 
grants amounted to 300 acres free, and 752 by sale, a result 
scarcely in accordance with the opinion expressed by M. Ferry, 
that the annexation of Tonkin was necessary in order to pro- 
vide new homes for fathers of families. 

Of the area under cultivation in Cambodia, Annam, and 
Tonkin we have no record, but in Cochin-China proper the 
following statistics are attainable : — 


Eice .... 

. 1,305,100 acres 

Sugar .... 

. 11,000 „ 

Betel Nut . 

5,380 „ 

Mulberry-trees 

8,358 „ 

Cabbage Palms 

63,657 „ 

Cocoa-nut Plantations . 

19,200 „ 

Fruit .... 

5,062 „ 

Palm-nuts 

. 25,120 „ 

Tobacco .... 

5,453 „ 

Cotton .... 

928 „ 

Domestic Cultivation . 

97,560 „ 


1,546,768 „ 


In all about a million and a half acres under cultivation. 
Domestic agriculture, so necessary for the alimentation of the 
garrisons and European inhabitants, has received encourage- 
ment by the institution of Botanical Gardens at Saigon, and 
by prizes which are annually offered by the Local Government, 
and hy the various Municipal authorities at the meetings of 
Horticultural Societies recently instituted in many of the 
Communes. 

Cochin-China is essentially a rice-producing country, as the 
statistics of cultivable area and of exports shows ; but other 
objects are, in limited quantities, despatched from her ports ; 
the skins of tigers, tusks of elephants, attest the attractions of 
the country to the sportsman, whilst the sugar, pepper, spices, 
coffee, and cotton, the cultivation of which is increasing yearly, 
shoAv that, with care, the peninsula of Further India may 
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answer the expectations formed of it by Pigneau de Behaine 
and Gamier. 

The following summary of imports and exports for the last 
five years, for which returns ai'e available, shows how steadily 
trade has been increasing ; but the statistics also show that the 
carrying trade of the colony is in the hands of the Germans 
and the English, and that but four per cent, of the vessels 
wdiich enter the harbours of the French dependency fly the 
Eepublican flag. 

1878. 1879. 1880. 1881. 1882. 

Imports . £1,517,920 1,386,830 1,306,830 1,384,254 1,660,452 

Exports . 1,897,588 2,116,279 1,656,406 1,764,978 2,126,235 

France is by no means favoured in the matter of trade by its 
youngest colony, for in the year 1882 w'e find : — 

Imports. Exports. 

To or from France . . £202,836 £56,706 

Elsewhere . . . . 1,457,616 2,069,629 

£1,660,462 £2,126,235 


Of the imports from France, a very large proportion consisted 
of articles for the use and subsistence of the troops, of muni- 
tions of war, or material for the construction of public works — 
in fact, Government goods. Of the exports, which have now 
reached the respectable total of two million one hundred thou- 
sand pounds, rice formed the major portion, upwards of one 
and a half million pounds worth of that commodity having 
been exported. Here again we find France and the French 
colonies aiding but little in the commercial development of 
Cochin-China ; the total value of rice sent to French posses- 
sions amounting only to J01,749, whilst the British colony of 
Hong Kong imported 561,248,260. 

Finances .' — The receipts of the Local Budget fall far short 
of the requirements of the colony, the principal items 
being — 
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Local Budget, 


Land Tax .... 

, £104,000 


Poll Tax .... 

. 48,000 


Licence Tax .... 

24,000 


Poll Tax on Asiatic Immigrants 

48,000 


Sale of Lands and Timber . 

16,000 


Duty on Sale of Opium 

280,000 


Duty on Spirits . 

Custom Dues on Imports and Ex- 

48,000 


ports .... 

180,000 


Miscellaneous Eevenue . 

6-2,000 

800,000 

'^Budget of Minister of Marine 


474,118 


£1,274,118 


* Details of this sura will be found in Appendix No. 1. 
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MARTINIQUE. 

Early French. Occupation and Foundation of the Colony — British Ex- 
pedition against it in 1759 — Capture of the Island in 1762, and 
Restoration by- Terms of Treaty of Paris — De Bouille’s Expedition 
against the British West India Islands— Capture of Martinique in 
1794— Restored by Treaty of Amiens — Retaken in 1809, and again 
Restored by Treaty of Paris, 1814 — Population — Government and 
Administration — Justice — Education — Clergy — Public Works — 
Cultivation — Commerce — Finances — Taxation — Garrison and 
Defences. 

Martinique, with the other islands now designated as the 
French Antilles, was discovered in 1493 by Christopher 
Columbus. No efforts appear to have been made by the Span- 
iards to found an establishment in the Caribbean Sea, and it 
remained unvisited, or at any rate unoccupied, by Europeans 
nntil the year 1635, when M. d’Esnambuc, the wealthy mer- 
chant explorer of Dieppe, and founder of “ La Oompagnie des 
iles de Saint Christophe, de la Barhade, et autres a I’entree du 
Perou,” in virtue of the concession granted him by Richelieu, 
took possession of the island. Thus was formed the French 
colony of the Antilles, a colony founded on royal patronage, and 
which by virtue of its charter reduced to quasi- slavery, for a fixed 
period, all Europeans who joined the enterprise. On the other 
hand, it received many commercial privileges, amongst them 
being the abolition of all customs duties on its produce when 
entering France. This alone should have insured success. 
In their endeavour to make haste to get rich, the founders of 
the company cultivated only what they could export, and ere 
long they were almost driven to starvation, so absolutely had 
they neglected ordinary agiiculture. By chance some Dutch 
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mercliantSj learning of tlieir straits, put into Martinique with 
live stock and fresh vegetables, and thus in defiance of the 
charter which forbad commercial communication with other 
countries, a trade sprang up with Holland. Though this was 
to the advantage of the colony, it deprived the sovereign of his 
tithe of the produce of the island, and a Royal edict was thun- 
dered forth, forbidding “ all those who leave our shores for any 
destination whatever, whether it may he to the East Indies, or 
to the island of St. Christopher, or to the neighbouring islands, 
to purchase, trade in, or to carry away tobacco, annatto, and 
cotton, the products of those islands, without the express sanc- 
tion and consent, given in writing by the Directors of the 
Companies holding charters from the Crown, and on the 
account of the said companies, under pain of a fine of a thou- 
sand pounds, and the confiscation of their ships, of the tobacco, 
annatto, and cotton, or other merchandise, carried in their 
vessels, and of all their goods and chattels.” Stringent as 
these rules were, they were constantly evaded, and Holland, 
more than France, grew enriched by the produce of the 
Antilles. Other laws, no less restrictive in their provisions, 
were enforced. All colonists were to be of the Catholic faith, 
and large subventions ’were accorded for the conversion of the 
Caribbees. The success of the missionaries not being as rapidly 
accomplished as tiis Most Christian Majesty desired, large 
numbers of the unfortunate natives were put to the sword, and 
soon a war, envenomed by religious and race distinctions, was 
waged with pitiless severity between black and white. This 
warfare lent a charm to the colonial life, and numbers of cadets 
of good families now joined the ranks of d’Esnambuc’s forces ; 
indeed, so popular did his command become, that in 1642 he 
numbered 7,000 emigrants, instead of 4,000 as allowed by the 
charter, A large number of Jesuit priests lent the religious 
element to the colony, and these men were, perhaps, the most 
valuable of all the dmigrds, as they supplied the basis of the 
more learned professions, acted as doctors, engineers, and 
architects, whilst the young nobles flocked to the ranks of the 
army, and the artisans and labourers aided in the progress 
and development of the plantations. Foreigners were inter- 
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dieted from pursuing any profession or calling on the island, 
and this, coupled with the exclusion of all who did not profess 
the Catholic faith, tended to mar the prosperity of the settle- 
ment, Colbert made an effort to remove these restrictions, and 
so far succeeded that he at last obtained the Royal sanction to 
the settlement, in Martinique, of the Calvinists, driven from 
France by the Edict of Nantes ; but the reception of these 
emigrants was not such as to encourage others to follow their 
example. 

During the many wars which were waged in the seventeenth 
century between France and England, the harbour of Marti- 
nique gave shelter to buccaneers and pirates, who preyed upon 
our commerce and ruined our West Indian trade ; reprisals 
followed, and the island was brought almost to the brink of 
ruin. Buccaneering, however, thrived, and in 1759 it was 
determined to stamp out the nest of sea-robbers who infested 
the island, and who ’were supported by considerable bodies of 
regular French troops, as well as by the money of the wealthier 
planters. The island was now a French colony, the old Com- 
pany of the Marquis d’Esnambuc had been succeeded by, “ La 
Compagnie des Indes Occidentales,” this in its turn had been 
s-wept away, and Martinique Avas now governed by officials 
named by the King, garrisoned by his troops, and guarded by 
his Fleet. The expedition of 1759, undertaken by the British 
Government against Martinique, Avas one that redounded little 
to the credit of the officers concerned. It is one amongst the 
many instances afforded by a study of English history, of the 
futility of attempting military enterprises under joint com- 
mands. 

In November, 1758, a squadron of six sail-of-the-line, con- 
voying sixty transports, left Spithead and Plymouth under 
sealed orders. It was, hoAvever, well known that the West 
Indies was its destination, and that the six regiments of foot 
embarked on the merchantmen, were intended for the subju- 
gation of the French colonies of Martinique and Guadaloupc. 

On reaching Barbadoes, the force was further strengthened 
by a fleet of ten line-of-battle ships, six frigates and some 
smaller craft, as well as by a considerable body of troops from 
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North America. The total strength of the land forces, which 
were under the command of Lieutenant-General Hobson, was 
about 6,000 men, and the combined squadrons, under Commo- 
dore Moore, reached the respectable total of eighteen sail-of-the- 
line, and eight frigates. 

On the 13th January, 1759, the fleet sailed from Barbadoes, 
and the following morning sighted Martinique, the first objec- 
tive of the expedition. Batteries at Point des Negres and at 
Case des Navires were silenced without loss ; some Blue-jackets 
and Marines being landed, these works w^ere occupied, the 
garrison evacuating them so rapidly that the guns were not 
even spiked. With these in possession of the British, an easy 
victory over the French w’-as anticipated, and the troops looked 
eagerly forward to a brush which should relieve them from the 
stigmas which the many unsuccessful descents on the coasts of 
France had cast on our arms. 

Under cover of the ships’ guns, the land forces were disem- 
barked without any opposition, and General Hobson at once 
advanced on Fort Eoyal, the principal fortification of the island. 
The brigade under General Barrington made a wide detour 
and seized the Morne Tartanoon, a ridge completely command- 
ing the fort. From this he sent word to Hobson that the 
capture of the works was one of no difficulty, and that if a 
couple of ships’ guns were sent him, with which to breach the 
gates, he could carry Fort Pmyal with the troops at his own 
disposal. From the low ground occupied by Hobson the task 
seemed one of greater magnitude, and he ordered Barrington 
to delay operations until some heavy guns had been landed, for 
at the first disembarkation the troops had been landed without 
artillery. In the meantime the French Commander, imbued 
with the panic which had seized the garrison of his outlying- 
works, called a council of war, and actually proposed to sur- 
render without making even a show of resistance, thinking that 
by this means he would secure easy terms. It is true that his 
position seemed desperate ; all communication between him and 
the mother country, or even with the neighbouring colonies, 
was cut off by Gommodere Moore’s squadron. On shore, the 
heights dominating his fort were held by a strong force of 
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Britisli troops, whilst to the west lay a couple of Engiisli 
brigades, preparing to attack. Eesistaiice in such a case 
seemed hopeless, but it was ever in such hopeless cases that 
the valour of the old Eoyalist officers showed itself. The 
Commander was overruled, and a young officer named du 
Couedac, a member of a Breton family which has given to 
France some of her noblest heroes, received permission to head a 
sortie against Barrington’s troops. A sharp engagement ensued 
in which, though the French were driven in to Fort Eoyal, we 
sustained some casualties, including two officers killed. 

Now commenced an unseemly altercation between the miliv 
tary and naval Commanders, which resulted in the Commodore 
not only refusing to land the ships’ guns, but declining to 
afford any assistance towards the reduction of the fort by the 
light ships of his squadron ; these might have stood in wdthin 
cannon shot, and aided the troops very materially, by keeping 
under the artillery fire of the fort, preparatory to an assault 
being delivered. The obstinate refusal of the Admiral to lend 
any guns, and the apprehensions of Hobson that an assault, 
unprepared by artillery fire, must result in failure, ended as any 
such expedition must end, where divided counsels exist — in 
failure. At 7 p.m. to the astonishment and surprise of the 
French, who were actually preparing to surrender, the British 
troops re- embarked and set sail for Guadaloupe, before which 
they arrived on the 23rd January, and against which offensive 
operations were at once commenced. 

For some reason, for more than four years no further steps 
were taken to reduce Martinique. With Guadaloupe in our 
hands, and a strong squadron 'well provided with numerous 
ports for refit, its possession was of little moment, and the 
vigilance of our cruisers prevented any of its wealth filtering 
through our hands to France. England had put forth her 
strength in the East Indies and North America, in regions 
where French enterprise might check our growing colonies, and 
it ■was not until France had been overcome on these two con- 
tinents that our Government cast about how best they might 
further harass our crippled enemy. 

Martinique stood out a' tempting prize, its warehouses were 
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filled to overflowing with the surplus produce of the past year, 
its garrisons were small, its fortifications by no means formidable, 
and the theatre of operations was, or ought to have been, well 
known, owing to the ground having been traversed in Hobson’s 
expedition in 1759, It was determined, therefore, to make one 
more attempt to wrest from France all her possessions in the 
West Indies. To this end a strong force assembled at the 
Barbadoes, the chief command being entrusted to General 
Monkton, whilst the naval operations were under the direction 
of Admiral Ptodney. The state of affairs in North America now 
permitted a withdrawal of a portion of the troops hitherto 
operating in that country, and this -force, with detachments 
from Belle Isle and the Leeward Islands, brought up the total 
strength at Monkton’s disposal to 12,000 men. 

On the 7th of January, 1762, the expedition arrived off 
Alartinique, but here again the evils of divided commands w’ere 
seen. No fixed plan had been decided on prior to the sailing 
of the armament, and, on sighting the island, the General and 
Admiral found themselves at variance as to the means to be em- 
ployed to ensure its reduction. More than ten days were wasted 
in reconnoitring the coasts and shore defences, but on the 16th 
the fleet, with comparative ease, silenced the batteries at Case 
des Navires, and thus enabled the troops to land. Works w^ere 
at once thrown up for the protection of the men, and recon- 
naissances undertaken in the directions of Fort Eoyal and Saint 
Pierre. 

The reduction of Fort Eoyal was first determined on, but it 
w'as found that the Morne Tartaneon, and Mount Gamier, two 
eminences which commanded the citadel, and which in the 
previous expedition had been seized without loss, had since 
1759 been strongly fortified. The approaches to these hills 
were rugged and precipitous, and little suited for tbe movements 
of the ships’ guns, the only artillery with which the force was 
provided. Nevertheless, General Monkton felt that until these 
outworks were in our hands it was idle to attempt the capture 
of the town. A week was spent in constructing roads to points 
within range of Morne Tartaneon, and on the 24th the position 
wois gallantly carried by a division under the command of 



General Grant. Tlie following day, batteries w^ere erected on the 
captured ground, and preparations commenced for the bombard- 
ment of the citadel. But the fire from Fort Gamier interfered 
with the progress of these works ; and although General Moiikton 
had hoped that he could have dispensed wdth the costly enter- 
prise of an assault on Fort Gamier, the conduct of the French 
left him no alternative. On the 27th, the French garrison 
sallied out of the fort and drove in the working parties on the 
Tartancon. The trench guards, however, rallied and held them in 
check until General Haviland, at once getting the nearest troops 
under arms (these happened to be Lord Murray’s, and another 
battalion of Highlanders), converted a defensive into an offen- 
sive action, and pressing back the French, step by step, followed 
them into Fort Gamier, which, with its vast stores and 
munitions of war, ere nightfall had passed into our possession. 
All the heights commanding the town were now held by the 
English, and the troops at once commenced to construct fresh 
batteries within closer range of the citadel. This assertion 
of our strength had the desired effect, and, on the 4th of 
February, 1762, Fort Royal surrendered to the British. 

Leaving a strong garrison there. General Monkton prepared 
to transfer the scene of operations to Saint Pierre, the capital of 
Martinique ; but the civil population, conscious of the terrible 
ravages which a prolongation of the campaign would necessarily 
entail on the island, and mindful of the prosperity their sister 
island, Guadaloupe, was now enjoying under the mild rule of 
the British, insisted on the Governor abstaining from all further 
opposition to the British. Before Monkton’s force had reached 
St. Pierre overtures were made by the French Commander, 
and on the 10th of February, 1762, the whole island was formally 
surrendered to the British ; our losses in the total operations 
having amounted to 96 killed, and 389 wounded. Rodney’s fleet 
now proceeded to Grenada and St. Lucia, which were given up 
without resistance. 

On the 3rd of November, 1762, the Seven Years’ War was 
brought to a close, and, by the Treaty of Hubertsberg, Mar- 
tinique, after barely twelve months’ occupation by the British, was 
retroceded to its original owners. 
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During tlie War of Independence, Martinique was made the 
head- quarters of the French operations against our West India 
possessions. Struggling with our own rebellious child, waging 
a war which necessitated the mightiest exertions on our part, in 
order to hold our own on the continent of America, England 
was unable to do more than afford scant assistance to the 
islands in the Western Atlantic, and realized the folly which had 
prompted the cession of Martinique in 1763. 

Fifteen years after it had passed back into French hands, the 
Marquis de Bouilld led from its harbour an expedition of 20,000 
men, destined for the conquest of St. Domingo, St. Vincent, and 
Grenada. The gallantry of Meadows and the 6th Fusiliers 
saved the former island, and de Bouille was forced to draw off, 
leaving 500 unwounded and 1,100 wounded prisoners in the hands 
of the British. Unfortunately, St. Lucia and Grenada were under 
the command of men not endowed with the heroism of General 
Meadows ; in the former island seven companies of the 60th 
surrendered without firing a shot, and in the latter Lord Macart- 
ney, with a garrison of but 150 men of the 48th Foot and 500 
Militia, found himself opposed to twenty-five line of battle 
ships, ten frigates, and a force of 12,000 regular troops. Having 
sustained a bombardment at the hands of the fleet for three 
days, he felt himself compelled, from motives of humanity, to 
haul down the British flag, on the landing of 8,000 troops under 
Count Dillon. This was not an isolated case of the danger 
resulting from the restoration of the island to the French. In 
1782, the Comte de Grasse, making Martinique his rendezvous, 
issued with an enormous armament, hoping to oveiwvhelm our 
remaining West India possessions. The French fleet consisted 
of one vessel of 110 guns, six of 80, twenty-three 74’ s, four 
G4’s, and a couple of frigates, and embarked on board these were 
15,000 sailors under the gallant Marquis de Bouille. The expedi- 
tion was originally intended for the reduction of the Barbadoes, 
but the presence off that island of Sir Samuel Hood with eigh- 
teen sail-of- the -line, and four frigates, induced de Grasse to 
make sail for St. Kitts, and he succeeded in throwing de Bouille 
into that island with 8,000 men before Hood could interrupt the 
operation. The British Admiral, how^ever, though opposed to a 
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vastly superior force, did his utmost to raise the siege de Boiiille 
was prosecuting, and, wuth characteristic valour, offered battle to 
de Grasse. A series of sanguinary engagements ensued, which 
resulted in the French fleet being compelled to withdraw. Hood 
now attempted to raise the siege, landing detachments of the 
13th, 28th, and 69th regiments, which happened to he serving 
on his ships in the character of marines, and an effort was made 
by this small force to open up communication with the garrison. 
The French were, however, too strong, and as it was impossible 
to weaken the garrisons of our remaining islands any further 
without leaving them an easy prey to de Grasse, Hood was 
under the painful necessity of withdrawing from St. Kitts 
without achieving its relief. On the 10th of February, 1782, the 
little force, only numbering 600 men, surrendered, and de Bouille, 
his road now being clear, despatched a force under the Comte de 
Barras to Nevis and Montserrat. These islands were in no 
condition to resist the large bodies of troops poured into them, 
and by the end of February the whole of our West Indian 
possessions, except J amaica, Barbadoes, and Antigua, had passed 
into the hands of the French. 

There is no doubt the humiliation of these defeats would 
never have been incurred had the Government of Great Britai]i 
stood firm at the close of the Seven Years’ War, and declined to 
accede to the retrocession of Martinique to the French. It was 
the harbour of this island that de Bouilld and de Grasse used 
as a base of operations against our possessions, and it was in 
the harbours of this island that the corsairs which preyed upon 
our commerce found their surest shelter. 

During the whole War of Independence we have numerous 
instances of the refuge afforded to the French fleets by the 
harbours of Martinique, and of the difficulty Eodney and others 
had in enticing them out from such a secure resting-place. 
The magnitude of our operations in North America and else- 
where quite precluded the possibility of any troops being avail- 
able for the reduction of the French West India islands, and 
without troops it w^as useless to attempt operations against 
them. Our Admirals, therefore, contented themselves with 
keeping a close w^atch on the harbours with their frigates, 
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capturing Buoli mercliantmen and cruisers as endeavoured to 
escape to European waters, and bringing on, whenever practi- 
ble, general engagements with the French fleets. 

From the Peace of Versailles of 1783 to the outbreak of the 
Eevolution, Martinique enjoyed peace and prosperity ; but the 
injudicious proclamations of the Convention, enjoining universal 
brotherhood, led to vigorous strivings for freedom on the part 
of the. slaves, and to stern reprisals on the part of the owners. 
Plantations burnt, towns sacked, districts depopulated, women 
outraged, such were the initial results of the “ declaration of 
freedom,” and in a few months Martinique had descended at a 
bound from the zenith of prosperity to the depths of anarchy. 
It was once more the turn of England to step in and wrest 
from France the island which had so easily fallen into our 
hands in 1762, and which had been the cause of so much 
anno3^ance to us during the last war. In 1794 England, find- 
ing that France, owing to the necessity of massing her forces 
on the Ehine to keep her frontier inviolate, was unable to spare 
any troops to strengthen the garrison of her distant possessions, 
determined to regain possession, not only of the colonial pos- 
sessions which had been wrested from her during the late war, 
and which had been, by the Peace of Versailles, confirmed to 
the French, but also to seize the whole of the West India 
islands now belonging to the Eepublic. 

Accordingly in March, 1794, an expedition, under the joint 
command of Admiral Sir John Jervis and General Sir Charles 
Grey, proceeded to Martinique. The fleet, standing in to Fort 
Eoyal harbour, opened a heavy fire on the works defending it, 
and, under cover of this bombardment, four battalions under 
Colonel Symes were landed to take the forts in flank. Jealous 
of his own profession, and fearful that the honour of the assault 
would fall to the soldiers. Captain Faulkner, of the Zebra sloop, 
stood close in shore, and, landing at the head of his Blue-jackets 
and Marines, succeeded in carrying one of the principal batteries 
without help ; turning the guns on the neighbouring forts, he 
was enabled, by a heavy flanking fire, to materially aid the 
further operations, and by nightfall on the 20th of March, the 
town was in our possession. The Governor, M. de Eocham- 
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iDeau, at once sent in a parlementaire to open up negotiations 
for a capitulation, and on the 1st of April, all details having 
been arranged, the British flag was hoisted over the whole 
island, and the garrison sent as prisoners of war to Jamaica, 
Sir Charles Grey proceeding onwards to capture St. Lucia and 
Guadaloupe. Profiting by the lesson taught us by the French 
in the previous w^ar, our Government now made Martinique 
the head-quarters of a considerable military force, strong 
enough, should circumstances arise, to afford help to the neigh- 
bouring isles. Lord Dalhousie was appointed Governor, and 
he at once busied himself in strengthening the existing, and 
constructing new works. The wisdom of these measures was 
soon apparent. Early in the following year the Bepublican 
Commissary, Victor Hugues, commenced his gallant and well- 
conceived efforts to reconquer the French West India islands. 
St. Eustatia w'as captured by Hugues without difficulty, but 
owing to the timely reinforcements sent from Martinique, St. 
Lucia, Grenada, and St. Vincent were, after a desperate struggle, 
freed from the Republican troops. Not satisfied with this ill- 
success, Victor Hugues, in June 1794, landed a force on Martin- 
ique itself; a sharp struggle took place, in wFich Lord Dalhousie 
himself was badly wounded : it resulted, however, in the com- 
plete defeat of the French, Hugues being compelled to re- 
embark. When one considers the smallness of the force at 
Victor Hugues’ disposal — not more than 500 men at the most 
— and that Dalhousie had the 46th, 48th, 54th, 59th, and 60th 
regiments under his command, it is impossible to withhold a 
tribute of admiration for the heroic leader who waged such a 
gallant struggle against such fearful odds. 

No further efforts were made by the French to gain posses- 
sion of the island, and our flag flew peacefully over it until, by 
the terms of the Peace of Amiens, we once more, with ill-con- 
ceived generosity, handed over Martinique to Bonaparte’ s envoys. 
Once more it became necessary, in defence of our own commerce, 
to take measures for its re-capture. Its harbours Avore the 
home of hordes of daring corsairs, and the port of shelter for 
France’s finest fleets. 

The renewal of ihe war in 1804, after the short truce afforded 
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"by tlie Peace of Amiens, once more brouglit home to our naval 
Commanders in the West Indies the value of Martinique as a 
foint (Tappwl for a colonial war. The harbour of Fort Eoyal, 
strengthened as it now was, frowned defiance to any force we 
could in the early days of the war send against it, and our 
Admirals were powerless to do much more than institute as 
effectual a blockade as might be of the island. This duty was 
entrusted to Sir Samuel Hood, and he, noticing the frequency 
with which vessels escaped his cruisers, by keeping inside an 
uninhabited and generally considered inaccessible rock, deter- 
mined to convert this into a fixed British station. The 
Diamond Eock lies about a mile south-west of Fort Royal ; it is 
an isolated, precipitous island, about a mile in circumference, 
and 600 feet in height ; in fine weather only is a landing ever 
practicable ; the sides of the cliffs are so scarped, and the rocks 
so destitute of vegetation, that no attempts had ever been made 
to occupy it. Hood, how^ever, was not to be daunted ; he saw 
the value of the island, and in January, 1804, by dint of almost 
superhuman exertions, and taking advantage of a spell of fine 
weather, he contrived to land five of the heaviest guns carried 
by his flag- ship, and his Blue-jackets, rigging up tackles, hoisted 
two 18-pounders to the very summit of the cliffs. A lower 
battery, about 100 feet above sea-level, being manned with long 
24-pounders ; a depot of provisions was formed, tanks cut in the 
solid rock for a supply of fresh water, and a garrison of 120 
men, under Lieutenant Maurice of the Gentcmr, Avas landed, 
so that by the end of January, 1804, the Diamond Eock had 
been converted into a very formidable redoubt. Being out of 
range of the island, and the upper batteries being at such an 
elevation that the fire of ship’s guns could not reach them, the 
crew (for the Diainond Rock was rated as a sloop-of-w'ar), were 
comparatively free from danger, whilst they very materially aided 
Hood in his blockade of the island, and contributed very eflec- 
tively in the capture of a large number of craft. The sight of 
the British flag flying at their very gates was gall and worm- 
wood to the French, and Bonaparte himself sent peremptory 
orders to the Governor of Martinique to capture the Eoclc 
at all hazards. Many attempts w'ere made by the garrison, 
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but all were unavailing, until in May, 1805, Villeneuve, witb the 
main body of the French fleet, consisting of twenty sail-of-the- 
line and four frigates, ran into Martinique in order to effect a 
junction with Gautheaume’s fleet from Brest when, conjointly, 
these two Admirals were to proceed to the English Channel and 
cover Napoleon’s invasion of Great Britain. In passing the 
Diamond Kock, Villeneuve had been subjected to a very heavy 
fire, and had sustained considerable damage from the five guns 
under Maurice’s command. He w^as powerless to reply at the 
moment, as his vessels were in urgent need of refit; neverthe- 
less, he determined, during his enforced stay at Martinique, to 
capture the Rock. Accordingly, on the 29th of May, two line-of- 
battle ships, a frigate, eleven gunboats, and 1,500 troops of the 
line, under Commodore de Cosmao, sailed out of Port Royal 
harbour, and anchored within range of the Diamond. A heavy 
fire was kept up with spirit until nightfall, when a strong land- 
ing party of French soldiers succeeded in effecting a foothold 
on the base of the rock ; but, in spite of the appearance of two 
battalions within a couple of hundred yards of his battery, 
Maurice still held out, and it was not until the 31st of May, 
when his last cartridge was expended and his last drop of water 
drunk, that the gallant young lieutenant hove his guns into 
the sea, and threw out a flag of truce. On the following morn- 
ing the terms of capitulation w'ere arranged, and Alaurice, with 
a loss of two men killed and one wounded, had the satisfaction 
of feeling that for three days he had held at bay a force incom- 
parably superior to his own, had inflicted on the French a loss 
far exceeding the total effective strength of his little garrison, 
and had not surrendered until all means of defence were at an 
end, and starvation stared his garrison in the face. 

In January, 1809, another effort, and this one more suc- 
cessful than the last, was made to place Martinique under 
British supremacy. In January of that year an expedition, 
consisting of twenty-eight ships of war, of which eight were 
line-of-battle ships, under Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane, with 
transports conveying 10,000 troops, under Lieutenant-General 
Beckwith, assembled in Carlisle Bay, Barbadoes, and on the 
28th of that month the armament made sail for Martinique. 
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The French garrison of that island consisted only of three 
battalions of regular troops, about 3,000 militia, and three 
vessels of war ; but the nunoerous fortifications were constructed 
with care, they occupied commanding positions, and mounted 
289 guns, so that our preponderance in men was perhaps 
counterbalanced by their superiority in artillery. 

The British forces, divided into two divisions under Generals 
Prevost and Maitland, landed respectively at Bay Eobert and 
Saint Luce. Meeting with no opposition, the first division 
moved at once to the Grande Lezard river, whilst the second, 
marching on Lamentin, dispersed the militia, who there en- 
deavoured to bar their progress, and on the 3rd February opened 
the siege of Fort Dessaix and captured Pigeon Island. Maitland 
then advanced to La Costi, and joining hands with Sir George 
Prevost’s force, completed the investment of Fort Eoyal. On 
the 9th General Maitland made a diversion with one brigade 
towards St. Pierre, capturing that town, whilst Colonel 
McNair, of the 90th Kegiment, seeing the disturbance created 
in the town of Fort Royal by the movements in the British 
camp, seized on the French hospitals in that place, making 
over 400 prisoners. In the meantime the operations of the 
fleet, aided by some troops under Colonel Pakenham, whose 
name alone was a guarantee of the success of the undertaking, 
carried the Isle de Eamiers. Admiral Villaret Joyeuse, the 
Governor, now withdrew all his troops to Fort Dessaix, and our 
men at once invested the place completely. Ships’ guns were 
landed and dragged by the enthusiastic sailors to the command- 
ing heights of Morne Taran 9 on. This labour w^as excessive, and, 
despite the exertions of blue-jackets and redcoats, we were only 
able on the 19th February to open the bombardment with four- 
teen 18'pounders and twenty-eight mortars and howitzers. To 
this fire the enemy replied with 120 cannon. Our bombardment, 
however, was so effective, that the Governor on the 23rd sent in 
a flag of truce treating for surrender. He proposed, however, 
that the French troops should be permitted to proceed to France 
Avithout any restrictions as to future service ; but General Beck- 
Avith, deeming these conditions unadvisable, reopened the bom- 
bardment at ten the same night, and on the folloAving morning 
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the majority of the enemy’s guns having been dismounted, and 
their powder magazine blown up, Admiral Villaret again sent 
in a parlementaire. It was time. The defence of the forts 
had absolutely ceased. The garrison, powerless against the 
plunging tire directed at them from the surrounding heights, 
had taken refuge in the casemates, and though their losses 
were proportionately smaller, the siege had degenerated into a 
one-sided affair, in which the only loss we were sutfering from 
was the expenditure of ammunition. The terms of capitulation 
having been arranged, the French prisoners were transported 
to England, and the British forces, with the exception of a 
brigade which General Beckwith retained as a garrison for the 
conquered island, returned to their respective garrisons. As a 
compliment to the 90th Light Infantry, which had especially 
distinguished itself during the operations, the Commander of 
the Forces selected Captain Preedy of that distinguished regi- 
ment to lay at the feet of his Sovereign the three eagles captured 
in the island, and to bear home the dispatches to H.E.H. the 
Commander-in-Chief. Our total casualties throughout the opera- 
tions did not amount to 200 killed and wounded ; but the result 
was considered so satisfactory, that the thanks of Parliament 
was voted to the officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers 
serving under General Beckwith. The regiments engaged 
•were authorized to bear the wmrd ‘’'Martinique” on their 
colours, and clasps for the expedition were affixed to the war 
medal. 

The inhabitants of Martinique evinced no disaffection at 
their change of rule, and at the close of the hot season the 
Governor felt himself able to dispense with the service of a 
large portion of the troops. A very strong garrison had been 
retained by Beckwith to overawe any threatened disaffection ; 
but when all fear of a rising was past, the majority of the troops 
W'ere set free for service elsewhere, and one regiment only 
kept to garrison the forts. The most perfect quiet reigned in 
the island whilst it remained in the hands of the British, and 
its prosperity materially increased. By the Treaty of Paris of 
1814 it was retroceded to the French, in whose hands it has 
remained ever since. 
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Poimlatmn . — At the census of 1881 the population of Mar- 
tinique amounted to 167,181 souls, the principal points worthy 
of note in this list being — 


Government Employes and their Families 

. 2,040 

Military Officials and their Families . 

. 1,472 


3,512 

Coolies— Chinese . . ... 

. 495 

,, Negroes 

. 6,412 

„ East Indians .... 

. 13,189 


20,096 


In Martinique women are more numerous than men, the 
numbers being 87,849 of the former to 79,332 of the latter ; 
the numbers under fourteen being 18,848 boys and 20,249 
girls. 

To some the following table may be of interest — 



1S70. 

ISSO. 

1881. 

1882. 

Marriages 

550 

673 

471 

459 

Birth, s . 

5,407 

6,501 

6,447 

5,667 

Deaths . 

4,453 

4,693 

4,810 

5,243 


as showing, first, the steadily increasing death-rate; and, 
secondly, the small esteem in which the marriage state is held 
by the inhabitants of the island. 

Government and Administration . — The administration of 
the island is confided to a Governor, who has under his orders 
a number of executive officials directing the various depart- 
ments ; that of education being under the charge of a Vice- 
Principal of the Home Establishment ; that of finance being 
entrusted to an Accountant-General for one branch, to a Chief 
of the Treasury for another. An Inspector-General presides 
over the hospitals, a General of Brigade commands the troops, 
whilst various civil officials supervise other offices. 

On administrative matters of importance the Governor is 
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assisted by a .Supreme Council, which has the power of vetoing 
his actions or of endorsing them : it consists of the Attorney- 
General of the Island, the senior Civil Administrative officer, 
and two of the chief inhabitants, one named by the President 
of the Eepublic, one by the Governor. Should any debate arise 
between the Governor and the Supreme Council, it is either 
referred for the decision of the Minister of Marine, or, at the 
option of either disputant, a “ Conseil Contentieux ” is formed ; 
this consists of the Supreme Council, strengthened by the two 
senior magistrates on the island. 

All other colonial questions are relegated to the “ Conseil 
Gdndral,” which has the same functions as the Conseils Generaux 
of the French departments : this comprises thirty-six mem- 
bers, elected by the inhabitants, the members selecting from 
amongst their own number a President, Vice-President and a 
Secretary. 

Martinique is represented in France by a Senator and two 
Deputies, and a ‘‘Commission Coloniale,” composed of seven 
members, has been established, eudoAved with the same func- 
tions as the “ Commissions Departmentales ” in France. 

The question of control over the immigrants has recently, 
owing to the representations of the British Government, received 
much attention. A functionary styled “ Commissaire dTmmi- 
gration ” is responsible for their welfare, and he has under his 
orders a powerful and efficient staff. Immigration services 
figure in the Budget for no less a sum than .£7,476, a con- 
siderable item in the local expenditure. 

The island is divided into twenty-five Communes ; these are 
governed on the same principle by which the Local Government 
of the mother country is carried on. Each one is provided wdth 
a Mayor, who is assisted by two or more Adjoints and Munici- 
pal Councillors, varying in number according to the strength 
of the Commune ; they are periodically elected. To these bodies 
are relegated all local questions which do not require the inter- 
ference of the Conseil General. Considerable sums of money 
are annually received by these Municipal Councils in the shape 
of local rates and taxes, and the sums thus acquired are mainly 
expended in local improvements or in the support of charitable 
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institutions. These twenty-five Communes are grouped in 
eight Cantons, each of which furnishes one or more members to 
the Conseil Gdndral of the island, so that in colonial, as well 
as in merely local questions, every village has a direct and 
distinct voice. 

The following table shows the list of these Communes, with 
their receipts and expenditure, and the number of members 
they furnish to the Conseil General of Martinique : — 


— 

Receipts. 

Expenditure. 

Members re- 
tunied to the 
Conseil Gdiieral. 

Fort de France . 

Francs, 

501,81-3 

Francs. 

496,823 

4 

Lamentin 

107,47-1 

107,474 

3 

Saint Esiarit 

45,413 

44,277 

5 

Ducos 

3-4,872 

33,932 



Francois 

76,5.52 

76,137 



Rivitre Salee 

30,907 

30,907 



Anse d’Arlets 

19,787 

18,878 

— 

Diamant 

19,919 

17,397 

2 

Trois Islets 

20,583 

20,211 



Sainte Luce ........ 

22,880 

22,880 



Marin ......... 

37,677 

36,964 

4 

Yanelin . 

35,120 

36,120 


Sainte Anne 

21,173 

21,173 



Riritire Pilote 

51,744 

50,770 



Saint Pierre • • 

439,230 

439,230 

8 

C.ai'bet 

40,811 

40,095 


Pr^clieur . 

25,155 

25,155 



Case Pilote 

39,212 

37,677 



Basse Pointe 

44,170 

41,216 

4 

Maconba 

1 19,865 

19,341 


Laur.ain 

58,774 

58,774 



Trinite 

60,780 

60,580 

6 

Sainte Marie 

53,974 

63,974 


Gi'os Morne 

49,160 

39,508 



Robert 

55,723 

55,423 

- 


2,412,688 

1,883,906 

36 


Thus the total amount raised by Local Municipalities is no less 
a sum than £96,507 10s. lOd. This sum, added to the various 
items figuring in the Local Budget, shows what heavy charges 
are laid on the backs of the people of the island. 

Jmtice . — The judicial system of the island dates back to 
the year 1064, when Louis XIV., by Eoyal Letters Patent, 
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dated 11th October, created a “ Conseil Souverain,” ‘‘ in order 
to judge and determine definitely and as a final Court of 
Appeal, all processes and cases that may come up for decision.” 
This council was composed of the Captain- General, the Intend- 
ant-General, the Lieutenant-Governor, and six of the principal 
inhabitants, three being named by the King, and three by the 
Captain- General. It had competence to decide all criminal as 
well as civil cases, in the more serious processes it was 
strengthened b}?' the addition of the Procureur-G^neral of the 
Island, and of a magistrate named by him. 

In 1768 this court w^as modified by a royal decree, and 
henceforth it was to be composed of the Captain- General or 
Governor-General, the Intendant, the officer commanding and 
the second in command of the troops, the officer command- 
ing the naval ships on the stations, and fourteen councillors 
elected by the colonists. Thus constituted, the court dis- 
posed of administrative and political questions. When civil 
or criminal cases were brought before it, the Procureur- 
General and four avocats W'ere added to the court. The duties 
of the Conseil Souverain ” W'ere so wide and extended that 
in 1778 three local courts were established at Saint Pierre, 
Fort Eoyal, and Sainte Luce, in order to relieve the higher 
functionaries of duties little compatible with their rank. 

Matters remained on this footing until September, 1828, 
when the ‘‘ Conseil Souverain ” now become the Conseil 
Gdndral,” was relieved of all judicial functions, and it was 
determined that justice should be administered by courts 
similar to those in France, viz., by Courts of Appeal, Courts 
of Assize, Tribunals of the First Instance, and Courts of Juge 
de Paix. This system has remained in vogue up to the 
present day with but few alterations; the existing courts in 
Martinique being — 

a. The Court of Appeal; it is composed of the Procureur- 
Gdneral (an equivalent to the Grown Prosecutor of 
Scotland). He is assisted by a Premiere and Deux- 
ieme Substitut, by a President, seven Assistant 
Judges (conseillers), one Examining Magistrate 
(conseiller-auditeur) and a Eegistrar (greffier). 
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In the year 1882 the Court of Appeal of Martinique was 
called upon to decide 121 cases, 96 of these being 
criminal. 

h. The Courts of Assize, before which serious criminal 
cases are brought. These courts are composed of 
the Procureur- General, three Assistant Judges, and 
four Assessors. 

c. Tribunal of Fort de France, consists of a President, 
an Examining Magistrate, two Assistant Judges, 
a Public Prosecutor; a substitute in his absence 
is selected from amongst the avocats, and a Eegis- 
trar. In 1882, this court adjudicated 991 cases, of 
which 686 were criminal. 

Tribunal of St. Pierre, is composed similarly to that 
of Fort de France, but its labours were rather more 
extended, there being 1,114 plaints before it ; of 
these 689 were criminal. 

0 . Courts of Juges de Paix exist at Fort de France, 
Lamentin, St. Esprit, Diamant, Marin, Mouilkge 
de St. Pierre, Fort St. Pierre, Basse Pointe, and 
Trinit(^. The salaries of these officials vary from 
^160 to £240 a year. During the year 1882 these 
nine courts decided 6,978 cases, of which 5,945 
were simple police regulations. 

The various courts in the colony are governed by the 
French Code : during the existence of slavery, some modifica- 
tion in the Code Napoleon was requisite. Since the emancipa- 
tion, however, the inhabitants have been invested with civil 
freedom, and endowed with civil equality; all being French 
subjects, are equally amenable to French laws. 

Education . — This department is under the charge of a 
senior official of the Home Establishment, and his functions 
have been precisely laid down in a recent decree, by wdiich the 
laicization of the schools for primary instruction (which have 
hitherto been under the charge of the Freres de Ploermel, and 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph de Cluny) has been ordained. 
Since the ]U‘omiilgation of this decree, sixty lay instructors 
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liave been despatched to the colony ; but in order to spare the 
Local Budget the heavy expenditure which would be forced 
upon it were all the professors recruited from France, normal 
training-schools for boys and girls have been instituted in the 
colony, and it is hoped that these may become the nurseries of 
the future professors of the Communal schools of Martinique. 
In 1882 (up to which date the most recent reports have been 
published) the I’eligious schools had not been entirely sup- 
pressed, and their instruction was carried on in two methods ; 
by these 9,866 children were regularly taught, viz. : — 

68 Lay Schools for Boys .... 3,410 
4 „ „ Girls . ... 122 
11 Schools of the Freres de Ploermel (Boys) 1,671 
34 „ for Girls, co ad acted by the 

Sisters of St. Joseph de Cluny . . 4,683 

Up to the year 1880 the secondary education of youths was 
carried on in seminaries presided over by priests, and these 
schools were endowed with a number of scholarships ; but by a 
decree of the Colonial Government a Lycee was established 
in the island. The personnel of the educational establish- 
ments is drawn from the Department of Public Instruction 
in France, and, on completing a tour of foreign service, these 
gentlemen are readmitted to the home roster in a higher 
grade. 

Higher education only exists for those students who are 
about to follow the profession of lawn In January, 1888, a 
preparatory school for this subject w'as established in Mar- 
tinique ; on condition of their submitting to a special ex- 
amination in France at the end of their studies, temporary 
diplomas are issued to young men on leaving the estab- 
lishment. In January, 1884, there were over one hundred 
pupils following this course. 

A school of technical art, under the superintendence of 
the ofdcer commanding the Engineers has recently been 
established in a vacant artillery barrack. 

Clergy . — In the year 1850 Martinique was elevated into a 
bishopric, St. Pierre being selected as the site of the See. 
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Tbe bisliop lias a right to sit as a member of the G-overoor’s 
Supreme Council, when any matters relative to the diocese 
come up for discussion ; two Vicars-General and seventy-four 
priests are attached to the diocese, which is under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Archbishop of Bordeaux, its personnel being fur- 
nished by the Seminary of the Saint Esprit, in Paris, which 
institution also provided (prior to the laicization of the schools) 
the professors for the various seminaries in the island, annu- 
ally transmitting for their support the sum of £2,750. The 
pay of the professors at the Martinique branch, to English 
eyes, appears marvellously inadequate, the Superior drawing 
£80, and six assistants £60 per annum, whilst the sum of £33 
is allowed for the support of seventy pupils. Irrespective of the 
sum allocated to the diocese by the Socidte of the Freres of the 
Saint Esprit, the State allots £7,240 annually towards the 
payment of the clergy ; but efforts are being made to sever 
Church and State throughout France, and it is anticipated 
very shortly that priests will be called on to continue their call- 
ing as did the ancient Apostles — that is, they shall have no 
money in their purse, neither scrip — and that the sums now 
allotted to the Church will be transferred to the Educational 
Services. 

Public Works . — The Government of Martinique has annually 
for many years spent over £24,000 upon the construction of 
fresh public w’orks or of roads, of which, in the year 1883, over 
300 miles were open ; but the majority were unmetalled. 

At the present moment (1883) the following public works are 
in progress : — 

1. A Lycee at Port St. Pierre. 

2. A school of technical art at Fort de France. 

3. Construction of a floating basin at Fort de France. 

4. The cleansing of the channel of Fort St. Louis. 

5. The deepening of the water off the East Quay at Fort de 
France. 

6. The cleansing of the harbour, which is being silted up by 
the discharges from the Bouille stream. 

7. The construction of a breakwater from Fort St. Louis. 

The staff of the department consists of an Engineer in Chief 
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and of twenty assistants, their salaries figuring in the Local 
Budget at 503,840. 

Grievous complaints are heard of the smallness of the results 
achieved by the Public Works Department of Martinique. In 
reading the admirable hrocliure of Admiral Aube, one is almost 
inclined to think he is alluding to the East Indian possessions 
of the British Government, not to the French Antilles “In 
estimating the sums spent on public works at twenty million 
francs, I am sure I am considerably under the mark. What 
has become of all these millions ? ” Unmetalled roads, un- 
finished buildings, fortifications which in their place combine 
every possible defect, and are valueless for purposes of defence. 
Tariffs which choke commerce and a spirit of bigoted opposition 
to all improvements, which stifles the progress of true economy. 
The advances of a private firm to connect the two principal 
towns. Port St. Pierre and Fort de France, were rudely spurned, 
and even at the present moment no direct macadamised road 
runs between them. It is true that there is telegraphic com- 
munication between them ; but this is the only wire in the 
island. 

“ Even the graving dock which has been constructed at Fort 
de France is left tenantless, owing to the exorbitant charges 
demanded by the colonial authorities ; and vessels prefer to 
proceed to St. Thomas or to New York rather than to submit 
to their demands. The total expenditure on the excellent and 
necessary work amounted, up to December, 1888, to £243,000, 
and the total receipts from vessels using it £11,870. 

“ One instance will suffice to show that unless the colonial 
authorities modify their rates even the present receipts will 
diminish. Two vessels belonging to a French transatlantic 
line met with similar mishaps ; the one entered a graving dock 
at New York, remained in it for fifty days, and then returned 
to France after a complete refit, the total dock charges being 
£3,753 8 s. 4d., whereas the Oermania, a sister vessel, after 
twenty-five days’ sojourn in the graving dock at Martinique, at a 
cost of £3,904, returned to St. Nazaire, having undergone only 

* “ La Martinique, son Present et son Avenir,” imr le Ooutre-Amiral 
Aube. Paris : Berger-Levrault et Oie. 
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a temporary repair, as her captain found that the dock charges 
for the period necessary for a complete overhanl would hare 
been over £20,000.” 

Cultivation . — The w^ealth of Martinique is in its sugar plan- 
tations, 61,643 acres of land being devoted to its culture; 
coflee, cotton, cocoa, and tobacco are also grown, but in a far 
less degree. It has been estimated that the value of the land 
devoted to sugar is £1,460,000, of the sugar manufactories 
£1,560,000, and of the animals and beasts of burden employed 
on the plantations £340,000, giving a total capital sunk in this 
industry of £3,360,000. 

In the year 1882, the total produce of these 61,000 acres 
amounted to — 

Sugar . . . 118,332,000 lbs. value £973,680 

Molasses . . 419,000 gallons „ 15,240 

Eum . . . 1,763,080 „ „ 112,196 

or a total gross earning of £1,101,116. 

From this sum must be deducted £584,208, cost of cultiva- 
tion and manufacture, which raises the net price of sugar to 
43 centimes the kilogramme, or about 2d. a pound. At this 
price the surplus of £516,908 leaves a very handsome profit on 
the capital sunk, if official statistics can be relied on. Until 
recently the rudest appliances were in vogue throughout the 
island in the sugar manufacture. Each planter was, as a rule, 
his own manufacturer, and this entailed heavy expenditure on 
machinery and outbuildings — an expenditure which brought to 
the verge of ruin those not blessed with large capital. So 
recently as 1880 many of these gentry would with jsride point 
out appliances which had been in use close on two centuries. 
Eecently a number of central steam factories have been es- 
tablished, to which the raw sugar is brought ; labour is thus 
economized, and a stimulus has been given to the trade, but 
iiufortunately the almost universal employment of beetroot in 
France, together with the heavy protective duties of that 
nation, are counterbalancing the energy of the colonists, and 
the sugar trade, rich as it is, is languishing, owing to the one- 
sided policy of the mother country, which, by fostering the 
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clique of sugar manufacturers in the country, and by the im- 
position of extrayagant bounties, throws a heavy weight on the 
poor consumers, and heavily handicaps the colonial producer. 

The produce of cocoa, coffee, cotton, spices, and tobacco is, 
with the exception of the former, steadily diminishing. The 
following table, necessarily incomqslete in many particulars, 
shows the present state of affairs, and may he of interest as in- 
dicating the position of the colony : — 



Cocoa. 

Coffee. 

Cotton. 

Spices. 

Tobacco. 

Acraaga under 
cultivation. 

Pounds 

produced. 

Acreage under 
cultivation. 

Pounds 

produced. 

Acreage under 
cultivation. 

II 

l| 

Acreage under 
cultivation. 

11 

S'! 

ft 

Acreage under 
cultivation. 

11 

fSl 

ft. 

1779 





6,815 

_ 





1789 

2,9.50 

— 

1,538 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 



1832 

— 

378,207 



— 

— 

— 

— 

13,900 

— 



1836 

1,130 

361,660 

7,706 

— 

428 

— 

— 







1875 

1,508 

616,000 

— 

— 

— 

88,000 

— 

82 

— 

46,200 

1876 

1,740 

770,000 

— 

— 

— 

94, 600 

— 


— 



1877 

1,735 

600,600 

— 

— 

— 

5,720 

— 

Since 1875! 





1878 

1,747 

1,127,060 



— 

— 

12,320 



the culti- 1 





1879 

— 

1,109,900 

— 

— 

— 

10, .560 

— 

vatioii lias 
l»r{:icticfilly 

— 

30,800 

1880 

1,713 

1,355,200 

1,713 

— 

528 

9 592 

— 

ceased. 

— 

26,100 

1881 

1,765 

506,000 

725 

— 

265 

6,600 

— 


12 

S,30O 

1882 

— 








~ 



Of the total superficial area of the island (246,995 acres) — ^ 


61,643 acres are devoted to the cultivation of Sugar 
1,765 „ „ „ „ Cocoa 


265 

12 

30,368 

37,500 

50,000 

64,769 


„ „ M Coffee 

5 , „ „ Cotton 

5 } « „ Tobacco 

» „ „ Cereals 

Forest land not brought into cultivation, 
uncultivated, but well capable of tillage, 
swampy ground unsuitable for cultivation. 


Commerce. — The commerce ' of Martinique seems slowly 
diminishing. In 1882 the number of vessels entering was 
764, against 804 of the previous year, whilst the clearances 
were 752, as against 776. 
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The value of Exports and Imports for the last four years show 
the same results : — 



Exports. 

1 Import.s. 

To 

Franco. 

Other 

Coiuitries. 

Total. 

Prance. 

Other i 
Countries. 

Total. 

1879 

1880 
1881 
1882 

& 

958,527 

932,408 

837,747 

801,643 

£ 

830,607 

350,270 

305,347 

288,918 

£ 

1,289,134 
1,282,678 
1,143 094 
1,090,551 

& 

548,625 

563,484 

512,501 

501,728 

& 

514,448 

689,496 

532,527 

613,204 

£ 

1,063,073 

1,252,970 

1,04.5,028 

1,014,9.32 


The shipping movements for 1881 show how very completely 
the carrying trade of Martinique has passed out of the hands 
of the Erench ; unfortunately, the “ Tableaux des Movements 
de la Navigation commerciale entre la France et les Colonies 
en 1881,” do not give the tonnage of any but French vessels, 
therefore an accurate return is impossible. 



Entered. 

Cleared. 


Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

For or to France 

75 

23,685 

117 

36,148 

For or to French Colonies . . 

89 

18,999 

77 

14^995 

For or to Foreign Countries 

640 

Of these 153 
were of .an 
aggregate 
tonnage of 
83,454 

582 

Of the.so 183 
had ixn 
aggregate 
tonnage of 
82,932 


The principal Imports were : — 


Prom 

Prance — Guano and Chemical Manures 

. £56,454 

„ 

„ Salt Butter .... 

. 21,009 

„ 

„ Wines and Spirits . 

. 66,195 

„ 

„ Leather Goods 

. 62,057 

„ 

„ Cotton Goods .... 

. 28,436 


French Colonies— Dried Cod 

. 15,590 

„ 

Foreign Countries- Salt Pish 

. 47,716 


jj Cereals . 

. 92,662 


H Goal 

. 16,980 

>> 

» Molasses 

. 66,664 

» 

)} Wood for Building 

. 31,0.32 
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Fmances . — The expenditure and receipts necessary for the 
administration of Martinique are appropriated in two Budgets, 
viz., that of the Local Government, and that of the Minister of 
Marine and the Colonies. 

The former comprises all the payments for the internal 
administration, and is provided for by taxes levied by the 
Conseil General of the colony ; the latter is provided for in the 
-«| Annual Budget, presented by the Minister of Marine to the 

Chamber of Deputies. 

The items are given below : — 


Local BunriXT. 


Land Tax 

£13,440 


Furniture and House Tax 

1,200 


Licences 

9,600 


Registration of Weights and Measures . 

600 


Export Duties 

28,000 


Import Duties ..... 

20,400 


Spirit Licences and Transport of Spirits 
Stamps on Registration of Deeds and 

26,160 


Sales 

33,480 


Poll Tax 

28,670 


*Funds supplied by the State in the 

161,450 

Budget of Marine and the Colonies 


1.59,870 

£321,320 


Taxation.— li we add the “ Contributions Directes,” amount- 
ing to £53,510, to the local rates levied by the Communal 
authorities, (£96,507), we arrive at the average taxation per head 
* actually paid by individuals, which reaches the heavy figure of 

£1 4s. Id. 

Garrison and Defences . — The garrison of Martinique consists 
of six companies of the Infantry of the Marine, a battery of the 
Artillery of the Marine, a company of Marine Gendarmerie, and 
one of disciplinary ti'oops. 

Their pay is not included in either the Local Budget or in 
that of the Minister of Marine as an item chargeable to the 

^ ^ Details of this sum are given in Appendix I7o. 1. 
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colony, the burden being borne by the mother country. The 
colony possesses sufficient resources for the rationing of the 
troops, all fresh provisions being purchased on the spot ; but 
a certain proportion of salt meat is allowed, owing to the high 
price of fresh meat on the island. 

There are two hospitals in the colony, one at St. Pierre, the 
other at Fort de France. 

In the brief history of the island I have shown how, in the 
many wars that were waged between England and France to- 
wards the end of the last, and at the commencement of this 
century, the harbour of Fort de France (Fort Eoyale, as it was 
termed in those clays) afforded a secure point of refuge, from 
which the fleets of Duquesue, d’Estaing, and de Grasse issued 
forth to harry British commerce and ravage British possessions. 
When brought to bay by our fleets, the French fought bravely 
enough, but their admirals more generally were impressed with 
the truth of the proverb, “He who fights and runs away, may 
live to fight another day ” ; and if a fair wind for a friendly port 
w’as blowing, the French squadron w^ould bear up for that shelter 
rather than run the risk of capture. Not once or twice in the 
history of Martinique has it happened that French fleets have 
found safety under the walls of Forts Louis or Dessaix, and under 
the lee of the island of Eamiers, which still guards the entrance 
to Port de France. But works constructed in the eighteenth 
century are little calculated to cope with the heavy-range guns 
of the powerful ironclads of the present day, and though a 
century ago British troops stood baffled by the wwks on Morne 
Tarancon, and British admirals shrank from exposing their 
frigates to the raking and plunging fire of the other works 
which guarded the entrance to the harbour, now no difficulty 
would be experienced in effecting a landing even under the very 
wulls of the forts, whilst in many other parts of the island a 
descent would be absolutely unopposed. Eear- Admiral Aube,, 
a recent Governor of Martinique, and now Minister of Marine 
in France, has drawn the attention of the French Government 
to the defenceless condition of the island, and recently drew up a 
plan by which, with a somewhat lavish expenditure of money, it 
might be made impregnable. His suggestions have not been 
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acted on. Possibly, remembering tlie past, the Eepublic feel it 
would be more economical to lose the island, and have it re- 
stored on a General Peace, as has so frequently occurred, than 
to expend some millions of francs in endeavouring to render it 
safe against the attacks of a maritime foe. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

GUADALOUPE. 

Early Erencli Occupation — Hostilities with the Natives — Collapse of the 
First Great Company — Captured by the British in 1703 — Ceded by 
Peace of Utrecht — Eecaptured in 1759, and Restored in 1763 — 
Unsuccessful Attempt to Capture the Island in 1794 — Its Capture 
in 1810 — Restored by Treaty of Paris — Topograjjhy — Its Depend- 
encies; Saintes, Marie Galante, Desirade, St. Martin, St. Bar- 
tholomew — Population — Immigration — Police— Government and 
Administration — Education — Clergy — Public Works — Cultivation — 
Commerce — Finances — Garrison. 

Guadaloupe and the little group of islands (Marie Galante, 
Desirade, and Saintes) which surround it, was discovered in the 
early part of November, 1493, by Christopher Columbus. For 
nearly a century and a half they remained unvisited by 
Europeans, and it was not until Richelieu gave free rein to his 
projects for the aggrandizement of France that attention was 
turned to the Antilles. 

In the year 1625, Monsieur d’Esnambuc, a wealthy merchant 
of Dieppe, gifte d with ...ar-'^enms for exploration, had navigated 
the Caribbean*Sea7and obtained from the Cardinal authorization 
to found a company for the colonization of the islands of St. 
Christopher and Barbadpes. The prohibitive clauses regarding 
trade and transport stifled the young company in its birth, and 
d’Esnambuc wan forced to turn his attention to enterprises un- 
fettered by royal decrees. Fortunately there were in the vicinity 
of St. Christopher other worlds to conquer, and in 1635 he 
iitted out at expedition, consisting of 150 bucaneers and 400 
Norman labi urers, destined for the double object of conquering, 
occupying, anal cultivating the island of Guadaloupe. A Monsieur 
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Olive, a colonel of the Eoyal Army, was in military command 
of the detachment, whilst a M. Duplessis was entrusted with the 
commercial arrangements. The early efforts of the rindertaking 
were not prosperous. The troops as well as the colonists, young 
men fresh from the pure air and wholesome food of the North 
of France, were but little accustomed to the confined space of the 
’tween decks of the small vessels of the seventeenth century, 
or to the indifferent food and W’^ater procurable in tropical 
voyages. Disease w^as rife ere the voyage was ended, and 
scurvy continued to claim its victims even after the force had 
disembarked, and in addition to sickness want of proper 
nourishment told heavily on the emigrants. Within six months 
of landing Duplessis died, and before the close of the year over 
two hundred Frenchmen had found a last resting-place in the 
West Indian island. Sickness and famine w'ere not the only 
enemies M. Olive had to contend with. From the commence- 
ment the natives showed themselves decidedly hostile, and, 
owing to climate and the difficult nature of the country, opera- 
tions against them could only be conducted on a very limited 
scale. Whenever the French troops met the aborigines in 
the open, success was assured, but their losses were very heavy 
owing to the constant ambuscades into which they were 
frequently led by the treachery or incapacity of their guides. 
D’Esnambuowas compelled to transmitvery heavy reinforcements 
to enable Olive to make headway against the ever-increasing 
hostility of the aborigines, and to maintain the garrison at a far 
higher figure than the commercial future of the enterprise 
warranted. The arrival of fresh troops enabled Olive to wage 
a war of pitiless extermination against the Caribbeans, and, after 
four years of continuous hostilities, the greater part of the 
inhabitants were driven to take refuge in the neighbouring- 
island of St. Domingo, or in the rocky regions near Grand 
Terre. 

The expenses of the colony — if colony it might be called — 
had been enormous, and d’Esnambuc soon found that the 
pleasure of waging a lengthened war was one incompatible with 
the private fortune of an adventurer. In fact the “ Oomp^'gnie 
des ties de Saint Christophe, de la Barbade, et autres a Ikantr^e 
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du Pdrou ’’ was in a hopeless state of bankruptcy. Efforts were 
made to carry it to a successful issue, but without a^ail, and 
the original proprietors, in September 1649, gladly made over 
their rights in G uadaloupe, Marie Galante, Desirade and Saintes 
to the Marquis de Boisseret, who was aided in the undertaking 
by his brother-in-law, M. Houel. 

During the early years of M. deBoisseret’s occupation, peace 
and quiet reigned on the island ; the natives were weary of the 
war, and the planters were anxious to amass a competence and 
then to return to la belle France. But their over-anxiety to 
make riches quickly often led them to commit deeds of injustice 
and of violence. The reckless conduct of some of the lower 
class of emigrants, such as deserters from emigrant ships, 
liberated forgats, and others of the same class, led to serious 
disturbances, and in 1655 the war of races recommenced with 
redoubled fury. For five years the unequal contest raged, until 
at last, in March 1660, a treaty was concluded between the French 
leader and tlie native chief. French writers of eminence 
affirm that upwards of 50,000 unfortunate Caribbeans perished 
in the struggle, at the end of which there were but 6,000 of the 
original inhabitants left on the island. 

Whilst the struggle lasted, the white population steadily in- 
creased. War — and such a war — proved an irresistible attraction 
to the wilder spirits who thronged the neighbouring islands. 
The scum of the world made it their home, and, though the 
life was wild and exciting, the prospects of the more peaceably 
disposed of the colonists became gloomier than ever. Ruin 
stared them in the face. Under a firm hand, under a stable 
Government, under a wise administration, the future prosperity 
of the island was assured ; but under the lawless domination of 
bucaueering chiefs any hope of financial success was out of the 
question. Colbert, the far-seeing Minister of Louis XIV., saw 
^ this, and in the year 1664 Guadaloupe became a Royal Posses- 
'■ pon, and was incorporated with the Great Company of the West 
Ti'idies wliich was launched at this date, with a flourish of 
trifimpcts that reached from one end of France to the other. 
The \triumph was of short duration. “ The Company was as 
rapacitjus in its demands as it was warlike in its actions ; the 
. \ 
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selfishness and cupidity of its members, who worked only for their 
own profit and not for the general good of the Company, was the 
cause of the stagnation of its commerce, and finally of its ruin.” 
So wrote an eminent French writer in describing the early years 
of Guadaloupe. In ten short years, bankruptcy, the usual fate 
of the early French colonies, overtook it, and the King, who to a 
certain extent had guaranteed the funds of the original founders, 
paid its liabilities and pronounced its dissolution . 

Though all connection between the State and the trading 
company was severed, Guadaloupe and its dependencies were 
still considered a Crown colony. A small French garrison was 
left on the island, and the Dutch settlers, to whose perseverance 
the wealth of the island is due, were placed under French laws. 
Some twenty years before, tw'O vessels conveying Dutch refugees 
from Brazil had arrived at Ouadaloupe, and the Mfirquis de 
Boisseret, seeing in them material for successful colonists, gladly 
sold to them considerable tracts of land. In 1658 these gentle- 
men returned with over a thousand half-castes and slaves, and 
to their energy and initiation w-e may date the sugar industry of 
the island. Though the State-assisted Company, owing to the 
short-sighted policy of its members, speedily arrived at bank- 
ruptcy, the Dutch planters were rapidly amassing fortunes, and 
the dues levied on their exports and imports sufficed to pay for 
the administration of the island after the collapse of the West 
India Company. 

From 1674, the date of the dissolution of the French West 
India Company, to 1689, the date of the outbreak of war 
between France and England, the colony enjoyed a period of 
great prosperity. Unhampered by the onerous demands of the 
Eoyal Intendants, who acted for the benefit of their master, not 
for the welfare of the island, it was impossible to evade the 
payment of heavy taxes. Industry suffered, trade languished, and 
Louis saw that the drain on the mother country, necessary for 
the government of the country, was not compensated for by the 
amount transmitted home by his agents, to wffiose palms the 
major sums adhered. He saw also that, in the event of war 
with any maritime Power, these colonies, constituted as they then 
■were, would be a source of danger to the State ; their wealth, 
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tlie property of the Cro\?n, would fall into other hands, and their 
recoYery he a more difficult matter than if the islands, though 
portions of the State, were divided amongst individual pro- 
prietors. It was an act therefore of political prudence, as well 
as one of prudent economy, which induced him in 1674 to hand 
over the leased estates to their proprietors, and to retain merely 
the government of the island in his own hands. 

For fifteen years the island prospered under the persevering 
energy of the Dutch, hut in 1689, on the outbreak of the war 
with England, its flourishing condition naturally attracted the 
attention of our naval Commanders cruising in those waters, and 
for the succeeding forty years its progress was much hampered. 

The Treaty of Eyswick, in 1697, gave it but a temporary respite 
from the horrors of war, for in 1702 hostilities between England 
and France again broke out, and British Admirals again looked 
upon the wealthy plantations of the French West Indies, or the 
rich galleons which bore their freight to Brest and Havre, as 
fair and lawful prize. Many a spirited conflict between Ben- 
bow’s squadron and French fleets took place under the lee of 
these islands, which then were not in a position to afford a secure 
port of refit to vessels of their own nation, and so these ships, 
unable to find refuge under protecting forts, fell an easy prey to 
those belonging to other Powers. Efforts were made by the 
colonists to erect defensive works, but France was too much 
engaged in serious warfare nearer her own borders to be able to 
spare assistance for her distant dependencies, and the in- 
habitants themselves were unwilling to spend large sums on 
fortifications which they maintained should be a charge on the 
Eoyal Exchequer, 

In the year 1703, apprised of the defenceless condition of 
the French West India islands. Admiral Sir George Eooke, 
commanding in the Mediterranean, despatched a squadron of 
six seventy-four-gun ships, convoying four battalions of the 
line, to make a descent on Guadaloupe. General Godrington, 
who commanded the land forces, appears to have acted with 
spirit and judgment. The troops landed, carried such defences 
as the place possessed, and hoisted the British, instead of the 
White Flag of France, over the walls of the principal towns. 
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The naval Commander, Captain Hovenden Walker, was 
oppressed with a sense of his responsibility, and on a French 
force appearing to relieve the place, insisted on the re-embark- 
ation of the troops, and the abandonment of the island, which 
had been so easily won. Codrington, however, before comply- 
ing with Walker’s orders, blew up the fortifications and maga- 
zines, besides destroying a vast amount of public and private 
property. 

With the Peace of Utrecht, in 1713, dawned a new era of 
prosperity, and for a second period of forty years Guadaloupe, 
after its forty years of war, enjoyed a like space of peace. 
Thanks to the mild administration of its French rulers, and 
to the careful habits of the Dutch settlers, emigrants were 
attracted, and agriculture improved ; and, mindful of the losses 
incurred during the long war with England, the mother country 
and the colony conjointly erected a series of defensive works, 
commanding all the j)rincii)al harbours, to guard against the 
incursions they had so grievously suffered from. 

The population of the island, which in 1656 did not reach 
7,000 souls, of whom more than 6,000 were aborigines, in 
1756 exceeded 60,000, of whom 41,000 were imported slaves — 
a marvellous instance of rapid prosperity. 

In that year, however, war between France and England 
again broke out, and the British fleet once more commenced to 
scour distant seas. At home, our expeditions were uniformly 
unsuccessful, and the Duke of Marlborough, with nothing but 
the prestige of a great name to warrant his selection for com- 
mand, was ignominiously defeated in an attempt to seize the 
fortifications of St. Malo. A similar attack on Cherbourg was 
productive of a like result, and in 1758 General Bligh, who had 
landed with 6,000 men at St. Lunaire, on the coast of Brittany, 
and ravaged the neighbouring country, was driven into the sea 
at St. Cast by the Due d’Aiguillon and some Breton levies. 
On the fitting out of these expeditions, the King had truly 
prophesied ‘‘that we should brag we had burnt the French 
ships, and that they would boast and brag they had driven us 
into the sea.” Our successes on the Continent of Europe, in 
Canada, and the East Indies; and the ease with which the 
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Frencli settlements on the West Coast of Africa had been 
reduced, induced our Government to turn their attention to the 
West Indian possessions of France. 

In the month of November, 1768, a formidable flotilla of 
eight ships-of-the-line, and sixty transports conveying six 
regiments of foot, was despatched to the West Indies for the 
subjugation of the French Caribbean islands. The force was 
under the command of General Hobson, and, on arrival at 
Barbadoes, Commodore Moore, with ten more sail-of-the-line, 
assumed control of the naval operations. After an ineffectual 
attempt on Martinique, the expedition arrived off Basse Terre, 
the capital of Guadaloupe, on the morning of the 23rd Janu- 
ary, 1759. 

In opposition to the opinion of the Chief Engineer of the 
Land forces, Commodore Moore determined to effect the destruc- 
tion of the fortress of Basse Terre before permitting the troops 
to land, and in this he was supported hy General Hobson. At 
9 A.M. on the 23rd January, a heavy action between the wooden 
walls of England and the stone walls of the forts commenced. 
The Commodore, the better to direct operations, and to be in 
constant communication with the General commanding the 
troops, shifted his flag to a frigate, and lay out of gunshot of 
the batteries. For this conduct he was most severely blamed 
by his naval subordinates on the spot, who construed the act 
into a want of courage. In point of fact, Moore was a man of 
experience and ability, and had shown his bravery on many 
occasions ; in traversing the space between his flagship and the 
Woolwich, the Commodore was exposed to a heavy mitraille 
from the forts, during which he maintained the most perfect 
composure ; his personal courage w^as thus testified to by his 
boat’s crew, and General Hobson himself bore witness to the 
necessity of the Admiral being in the same vessel as himself, 
in order that they might determine such time and mode of 
landing as the occasion demanded. Away from the smoke of 
the engagnient it was more easy to watch the operations and 
decide on the moment best suited for the landing of the 
troops. 

The conduct of the bombarding squadron was beyond all 
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praise. Piloted by the sailing masters, wlio were dependent 
on French charts for their information, the vessels stood in 
shore and laid alongside the strong masonry forts, engaging 
them with the utmost intrepidity. It was unavoidable that 
such a feat could be performed without serious loss. The liipon, 
running aground, was exposed to the fire, not only of tw'o 
tw’elve-gun stone forts, but of an earthwork on a hill which 
swept her decks, and finally set her on fire. Seeing the danger 
to the Ptipon, the Bristol, who had silenced the work assigned 
to her, stood in to aid her crippled consort, and, anchoring 
between her and the shore batteries, relieved Captain Jekyll of 
a serious responsibility, and enabled the crew of the liipon to 
extinguish the flames which threatened the destruction of his 
ship. 

At 7 P.M. the whole of the outer works were silenced, but no 
reply being made to signals for capitulation, and a boat carry- 
ing a flag of truce being fired on from the shore, the small craft 
of the squadron stood in to the inner harbour, and commenced 
a bombardment of the town — an act which in these days we 
should consider unjustifiable and crnel. The masonry build- 
ings were, how^ever, filled with armed men, and light field- 
pieces from every corner opened a destructive fire on the 
flotilla. By midnight the greater part of the towm w^as in flames, 
still the fierce combat raged, ever and anon the rattle of the 
musketry and sharp reports of the artillery being overpowered 
by the dull roar of an exploded magazine. 

As dawn broke on the 24th, the full extent of the destruction 
w^as visible, yet the gallant defenders showed no symptom of 
surrender. The Commodore, at about 7 a.m., flung out the 
signal to cease firing, and despatched a flag of truce towards 
the mole ; this, too, was fired on, and the boat narrowly escaped 
capture. It was then determined to overaw’ e the garrison by an 
immediate display of all our force, and with leadsmen in the 
chains, piloted by the sailing master of the Bristol, the whole 
squadron stood in to the inner harbour. On this the fire from 
the shore slackened, and by 5 p.m. it was deemed expedient to 
land the troops. This w'as eftected without opposition, and, on 
reaching the citadel, it w^as found that the Governor had 
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evacuated it, and retired with the troops to a strong defensive 
position some miles in the interior. The British colours were 
accordingly hoisted on the forts, and an ultimatum despatched 
to the Chevalier d’Etreil, the gallant officer who had so nobly 
defended the fortifications against such fearful odds. To this 
message the characteristic reply was returned : “ The English 
have taken everything from us but our honour and our lives ; 
these are yet in our keeping, and we shall sell them as dearly 
as possible.” 

The nature of the country between Basse Terre and d’Etreil’s 
position was so rugged and mountainous, abounding with 
passes and defiles of such a difficult and dangerous character, 
that General Hobson, unprovided as he was with the necessary 
means for prosecuting an inland expedition, determined to 
confine his operations to the capture of all the towns on the 
seacoast, and to compel the surrender of the French forces 
(now swelled by the addition of a number of armed negroes to 
a strength of about 16,000 fighting men) by a close investment. 
Flis action was construed into a sign of weakness, and the 
planters, encouraged by the French Commander, entered on a 
species of irregular warfare, harassing our outposts, and throw- 
ing up intrenchments on the heights dominating Basse Terre. 
In fact, it appeared that Hobson himself w'ould be invested, and 
it was decided to sweep the enemy off the neighbouring hills. 
This operation was performed in the most gallant manner by 
the “ Buffs,” who suffered some loss in the engagement, three 
officers and fourteen men being killed. 

On the 13th February, a part of the land forces were re-em- 
barked for the reduction of Fort Louis, on the island of Grande 
Terre, separated only from Basse Terre by a small channel. 
After a bombardment of six hours, during which the works 
w-ere very much shattered, and most of the guns dismounted, 
the French garrison showing its accustomed heroism, the 
Highland regiment of Lord John Murray, and the Marines of 
the squadron, were landed, the works carried with the bayonet, 
and the British flag ere sunset flew over the walls. 

Our forces, however successful against their open foe, had 
another and more dangerous enemy to encounter. Practically 
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cut off from all communication with tlie interior, surrounded 
by a bitterly hostile population, dependent on the squadron for 
their necessary supplies, they soon commenced to succumb to 
the usual accompaniments of distant expeditions — ^bad food 
and exposure. 

Scurvy and yellow fever simultaneously attacked the force, 
and, working side by side, these implacable foes soon deci- 
mated the British garrison. General Hobson was one of the 
first victims. The second in command, Barrington, foreseeing 
the total destruction of the troops if they remained longer 
exposed to the pernicious influences of bad food and bad water, 
blew up all the works except the citadel. This he entrusted 
to General Debrisay, and, leaving with him one strong regi- 
ment and a considerable detachment of artillery, re-embarked 
the remainder of his troops. No sooner had the squadron 
convoying the army disappeared than D’Etreil, issuing from 
the mountain fastnesses, subjected the British garrison to a 
close investment, and bringing up guns to the line of hills 
which the Buffs had carried in the preceding month, opened a 
heavy fire on the citadel, k. gallant sortie, as skilfully carried 
out as it had been carefully prepared, enabled the British to 
check the French operations. But a conflagration which 
occurred early in March subjected them to far heavier losses 
than any inflicted by the enemy ; the flames were localized to 
one bastion, but in that one was the principal powder maga- 
zine, and in an heroic effort to save the lives of their men, 
Debrisay and thirteen oificers of all ranks, including the officer 
commanding the regiment, perished — blown up by the ex- 
plosion of the magazine. 

Under cover of the flames of the burning citadel, and taking 
advantage of the confusion naturally caused by the loss of 
their commander and so many senior officers, D’Etreil headed 
another assault on the fort. Major Melville, who succeeded 
Debrisay in command, met him with the valour which has, 
since the saving of the colours of the 24th at Isandhlana, in 
Zululand, become inseparably connected with his name, and 
defeated him with heavy loss. But Melville was not long left 
to sustain the unequal contest. So soon as the sea air had 
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stamped out tlie fever wliicli liad so weakened his troops, 
Barrington directed Commodore Moore to return to the harbour, 
and he then conceived the design of reducingthe island by means 
of a series of small expeditions operating against all the coast 
towns. 

No time was to be lost ; information reached the General 
that Admiral de Bompart, with eight sail-of-the-line, three 
frigates, and 5,000 regular troops, had reached Martinique from 
Brest, and that immediate steps were about to be taken for 
the relief of Guadaloupe. Action, to be effective, must be 
immediate. 

A battalion with three guns, under Colonel Crump, seized 
the towns of St. Anne and St. Francis, meeting with but little 
opposition ; but a smaller force, in attacking Gosier, was 
rather roughly handled, and did not effect its object until more 
than half its number w'^ere placed hors de combat. Its Com- 
mander, however, succeeded at last in overcoming all oppo- 
sition, and finally opened up communication with the British 
troops garrisoning Fort Louis. 

On the 1st April, 1759, a combined attack by a force of 
1,500 men, under Clavering, on the towns of Petit Bourg, 
Goyave, and Saint Mary’s, was unsuccessful ; but, on the follow- 
ing day. Lord John Murray’s Highlanders being entrusted with 
the honour of leading, the French were driven from their 
entrenchments, the Scotchmen losing two officers and thirteen 
men killed, six officers and eighty-seven men wounded, in the 
affair. 

The continued successes of the British, and the terrible 
losses their operations in the interior caused to the planters, 
induced M. D’Etreil to listen to the proposal of the leading- 
inhabitants that negotiations should be opened with General 
Barrington. The English Commander, on his part, was glad 
to come to terms wdth a foe who had throughout the campaign 
shown such undeniable gallantry, and on the 1st May a 
capitulation was signed, the French unconditionally surrender- 
ing the island. Shortly afterwards, a squadron conveying 
General Beauharnais and 2,000 troops succeeded in eluding 
the vigilance of Commodore Moore’s cruisers, and appeared off 
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tlie island for the purpose of relieying D’Etreil ; but, on learn- 
ing of the capitulation, Beauharnais returned to Martinique, 
leaving the British in undisturbed possession of Guadaloupe. 

Under the terms of the Treaty of Paris of 1763, a treaty 
which brought to a conclusion the Seven Years’ War, Guada- 
loupe, with other conquests made by the British, was retro- 
ceded to France, and placed by the orders of the King under 
the administration of the Governor of Martinique. Even 
during the British occupation the prosperity of the island, 
checked as it naturally had been by the sanguinary war which 
in 1759 devastated its coasts, made rapid strides, and the 
twenty successive years of peace which intervened between the 
departure of the British and the outbreak of the Eevolution — 
so far as it affected the West Indian possessions of France — 
were perhaps those during which Guadaloupe was at the 
zenith of its commercial prosperity. Its population, which 
W'e have seen in 1756 as amounting to 60,000 souls, received 
a notable augmentation during the subsequent English occu- 
pation, upwards of 19,000 slaves having been imported between 
the years 1759 and 1763. Thus the proportion between white 
men and black was sensibly altered, and in 1781 we find the 
population of the island estimated at 100,000, of whom 
14,000 were Europeans, 1,400 freed negroes, and 84,000 
slaves, giving a density of about 147 inhabitants per square 
mile. 

The outbreak of the Revolution in 1790 was productive of as 
great disorders in Guadaloupe as in France ; the decrees of the 
Convention were trampled under foot bythe^vealthy planters, and 
welcomed with outrageous enthusiasm by the meaner whites. 
In the colony, as in the mother country, the thirst for freedom 
was slaked only by a civil war, in -which the Royalists or lovers 
of order were opposed to the Republican faction, who v?ere not 
slow in persuading the negro population to espouse their cause. 
Soon the struggle degenerated — or might I say was elevated ? — 
into one of race ; black fought white, and fought for absolute, 
not merely political, freedom. The wholesale destruction of 
property was follow'ed by wholesale massacres, and in a few 
short weeks the interior of the island was in the possession of 
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the negroes. Then came a gallant stand by the master race, 
the tide of reaction set in, civilized force and organized dis- 
cipline swept all before it, alas ! to be followed by that retribu- 
tion where justice is rarely tempered by mercy, and which, 
judged by the cold, impartial light of after years, seems more 
akin to blind revenge. Every planter considered himself a 
judge, and every judge became his own executioner. It is 
stated by a French author that no fewer than 20,000 negroes 
perished in this holocaust, and that over 300 ndiite- men, 
women, and children had been massacred by the slaves at the 
commencement of the outbreak. 

Scarcely had the embers of the negro insurrection been 
trampled out ere news arrived of the invasion of France by 
the Allied Powers of Austria and Prussia, and this was speedily 
followed by the intelligence that England had espoused the 
cause of the Monarchs, and was throwing the whole weight of 
her forces against Eepublican France. Previous experience 
had warned Guadaloupe of her fate : the riches of the West 
India islands and their defenceless condition was a never- 
failing bait for the cupidity of English Governments, and in 
the spring of ’94 an armament was fitted out for their reduc- 
tion. 

After having successfully captured the islands of Martinique 
and St. Lucia, the expedition, which was under the joint com- 
mands of Admiral Sir John Jervis and General Sir Charles 
Grey, arrived before Guadaloupe on the 11th April, 1794. 
The landing party, consisting of the 43rd and 93rd Eegiments, 
assaulted and captured the Fleur d’Epee fort, whilst the 
WindiiUea frigate. Captain Lord Garlies, stood in and dis- 
mounted the guns on the other works. Finding resistance 
hopeless, the Governor proposed a capitulation, which was 
accorded him ; and the General, leaving what he considered a 
sufficient garrison under General Lundas, sailed away with the 
rest of the expedition. On the 3rd June a strong French force 
appeared off the island, under the command of Victor Hugues, 
a stern Republican. By his orders secret overtures were made 
to the French Royalists, who most unwisely had been incor- 
porated into the garrison of the Fleur d’Epde ; and when an 
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assault was delivered the British Commander had the mortifi- 
cation of seeing all his men, with the exception of about forty, 
throw down their arms and fraternize with the enemy. 
Dundas in the meantime held out, and contrived to transmit in- 
formation of his straits to the Admiral, and on the 19th of June 
Sir John Jervis and Sir Charles Grey made an effort to dis- 
lodge Victor Hugues ; hut the Eepublican leader was a born 
if not a trained soldier, and he successfully resisted the com- 
bined efforts of the British land and sea forces. Assault after 
assault was delivered on his position : he not only repelled 
these, but, finding the British becoming demoralized by their 
constant failures, he suddenly assumed the offensive, and in- 
fusing his own vigour and determination into his subordinates, 
compelled Sir Charles Grey, at the beginning of July, to re- 
embark his force and leave the island in the hands of the 
French. Disease w'as, perhaps, a keener foe to the British 
forces than even the gallant Victor Hugues. Throughout the 
operations yellow fever had been decimating our troops, and 
whereas our losses from the sword amounted to 112 killed and 
340 wounded, over 700 men had fallen victims to the plague 
which is the scourge of the West Indies. 

Throughout the remainder of the war with the Republic 
Guadaloupe was left unmolested, and it was not until the re- 
sumption of operations against the Empire that fresh efforts 
were made to wrest it from France. 

The comparative ease with which the reduction of Martinique 
had been effected, in the spring of 1809, by Sir George Beckwith, 
induced the British Government to turn their attention to 
Guadaloupe, now the only island remaining to the French in 
the Caribbean Sea. In the month of November Sir George was 
directed to concentrate his forces at Dominica for its capture. 
It was well known that since the Peace of Amiens much labour 
and money had been expended in order to strengthen the 
defences of the island, and it was therefore judged advisable 
to despatch a far larger force than had been considered neces- 
sary for the capture of Martinique. The troops were massed 
in three divisions, the first under General Hislop, the secoud 
division under General Harcourt, and the reserve under General 
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Wall, Yice- Admiral Sir George Cochrane being in charge of 
the fleet co-operating with the land forces. 

On the 26th of January, 1810, the first division, under Major- 
General Hislop, left Dominica, and the following morning was 
successfully disembarked at St. Marie Capesterre ; meeting with 
no opposition, it moved forward on the following day, crossing 
the Bannamer Eiver, and on the 30th, finding the strong pass 
of Trou-au-Chien undefended, it reached Three Eivers, when, 
after a sharp brush with the enemy, it found itself in face of 
the fortified position of D’Olet. The works on the heights 
above bristled with field-guns, and Hislop, who was deficient 
in that arm, did not feel justified in risking a frontal attack ; 
he therefore spent the afternoon in reconnoitring the enemy’s 
works, meaning to assault them on the morrow. He was 
spared the trouble ; as dawn broke it was perceived that the 
French had fled, leaving all their guns behind them. But the 
credit of this success was mainly due to the sudden appearance 
of the second division under Harcourt in the enemy’s rear. 
This corps, leaving Dominica the same day as the first divi- 
sion, had put into Les Saintes to pick up some details, and on 
the morning of the 30th, landing at the embouchure of the 
Eiver du Plessis, had immediately marched to the sound of 
Hislop’s guns. Fearing their retreat cut off, the French pre- 
cipitately abandoned the position on the heights of D’Olet, and 
retired to a still more formidable one behind the Eiver Novie, on 
the ridge of Beaupere Saint Louis. On the morning of the 
4th of February a general advance was ordered, the whole of 
Beckwith’s force now for the first time acting in concert ; the 
reserve under Wall being sent round to turn the enemy’s left. 
Out-flanked and out-numbered. General Ernouf had no alterna- 
tive but to capitulate, and on the morning of the 5th February 
eight days after the expedition had sailed from Dominica, 
Guadaloupe was in our possession. Once more the 90th 
Eegiment was selected for the honour of furnishing the officer 
who w'as to convey the despatches and the Eagle of the 66th 
French Eegiment to England. 

The losses of the force under General Beckwith’s command 
during the expedition to Guadaloupe amounted to 52 killed 
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and 250 wounded, and the regiments taMiig part in it were 
permitted to Lear the word “Guadaloupe” on their colours 
and appointments. 

In 1813 the island of Guadaloupe was ceded by Great Britain 
to Sweden; but on the completion of the Treaty of Paris in 1814 
it was restored to Prance, only again to fall into our hands on 
the renewal of the war with Napoleon. It -was again finally 
ceded to France in. December, 1815. Since then, a period of 
seventy years, Guadaloupe has enjoj^ed an unbroken career of 
peace; but the repeated changes in the administration of the 
colony, the lack of capital for the development of its industries, 
the protectionist policy of the French, and the impetus given to 
the manufacture of beetroot sugar, have all combined to strike a 
blow at the commerce of the colony. This fatal policy is rapidly 
ruining all the smaller landowners, increasing the Colonial Budget, 
and annually making it a heavier burthen on the mother countrj\ 

Topogt'aphy . — The island of Guadaloupe is very irregular in 
form, its coast line being impinged on by numerous bays and 
small harbours, few of which are of value for any but small 
craft. It is divided into two parts by a canal styled the Eiviere 
Salde, varying in breadth from 35 to 130 yards. Owing to the 
shallowness of the passage, this channel is navigable only by 
small vessels emploj^ed in inland navigation. 

That portion of the island lying to the west of the Eiviere 
Sal4e, and generally known as Guadaloupe proper, has a super- 
ficial area of 369 square miles. The nature of its rocks attests 
its volcanic origin, though the surface soil is extremely rich 
and fertile. A range of hills traverse the island, its highest 
peak being known as the Soufriere : this attains an elevation 
of 5,111 feet. From this range flow numerous watercourses, 
which add greatly to the fertility of the land. 

Guadaloupe is divided into sixteen Communes, these again 
being grouped into four cantons, each of which is represented 
in the Oonseil General of the colony. The whole of this region 
is hilly, except in the neighbourhood of the Eiviere Salde, where 
the slopes are rounded off into large beautiful plains, which 
intervene between the mountains and the sea. These plains 
are devoted to the culture of sugar, coffee, cocoa, as well as of 

N 
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ordinary cereals, and in the lower valleys many varieties of 
tropical fruits are to he met with. The hills which hound 
these plains are well wooded, and the soil being extremely rich, 
as the forests are cleared away fresh tracts of virgin land come 
under cultivation. 

To the south-west of the Soufriere, and lying close under its 
feet, is the Basse Terre, the capital of the colony, a town which, 
though numbering only 8,178 inhabitants, possesses all the cha- 
racteristics of a chief city — Chambers of Commerce, Chambers 
of Agriculture, barracks, arsenals. Civil and Military hospitals, 
a prison, a diocesan college, and a good harbour with excellent 
wdiarf accommodation. Three miles to the north of Basse 
Terre, and on the lower slopes of the Soufriere, at an elevation 
of 1,788 feet, stands the Sanitarium of Saint Jacob, the Simla 
of Gruadaloupe : here the Governor has his summer quarters, 
whilst barracks and hospitals have been provided for the troops 
during the sickly season. 

Grande Terre . — That part of the island to the east of the 
Biviere Salee is known under the designation of Grande Terre. 
Unlike the western half of the island the country is generally 
flat, and almost completely deprived of running water. It is 
traversed from south-east to north-west by a range of hills of 
low elevation, well wooded, from w^hich spring a series of ridges 
running at right angles to the parent chain ; the valleys between 
them are in some cases gloriously fertile and well cultivated, 
others are arid and barren, destitute of vegetation, and con- 
sequently left neglected. The area of Grande Terre is about 
256 square miles ; it is divided into ten Communes, which are 
again grouped into the four cantons of Pointe-a-Pitre, Saint 
Francois, Moule, and Port Louis ; these return between them 
sixteen members to the Conseil General. The principal town 
of Grande Terre, Pointe-a-Pitre, possesses an excellent harbour, 
capable of receiving ships of the heaviest tonnage ; there is also 
a bank, a branch of the Credit Foncier Colonial, Chambers of 
Commerce and of Agriculture, Civil and Military hospitals, a 
theatre, two printing presses, and a weekly journal. In one of 
the suburbs of the town the immense sugar manufactory of 
Darboussier and Co, is situated : it is said that this establish- 
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ment is capable of turning out 10,000 tons of sugar annually. 
A water supply is laid from the hills to Pointe-a-Pitre, which in 
this respect is in advance of the other towns on the island, as 
they are unable for want of means to erect waterworks, and 
are consequently dependent on the rain, w'bich they collect in 
large tanks. 

On the eastern coast of Grande Terre lies the loort of Moule, 
available for vessels not exceeding 300 tons ; to the north-east, 
the bay of Port Louis and that of the Little Canal” also 
offer good anchorages for small craft. 

The island abounds in warm mineral springs, some saline, 
some sulphurous, some ferruginous ; those of Dole, six miles 
from Basse Terre, of Kavine Chaiide, in the Commune of 
Lamentin, the sulphur springs of Sophia, and the boiling- 
waters of Malouba, enjoy a local reputation, and are much 
frequented by visitors ordered there by the medical faculty. 

Attached to Guadaloupe, for administrative purposes, are 
the five neighbouring islands of Marie Galante, Saintes, Desi- 
rade, St. Martin, and St. Barthelemy. 

1. Marie Galante, the largest of these, is twenty-nine 
miles south-east of Basse Terre. Its total popula- 
tion is lr5,727 souls. The chief town, Grand Bourg, 
possesses the usual public offices, a Chamber of 
Agriculture, House of Correction, Chil hospital, 
barracks, schools, and a large sugair factory. The 
harbour, though commodious, has a very dangerous 
entrance, which interferes much with the progress 
of the island. The area of Marie Galante is about 
87,800 acres, and its principal towns are — 

Population. 

Grand Bonvg 6,732 

Capesten'e 4,811 

Saint Louis 4,184 

intes. — The little group of islets situated about 
twelve miles south-east of Guadaloupe form the 
second dependency of the colony. One of these — 
Terre de Haut- — ^possesses an excellent harbour, and 
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the remains of fortifications which, in the wars of 
the last century, caused us no small trouble. Our 
Gallic neighbours have styled it the Gibraltar of the 
Antilles: it, however, attempted no opposition to 
the landing of General Maitland, who, after the 
reduction of Martinique in February, 1809, cap- 
tured les Saintes without losing a man. Tlie popu- 
lation of this island in 1881 amounted to 1,678 
souls, being an increase of seventy-six since the pre- 
ceding census. 

3. Desirade. — Seven miles to the north-east of Guada- 

loupe lies the island of Desirade ; it has an area of 
about eleven square miles, and the soil is extremely 
fertile. A large proportion of the inhabitants are 
engaged in the cultivation of cotton, whereas those 
living on the coast devote themselves to fishery. 
The total population in 1881 was 1,914, showing an 
increase of thirty-two on 1880. 

4. Saint Martin. — The northern portion of the island of 

Saint Martin, covering an area of about twenty 
square miles, is also annexed to the colony of 
Guadaloupe. The remainder of the island belongs 
to the Dutch. The town of Margiot, the official 
French capital, is the seat of a J oge de Paix. The 
chief commerce of the island is in salt ; large 
works for its production exist in Margiot. The in- 
habitants, who number 3,667 souls, also raise cattle 
for sale in the larger colony, Machete. Saint Mar- 
tin is about 150 miles north of Gaudaloupe. In the 
year 1801, the island being in the joint possession of 
the French and Dutch, and both Powers being at 
war with England, opportunity was taken of a force 
being in the neighbourhood for the reduction of St. 
Bartholomew, to land a force on Saint Martin. On 
the 24th March, after a sharp conflict, in which the 
garrison showmd much gallantry, it surrendered to 
the British, to be again restored on the Peace of 
Amiens. 
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5. St. Bartbolomew lies between the British colony of 
Saint Christopher and the Dutch island of Saint 
i Eustatia, and is situated about 112 miles NNW. of 

Guaclaloupe. The island is extremely mountainous 
and rocky, and this, though the soil is fertile, pre- 
vents any very extended cultivation. Tropical fruits 
grow in profusion ; these are exported to the neigh- 
L bouring isles by vessels of small tonnage, which 

trade to Carenage, for this purpose the only port in 
the island. 

Saint Bartholomew was one of the ancient possessions of 
the “ Coinpagiiie des iles de Saint Christophe, de la Barbade, et 
autres a I’entree du Pdrou,” and was formally annexed to France 
in 1648 ; a century and a half later (in 1784) it was ceded by 
Louis XVI. to Sweden, Gustavus III. acquired it with a view 
of establishing commercial relations between his country and 
the West Indies. In 1801, the rupture between Great 
Britain and the Northern Powers was followed by the expedi- 
tion to Copenhagen, in which Nelson added to his immortal 
renown ; and, concurrently with the despatch of the fleet to the 
Baltic, a force consisting of the 1st Eoyals, the Buffs, the 11th 
and 64th Foot, with two newly-raised battalions of West 
Indian troops, was organized for the conquest of the colonial 
possessions of Denmark and Sweden. On the 20th March, 
1801, the squadron conveying the troops appeared before St. 
Bartholomew, then in possession of the Swedes ; but the 
Governor, having no adequate means of resistance, at once 
hauled down his flag, and General Trigge, leaving a garrison in 
the island, passed on to Saintes. The sudden blow struck 
at Copenhagen, followed as it was by the death of the Emperor 
Paul, dissolved the Northern Confederacy, and, on the renew^al 
of peace, Saint Bartholomew was restored to the Swedes. 
Although for close on three-quarters of a century it remained 
in their hands, the French language and French customs never 
died out, and in 1877 overtures were made for its recovery by 
I the Eepublic. On the IGth August of that year, a treaty was 

I signed by which St. Bartholomew again passed into the hands 
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of the original owners, and by a clause in the decree of the 
Senate, ratifying the treaty, the island was attached to the 
GoYernment of Gaadaloupe for all administrative purposes. 
Its population numbered, in 1881, 2,925. 

Population . — The total population of Gaadaloupe, at the 
census of 1881, amounted to 193,962 souls, 

ItrsiDEKT Porm-ATion. 


Males— Adults .... 

50,620 

,, Boys under 14 . 

28,179 

„ Civil Functionaries . 

1,842 

Garrison .... 

921 

j, Coolies . . . . 

23,604 

Females — ^Adults . . . ' . 

54,227 

„ Under 14 

27,325 

„ Wives of Functionaries. 

763 

„ Coolies .... 

6,481 


88,796 

193,962 


As in its sister isle, Martinique, the marriage state is not 
held in high honour in Gaadaloupe, and the proportion of ille- 
gitimate births is even greater than in France, arguing an even 
more advanced state of immorality. 



Births. 

Marriages. 

Deaths. 

1879 

4,261 

496 

4,500 

1880 i 

4,554 

517 

4,864 

1881 

4,377 

492 

6,171 


Giving an average of 29*9 births per thousand inhabitants, 
30*3 deaths, and but three marriages ! No fewer than 250 per 
thousand of the births are illegitimate ! 

From the earliest occupation of the island, the proceedings 
of both Civil and Criminal courts have always been governed by 
the codes in vogue in the mother country. So far back as the 
year 1681 wo find a Royal decree laying this down as a funda- 
mental principle, and it has never since been departed from. 
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Naturally, certain modifications have from time to time been 
made in the French codes in order to make the laws more suit- 
able to the inhabitants of their distant possessions. For in- 
staiice, when slavery was rampant in the island, and before 
universal freedom was declared, the laws for the white man and 
the black were by no means the same ; but the Penal Code of 
1877 Avaj3 made applicable in its entirety to the island, and 
now, nominally at any rate, all French subjects, black and 
white, are equal in the eyes of the French law. Foreigners, 
however, are subject to the same restrictions as in France, 
as regards bringing actions against French subjects, and 
in cases amongst themselves they can claim non-juris- 
diction. 

Immigration . — 'The condition of the coolies at 'work on the 
French plantations leaves much to be desired ; being foreigners, 
they are pow'erless to bring cases of breach of engagement 
without lodging a sum, to be decided on by the court, as costs 
for the defendants. This sum is generally fixed at such a 
figure as totally to preclude the possibility of litigation : thus 
the untutored Indian is forced to bear the ills as best he may. 
It is true that nominal attemj)ts are made to supervise the 
coolies, and to ascertain whether they are subject to any hard- 
ships ; for this purpose a “ Service d’ Immigration ” has been in- 
stituted. The chief official draws a salary of 50240 a year ; he 
is assisted by two inspectors with salaries of £200, and by nine 
assistant magistrates at salaries of £160 ; living, as these men 
do, in the midst of planters, wealthy men, it is not to their 
interest to irritate their countrymen, and the smallness of their 
salaries is a premium on venality. The expenses of the Im- 
migration Department reach the sum of £19,800. 

Police . — A detachment of the Gendarmerie of the Marine 
is quartered in the island, but for all practical purposes the 
Communal police are the only persons employed in the sup- 
pression and detection of crime. 

Government and Administration. — The administrative 
organization of Guadaloupe is similar in every respect to 
that of its sister isle, Martinique — that is to say, it is pre- 
sided over by a Governor, wdio is aided by a Supreme Council, 
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consisting of tlie same officials as in Martinique ; * financial 
questions are decided by a Conseil General, tlie thirty- sis 
members of which are elected by universal suffrage in the 
various cantons. There is a “ Commission Coloniale,” con- 
sisting of seven members, and Criminal and Civil procedure 
is provided for by a Court of Appeal at Basse Terre, a Court 
of Assize at Pointe-a-Pitre ; Tribunals of the First Instance at 
Basse Terre, Pointe-a-Pitre, Marie Galante, Saint Barthdlemy, 
and Saint Martin ; and Justices of the Peace in each of the 
nine cantons. All these Courts are constituted in a similar 
manner to those in Martinique. There is, therefore, no neces- 
sity to recapitulate their organization. It may be of interest, 
however, to show how litigation was resorted to in this small 
colony during the last year ( 1882 ) for which returns are 
available : — 



Civil 

Cases. 

Commer- 
cial Cases. 

Criminal 

Appeals. 

Criminal 

Cases. 

Simple 

Police 

Offences. 

Court of Appeal .... 

14 

0 

98 



Tribunal of Basse Terre . . 

57 

15 



333 



Tribunal of Pointe-a-Pitre . 

251 

101 

— 

541 



Tribunal of Marie Gfalante , 

34 

2 



219 



Tribunal of St. Bartliolomew. 

2 

11 



12 



Tribunal of St. Martin . . 

5 

2 



45 1 



Nine Courts of Juges de Paix 

791 

~ 


— 

2,607 


As I said before, the island and its dependencies are 
divided into thirty- three Communes, grouped into nine 
cantons, the latter returning thirty-six members to the Conseil 
General of the colony, which has its head-quarters at Basse 
Terre. Like Martinique, Guadaloupe is represented in Paris 
by a Senator and two Deputies. As in France, the Communes 
have extensive powers of levying rates and taxes, and these 
are expended on local improvements, but how the money is 
expended it is hard to say ; bribery and corruption are as rife 
in the colony as in the metropolis, and there is certainly little 
show for the vast sums the municipalities have wasted in the 
last quarter of a century. 


148 . 
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Each. Commune is presided over by a Mayor, who has by his 
side two or more Adjoints, and a certain number of Municipal 
Councillors, elected by the suffrages of their fellow-towns- 
men. Local taxation, as the following table shows, falls 
heavily on the people : — 


Communo. 

Inhabitants. 

Receipts. 

Expenditure. 

Number of 
Members 
returned to 
Conseil 
GtiicSral. 

Desliaies 


Ri-ancs. 

11,615 

Pranea. 

11,045 


Pointe Novie 

— 

30,661 

30,661 

2 

Bouillatite . . , . . . 

— 

80,381 

30,881 



HabitajUs 

— 

24,835 

24,835 



Baillif 

— 

16,149 

16,149 



Saint Claude 

— 

39,3o0 

39,300 



Basse Terre 

8,178 

126,205 

126,205 

4 

Gourbeyre 

— 

22,238 

22,192 



Vieux Fort 

— 

12,190 

12,160 



Trois Rivieres 

— 

34,222 

34,222 



Capesterre 

— 

118,700 

118,700 

4 

Goyave 

— 

12,329 

12,329 



Petit Eourg ...... 

— 

38,315 

38,315 



Bale Mabault 

— 

33,690 

33,690 

46,670 



Lanientin 

— 

46,701 

4 

Sainte Rose 

— 

46,432 

46,432 



Pointe-il-Pitre 

— . 

389,834 

389,834 

19,750 

8 

Gosier 

— 

19,750 


Abimes 

— 

57,210 

57,210 



Morne k I’Eau 

— 

64,742 

64,742 



Canal 

— 

67,175 

67,175 



Port Louis 

— 

58,053 

58,053 

3 

Anse Bertrand .... 

— 

32,700 

32,700 



Moule 

— 

101,055 

100,934 

65,773 

4 

Sainte Anne 



66,060 



Saint Francois 

— 

60,216 

60,216 

1 

r Grand Bourg 

6,732 

57,010 

56,990 

> 

Marie Galante Capesterre . 

4,811 

28,670 

28,670 

i 4 

(St. Louis. . 

4,184 

26,735 

26,735 

) 

Desirade 

2,000 

2,000 

11,081 

11,081 


Saiutes 

16,409 

16,409 



St, Mai'tin ...... 

3,371 

20,016 

20,016 

1 

St. EartMomew . . , . 

2,400 

16,944 

26,944 

1 



1,737,623 

1,732,396 



Giving a total amount of municipal taxation of 5669,505. 

Education , — As yet the laicization of the primary schools 
has not been effected in Guadaloupe ; the schools for younger 
boys, which afford instruction to 5,967, are under the super- 
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intendence of the Freres of the Saint Esprit, and those for the 
girls, where 4,666 receive their education, are conducted by the 
ScBurs of Saint Joseph de Oluny. These schools are inspected 
by officials from the Department of Public Instruction, now it 
is in contemplation to extend the system of laicization to the 
colony ; indeed, at Saint Martin, the schools are already re- 
moved from the Freres. There is no higher education obtain- 
able in the island except through private sources ; but it has 
been determined to construct a Lycde, and the building for this 
is already in progress. 

Clergy . — In 1859 Guadaloupe was converted into a Bishopric, 
and subordinated to the Archbishopric of Bordeaux: the episcopal 
seat is at Basse Terre. There are sixty- three priests in the 
diocese, these being recruited from the Seminaire of the Saint 
Esprit. Two Protestant pastors, paid by the State, are allotted 
to Saint Martin and St. Bartholomew ; but already it is in con- 
templation to sever the connection between Church and State 
and relieve the Budget of the heavy burden the payment of 
religious officials imposes upon it. 

Piihlic Worlis . — This department is confided to an official 
drawn from the Ponts et Chaussdes in France, who is assisted 
in his labours by twenty-eight subordinates, their salaries 
amounting to s64,920. 

A Lycee at Pointe-a -Pitre, a lunatic asylum and a hospital at 
Saint Martin, are in course of construction, whilst plans are 
being drawn up for the drainage of Pointe-a-Pitre, which has 
gained an unenviable notoriety for those evils common to all 
French towns outside Paris, and from which the capital itself 
is not free. 

For the maintenance of roads, cleansing of the harbours, 
construction and repair of colonial buildings, the Local Budget 
in 1884 voted a sum of £32,000. 

Cultivation . — Like its sister island, Guadaloupe is essen- 
tially a sugar-producing colony, but efforts also have been 
made, from the earliest days of its European occupation, to 
develop other valuable products, such as cocoa, coffee, cotton, 
tobacco, and spices ; but the protectionist policy of France, 
abroad as well as at home, stifles commerce ; in the last 



few years there has been a material diminution of trade, and 
the output of the various plantations, except in those devoted 
to cocoa, has sensibly fallen off. 

The total acreage of Guadaloupe and its dependencies may 
be thus summed up : — 


Guadaloupe proper 

. 236,978 acres 

Grande Terre . 

. . . 163,078 „ 

Marie Galante 

. 37,317 „ 

Desirade . 

6,800 „ 

Les Saintes . 

4,4.13 „ 

Saint Martin . 

. 12,942 „ 

Saint Bartholomew 

. . . 4,500 „ 


466,028 „ 


And this again may be subdivided : — 

79,258 Acres devoted to the Cultivation of Sugar, Cocoa, Coffee, 
Cotton, &c. 

26.000 Acres to Agriculture. 

35.000 „ Swampy Land. 

112,000 „ Forest Land capable of partial development. 

261,258 „ Uncultivated Ground, 68,000 of wMch have fallen 

into disuse. 

The following table shows the present position of affairs in 
Guadaloupe, and having been enabled to obtain statistics of 
the output in former years, I have produced these in support 
of my statement that the condition of the colony is one of 
retrogression 



Sugar, 

Cocoa. , 

Cotton. 


Acreage. 

Output. 

Acreage. 

Output. 

Acreage. 

Output. 



lbs. 


Iba. 



.1789 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22,193 


1835 

— 

— 

— 

61,600 

2,557 

— 

1875 

— 

— 

— 

259,600 

1,545 

35,200 

1876 

— 

— 

— 

— 

915 

46,20 

1877 

— 



— 

— 





1878 

— 

— 

— 

598,400 

— ' 

_ 

1879 

— 

. — 



327,640 

_ 

— 

1880 

— 

— 

— ■ 

226,600 

712 

27,800 

1881 

64,278 

61,637,000 

1,000 1 

362,629 1 

1,100 

126,159 

1882 

60,816 

54,826,000 

1,300 

421,836 

860 

43,412 
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Coffee. 

Eoucou. 

Tobacco. 

1 


Acreage. 

Output. 

Acreage. 

Output. 

Acreage. 

Output. 



lbs. 


lbs. 


lbs. 

1789 

20,000 

8,162,000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1835 

13,005 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8,140 

1875 

8,00O 

1,581,800 

. — 

891,000 

— 

46,200 

1876 

9,313 

1,669,200 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1877 

9,177 

1,733,600 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1878 

9,962 

1,742,400 

— ■ 

— 

! 

35,200 

1879 

10,009 

996,000 

— 

972,400 

— 

81,316 

1880 

10,325 

190,300 

. — 

1,245,200 

— 

26,400 

1881 

12,062 

2,046,000 

. — 

1,260,600 

— 

6,600 

1882 

11,248 

1,876,431 

840 

1,312,517 


7,200 


From tlie above it will be seen tliat sugar is by far the most 
profitable industry. It is estimated that the capital sunk in 


it amounts to — 

Land under Cultivation .... £2, 660, 000 

Plant 2,080,000 

Animals employed 400,000 


6,040,000 


In 1881 the output of the 64,278 acres was — 

Eaw Sugar . . . 40,101,120 lbs. value £335,391 

Molasses . . . 1,323,014 gallons „ 84,192 

Bum .... 429,968 „ „ 62,560 

The agricultural produce of the island is of no note, being 
insufficient for local necessities. Its total annual value is 
estimated at £60,000. 

Commerce . — The commerce of the country is summarized 
in the following tabular statements : — 



Impoi-ts to 

Exports from 

Total. 

France 

French Colonies 

Other Countries 

& 

473,583 

64,348 

487,516 

£ 

857,844 

7,012 

407,524 

£ 

1,331,427 

61,360 

895,040 

1,016,447 

1,272,380 

2,287,827 


The principal Export being sugar, of which the following 
movements were recorded ; — 
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Exjiorted to France .... 

.^701,037 

„ Foreign Countries 

. 401,981 

chief Imports being — 


Wines and Spirits 

. £76,959 

Cotton Goods ...... 

. 56,822 

Leather Goods 

. 100,659 

Dried Cod 

. 28,882 

Flour . . 

. 77,875 

Eice . 

. 68,416 

Guano and other Manures 

. 43,201 

Shipping movements during the 

year 1881 were as 


follows ; — 



Entered. 

Cleared. 


Ships. 

Tonnage. 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 

From or for France 

116 

26,890 

151 

32,789 

From or for French Colonies . . 

68 

7,926 

47 

6,860 

From or for Foreign Ports ... 

276 

Tonnage 
not given. 

251 

Tonnage 
not given. 


Finances . — Like all fclie other colonies of France, the re- 
sources of Guadaloupe are not enough to meet the necessary 
expenditure, and heavy contributions are made by the Minister 
of Marine : — 

Local Bubget. 

The total amount produced by Local 
Taxation, irrespective of the sums 
raised by the Municipal Authorities, 


amounted to 


£181,968 

The principal items being — 

Eegistration of Deeds, Stamps, &c. £20,000 


House Tax 

9,100 


Laud Tax 

12,800 


Licence Tax . . . . . 

7,880 


Import Duties . 

40,000 


Export Duties . 

40,000 


*Eunds supiolied iu Budget of the 

Minister of Marine .... 


161,630 

£342,598 

* The details of this sum will be found 

in Appendix Ho. 1. 
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Taxation . — If we add tlie Contributions Directes to the 
municipal leYies we arrive at an average rate of taxation of 
£l 9s, Id, 

Garrison . — The garrison of Guadaloupe consists of five 
companies of the Infantry of Marine, one of Marine Artillery, 
a company of the Discipline troops, and one of Gendarmerie — 
in all about 1,200 men ; there is also a squadron of three 
vessels told off for the defence of this and its sister island of 
Martinique, with a total of 48 officers and 785 men. 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

FEENCH auIANA. 

Its Present Condition — Discovery and Early Prencli Settlements— Their 
Failure — Its Inauguration as a Penal Colony during the Eevolution 
— Captured by the British in 1807 — Eestored by Treaty of Paris, 
1816 — Fresh Attenapts under the Eestoration to Colonize Cayenne 
— Population — Education — Government and Administration — 
Justice — Public Works — Agriculture — Arboriculture — Cattle Eaising 
—Gold-mining — Commerce — Comparison -with British Guiana — 
Finance — Garrison and Defence. 

Feench Guiana, bounded as it is by the British and Dutch 
colonies of the same name, stands out a striking illustration of 
the inability of the French to comprehend the art of colonizing ; 
its past history fraught with mismanagement, its present con- 
dition a penal settlement destitute of commerce, its future 
pregnant with financial disaster, all point to the same moral. 

The boundaries of the colony are by no means clearly defined. 
On its western frontier the Eiver Maroni forms a sufficient 
border line between French and Dutch Guiana, but endless 
bickerings between France and Brazil testify to the necessity of 
a rectification, or at any rate of a demarcation, of the eastern 
boundary. Of its exact area we are equally ignorant. Whilst 
M. Foncin estimates it at 50,000 square miles, M. Jules DuTal 
considers it to be fully twice as large. There is one point, how- 
eyer, in connection with the colony upon which all French 
writers are agreed, and that is that the occupation of Guiana by 
France has been one long conspicuous and humiliating failure. 

M. Leroy Beaulieu writes “ Upon the continent we are un- 
doubtedly in a condition vastly inferior to that enjoyed by other 

“Ea Colonisation chez les Peuples Modernes.” Paris: Guillaumin 
ct Oie. 
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nations — the English and the Dutch for instance. Gruiana is a 
proof. W e, the first arrivals in these regions, permitted both the 
English and the Dutch to seize the most fertile lands, whilst we 
have only been able to establish a settlement of a very inferior 
nature, sparsely inhabited and languishing for want of trade, 
whilst our two rivals, England and Holland, have founded two 
wealthy and prosperous colonies.” 

M. Jules Duval is equally strong : — ‘‘ By a fatal combination 
of circumstances G-uiana remains the most despised and the least 
populous of all our agricultural colonies, whilst at the same 
time it is the largest in extent, and certainly the richest in the 
variety of its vegetation. With a surface of 16,000 or 18,000 
square leagues — half the area of France —it possesses only 
some 20,000 inhabitants, and its exports, amounting to about 
800,000 francs, are much the same as they were a hundred years 
ago. It costs France upwards of 2,000,000 francs annually, 
either in the expenses of its administration or in subvention to 
its Local Budgets, without in return offering the mother country 
any outlet for her markets, or any important and valuable im- 
portations. It alone of all our colonies has never raised itself 
from the depth into which it was plunged by the abolition of 
slavery, though it has received vast pecuniary subsidies to enable 
it to emerge from its many crises. At the same time, we see 
Dutch Guiana and British Guiana (and such examples are 
humiliating enough to our national pride) rich and prosperous 
despite the rough experiences they have undergone. The reason 
is not far to seek ; it is that w*e attempt to violate the laws of 
nature and learn nothing from the lessons of experience.”^ 

Discovered in 1498 by Christopher Columbus, the coasts of 
Guiana, although fabled with countless riches, attracted but few 
adventurers until, in the year 1604, M. La Ptevarddre, a Breton 
shipowner, brought back to Granville marvellous tales of its 
boundless riches and wealth. During the ensuing forty years 
many vessels were fitted out in the harbours of Brittany and 
Normandy for the express purpose of culling the fruits which 
La Bevarddre had so glowingly depicted ; and Richelieu in this, 
as in other cases, granted liberal pecuniary aid to the founders of 
“ Les Colonies et la Politique Coloniale de la Prance.” 
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tlie Company established under his auspices for the development 
of colonization on the banks of the Orinoco and the Amazon . 
The swampy nature of the low-lying lands and the innumerable 
watercourses, which rendered cultivation difficult, presented 
difficulties before which our light-hearted neighbours quailed, 
and before long the Dutch and the English, more painstaking 
and more thorough, had established themselves on the soil 
abandoned by the French, leaving to the latter the less fertile 
and more broken territories to the south of the Maroni river. 
The earlier colonists made haste to get rich, and they did not 
possess sufficient energy to overcome the obstacles in their way, or 
sufficient acumen to recognize what these obstacles were. A 
network of roads and canals were essential to the proper develop- 
ment of the colony, but the settlers did not care to spend their 
money — and for the most part they were destitute of capital — 
in what to them wmuld be unproductive public works. Ap'h 
moi le deluge has ever been the cry of the French colonist. 
The State, far from encouraging the colonists in a true course of 
development, by advancing money for necessary public works, 
wasted large sums in enabling the settlers to purchase cattle, 
tools, and even slaves ; but when once the plantations ^vere 
stocked it was found impossible to transport their produce to 
the coast, or to maintain communication between the inland 
settlements and the seaports. Company after Company organized 
on the same lines died in infancy, the capital being swallowed 
up owing to the rapacity of the State officials. Military works 
were considered of primary importance, and for many years the 
many millions of francs advanced by the Crown were wasted in 
the construction of fortifications which rendered the town of 
Cayenne almost uninhabitable. Yet these battlements afforded 
it no defence when attacked by the Portuguese, Dutch, and 
English, for French Guiana has fallen successively into the 
hands of all these Powers. The most energetic of all settlers, 
viz., the Jews and Huguenot dmigrds, who w'ere chased first from 
France and then from French colonies, fled from Cayenne to 
Surinam, thus placing their talents, which were considerable, at 
the disposal of the Dutch, and depriving French Guiana of the 
very elements it most needed. 
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In tlie reign of Louis XV. tlie Due de Olioiseul made a 
fresh, effort to reTive the fallen fortunes of Guiana. Canada and 
Louisiana had been lost by the Treaty of Paris, and the eyes of 
Prance were averted for very shame from the Northern and 
turned to the Southern Continent of America. With a true 
regard for his own interests, that statesman obtained for 
members of his own family a concession under very favourable 
conditions. The concession might, indeed, be termed a grant 
of the whole country. Then availing himself of State aid, 
wdiich was liberally placed at his disposal, he despatched from 
12,000 to 15,000 unfortunates to occupy the valley of the 
Kouron, a district virtually unknown, and practically uninhabit- 
able by Europeans. The result was as might have been fore- 
seen — as was indeed foretold by all who possessed any experience 
of South America. Landed in a country in wdiich no prepara- 
tion whatever had been made for them, they perished miserably 
like flies, the wealthier only escaping to Prance. The disastrous 
attempt cost the State over two millions sterling. 

In 1778 M. Malonet was deputed to visit Cayenne with a view 
to inaugurating the new colonial system instituted by Turgot 
and Necker. Loyal efforts were made by this gentleman to carry 
out his sovereign’s instructions, and attempts were made to copy 
the Dutch system of canals and irrigation. Unfortunately, the 
outbreak of the French Eevolution put an end to all reforms, 
and the injudicious proclamations of universal equality led to 
conflicts between white and black, which effectually ruined the 
good work commenced by Malonet, and threw the colony once 
more into ruin and anarchy. The insalubrity of the climate had 
long been notorious. Of the 15,000 unfortunates whom the Due 
de Choiseiil had deported there in the reign of Louis XV., it 
■was computed that the whole had perished miserably in three 
years. Cayenne consequently w^as looked upon as a suitable and 
economical depot for the transportation of the victims of the 
Eevolution. With that refinement of cruelty for which the 
authors and principal actors in that Eeign of Terror have been 
renowned, French Guiana was selected as the future home of 
Varennes, Collot d’Herbois, Pichegru, and of many other notables 
who offended either against the laws of the Directory or the 
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Empire. Their sojourn in this terrible climate was a short one ; 
death soon ended the sufferings of those who thus experienced 
the clemency of the Eevolutionary leaders. 

Cut off from regular communication with the mother country, 
the wilder spirits of the colony, ever renowned as a nest of 
piracy, betook themselves to their old calling, and tliey suc- 
ceeded in inflicting considerable damage on the English ship- 
ping on the one hand, on the Portuguese shipping on the other. 
The House of Braganza, when ousted from Lisbon by the action 
of Napoleon in invading Portugal, had taken refuge in Brazil ; 
and as in Europe England and the Portuguese were successfully 
pushing back Bonaparte from the Iberian peninsula, so in 
South America the two nations organized an equally successful 
expedition against the distant colonies of their common foes. 
Early in December, 1808, two Portuguese brigs of war, having 
on board a detachment of 500 men, accompanied by the British 
frigate Gonfiance, a converted French prize, succeeded in land- 
ing without opposition at the mouth of the Oyapock river. 
Thus encouraged, it was determined to make an attack on 
Cayenne, the capital of the colony, a fortified town capable of 
affording some resistance. On the 6tli of January, aided by 
a favourable wind, the Confiance stood in to the liarhoiir, and, 
after a brisk cannonade, succeeded in silencing the guns of the 
sea-forts, thus enabling the Portuguese troops and some British 
Marines and Blue-jackets, in all about 600 men, to be disem- 
barked. Tbe French troops were so superior in numbers to the 
invading forces, and the Portuguese had shown such an evident 
disinclination to meet them in fair fight, unless well supported 
by their British comrades, that Captain Yest of the Conjiance, 
feeling it would be injudicious to weaken his numbers by garri- 
soning the captured forts, dismantled them and pushed on to 
Beauregard, where the Grovernor, Victor Hugues, had taken up 
a strong position to cover Cayenne. After an obstinate con- 
flict, in which the brave old Eepublican leader showed more than 
his usual dogged gallantry, the allies were victorious. Follow- 
ing up their success by a vigorous pursuit, on the 14th January 
they had the proud satisfaction of hoisting the British colours 
on the walls of Cayenne. One thousand prisoners and eighty 

0 2 
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cannon ^Ye^e tlie tropliies of the Yictors, whose total losses 
amounted to about sixty killed and wounded. Too much 
credit cannot be given to Yest for his spirited conduct in thus 
venturing to push on against a fortified town though unprovided 
with artillery of any sort. 

It was this boldness — ^boldness akin to rashness — which 
characterized our naval officers in the wars of the early part 
of the century, and w^hich won for them the unshaken con- 
fidence of their compatriots, and for their country a series 
of triumphs, the lustre of which remains undimmed to this 
day. 

After the capture of Cayenne the British Commander with- 
drew liis forces, handing over the colony to the Portuguese, 
who continued to administer it until the year 1817, when, in 
conformity with the terms of the Treaty of Paris, it was restored 
to the French. 

Undeterred by previous failures, the French Government, 
immediately after receiving the island in 1817, made a fresh 
effort to revive colonization in Cayenne. This time the valley 
of the Mana Avas selected as the graA^eyard of several hundred 
mechanics, who Avere shipped off under the most specious 
promises to seek for Avealth in the foetid marshes of French 
Guiana. Conflicts between the officials of the new venture and 
the older colonists Avere not sIoav in deA^eloping themselves, and 
ere five years had elapsed the colony on the Mana was effaced 
as effectually as that on the Kouron had been. 

The emancipation of the slaves in 1848 struck a final blow 
at the colony, already dying of inanition. The liberated blacks 
evinced a degree of independence against Avhich the emascu- 
lated whites could not stand. En masse the negroes deserted 
the distant plantations to reside in the coast towns, where food 
Avas cheaper and their life one of greater freedom and liberty. 
Every effort Avas made by the Local Government to counteract 
this movement. The negroes, though blessed with universal 
suffrage, were not allowed to be absent from their domicile for 
a single night Avithout a passport, and double taxes Avere im- 
posed on those residing in towns. Attempts, too, AAm-e made 
to introduce coolies from the East Indies, and these for a time 
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by their labour, practically free, so small are the wages given 
to the Indian immigrant, saved French Guiana from the ruin 
which threatened to overwhelm it, 

Pojnilation . — For its area French Guiana is one of the most 
sparsely populated, as it is one of the poorest and most insa- 
lubrious colonies in the world. According to the most recent 
returns, viz., the census papers of 1881, the population was 
constituted in the following manner ; — 


Civil OfBcials . . . . . 235 

Garrison 1,020 

Members of Religions Order.s . . 113 

Aboriginal Indians .... 1,972 

Refugees from Brazil , . . .315 

Local Population 16,874 

Coolies from Hiridostan , . . 2,673 

„ Africa .... 373 

„ China and Aunam . . 96 

Convicts on Ticlcet Leave . . . 1,274 

Officials of the Penal Establishment . 468 

Convicts 3,420 


28,832 


This population being again thus divided — 



Males. 

Females. 

Adults 

. 14,193 

10,165 

Under 14 . 

. 2,285 

2,189 


16,478 

12,354 


The changes in the condition of the population during the 
last three years of which there are returns, give — 



Marriages. 

Births, 

Deatbs. 

1879 . 

72 

441 

798 

1880 . 

75 

482 

802 

1881 . 

. 84 

466 

870 


As the system of registration of births and deaths in country 
districts is very defective, owing to the scattered nature of the 
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population, and as tlie returns do not include tlioso of tlie 
penal establishment, it may safely be assumed that the death- 
rate has been upwards of 40 per 1,000 during the period 1879- 
1881, whilst the average of births has been fully 10 per 1,000 
below that. 

Education . — Primary education is gratuitous. It has been 
undertaken for a long period of years by the Freres de 
Ploermel for boys, and the Sisters of St. Joseph de Cluny 
for girls. There are six schools under the guardianship of 
these religious orders, giving instruction to a total of 1,118 
children. 

Secondary education was for many years given in a college 
under the supervision of the Freres de Saint Esprit, but 
the decrees of the Senate of 1882 suppressed this institution, 
replacing it by a college, the professors of which were furnished 
by the Department of Public Education in France. In addition 
to this college the colony provides four scholarships for its most 
deserving pupils, who are sent to France to complete their 
education. One of these scholarships is at the Yeterinary 
College ill Paris. 

Government and Administration , — The colony of French 
Guiana is administered in the same manner as Martinique, 
Guadaloupe, &c. — that is to say, the Governor is assisted in 
his functions by a Oonseil Prive, consisting of all the senior 
State officials and two of the principal inhabitants, one named 
by the President of the Republic, one by the Governor him- 
self. Guiana being a penal colony, the head of the convict 
establishment is ex-ojicio a member of this Council. The 
Conseil Contentieux and Conseil General are constituted in the 
same manner as in the other colonies in the same category, 
with the exception that the number of members in the latter 
is sixteen, not thirty-six : these are elected by universal 
suffrage. 

The colony is divided into eleven Communes, each of which 
is presided over by a Maire, assisted by a Municipal Council; 
one of these Communes, however, comprises the penal estab- 
lishment of Maroni, which is not endowed with municipal 
institutions. The various Communes are thus grouped : — 
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Circonscription. 

Commune. 

First .... 

Oyapock 

Approuague 

Second 

Tour de File 

He de Cayenne 

Eoura 

Third .... 

Tonnegi-ande 

Montsindry 

Macouria 

Fourth 

Kouron 

Sinnamary 

Fifth .... 

Traconboo 

Mana 

Sixth .... 

Cayenne, Town of 
Maroni 


Justice . — After passing througli many phases, the civil and 
criminal administration of Cayenne has at last been established 
on the same basis as in the other colonies of France. Courts 
•of Appeal, and Tribunals of the First Instance, were constituted 
in 1854, but it was only in 1882 that Jiiges de Pais were nomi- 
nated to certain Communes. The various Codes of Procedure 
in force in France have been made applicable to Cayenne, with 
a few very necessary modifications having reference to the 
different nature of the population. 

The statistics of the various Courts do not sho\v that love 
of litigation which floods the Courts in other dependencies ; 
the total number of cases appearing before all Courts being 
1,239 in the last year for which returns are available : — 



CMl Cases. 

Commorcial. 

Ci'iminal. 

Minor Police Offences. 

Court of Appeal 

9 

2 

20 

246 

Tribunal of the First 
Instance 

j- 150 

50 



Eight Courts of J ugos 
de Paix 

1 292 



470 


Public lFbr/;s.— Efforts are being made to develop the agri- 
cultural and mineral wealth of the country by opening up great 
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arteries of commerce, but the revenues of the colony do not 
admit of any large sums being spent upon public works ; con- 
sequently their progress is slow. In 1881 only £12,000 was 
voted for this purpose by the Conseil General, and of 'this sum 
£1,780 is expended in salaries of officials. Though the various 
municipalities are alive to the necessities of the case, hut little 
is done by them towards improving the means of communica- 
tion in Guiana. Owing to the nature of the country, which is 
cut up by innumerable streams, and to the heavy rainfall, which 
necessitates constant repairs to roads and bridges, the Local 
Government finds the sum accorded for public works scarcely 
more than sufficient to maintain in a serviceable condition the 
existing roads and canals ; little can be done towards the con- 
struction of new works. 

Agricidture. Nature has divided Guiana into three distinct 
zones — the highlands, or mountainous region, to which the 
wealthier colonists retreat during the summer season, and the 
soil of which, though fertile, is so wooded as to render cultiva- 
tion difficult and expensive ; the lowlands, composed of vast 
alluvial deposits, pierced by innumerable rivers, fertile to ex- 
cess, but in consequence of the labyrinth of watercourses, and 
the fatal miasma arising from them, unhealthy to live in and 
expensive to control ; the prairies, which, intervening between 
the mountain and the sea, afford grazing ground for laro'e 
herds of cattle. Here, again, the humidity of the atmosphere 
interferes with the produce of the soil ; for though the grass of 
these prairies is fair to look upon, and although the indigenous 
cattle thrive upon it, the moisture it imbibes deprives it of 
much of its nourishment, and horses have to be fed on hay 
imported from Europe, the average cost of which is £12 to £18 
a ton. 

The cultivation of these zones is again clearly marked— in 
the highlands, forestry, for Guiana has a considerable export 
trade in the more valuable sorts of woods ; in the lowlands 
sugar, roucou, coffee, cotton, &c., whilst the broad, undulatiu- 
rlains are reserved for tllo rearing of cattle. 

PopMlaticM.— The population in the same manner have 
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divided themselves into three classes ; the upper classes look 
down with contempt on all who meddle with anything less 
aristocratic than sugar-cane ; the smaller proprietors throw 
their energies into the cultivation of roucoii, coffee, cocoa, cotton, 
and spices ; whilst the common people content themselves 
with growing vegetables, or, in the absence of a small patch of 
soil, are willing to undertake manual labour. 

Guiana was essentially a sugar-producing colony, though 
various causes are at work here as elsewhere to destroy this 
industry. In the year 1726 there were but twenty planta- 
tions in the country ; in 1837 there were forty-four ; and at 
the present day there are but fifteen. Capital and credit alike 
are necessary for sugar cultivation, and these are both wanting 
in Guiana. The climate is not tempting for the wealthy 
capitalist, and the business is too speculative a one for the 
local banks to care to make heavy advances to men of straw 
on the very doubtful security of a French sugar plantation. 
In its best days the exports from Guiana never exceeded five 
and a half million pounds ; to-day it is less than three hundred 
thousand pounds. 

In Guiana sugar has found a formidable rival in roucou, a 
small shrub almost unknown elsewhere, and which, I believe, is 
indigenous to the country. From its fruit the natives extract 
a dye, with which they deepen the reddish tint of their skins. 
Profiting by this, the colonists have developed a rising trade 
with Europe in this commodity, which now is largely used in 
colouring silken, wmollen, and cotton goods. In 1826 the 
number of plantations devoted to the cultivation of this plant 
was but eighty-six; to-day there are over 300. The plant is 
exceedingly hard}’-, is in full bearing in its third year, and 
continues to give a good crop until its twentieth : the output 
varies from 660 to 1,900 lbs. per acre. A steam manufac- 
tory has recently been erected in Cayenne for the extraction 
of the dye from the raw plant, thus obviating the expense 
of its manufacture in Europe ; and it has been found that 
the juice from the fresh plant is far more lasting in its tints 
than that which has suffered from a sea voyage. 
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Coffee, cocoa, and cotton are amongst the other products of 
the country ; the former was introduced from Surinam about 
the year 1716. Cocoa-trees grow in the interior of the colony, 
where they attain a considerable size ; but it was only in the 
year 1728 that their cultivation w^as seriously attempted, and, 
owing to the superior hardiness of the cocoa-tree over the 
coffee plant, more attention has in recent years been paid to 
it ; the two shrubs begin bearing about their fifth year, though 
they do not attain their full vigour until their eighth ; but the 
cocoa continues to bear fruit for twenty-five or thirty years, 
whilst the coffee plant does not last more than half that 
period. 

Cotton is indigenous to the soil, and the natives cultivate 
inferior qualities in great quantities ; unfortunately, the ex- 
treme humidity of the lowlands is as unfavourable to the better 
sorts as also is the soil of the highlands, and this, added to 
the superior climate of the United States, which permits more 
vigorous labour on the plantations, has tended to the deteriora- 
tion of this industry. Twenty years ago, during the American 
War of Secession, Guiana reaped a rich cotton harvest, over 
600,000 lbs. being annually exported ; now the exports do not 
reach a tenth of that amount. 

Cloves form another important item in the W’ealth of the 
colony. It is asserted that one Poivre, Intendant of the islands of 
Mauritius and Edunion in the year 1777, commissioned three 
men, an official of the old East India Company, named Prevost, 
and two sailors — Tremigon, a hardy Malonine, and Etchevery 
—to obtain by purchase, fraud, or force, some plants of cloves 
and nutmegs from the Dutch planters of the Malaccas. At 
the risk of their lives, Poivre’s employes in two successive 
voyages succeeded in carrying off by stealth a number of plants, 
which were distributed throughout the islands of Mauritius, 
Eeunion, Martinique, and Guadaloupe : a further supply was 
sent to Guiana, and in the neighbourhood of Cayenne it 
flourished exceedingly. In the year 1887 the total exports 
amounted to 22.5,000 lbs., valued at about .;025,000, whereas 
at the present day the value of the exports is not ^600. 
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SOCiAR. 

RODCO 0 . 

Coffee. 


Acreage 

Output. 

Acreage 

Output. 

Acreage 

Outpvit. 


fim-p.s. 

lbs. 


lbs. 

acres. 

lbs. 

1835 




560,000 


192,800 

1837 

1,250 



1 , 000,000 


1875 




960 

84,920 

1879 





1,330 

57,000 

1880 

... 




1,000 

170,000 

1881 

1,250 

1 , 160,000 



1,035 

47,000 


Arhoricult'iire . — The mountain slopes of Guiana are richly 
clad with forests of valuable trees, useful alike for building and 
for the more expensive sorts of furniture. The form of Govern- 
ment, which stifles every enterprise, and the lack of energy on 
the part of the inhabitants, has caused the trade to dmiidl.e 
away. The magnificent exhibits of the woods from Guiana in 
the Exposition Universelle of 1878, created a fresh impetus in 
this industry; but the absence of roads, or even of water trans- 
port, the lack of saw-mills, and the poverty of the population, 
in money and spirit, prevents any great resuscitation in the 
export of woods. In 1885 the value of exports amounted to 
o-fil0,000, in 1881 it did not reach £2,000. 

Cattle-raising . — I have alluded to the rich plains which lie 
between the foot of the mountain slopes and the sea as being 
admirably adapted for cattle-raising. Unfortunately, the expor- 
tation of cattle is forbidden by the French Government, and 
the population of the colony being so sparse, there is no sale in 
Guiana for the numbers that might be raised on these prac- 
tically boundless prairies. At one period efforts were made to 
develop the industry, and some good beasts were imported into 
the colony. The want of a ready sale, however, threw such a 
damper over the enterj)rise, that all further efforts w^ere aban- 
doned, and now cattle, even for the support of the penal estab- 
lishment, have to be imported from Brazil. This is the more 
to be regretted, as colonists in neighbouring States are making 
rapid fortunes by cattle-raising, which they find an economical 
and most profitable employment. 

Gold-mining . — In the year 1878 the action of certain Paris- 
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iaii capitalists, who flooded London with the most outrageous 
statements as to the auriferous wealth of Guiana, cast a 
certain amount of discredit on the value of recent discoveries in 
the colony. Tradition has placed El Dorado on the borders of 
a mysterious lake, Parmia, in the depths of the forests of 
Guiana, and from the earliest days we have evidence confirmed 
hy actual proof of the presence of rich auriferous deposits in 
the various mountain districts of the colony. An expedition 
under the auspices of the local Government published, about 
the year 1837, a most favourable report on discoveries actually 
made in the valley of the Approuague, and in the same year a 
concession w^as granted to a Parisian capitalist of a tract of 
land, embracing an area of 600,000 acres, for a period of 
twenty-five years. In the first four years the Company had 
forwarded to Erance 7,600 ounces of gold, all obtained from 
alluvial washings. These results caused a sudden outbreak of 
gold fever, and at the present moment there are upwards of 
eighty- eight mines in wmi-king order, the total exports last year 
being 61,888 ounces. 

CommerGC. — In regarding the area of the colony of French 
Guiana, its commerce appears feeble in the extreme ; but when 
we realize that just one-half of the imports, and five- eighths of 
the imports and exports combined, are for the use of the 
garrison and convict establishments, and that the expenditure 
of the colony is one-half of its total commercial movement, 
one is not surprised to learn that the French have offered the 
colony, at a very moderate figure, to Brazil, Holland, and 


England, nor can 

one be surprised that all these countries 

have respectfully declined to purchase it at any cost. 

Kecent returns give the following movements : — ■ 


Exports to France. 

Imports from France. 

1876 

. £12,489 

£224,100 

1877 

. 11,211 

213.791 

1878 

. 11,774 

205,814 

1879 

. 12,280 

204,240 

1880 

, 22,076 

210,571 


And in the year 1881, the last for Tvhioh detailed returns are 


French Guiana. 


205 

available, we find that the total commercial movement just 
exceeds £400,000, viz. : — 


Imports from Franco . 

. £258,833 


„ French Colonies 

4,()88 


„ Foreign Countries 

.• 113,651 


— 

377,172 

Exports to France 

. £29,870 


„ French Colonies . 

20 


„ Foreign Countries 

3,875 

33,765 

£410,937 


The principal items of Importation being — 


Salt Meat . 

. . . £13,596 

Salt Butter 

. 4,261 

Suet . . . 

. 8,173 

Rice .... 

. . . 6,817 

Wines and Sphits 

. 58,607 

Cotton Goods 

. 7,338 


These being destined chiefly for the use of the troops. 

The Shipping movements in the colony are inconsiderable, 
the principal carrying trade being in the hands of the English : 
fifty per cent, of the vessels entering the port sail under the 
Union Jack. According to the returns for the year 1881, the 


numbers entered and cleared were as under : — 




Entered. 

Cleared. 


Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

From or for France 

. 43 

14,698 

9 

2,671 

„ French Colonies 

. 13 

7,635 

21 

9,800 


1 

r 


' of these 


1 

1 of these 


30 were of 

„ Other Countries 

. SI \ 

1 16 had a 

68 

an aggre- 

i tonnage 


gate ton- 



1 of 4,21 7. 


nage of 
. 10,993. 


As the colonies of British and French Guiana are contiguous, 
and are of nearly the same area, it may be of interest to com- 
pare their present condition. Such a comparison proves, more 
than words can express, the difference in the results obtained 
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by tlie two countries, under absolutely similar climatic diffi- 
culties : — 


French Guiana. 

Area . . • . . . 100,000 

Population .... 27,000 

Eevenue ^65,693 

Expenditure .... ^2.57,852 
Tonnage Entei'ocl and Cleared 49,914 tons 

Imports ^'377, 172 

Exports . . . . . .£33,765 

Customs Eevenue . . . ^26,830 


British Guiana. 
76,000 
262,286 
^403,245 
^421, 087 
519,581 tons 
.£1,784,145 
^2, 597, 291 
14,451 


Finances . — As in the otlier colonies under French rule, so 
do we find Guiana largely dexDendent on the mother country 
for support, its annual expenditure in 1886 being just three 
times its revenue, the deficiency being supplied from home. It 
may be thus summarized : — 

Expenditure provided for by Local Budget . J66,693 
*By Budget of Minister of Marine . . . 192,159 


.6 257,852 

The principal items of Eeceipts in the Local Budget are ; — 


Licence Tax .£2,800 

House Tax 1,320 

Weights and Measures . . . 76 

Customs Dues 26,836 


Garrison and Defences . — The garrison of the colony con- 
sists of — • 

Six Companies of the Infantry of the Marine, 

Half Battery of Artillery of the Marine, 

One Company of Gendarmerie of Marine. 

And the Naval services are provided for” by two small paddle- 
wheel despatch boats. 

* Details of this Expenditure are given in Appendix No. 1. 


207 


CHAPTEEX. 

SAINT PIEREE AND MIQUELON. 

Early Occupation by Prance of Canada and Newfoundland — The Pish- 
ing Pleets of St. Pierre and Miquelon — Population— Government 
and Administration— J nstice — Education — Public Works — Agricul- 
ture and Commerce — Pinances. 

Op all tlie possessions wEicli in the opening years of the 
eighteenth century enhanced the grandeur of France none were 
more prized, none more valuable, than those in North America. 
In Nova Scotia, in Newfoundland, and Canada, in the basin of 
the Mississippi, and in Mexico, her flag covered more territory 
than that belonging to England, Spain, and Holland. Ere 
the close of the century, all that remained to her were the 
small islands of Saint Pierre and Miquelon, off the coast of 
Newfoundland ; and now, in the wane of the nineteenth century, 
we still find the colonial possessions of France in North 
America restricted to these barren rocks. For close on four 
hundred years they have been the resort of the hardy fisher- 
men of the Basque and Breton coasts, the training-ground for 
the best seamen France has ever possessed. Like her other 
colonies, these islands are interwoven in the history of every 
war which has been waged between France and England ; in 
each successive campaign they have passed into our hands, to 
be restored at each successive peace. All along the French 
littoral, from Dunkerque to St. Jean de Luz, there is not a 
hamlet w^hich has not sent forth the prime of its youth to court 
danger, and to seek wealth on the dreary coasts of Newfound- 
land. The perils of the fisherman’s calling are immortalized 
in the verses of the Basque and the Breton peasantry, and 
the gallantry of the Newfoundland privateers is still sung in 
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tlae ’tween decks of tlie miserable craft wbicli annually put 
forth in fleets to the cod fisheries of Newfoundland. 

As advanced posts to the fisheries of Newfoundland, these 
islands in the seventeenth century were of incalculable value, 
both stategically and commercially; and even when, by the 
Treaty of Utrecht, Newfoundland was wrested from France, 
they remained a welcome port of refuge to the fishing fleets on 
the great banks, who found a ready market for their industry 
in Canada as in Europe. During the course of the operations 
in North America in 1778, a squadron under Admiral Mon- 
tague was despatched to take possession of these islands, whose 
hardy inhabitants were causing much damage to English ship- 
ping. Their garrisons were too feeble to make any opposition, 
and by the terms of the capitulation arranged between the 
Governor and the Admiral, the whole population was trans- 
ported to France. The Treaty of Versailles, in 1788, once 
more saw these isles restored to their French owners, and the 
inhabitants were conveyed back to their rocky homes at the 
expense of the State. Ten years later, on the outbreak of the 
Eevolutionary war, England, mindful of the damage done to 
her commerce by the privateers of St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
inaugurated her colonial victories by their bloodless capture ; 
but on the conclusion of the Peace of Amiens again concluded 
an act of restitution. No sooner were Napoleon’s real reasons 
for that hollow truce thoroughly gauged than orders were 
despatched to the Admiral commanding our fleets on the 
North American station to occupy these fishing islets, and in 
March, 1804, the Tricolour was replaced by the Cross of Saint 
George. The Treaty of Paris of 1815 restored them to France, 
and they now remain her sole possession in North American 
waters. 

For more than three centuries the coasts of Newfoundland 
have been the principal source w^hence Catholic Europe derives 
its supplies of salt fish. It is true that on the coasts of Scot- 
land and Norway, around Iceland, the Faroes, and Shetland, 
off the Dogger bank, and even so far south as the Canaries, 
the fish is caught in large quantities ; but, in the face of all 
opposition, Newfoundland cod retains its popularity, and the 
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fleets wliicli annually are fitted out in France, Engiaud, and 
the United States for the fisheries off the Newfoundland coasts 
are more numerous, more i^owerfully manned, and consist of 
larger craft than those emjDloyed in other waters. For the 
French fishing fleets St. Pierre and Miquelon offer a welcome 
harbour of refuge ; during the summer months they are visited 
by numerous vessels from Basque, Breton, and Normandy 
ports, all destined for the banks of Newfoundland. These 
islands of recent years have done more than give shelter to 
fishing craft, for the naval squadron of the Antilles annually 
run northw'ards during the hot season, and the crews get 
invigorated by the fresh breezes from the Newfoundland banks. 
In fact, St. Pierre and Miquelon act as sanatoria for the vessels 
of war stationed in Martinique and Gruadaloiipe. 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the Basque pro- 
vinces furnished the greater proportion of vessels for the New- 
foundland fisheries, the little town of St. Jean de Luz being the 
principal port for this industry. In those days it was a flourish- 
ing city, its merchants ranked among the richest in the south 
of France, and their hotels rivalled the palaces of Florence and 
Venice in the beauty of their architecture and the magnificence 
of their decorations. Every year a fleet of eighty vessels used 
to leave the harbour of St. Jean de Luz for the fisheries of 
Newfoundland : now the harbour is no more, the palaces are en- 
gulfed, and the town a cheap winter resort for those who dread 
the expenses of its sister rival, Biarritz. The sea, which 
made the fortune of its inhabitants, also proved their ruin ; 
little by little it encroached on the defences art threw up to 
control nature : first the bar at the mouth of the Nivelle was 
destro^^ed, then the digues, constructed at an enormous expendi- 
ture of labour and money, w^ere w^ashed avray. The genius of 
Vauban was called into requisition, and he, Canute-like, said 
to the waters of the Bay of Biscay, “ Thus far sh alt thou go, 
and no farther.” But the engineer whose work had defied a 
Marlborough, and whose name stilT ranks as the first of all 
defensive creators, was powerless against the omnipotent sea. 
Year by year the encroachments continued, until the Newfound- 
land fleet was compelled to seek more secure winter quarters 
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in the north of France. Bayonne gave shelter to some two 
or three vessels, and Bordeaux to five or six, hut the heritage 
of the Basque fishermen was bestowed on their comrades of 
Brittany and Normandy. 

The English traveller who, in the early spring, visits the 
harbours of these provinces, will be rewarded with a curious 
spectacle. In the harbours of St. Brieuc, Piampol, and 
Billie, in the Bay of St. Malo, and at Granville, Fecamp, and 
Dieppe, he will see craft of all sizes fitting out for their annual 
cruise. The larger rigs are few in number ; some eight or ten 
barques, and not more than five or six full-rigged ships are in- 
cluded in the fleet ; but brigs and brigantines, schooners, and 
even j^awls are to be met with in fifties or sixties. Each craft 
has some distinguishing mark : a green foretopsail one, a brown 
maintop- gallant sail another, a coloured patch in the courses of 
a third, obviate the necessity of a code of signals. Stout old 
craft many of them are ; but under the clauses of Mr. Chamber- 
lain’s proposed shipping bills, there are few that would not be 
stopped ere they started on their perilous voyage. Loaded to 
within a few inches of their main deck, destitute of copper- 
sheathing, crowded with small skiffs destined for line-fishing on 
the banks, the vessels look, as many of them are, practically un- 
manageable and absolutely unseaworthy. The virtue of thrift 
has in the French race degenerated into the vice of parsimony, 
and in order that the “ armateur ” may derive a rich harvest 
from his unseaworthy craft, each vessel carries a crowd of 
passengers or “ consortds.” I have seen eighty of these on a 
vessel of 148 tons, which, in addition, was lumbered up with 
seventeen fishing boats. The crew of such a craft consists of 
a captain, who by the French fishery laws is exempt from all 
examinations, and some twenty or thirty men, with a cabin 
boy to every ten hands. Many vessels start on their voyage 
with from two to three hundred souls on board. The naviga- 
tion practised on board is of the rudest description, and the 
result is the most appalling loss of life. Never a season passes 
without the total loss of from eight or ten of the Newfoundland 
boats with all on board. Founderings from leaks are perhaps 
the most frequent causes of loss ; but collisions with sister 
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craft or with icebergs are by no means uncommon. It is rare 
that a look-out is kept ; still more rare, except when near- 
ing the French coast, that lights are shown j and when, in a fit 
of Basque-like extravagance, the Breton skipper hangs out his 
side-lights, they are invariably either lashed to the mizen rig- 
ging or abaft of the mizen chains, where the steersman can 
attend to them without disturbing even the mousse. 

As in whalers, the crews of the fishing fleet are paid accord- 
ing to the success of the voyage. Prior to starting, each able 
seaman obtains an advance of from 150 to 200 francs, which is 
handed over to wife or mother. The produce of the season’s 
fishing, at the expiration of the voyage, is thus divided : — Four- 
sevenths goes to the owner, and three-sevenths to the crew. 
The three- sevenths is again subdivided into shares, of which 
the captain takes three, the mate two, each able seaman one, 
and a mousse half a share. The passage-money of the con- 
sortes,” who vary in number from 50 to 150, according to the 
size of the craft, is from to 1^6, and, in addition to this, 
they are required to pay 100 francs as freight for their boats. 
On their return voyage they are allowed five quintals of dried 
fish as free luggage. 

In order to encourage this industry, the French Government 
grant bounties of a62 to every man, whether sailor borne on the 
logs, or ‘‘ consortd ” embarked on board of the Newfoundland 
fishing-vessels, and a bounty of 8s. 4d. per cwt. (twenty francs 
per quintal) on all dry cod or cod’s roe imported into France. 
In the year 1884, over £200,000 was allotted in the Budget as 
bounties to the fishermen of France. 

Without the islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, and the 
rich bounties which tempt the poverty-stricken fisherman to 
try a stroke of luck in the fishing fleets, the industry, so far as 
France is concerned, would perish. On reaching these har- 
bours of refuge, the vessels destined for the nearer banks lie 
up for the summer months, whilst the crews and consortes,” 
set oft" in their little skifiFs to prosecute their dangerous calling. 
Every few days, when sufficient fish have been caught, the 
boats return, and the cod are cleaned, dried, and salted on 
shore. On the more distant banks this operation is performed 
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on board, tlie vessels returning every now and again to the 
islands for fresh provisions and water, and to give the crew a 
run ashore. 

Population . — The population of the islands may be divided 
into five classes — 

1. The old residents, descendants of the fishermen who, 

ousted from Newfoundland by the Treaty of Utrecht 
in 1713, have since clung faithfully to their original 
calling on these barren rocks. These are, for the 
most part, sprung from the original Basque and 
Breton settlers in Nova Scotia — the Acadie of the 
French. 

2. The “ hivernants,” or temporary French settlers, who 

have emigrated to the islands to pursue some trade 
or calling, generally in connection with the fishing 
interests, and who, when they have amassed their 
little fortune, return to their homes. 

3. The ‘‘ consortes,” or annual visitors, fishermen by 

calling, thousands of whom arrive every spring, and 
who return in the autumn to France, carrying with 
them the proceeds of their industry. 

4. Tradesmen, cabaretiers, employes in the various com- 

mercial firms which have branches in the islands. 

5. Government officials. 

According to the last census returns (1881), the population 
is thus divided 



Males. 

Females. 

Sedentary — Adults 

. 1,330 

1,263 

„ Under 14 . 

. 816 

831 

Floating — Officials 

. 136 

104 

„ Troops 

. 114 


„ Gendarmes 

29 

12 

„ Summer Visitors 

. 120 


„ Foreigners . 

. 293 

2,838 

496 

2,706 


Giving a total population of 5,544 souls. The changes in the 
year 1881 were as follows : — 
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Marriages 33 

Births 173 

Deaths . . .... 82 


I These deaths only inclnde those that actually occurred on the 

islands, and not those involved in the many shipwrecks which 
spread sorrow and desolation throughout the French coasts. 
No accurate returns of these are available ; hut in the loss of 
^ three vessels which have come under my own knowledge, in the 

the course of the year 1883, 373 fishermen have met a watery 
grave. 

Government and Administration . — The islands are classed 
with those colonies unendowed with representative institutions. 
They are administered by a Governor, who is assisted in his 
- functions by an official of the “ Service de ITnterieur,” and by 
one of the “ Service Judiciare.” All questions relating to the 
colony are discussed by a Council, consisting of the Governor 
as President, the two above-mentioned officials, and the officer 
\ commanding the troops, as members, together with three of 

j the principal inhabitants, who are nominated members of the 

I Governor’s Council by the suffrages of the Municipal Councils 

of St. Pierre and Miquelon. 

(: There are municipal institutions presided over by Mayors in 

the two Communes of St. Pierre and Miquelon, all local 
works being conducted under their authority and supervision. 
The revenues are swallowed up in local improvements, thus 
necessitating the payment by the mother country of a con- 
siderable sum, in order to maintain the equilibrium between 
receipts and expenditure. 

It In the year 1881, the Communal receipts were : — 

: Saint Pierre £‘ 3, 673 

Miquelon . . . . . . 1,266 

.£4,842 

i Justice . — The codes which govern the Civil and Criminal 

I procedure in France have been made applicable to these 

islands, where a Court of Appeal, a Tribunal of the First 
i Instance, and two Courts of Juges de Paix, sit to administer 
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justice. In all there are twenty-nine officials of various grades 
on the rolls of the Judicial establishment, but the returns of 
the Courts do not show them to be overburdened with work. 
During the year 1881 the cases they were called on to decide 
were — 



Civil Cases. 

Commercial. 

Ciimiiial. 

Minor Police Offences. 

Oourfc of Appeal 
Tribunal of the First 
Instance 

Two Courts of Jugos 
de Pais 

19 

1 198 

1 « 

8 

1 

27 

38 


EducAition . — The new rules as to the laicization of schools 
has not as yet been applied to the islands ; the primary instruc- 
tion for youths being entrusted to the Society of the Saint 
Esprit, that of the girls being undertaken by the Sisters of 
Saint Joseph of Cluny. 

In the four boys’ schools 594 boys are educated, and in thir- 
teen schools for girls 581 children. 

There is a school also conducted by the same Erm’es, in 
which fifty-six boys receive higher education, and in this estab- 
lishment the colonial expenditure provides for the payment of 
six pupils. 

PiibliG Works . — From time to time, the Budget of the Min- 
ister of Marine and the Colonies has provided for considerable 
expenditure in connection with the improvement of the means 
of navigation around the island. Lighthouses, provided with 
fog-horns, have been constructed on the Isle of Dogs, Sainte 
Plate, and at Cape Blanc, whilst the harbour at St. Pierre has 
been deepened, and commodious piers and landing stages built 
around it. 

Agriculture . — The natural sterility of the soil of these 
islands has prevented any attempts on a large scale being made 
to develop their agricultural resources. The harvest of the 
inhabitants is reaped in the sea, and so long as their fields give 
them enough vegetables to afford a change in the diet of the 
crews of the fishing fleets, so long as their landes permit the 
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grazing of enougli cattle to furnish tliein with fresh food during 
the year, and to realize a profit by their sale to the ships in the 
harbours, the population is content. The high clowns on 
Miquelon afford good grazing ground, and considerable herds 
of cattle are met with on the island ; but the climate, as well as 
the soil, forbids cultivation to any extent. Some few small farms 
are to be seen, these being generally devoted to the cultivation 
of vegetables. However, as only 2,500 acres are at present occu- 
pied, it is evident that the islanders do not look to their land as 
a source of wealth. 

The more sheltered portions of the highlands of both islands 
are well wooded wuth a small species of spruce fir, from which 
the inhabitants brew a very agreeable kind of light ale, called 
sapinette. This beverage is much appreciated by the seamen on 
the fishing craft, and as it is as inexpensive as Breton cider, it 
is served out to them as a regular ration by order of the 
administration, its anti-scorbutic properties rendering it most 
valuable in these regions. 

Although the climate of these islands is rigorous in the 
extreme, and in the winter months the cold is excessive, all 
out-door labour being suspended, yet the summers, owing to 
the proximity of the Gulf Stream, are genial, and this enables 
the inhabitants to make good and profitable employment of the 
few acres they devote to the cultivation of vegetables. 

Oommerce . — The sole commerce of the colony lies in its 
fisheries. Their produce is exported to every Catholic country 
in the world. The commercial statistics even of the most 
distant French colonies on the West Coast of Africa show hov/ 
dependent the settlers are on the hardy fishermen of Brittany 
for the means of observing the tenets of their faith, £28,000 
worth of dried cod are exported to Guadaloupe alone. 


Imports fi'om Exports to 

France . . . ^9,452 F-256,811 

French Colonies . . 1,510 57,008 

Foreign Countries . 255,181 86,195 

^266, 143 ^399, 014 
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The principal items of Importation being — 


Wine and Spirits .... £l&,124i 

Salt 9,645 

Flour 4d,178 

The Exportation being — 

Dried Ood in various forms . . 1*298,746 

Cod-Diver Oil 22,671 


In the year 1881, 119 vessels, of a gross tonnage of 16,700, 
with crews numbering 2,203 men (exclusive of ‘‘consortes ”), 
entered the harbour of St. Pierre and Miquelon, from the 
various French ports, for employment in the fisheries. 

Though this industry, as far as these islands are concerned, 
is exclusively in French hands, the commerce is in the hands 
of foreigners, as the following statistics show — 

French Vessels. Foreign Vessels. 

Fo. of Graft. Tonnage. No. of Craft. Tonnage. 

Entered . 94 13,536 1,026 545,238 

Finances . — Although salt cod is in itself an inexpensive 
luxury, the cost of this edible in the market by no means re- 
presents the actual value to the French tax-payer. The fisheries 
of St. Pierre and Miquelon, when their size and commerce is 
considered, are very expensive appendages to the Republic. 

The Budget is, of course, divided into two heads, viz., that 
provided for locally, and that which is included in the accounts 
of the Minister of Marine, the total expenditure exceeding 
£300,000 :~ 

Expenses provided for by Local Budget . . 4212,094 
^Budget of Minister of Marine . . . 96,547 
Budget of Minister of Commerce — 

Bounties on Imported Fish and to Fisher- 
men 221,840 

4*380,481 

* Details of this sum will be found in Appendix ISTo. 1. 
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MADAGASCAR. 

Its Geographical Position known to the Ancients — Piscovei’sd by the 
Portuguese — First French Expedition in 1642 — De Pronis and De 
Meilleraye settle on the Island^ — Flaoourt annexes it to France — 
Failure of Attempts to Colonize — Re-attached to France — Jesuits 
step in to Proselytize Inhabitants — English Alliance with Radama I. 
— Island of St. Marie occupied by France — Preach Collision with 
Malagese in 1829— Constant Efforts of Jesuits to regain lost 
Ascendency — Laborde, Lastelle, and Finaz — French encourage 
Slavery — Occupation of Mohdly — Radama II. and the French — 
His Religious Tolerance — His Death — Religious Intolerance of his 
Widow — Her Pretended 'Baptism and Death — Hostilities with 
France— Rivalry between France and England— Conduct of Admiral 
Pierre — Firmness of Lord Granville — Hostile Feeling in France 
towards England— Leroy Beaulieu on French Colonies — Their 
Danger to England. 

Despite thg Treaty of 1886, which bestows on Trance the 
power of controlling the foreign policy of the island, and 
cedes to her certain important points on the coast, it is some- 
what premature to consider Madagascar a Trench colony. Yet 
our neighbours are never weary of proclaiming their inde- 
feasible and imprescriptive rights over the island, and their 
actions during the years 1883—1888 certainly prove their evi- 
dent determination to resume that nominal proprietorship which 
existed during the reign of Louis XIV. 

A brief history of the island, dealing more particularly with 
the Trench connection, may not, then, he out of place. 

This connection has been of long date, and although claims 
are laid by the more advanced advocates of a spirited colonial 
policy to the possession of the whole island, in virtue of a 
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formal annexation in the year 1644, yet until recently the 
French haye only openly professed rights of sovereignty over 
the petty islets of Mayotte, Nossi Be, and St. Marie de 
Madagascar. 

The main island lies off the south-eastern coast of South 
Africa, from which it is separated by the Mozambique Channel. 
It is situated bet’ween the 11° 57' and 25° 88' parallels of south 
latitude, and 41° 20' to 50° 31' east longitude ; it has an ex- 
treme length of about 1,030 with a breadth of 350 miles, its 
area being 232,000 square miles, and its population, according 
to different authorities, varies from two to five million souls. 
Grouped around it in mid-ocean lie the fertile islands of 
Mauritius, Reunion, Saint Marie, Nossi Bd, Nossi Faly, Nossi 
hlitsio, Mayotte, and the Comores, all of which, during the 
reign of Louis XYI., formed portions of the possessions of the 
French Crown ; but Mauritius, the largest, richest, and most 
valuable of the group, wdiich had been captured by us in 
1809, was confirmed in our possession by the Treaty of Paris 
of 1814, under the terms of wFich we, on our part, restored 
to France Reunion (or Bourbon), which, together with Mauri- 
tius, had fallen into our hands, by right of conquest, in the 
year 1810. 

It is asserted, and with some show of truth, that Madagas- 
car was known to the ancients, and savants declare that both 
Pliny and Ptolemy refer to it under the various names of 
Phebol, Menuthia, and Cerne. That it was known to the early 
Arabian and Chinese navigators admits of little dispute. 
Edrisi, the famous Arab geographer, in his work on Nubia, 
mentions a personal visit to the island towards the end of the 
thirteenth century, when he found the commerce between 
Madagascar, its neighbouring islands and Asia in the hands of 
the Chinese, who, since the latter part of the ninth century, 
had been steadily engaged in trade with the Malagese. The 
Persians, who named it Serendib, also entered into com- 
mercial relations with the islanders, whom they found adepts 
in business matters, and well inclined towards strangers. 

Marco Polo, on his return from China in 1298, also makes 
mention of the trade at that time existing between the island 
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and the Celestial Empire, and he is, I helieve, the first known 
geographer who refers to it under its present name. 

The connection between Europe and Madagascar dates from 
the commencement of the sixteenth century. For the redis- 
covery of the island we are indebted to those hardy navigators 
the Portuguese, whose skilful and intrepid commanders have 
paved the way to so much of England’s commercial success. 
On the 10th August, 1506, a Portuguese squadron, en route 
for the East Indies, first sighted Madagascar, and its com- 
mander, Fernando Suarez, named it St. Laurent, in honour of 
the day. A few months later Tristan d’Acunha, another of 
those daring Portuguese voyagers, landed on the western shores 
of the island, ignorant of the fact that his compatriot had 
already hoisted his country’s flag on the eastern coast. It was 
not, however, until 1540 that a small body of Portuguese 
missionaries established themselves on a little island just off 
the south-eastern extremity of the mainland. The open 
hostility of the islanders was soon evinced, attacks on the 
mission station were frequent, and finally the little band was 
compelled to return to Europe. The connection, however, 
between Portugal and Madagascar was by no means severed; 
from time to time vessels, on going to or returning from Goa, 
put in to the island in order to maintain commercial relations 
between the two countries, and, if possible, to re-establish a 
mission station. In 1615 the efforts of some monks from 
Goa were so far successful that the King of one of the southern 
States entrusted to them his only son, aged seventeen years, 
who was taken to the Mission College at Goa for his education. 
On his return, a few years later, a fresh attempt was made to 
open a station in the south, near the spot now known as Port 
Dauphin, but this again proved a failure. 

Between the years 1618-1640, both the English and the 
Dutch made attempts to found settlements on the island. A 
company of traders belonging to the latter nation for some 
years actually succeeded in founding a settlement in the Bay 
of Antougil, on the north coast. Sickness, however, decimated 
them, commerce proved inadequate, and in the year 1640 the 
Dutch settlers left the island free for other explorers. 
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It was now the turn of France to step in, and in the year 
1642, at the instigation of a naval officer, de Eigault, of 
Eochelle, a society was formed for the purpose of organizing a 
system of commerce between France and Asia, Eichelieu, 
ever ready to aid in the material progress of his country, threw 
himself heart and soul into the undertaldng, and with his all- 
powerful aid La Socidtd d’Orient was established. Its object 
was to found French colonies in distant waters. Eegardless 
of the rights of the owners of these far-off lands, His Most 
Christian Majesty granted concessions with no niggard hand 
to the new-born Company, and La Sociele d’Orient was en- 
dowed with the sole privilege of carrying on trade with Mada- 
gascar for a period of ten years. 

Of this undertaking Charpentier writes : — 

“ The Cardinal indulged in the hope that our commerce 
would benefit largely from our connection with this island. He 
thought that our relationship with such a distant land would 
act very favourably on our mercantile marine, would increase 
the number of our sailors and of our ships, and would also 
tend to the development of trade. He also hoped that the 
island would serve as a powerful port of call for our fleets 
trading with India.” 

It was to develop Eichelieu’s plans that, on the 1st March, 
1642, a little party of Norman sailors, under the leadership of 
M. de Pronis, embarked at Dieppe on board the good ship 
Saint Louis for the new colony. After six weary months of 
ocean buffeting the little barque sighted the promised land, 
and after many ineffectual visits to different spots on the coast, 
the colonists determined to land at Mangafiala, on the south- 
eastern corner of the island. Unfortunately, the anchorage 
being insecure, and a heavy gale springing up, the Saint Louis 
was driven ashore, her valuable cargo lost, and all means of 
communication with France cut off. 

Months passed, and no news of the adventurers reached 
France. Speculation was rife as to what had happened to the 
expedition, and it was generally conjectured that the little 
barque with its gallant crew had gone to swell the list of the 
many thousand ill-found ships which shall be heard of no more 



until tlie sea gives up her dead. Disheartened but not dis- 
couraged, Rigault made fresh representations to the King, and 
a fresh charter, evidently a transcript of the original one, 
handed over to de Pronis as token of his authority, 'vvas drawn 
up.^ In virtue of the powers thus conferred, some wealthy 
merchants of Pmuen and Dieppe, ever foremost in these distant 
enterprises, fitted out another vessel, and in the autumn of 
1643 the Saint Laurent reached Madagascar, bringing sixty 
fresh colonists to augment de Pronis’ little band. Pever, how- 
ever, the curse of the coast, soon began its deadly work, and 
before the close of the year twenty-six of the new arrivals were 
dead. The inhabitants, too, commenced to show a decided 
hostility ; the French settlers were unable to leave the walls of 
their fort without running the risk of attack, and many valuable 
lives were heedlessly wasted by wanton acts of enmity towards 
the natives. The insalubrity of Mangafiala, coupled with the 
undisguised animosity of the Malagese, induced de Pronis to 
move his little party further south ; and towards the spring of 
1648 a formidable work, well armed with cannon, w^^as finished 
on the promontory of Talangar. It w^as named Fort Dauphin. 
There w'as a fair harbour at the spot, so that vessels going to 
and returning from India w’ere easily able to open up com- 
munications 'with their compatriots in Madagascar ; but, al- 
though the spot was well suited in many respects, it was soon 
discovered that the natives of the province were even more 
hostile than those at Mangafiala. Internal dissensions also 
agitated the colonists : de Pronis -was a Protestant, and much 
opposed to the proselytizing spirit shown by the Catholic 
missionaries attached to the party. These men then, as now, 
showed no mercy towards those whom they are pleased to call 
heretics, and they found means, on the arrival of the Loyal in 
1644, with ninety fresh colonists, to send a messenger to Paris 
conveying the gravest charges against the Governor of the 
colony. Not content with awaiting the issue of this attempt 
to remove their chief, the malcontents broke into open mutiny, 
seized de Pronis, put him in irons, and appointed one Leroy 
Governor in his stead. The arrival of a ship of war quelled 
* See Appendix No. I, 
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the mutiny ; the captain released the imprisoned Governor, and 
at his suggestion conveyed a number of the more disaffected 
back to France. The reports of Captain du Bourg to the 
Minister of Marine warned the French Government of the 
necessity of changing the administration of the young colony, 
and a Monsieur de Flacourt, to whom we are indebted for one 
of the most interesting books on the island, was despatched in 
1648 to relieve de Pronis of the command. But though the 
new Governor acted with spirit and determination, annexing 
in the name of the King the entire island of Madagascar, 
matters still continued on the same unsatisfactory footing. The 
zeal of the missionaries outran their discretion, and gave rise 
to innumerable conflicts between the French and the natives, 
whose hostility showed itself in other than open acts of war ; 
all intercourse with the settlers was forbidden, and de Flacourt 
fi.nally was compelled to open up communications with the 
island of St. Marie by means of boats, in order to obtain the 
necessaries of life. 

Be Pronis’ return to France was the signal for a fresh attempt 
at the colonization of the island. He succeeded in winning 
the favour of the Duke de la Meilleraye, a wealthy and ambitious 
nobleman of exceedingly enterprising spirit. The Duke, struck 
by de Pronis’ undoubtedly exaggerated accounts of the riches 
to be obtained in the new colony, fitted out a squadron, and 
formally took possession of the island of St. Marie de Mada- 
gascar about the close of the year 1656. Thus two conflicting 
interests were at -work in the island — La Societd d’Orient on 
the one hand, the Duke de la Meilleraye on the other; but, 
after a time, the energy, wealth, and influence of the Duke 
overcame all obstacles, and, finally, the working of the Societe 
d’Orient, so far as Madagascar was concerned, was entirely 
placed in his hands. Until his death, in 1663, matters flowed 
on smoothly enough ; fortunes were rapidly made, and the 
promoters of the Company rivalled the old Dutch founders of 
the East India Company of Holland in riches. Unfortunately, 
the heirs of the Duke did not inherit his ardent spirit, and it 
became necessary to reconstitute the Company, which, under 
Meilleraye’ s guidance, promised to bring commercial prosperity 
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to France. The undoubted riches of the island were too 
attractive a hait to lie long unnoticed, and in the spring of 1664 
a series of highly coloured reports were submitted to the King, 
who was pleased to grant a fresh charter to a fresh Company,^'" 
and the command of the expedition was entrusted to a 
M. do Mondevergue. 

Louis XIV. accorded the warmest support to the new under- 
taking ; he subscribed the enormous sum of three millions and 
a half livres towards the capital, nominated a Bishop to the 
See of Madagascar, and threw open the Eoyal dockyards for 
the equipment of the fleet destined to convey the personnel of 
the Company to their new home. The action of the King was 
contagious. In every city in France large sums were subscribed 
to the venture, and young men vied with each other in obtaining 
appointments to the promised land. Every seaport of im- 
portance furnished its quota towards the fleet that was to return 
to French harbours laden with gold and ebony. 

In the spring of 1666 the great expedition set sail from 
Rochelle, and after many vicissitudes from the tempestuous state 
of the weather and severe losses from scurvy — over 400 souls 
perished on the voyage — the squadron put into Reunion to 
refit, and after a short stay at that island reached Fort Dauphin 
in the autumn of the same year. The work of disenchantment 
soon commenced. Instead of finding a land flowing with milk 
and honey, peopled with smiling nations eager for civilization 
and the Gospel, Mondevergue was welcomed by a half-starved 
band of French colonists, the remnants of Meilleraye’s unfor- 
tunate party. A small quantity of rice was all the food left in 
the magazines of the Fort ; their flour and wine had been con- 
sumed many months previously, and the garrison had often been 
subjected to the most terrible privations for water. Heavy rain 
at certain seasons filled the tanks in the Fort, but when these had 
run dry, the little force was compelled to collect their daily store 
from a spring some three miles distant, which was, indeed, their 
only dependable supply. Many of the original colonists had 
married natives, and had themselves in self-defence embraced 
idolatry. With such examples before their eyes, it is not to be 
* See Appendix Ko. I. 
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wondered at that the members of the new expedition clamoured 
to be relieved from the intolerable burden of settling in such an 
inhospitable country. Sickness had been busy amongst them 
ever since leaving Edunion, and Mondevergue judged it wisest 
to abandon all thought of remaining in Madagascar, and deter- 
mined to return to France. On his arrival in France the outcry 
against him raised itself still louder, and, in obedience to the 
vulgar clamour, he was tried on the most absurd charges and 
thrown into inison, where he soon afterwards died. 

Undismayed by the many unsuccessful attempts to colonize 
the island, another expedition, on even a more gigantic scale 
than that of M. Mondevergue’s, was undertaken by M. de la Haye 
in 1670. A fresh garrison was thrown into Fort Dauphin, and, 
profiting by the experience of his predecessors, the new Grovernor 
instituted a rdgime of the strictest virtue. All intercourse between 
the soldiery and the women of the country, proverbially immoral 
and lascivious, was absolutely forbidden. This was little in 
accordance with the temperament of the French freebooter, and 
de la Haye found himself confronted by a formidable mutiny. 
Little by little his numbers decreased, and at last, like de Pronis, 
and Flacourt, and Mondevergue before him, de la Haye 
reluctantly came to the conclusion that colonization on the 
coasts of Madagascar was impossible. In 1674, the arrival of 
a vessel from France gave the disappointed emigrants the long 
wished-for opportunity. Sixty-four men, the remnant of 4,000 
Frenchmen who started with him, embarked on the Dimherquoise 
for Surat, leaving the island untenanted by any official represen- 
tative of France. 

In short, the Grande Compagnie de I’Orient et de Madagascar 
found itself unable to pay to His Most Christian Majesty of 
France its annual tribute of one golden crown and one golden 
sceptre. Its charter consequently lapsed ; but Louis XIV. was 
by no means willing to permit the island to fall a prey to other 
nations, and readily falling in with the suggestions of his 
Ministers, he issued a decree,* in the year 1685, annulling the 
grant of the island to the defaulting Company, and formally re- 
annexing it to the kingdom of France. 

* Bee Appendix Ho. III. 
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In short, being unable to hold the island, yet unwilling 
to lose it, Louis XIV. thought that a mere proclamation 
would be all that was necessary to make it an hereditary fief of 
the French Crown. Even modern French authors advance the 
same opinion. The talented M. Jules Duval writes, in his 
excellent work “ Les Colonies et la Politique Coloniale de la 
France ” : — 

“Jamais colonie n’a 6t4 rattachde a une metropole par un 
acte plus solennel et plus expres, reunissant toutes les conditions 
voulues en ce temps de colonisation aventureuse,” 

Still no French representative was left in Madagascar, nor do 
we even hear of French explorers until in 1783 de Cossigny, 
and in 1745 La Bourdonnais, visited the west coast. It was in 
accordance with the strong representations of the last-named 
gallant Admiral that M. Dumas, Governor of the Isle of France, 
sent a small force to Foulpointe with a view of opening up 
commercial communications between the two islands. For some 
years this plan met with the most complete success, and the 
Isles of France and of Bourbon began to look to Madagascar for 
their supplies of live-stock. Indeed at one time, in 1773, through 
the energy and perseverance of a Polish settler named Benyow'sld, 
there seemed a great probability of the whole island passing 
into the hands of the French ; but the injudicious treatment this 
man received created in him an enemy wFo succeeded in thwart- 
ing all designs of the French Ministry, and in 1775 •we again 
find the island deserted by all official Frenchmen. 

Missionaries, however, -were far from idle, and the Jesuits, ever 
foremost in thrusting themselves into positions of danger and 
difficulty, where souls are to be saved, saw in Madagascar a fresh 
field for their labours. The vie-ws of these missionaries of llio 
last century are of the more interest in these days, when wm 
find Monsignor Freppel and the Church party in France support- 
ing the Third Kepublic in its colonial policy. 

In 1779, Monsieur Durocher was despatched from rOrient 
for the purpose of establishing a mission in the island. He was 
also furnished with instructions from the French Government to 
report as to the possibility of reconstituting the lost colony. 
His words are worth quoting : — 
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“No, sir,” wrote the priest to the Minister of Marine, “there 
is no need for troops in Madagascar, all we require are French 
colonists, men of austere lives and manners, men of honour and 
of probity, to whom the King should accord all those advantages 
usually granted to infant colonies. They should be married 
men, and in time their descendants would form a force from 
which, if needful, the forces of the colony would be drawn. 
The neighbourhood of Fort Dauphin offers scanty resources. 
Tamatave is situated in the middle of the coast line, and in a 
most fertile country. As to the spread of religion, I see but 
one obstacle, and that is in the immorality of our own country- 
men. The people and the chiefs show marked confidence in 
the French priests ; they bring me their infants to baptize and 
their elder children to instruct ; even the adults join in the 
services of our Church with a devotion and respect which is in 
marked contrast with the attitude of our own settlers. They 
witnessed my departure with regrets and tears. The promise 
I made them that I would speedily return with other priests 
consoled them not a little, and I count on your assistance, 
Monseigneur, to fulfil this promise.” 

The outbreak of the Revolution put an end to the efforts of 
the Missionary as well as to the designs of the Minister. On 
his return to France, in 1789, in order to lay his plans before 
the King, Durooher found his country plunged into an abyss 
of misery wherein she is still wallowing. The determination 
of the great European Powmrs to put an end to the proselytiz- 
ing efforts of Revolutionary France, and to stamp out, at all 
cost, the foul Communistic plague, the spread of which the 
leaders of the Convention were encouraging by all the means 
at their disposal, prevented the French Government from aid- 
ing any further in the establishment of new colonies. Canada 
and India had been lost to Louis, the armies of Monarchical 
Europe were thundering at the doors of Republican France, and 
all her efforts were needed for her own self-preservation. The 
Republic passed through its various phases, the Empire rose 
and fell, and it was not until the Monarchy was once more firmly 
established that France was able to turn her thoughts to that 
great African island which she still hopes to see pass under the 
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sway of the Tricolour. But while changes had taken place in 
Europe equally great changes had been enacted in the East. 
The -victorious fleets of Great Britain had wrested from France 
Mauritius and Bourbon ; and though the latter had in a momont 
of weakness been retroceded to the French Monarch by the 
Treaty of Paris of 1814, French supremacy and French prestige 
had received a fatal blow in the Indian Seas. Changes, too, had 
taken place in Madagascar. Little by little the Howas, never 
friendly to the French, had shown themselves the dominant 
power in the island, and in 1810 Eadama I., a member of that 
tribe, was recognized by the chiefs of all other tribes as King 
of Madagascar. The value of Madagascar for commercial pur- 
poses w^as accurately foreseen by Sir Eobert Farquhar, one of 
the early Governors of the Mauritius, after that island became 
a British colony. He speedily opened up communications with 
the Court of Eadama I., and cemented an alliance wEich con- 
tinues to this day between the two countries. British mission- 
aries performed the solemn ceremonials of the Church of Eng- 
land in spots where the gorgeous rites of the Eomish priesthood 
had hitherto cast a glamour over a credulous and superstitious 
race. Schools presided over by Protestant pastors Avere scattered 
throughout the land, and when, in 1830, the French endeavoured 
to regain the position lost by the abandonment of the island in 
lG8o, they found British influence too strong. In vain did the 
Governor of Bourbon adduce old treaties and old deeds of annex- 
ation in proof of French sovereignty over the kingdom of the 
Hovas. Sir Eobert Farquhar put his own inteiqDretaiion on 
the terms of the Treaty of Paris, and refused to recognize 
French claims, based as they were on the flimsy vapourings of 
worthless documents — documents that had lain dormant in the 
Ministry of Marine for over 150 years, and which, even when 
the ink was still wet, had never possessed more than a fictitious 
value in the eyes of French Ministers. In this lie wms supported 
by the Home Government, and in 1817 a treaty was concluded 
between Eadama I. and the English, in which, to the annoyance 
of the French, who still laid claim to many points on the main 
island, that potentate was styled King of Madagascar. 

The French, however, were determined to maintain their 
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riglits to tlie variotis mission stations occupied by tlieir com- 
patriots prior to the Eevolution, and in 1818 Monsieur Sylvain 
de Eoux solemnly took possession of the island of St. Marie de 
Madagascar, in virtue of a treaty entered into in 1650 between 
the Duke de la Meilleraye and the ruler of the islet. He also 
occupied Nossi B6, as well as Tamatave, Fort Dauphin, and 
Tintaque, on the main island. Radama was by no means .pre- 
pared to acquiesce in these acts of aggression. For more than 
a century and a half no official Frenchmen had resided in 
Madagascar ; the efforts of M. de la Haye .in 1670 to re- 
establish a settlement on the great African island had been 
the last attempt on the part of the Grovernment, and since 
then Radama had overpowered the Sakalaves and consolidated 
his power throughout the length and breadth of the island. 
It is true that the Jesuits had never wholly abandoned their 
hold on Madagascar ; but the fact of French missionaries being 
permitted to pursue their calling in undisturbed peace scarcely 
gave France a claim to the possession of a kingdom which, 
though it had been formally annexed by de Flaeourt in the 
middle of the seventeenth century on behalf of His Most 
Christian Majesty of France, had been abandoned twenty-five 
years later as an unprofitable possession. Now that the 
English were in possession of the Mauritius, Madagascar 
assumed a new value, and M. de Eoux throw up petty works 
at all the stations occupied and held them with French troops. 
Eadama’s remonstrances were unheeded; to his demands for 
the removal of these armed forces no answers were returned. 
At last, ill 18‘25, the King, at the head of a considerable body 
of men, attacked and drove the French out of Foulpoiute and 
Tamatave. For four years France took no notice of this act of 
just retribution, but on the death of Radama, and on the refusal 
of his successor, Queen Ranavolana, to afford any satisfaction, 
a punitive expedition was organized in Bourbon, and on the 
9th of July, 1829, arrived before Tamatave. No reply being 
vouchsafed to the French ultimatum the squadron bombarded 
Tintaque and Tamatave, and a landing-party was disembarked 
to efiect a still greater punishment. The season of the year 
more than the opposition of the Hovas caused the destruction 
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of this body of men, and before reinforcements could arrive from 
Euroi^e, the Eevolntion of July, 1830, put a stop to further 
hostilities, and led to the abandonment of all the points already 
occupied on the main island, 

Jesuit missionaries, however, still carried on their work, in 
the hopes of supplanting the curse of Protestantism. Iii re- 
counting the difficulties under which they laboured, M. de la 
Vaissike, in his interesting work, “Histoiro de Madagascar, ses 
Habitants et ses Missionaires,” writes : — 

‘‘ It will be of interest to my readers to recount succinctly the 
foes which the missionaries of Christ have daily to face in the 
island of Madagascar. 

“ The first and the most tenacious of these enemies is the 
attachment of the natives to the superstitions and customs of their 
own country. If we do not actually come across idols of wood 
and stone it is because the natives do believe in a God, and 
do not think He can be worthily represented by carved images. 

“ The second great difficulty rve have to contend with is the 
gross immorality prevalent in the island, and its attendant vices 
of lying, avarice, and drunkenness. 

“ To superstition and immorality we must add, as a third 
plague, the curse of Protestantism, a veritable disease sowui 
by false prophets of God in almost every house in the land.” 

Protestantism, this third plague that blights French mission- 
ary enterprise in Madagascar, is so closely allied to the questions 
which bind English interests with those of the unfortunato 
Hovas, that France has taken special care, in the recent treaties 
of 1886, to retain in her own hands the foreign relations of 
the island, and the consequent power of striking at English 
supremacy by the expulsion of English missionaries. 

As long as Protestantism is the dominant religion so long 
will English counsels prevail, and it is interesting to note how 
keen has been the struggle between the rival religions, how 
often the disputes that have arisen between the French and the 
English and the Malagese have been owing to the action of 
missionaries, and how often these men have been employed as 
earthly envoys to intervene between tbe Courts of St. James 
and of Antananarivo. 
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In 1830 the Governor of Bourbon made a fresh effort to 
resuscitate French influence on the island, which since 1820 
had been entirely abandoned even by the missionaries. Mon- 
sieur do Solages, a Jesuit priest, was despatched on a mission 
to Antananarivo, furnished with credentials to Queen Banavo- 
laua, who had succeeded Eadama I. ; and though ostensibly his 
mission was one of peace, undertaken with a view of re- 
establishing the Catholic Church on the island, it had, in 
reality, no other object than that of opening up commercial 
relations, with the ulterior design of carrying out the tiine- 
wcrn i3rojeet of placing Madagascar under French protection. 
The Queen appears to have given orders for General Fever to 
oppose the advance of the French priest, who died ere he 
reached the capital. He died, a prey to chagrin and to fever 
before he had time to open up any communication with the 
natives ; hunger and misery, too, worked their part in his end. 
He fell a victim to Pagan superstition, and to the heretical 
intolerance of the English Methodists. The jealous missionaries 
of the Society of London guilty of such a crime did not reap for 
long any profit from it,’' writes the French historian, de la 
Vaissim’6. His prophecy was fulfilled, for in 1835 Queen 
Eanavolana ordered the expulsion of the greater part of the 
missionaries of all denominations from her territories. She 
showed herself decidedly hostile to all Europeans, and, by a line 
of conduct much at variance with that pursued by her predeces- 
sors, nearly provoked a conflict with the great Western Powers. 

Undeterred by the death of M. de Solages, the French 
Government despatched a fresh ambassador in the person of 
M. Dalmond, another Jesuit priest, and by his exertions treaties 
were entered into with the dispossessed King of the Sakalaves, 
in virtue of which the islands of Mayotte, NossiBd, and certain 
spots on the main island, which he alleged belonged to his 
ancestors, though now they were in possession of the Hovas, 
ivere ceded to Prance. The treaty is of interest, as on it rests 
the French claims to the partition of the main island."' 

It is on the strength of this extraordinary document, -wrung 
from an exile King by the wiles of a scheming Jesuit, that 
* Bee Appendix lY. 
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France bases ber claim to the sovereignty of the island : she 
forgets that Tsimandroho was signing away territories which 
had been conquered from him thirty years previously by the 
Hovas, and that the whole essence of the treaty lay in the 
French aiding him to reconquer his lost possessions. This 
they neglected to do ; and thus, having failed in their share of 
the treaty, it is difficult to realize on what legal or moral grounds 
they now claim its execution. 

In order the more clearly to establish French rights over the 
lost kingdom of Tsimandroho, Monsieur Dalmond, as inter- 
preter, accompanied the Mission of Captain Passot to the 
islands of Mayotte and Nossi Be, and drew up subsidiary 
treaties with Andriantsoly, the Sultan of the former, and 
Tsiomeko, the Queen of the latter isle. In 1840 formal 
possession was taken of these places, and plans drawn up for 
converting Mayotte into an important military position. 
Engineer officers were despatched from France, workmen 
collected on the spot, and for some years operations were 
pushed on with varying vigour. At times, a handsome credit 
being voted to the Minister of Marine, a fresh fort was com- 
menced ; at others, when funds were low, all work wm sus- 
pended. For some years the project has fallen into abeyance, 
and now Mayotte is nothing but a loicturesque islet, surrounded 
with dangerous reefs, endow’ed with an administration costing 
the mother country close on 4^12,000 a year, surmounted 
with crumbling forts and half-finished barracks. Several 
hundred thousand pounds have been expended in perfecting 
its harbour, and in the construction of the now-abandoned, 
half-finished forts. It is not a military station, neither can it 
in any sense of the word be considered a colony : it is a stand- 
ing monument — one of many — to the ineptitude of the French 
for transplanting themselves to other soils, and to the folly of 
attempting to create strategic positions in spots where strategy 
can never be called into play. 

Between 1840 and 1849 the French Government was on the 
one hand endeavouring to convert the group of islets on the 
north-western coast of the islands into a strong position, in 
order to counteract the influence of the British in Mauritius, 
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The Catholic missionaries, on the other, were penetrating into 
the heart of the main island, with a view of overturning the 
dominant influence of the Protestants, whose power was daily 
on the increase. But the Sakalaves, irritated at the refusal of 
the French to carry out their promise of regaining from the 
Ilovas the lost possessions of King Tsimandroho, after re- 
peated demands that the treaty should be fulfilled, rose against 
the settlement in Nossi Bd, and large numbers crossing over 
from the main island made common cause with the local tribes. 
For some time the little colony was in extreme danger, but 
reinforcements arriving from Mayotte enabled the French to 
repulse their assailants with heavy loss ; and the timely arrival 
of a vessel of war further permitted the Commandant to follow 
up the enemy to their homes in Madagascar. In the short 
campaign which followed, the Jesuit priests showed themselves 
ever foremost in danger, and by their knowledge of the lan- 
guage proved of invaluable aid ; their fearlessness adding much 
to the esteem in which they were previously held. There is 
no doubt that the conduct of the Sakalaves was partly induced 
by the abolition of the slave trade in the French colonies — 
one of the first acts of the Second Eepublic. Striking as it 
did at the root of ancient institutions, and depriving native 
proprietors of a large portion of their disposable property (for 
the sale of slaves was attended with less trouble than the 
transfer of land, and was one of the most fruitful sources of 
wealth in the island), the abolition of slavery, without any 
adequate recompense being made to the slaveholders, was a 
grievance which the natives were not slow to add to their other 
just complaints against their conquerors. 

The crushing losses inflicted on the natives during this out- 
break, follow'ed as it soon was by the death of Tsimandroho, 
had the effect of reducing the Sakalaves to submission, and 
for the future the French dwelt unmolested in their newly- 
acquired islands. Jealous of the position acquired by the 
English on the mainland, the Jesuits, working in conjunction 
with the authorities in Paris, determined to effect a settlement 
there likewise. The old treaty with Tsimandroho was again 
brought into requisition and in the year 1850 a small party of 
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missionaries, under eoYer of the guns of the brig-of-war Victor, 
threw up a mission station in the Bay of Baly, on the west 
coast of the island. The seamen and artificers of the man-of- 
war aided the missionaries in their labours ; and the arrival of 
the expedition being timed to correspond with a threatened 
attack of the Hovas on the Sakalave coast, had an appearance 
of the open assistance of the French being at last accorded to 
the successors of Tsimandroho. But a station on the sea-coast 
Avas not the point aimed at by the Jesuits; and the following 
extracts from the journal of Father Finaz clearly demonstrate 
the double objects French Missions ever have in AueAV : — 

“Tamatavjs, J 2 ml 10, 1855. 

“ Here Ave are at Tamatave Avith M. de Lastelle. In a 
private conversation I had Avith that gentleman he told me 
that the moment Avas not propitious for my proceeding to the 
capital of the Hovas. He will endeavour, nevertheless, to 
procure me, as soon as possible, the necessary permission for 
embarking on this journey, in the guise either of an artist or 
as a savant. 

‘‘ The French Protectorate OA'er Madagascar, said M. de 
Lastelle, is my aim, and the object of all my desires. It is 
to this end that M. Laborde is at Antananarivo, and for this that 
I have been Avorking for years ” ! ! 

M. Laborde plays such an important part in the history of 
the relations between France and Madagascar that it is neces- 
sary to refer briefly to his career. Born at Auch in 1806, he 
Avas destined for employment in the house of a near relative, 
the head of a mercantile establishment in Pondicherry. Pie- 
turning from India in 1831, he AA^'as shipwrecked on the eastern 
coast of Madagascar, near Fort Dauphin, and received much 
kindness and hospitality from M. Arnoux, the only representa- 
tive of his country then on the island. This gentleman, a 
partner in a Marseilles firm which possessed an important 
branch in Beunion, had established a valuable coffee and sugar 
plantation at the mouth of the Mdhala river, in the province of 
Antatsiman. Up to the death of Kadama I. this enterprise 
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flomislied greatly, and M. Laborde, wbo bad abandoned bis 
Indian connection and thrown in bis lot with M. Arnoux, 
aided not a little in tbe financial success of tbe work. But on 
tbe accession to power of Queen Eanavolana, every obstacle 
was thrown in tbe way of Europeans : exorbitant taxes were 
levied ; workmen were forbidden to engage themselves on their 
properties ; and soon it became apparent that tbe action of tbe 
Queen would paralyze European industry. 

M. Arnoux determined to proceed to tbe capital, and to 
solicit an interview with tbe Queen, in order to obtain her per- 
sonal interference to put a stop to a policy of aggression, of 
which be felt convinced she was ignorant. His mission was 
successful ; but fever, contracted in crossing tbe swampy dis- 
tricts between tbe Mdbala and Antananarivo, caused bis death 
within a few weeks of bis return. His share of tbe planta- 
tions was inherited by. bis nephew, M. de Lastelle, a hardy 
sea-captain of St. Malo — a port which has produced some of 
tbe finest characters and most daring navigators France can 
boast of. 

Messieurs Laborde and Lastelle, now secure of the Queen’s 
support, imported from their mother country a strong con- 
tingent of European assistants. Availing themselves of the 
local coal and iron, they established foundries and supplied the 
neighbouring tribes, and even the islands of Edunion and 
Mauritius, with agricultural tools. They furnished the Queen’s 
forces with weapons, and, at the instigation of the Jesuit 
missionaries, aided her in the suppression of a revolt by the 
loan of a steamer which plied between their head-quarters and 
Bourbon. Such a line of conduct reaped its own reward. The 
enterprising French merchants obtained a formal recognition 
by the Queen of the concession of their estate from the local 
chieftains, and she also removed all import and export dues at 
Mehala. 

There is no doubt that it was through the influence of 
Eakoto, the heir apparent, that these gentlemen were able to 
effect so much. A man of some ability, the Crown Prince was 
addicted to sensual pleasures; in these and the luxuries of 
the table he was encouraged by his French friends, who grafted 
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on Mm a veneer of Parisian civilization. They were never 
weary of pointing out to Mm the shortcomings of the Queen, 
and of explaining that his subordinate position was one 
wanting in dignity, and was mainly due to the intrigues of the 
English, who possessed much influence over Ms mother. In 
fact, as M. Laborde owns, his every effort for a quarter of a 
century was devoted towards the establishment of a French 
Protectorate over the island. So far back as 1847 M. Lambert 
induced Prince Eakoto to communicate his desire to enter into 
negotiations with the French Government with a view of ob- 
taining their assistance to the dethronement of his mother, and 
his assumption of the kingly power under the protection of the 
Court of Louis Philippe; but the changes that were then 
taking place in France precluded the possibility of any inter- 
ference in distant seas, and so the opi^ortunity was lost. 

Messieurs Laborde and Lastelle were much aided, not only 
in their commercial enterprise, but also in their designs for the 
establishment of a French Protectorate over Madagascar, by a 
Monsieur Lambert, a Avealthy merchant in the Mauritius, who 
made use of his position in the British island to warn his 
coadjutors of all steps made by the British GoA^ernment 
toAvards the cementing of a British alliance Avith the Court of 
Antananarivo. Constant communications passed betAveen Port 
St. Louis and Mdhala, and on any important occasion M. 
Lambert himself Avould proceed to hladagascar in order to aid 
Avith his counsel and j>rcsence his African colleagues. It Avas 
on one of these visits that permission Avas demanded of 
Eanavolana for a French mission station to be located on the 
main island. 

A feAv months later, in company Avith M. Laborde and M, 
do Lastelle, the Jesuit priest, Pere Finaz, under the guise of 
an artist, succeeded in reaching the capital, and Avhilst enjoy- 
ing the hospitality of the Queen, persuaded Prince Eakoto and 
some other discontented spirits to entrust him Avith letters 
to the Emperor Napoleon III., Legging the French monarch 
that he would take the entire island under Ms protection. 


* (See Appendix Y. 
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It is needless to say this letter was kept from the eyes of the 
Queen. 

The joint efforts of the merchant and the priest were, however, 
unsuccessful. The Queen would appear to have had her sus- 
picions aroused hy the profusion of presents which were 
showered around, and though she repaid these crafty dealings 
with regal hospitality, she took energetic measures to prevent 
other French settlers from establishing themselves on the coast. 
A M. Darvoy, who had erected a factory at Amhavatoby, on the 
north-western coast, was ordered to quit the country. He not 
only refused to listen to the Royal messengers, but threatened to 
answer force with force, k strong body of Hovas was marched 
against him, and a sharp engagement ensued ; his buildings 
were destroyed, and he unfortunately perished in the defence, 
though the ships’ guns which he had mounted on the walls of 
his factory inflicted heavy loss on the Hovas. An officer and 
four sailors belonging to a merchant vessel were also seized as 
they were endeavouring to open up negotiations with some natives 
in the neighbourhood of Fort Dauphin. 

In the meantime, the English missionaries remained un- 
molested, and the old rivalry between the two Western Powers 
was here fought out with pristine bitterness, the French Jesuits 
being aided by the Crown Prince Rakoto, the English Protestants 
by the Queen Regnant ; and whilst Father Finaz was clan- 
destinely visiting the capital in the character of an artist and 
musician, the Reverend Mr. Ellis was openly pursuing his 
double calling of delegate from the Foreign Office and chief 
of the Church Missionary Society’s establishment. 

M. Lambert, armed with the letter from Prince Rakoto and 
the appeal from some of the head men of the capital, proceeded 
to Paris, in the hopes of inducing the Emperor to annex the 
island. But the Crimean War was barely ended, the Anglo- 
French alliance was at its height, the British Government was 
decidedly averse to a dual control, and Napoleon equally un- 
desirous of arousing English susceptibilities by undertaking the 
Protectorate of the island. To the despair of the zealous 
Frenchmen in Madagascar, the Court of the Tuilleries contented 
itself with a formal acknowledgment of the communication 
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kid before it by M. Lambert, but declined all interference in 
tbe matter. Thus were the hopes of a French Protectorate, even 
of official encouragement, dashed to the ground. 

The conduct of the French Jesuits was not without its fruits. 
Conceited in deceit, it brought forth bloodshed. Eanavolana, 
fearing that the French intrigues would result in open rebellion, 
and seeing Prince Eakoto in close correspondence with the 
Europeans, who she knew desired the annexation of her island, 
took the usual semi-civilized method of strengthening her 
position. Wholesale executions took place of those suspected 
even of holding communications with the French, and the 
Governor of the Mauritius was communicated with, with a view 
of preventing the return to Madagascar of M. Lambert. That 
official, foreseeing that, in the present temper of the Queen, 
neglect of her reasonable wishes -would in all probability lead to 
a renewal of the prohibition of commerce between the two 
islands, issued a proclamation, desiring all English subjects and 
all foreigners resident in his government to abstain from inter- 
fering in any way with the internal affairs of Madagascar, warn- 
ing them that such acts would interrupt the harmonious relations 
then existing between the Courts of St. James and Antananarivo, 
and would, under the Penal Code of the island, be punishable 
with imprisonment and deportation from the Mauritius. 

There was no mistaking the purport of Governor Higginson’s 
proclamation ; it was directed against Messieurs Lambert and 
Lastelle, French residents in the English colony, wffio had j)ro- 
ceeded to the capital of Madagascar, accompanied hy a Jesuit 
missionary in the guise of an artist, in order to foment discord, 
and thus pave the way for French intervention ; and who had 
farther connived at the establishment of a Jesuit mission at 
Antananarivo hy persuading the Queen to entrust them with 
the task of procuring two doctors to attend her sick son, wdien 
they, regardless of the means to attain their desired end, 
succeeded in introducing more priests to her capital in the 
garb of physicians. 

The representations of the Queen to the British Governor 
were followed up hy the expulsion of the Jesuit missionaries 
from the capital ; their hypocrisy had at length been unmasked j 
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"blit they still were able to continue their labours at Baly, which 
now became the market for the export of free labourers ” to Ee- 
union under the very eyes of the Jesuit priests, and, unchecked 
by them, a veritable slave-trade grew up between Madagascar 
'and the French island of Eeunion. This infernal human 
traffic, once commenced, swung on w'ith vigour, and, as has since 
happened in the Southern Seas, whenever free labourers saw an 
opportunity, they rose on their captors ; and though these revolts 
were more generally suppressed with savage cruelty, cases did 
not unfrequently occur where officers and men were massacred 
and the slaves found themselves free again. 

The kidnapping of slaves in the face of solemn treaty 
engagements with European Powers was permitted to proceed 
unchecked by the French Government, though constant represen- 
tations were made by Queen Eanavolana to the Governor of 
Reunion ; but when the captain of a slaver was murdered by the 
blacks in an attempt to escape from the ships to which they had 
been conveyed, h droit et Vhonneur of France was insulted, and 
a corvette was despatched to the coast of Madagascar to demand 
reparation. Unfortunately, the mission station of Baly, as we 
have seen, had been made the head-quarters of a slave-trade, and 
in punishing the unfortunate Sakalaves for their attempt to 
avoid the perils of slavery, not only were all the villages in the 
vicinity of Baly bombarded and destroyed, but the mission 
property too was absolutely ruined. The captain of the corvette, 
whose authority was limited to his quarter-deck, and whose 
power did not range beyond cannon-shot, issued a proclamation 
solemnly declaring Queen Ranavolana deposed, and levied a 
fine of 14,000 piasters (close on £3,000) on the villages which 
had been made to feel the weight of his wrath. In commenting 
on this proceeding the Jesuit Father Jouen says : Si la justice 
de la Prance avait dtd lente k venir elle n’en etait que plus 
terrible.” 

The effects, however, of the punishment were more apparent 
than real, and fell with greater weight on the missionaries than 
on the natives ; for, while the latter escaped scathless, the 
former were compelled to abandon the station and to proceed to 
Nossi Be in the corvette, so as to avoid the just resentment of 
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the Sakalaves. Six months after the bombardment all the 
villages were rebuilt, not a sou of the indemnity had been paid, 
and the authority of the Queen was paramount in the district 
whence she had been formally deposed by the captain of a French 
man-of-war. In fact the only memento of the bombardment was 
to be discovered in the charred ruins of the Jesuit mission 
buildings. 

Checked in Madagascar itself, the zeal of the missionaries 
allowed them no rest ; their next station was Foinboni, in tlio 
Comores Islands, at which some ten years previously a member 
of their fraternity had made the acquaintance of the reigning 
Queen. Although the rulers were strict Mahomedans, and tlio 
missionaries felt there was small chance that they would ever 
listen to the truth of the Christian religion, yet the labours of 
the Jesuits, as we have seen, -were not all spiritual, nor wms their 
success so apparent in this as in the political line. Jesuits have 
ever been striking statesmen. Fomboni was the capital of one 
of the largest islands in the Comores group ; it possessed a good 
harbour and offered fair facilities for commerce, being a con- 
venient resting-place for vessels trading from Zanzibar to Fd- 
unioii. The missionaries, therefore, w'ere justified in endeavour- 
ing to obtain the cession of the country to France : they were 
successful beyond measure. In the spring of 1861 the Queen 
addressed an urgent appeal to the Commandant of Mayotte, 
throwing herself on French protection, and ceding her posses- 
sions to the Emperor.* 

Such M appeal could not bo disregarded, and two vessels, the 
JSieine’ and tbe Perle, were despatched to Mohely in the July 
following, when formal possession of the island was taken, and 
the Mahomeclan chiefs, who had suggested the propriety of 
demanding English, not French aid, were deported by the 
senior naval officer to a colony where, by personal observation, 
they could learn the true state of French greatness. 

In the meantime affairs on the main island -were reacliing a 
climax. To worship the rising sun had been the constant aim 
of tbe Jesuit missionaries during their stay in the capital. 
Queen Kanavolana, as we have seen, had shown no disposition 
* Appendix Ho. YII. 
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to favour tliem at tlie expense of their Protestant fellow- 
workers, and their interference in the internal politics of the 
kingdom had irritated her in no small degree. Turning, there- 
fore, from the Queen, the French made every effort to win over 
to their side the Crown Prince, Eakoto Eadama. This policy 
was an admirable one, for, on the death of the Queen, in August 
1861, and on the accession of Eadama II., the Jesuits natu- 
rally found themselves in high favour. An invitation from the 
King to visit the capital was followed up by a permission for 
them to carry on their mission work throughout the territory 
of the Hovas. "" I have but one thought, but one desire,” w'rote 
the King, “ and that is, that the torch of true religion and of 
civilization should burn through the length and breadth of my 
kingdom.” 

Further than this, the young King, Eadama II., still under 
the influence which M. Lambert and Father Jouen exercised 
over him, consented to enter into a treaty with the French, 
granting them certain privileges, to the exclusion of other 
nations. He also bestowed on the first-named gentleman the 
cession in perpetuity of an enormous tract of land in the 
vicinity of Mdhala. M. Lambert, we have seen, played a most 
important part in the negotiations between France and Mada- 
gascar, and this act of cession* therefore presents many points 
of interest. 

Armed with full authority from King Eadama, and bearing 
with him the text of a draft treaty which he himself had 
drawn up, M. Lambert proceeded to Paris, on the congenial 
task of obtaining from the Emperor Napoleon III. the ratifica- 
tion of an alliance which was to secure for France a prepon- 
derating influence in the great African island. M. Lambert 
was accompanied by a Jesuit priest, who was also the bearer of 
a missive to the Pope, soliciting the prayers of His Holiness on 
behalf of the young King. But the Ambassador’s mission w^as 
not wholly political. Well versed in the mysteries of Company 
floating, M. Lambert endeavoured to interest in his own behalf 
a group of Parisian speculators, feeling convinced that the 


* See Appendix No. Vin. 
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introduction of French capital into the island would shortly 
draw after it the necessity of French protection. 

Thus began once more the recrudescence of French, the 
decline of British influence, in an island in which France had 
been struggling for supremacy for over two centuries. Yet 
Eadama no sooner felt himself free from the pernicious influ- 
ence of his French friends than he commenced to assert his 
independence. Thus, though with an eye to obtaining Euro- 
pean support against his island foes, the King had been w'eak 
enough to forward a letter to the Pope, the very wording of 
which betrays its authorship, yet wuthin a few months he 
felt himself strong enough on the throne to warn the Catholics 
that he meant to treat all sects with equality, and that thongh 
the proclamation fulminated against them by his mother was 
withdrawn, and they had the privilege of opening schools and 
building churches, they w'ere not to construe such permission 
into any intention on his part to indulge in religious intol- 
erance. 

A comparison between the letter addressed to the Pope, 
when as yet Eadama II. found his throne far from firm, and 
that in which he warned the missionaries of his desire to 
maintain harmonious relations with the representatives of all 
religions, is interesting : — 

“ Antananarivo, Noi'emher 7 , 1861 . 

“ Most Holy Father, 

“ I have the honour, with feelings of the deepest grief, to 
announce to you the death of my mother, which melancholy 
event took place on the 16 th August, 1861 , and of my accession 
to the throne under the title of Eadama II. 

“A great conspiracy was formed to prevent my succeeding my 
mother, but God w^atched over me and confounded the machi- 
nations of my enemies. I have pardoned all of them, remem- 
bering the example of Jesus Christ; not a single drop of blood 
has been shed. I have given freedom to those unfortunates 
who languished in chains and in prison. 

“ I have only one desire, Most Holy Father, and that is to see 
my people happy and civilized. I am convinced that the surest 

R 
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means to attain this end is to instruct them in the Christian 
religion. I have, therefore, recalled the missionaries, and 
have granted them authority to teach throughout my kingdom. 
Already Father Jouen has arrived in my capital, with two 
companions, and has opened schools, which are under the 
direction of his associates, and of the Sisters who have accom- 
panied him. 

Most Holy Father, though a King, I am young, and I have 
no experience ; I have, therefore, need of help, and require 
constant aid in the high calling which God has confided to me. 
I venture to count on the prayers and intercessions of Your 
Floliness, and I demand these with all the respect and with all 
the affection that a son would demand aid from his father. 

‘‘ I am, Most Holy Father, 

“ Radama II.” 

In quoting this letter. Father le Vaissiere counts too much 
on the credulity of his readers if he anticipates that any will 
fail to connect it with the handiwork of the Jesuit priest who 
three years before almost persuaded Radama to become a 
Christian. 

Let us now turn to the letter which spread such consternation 
in the Jesuit camp.- It was in answer to a remonstrance 
addressed to the King by Father Jouen as to the mode of 
life indulged in by Radama, and shows a firmness of spirit, 
and at the same time a breadth of ideas, rarely to be met with 
in a monarch of such a kingdom : — 

“ I wish to tell you frankly, that so long as I reign and 
command, I shall look upon commerce and the arts as the 
only true source of material progress. As to religion, let each 
one follow that which he desires, whether Catholic, Protestant, 
Mahomedan, or even Paganism. I do not care to forbid the 
practice of any religion, nor to follow the example of some 
Kings of France, of some Popes, who persecuted and even 
killed people on account of their religion. I simply believe in 
the Great God who has created the Universe, and I know 
perfectly well that the religions of Catholics, of Protestants, of 
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Maliomedans, or of Pagans, are mere fables, merely lyings 
and fanaticisms, and I desire free liberty of conscience for all \ 
and this is what all wise people, whether black or white, also 
desire. Mark well my words, I tell yon all my thoughts, and 
they change not ; they are like the laws of the Medes and the 
Persians, which never change. 

“ Your son and friend, 

‘‘Rakoto RaDxUIA II.” 

In order the more fully to give expression to the sentiments 
conveyed in this letter, which the Jesuits very naturally 
declared to be the handiwork of the ^‘English Methodists,” 
Radama sent proclamations to the various Courts of Europe, 
announcing the opening of his country to commerce, inviting 
merchants to create establishments at the various coast towns, 
and announcing his intention of abolishing all inland cus- 
toms dues. 

The Governor of the Mauritius, desirous of securing early 
benefits for his country from the enlightened measures of the 
King, despatched a congratulatory embassy to Antananarivo, 
immediately on heai’ing of the Queen’s death, and it w’as to 
this act of courtesy that the Jesuits owed their being check- 
mated so early in the game. Six months elapsed before the 
Court of the Tuilleries entrusted M. Brossard de Corbigny 
with a similar task ; and though the French envoy w'as received 
with courtesy, it was evident that Eadama had been touched 
by the early initiative of the British, had been enlightened as 
to the probable efiect of his injudicious concession to M. Lam- 
bert, and was by no means disposed to allow any one nation to 
exercise an invidious authority within his realms. 

Both France and England sent special embassies to repre- 
sent their respective sovereigns at the coronation of Eadama. 
The French mission reached the capital on the 28th July, that 
of England on the 8 th August, 1862 ; but although the French 
had thus eight days’ undisturbed possession of the ground, they 
made no formal visit to the King until the Ifith August, 
whereas the British envoy the evening of his arrival hoisted 
the Union Jack over the Oonsulate, under a salute of twenty'^- 
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one guns : the salute was returned by the Hovas, who furnished 
a guard of honour. Thus once more international courtesies 
had the effect of strengthening the growing bond of union 
between Malagese and British, whilst a neglect of the ordinary 
rules of politeness was loosening those which already existed 
between the French and Eadama. The King had been much 
annoyed at the tone of the French Emperor’s congratulatory 
letter, in which he had been designated as King of the Hovas — 
not of Madagascar. However, this ill-feeling was smoothed away 
by the execution of two treaties, one with France, and one 
with England, in both of which the King had been styled His 
Majesty Eadama II., King of Madagascar. It will be remem- 
bered that, in the charter granting a concession of mining and 
other rights to M. Lambert, the French Consul, M. Laborde, 
as well as his English colleague, M. Pakenham, had, in attest- 
ing the signatures of the contracting parties, alluded to the 
King as Eadama II., neither styling him King of the Hovas 
nor King of Madagascar, but here, in a document authenticated 
by Napoleon’s own signature, the title King of Madagascar 
was adopted. Surely this was a tacit recognition of the rights 
of Eadama II. over the whole island, and a virtual renuncia- 
tion of the absurd proclamation of Louis XIV., if, indeed, such 
a renunciation was ever necessary. 

On the 20th September, 1862, Eadama and his wife, Eam- 
bodo, were crowned with unusual pomp and splendour, in the 
presence of an immense crowd of natives, and of the French 
and British embassies. Valuable gifts from the various 
European sovereigns were displayed in the palace, amongst 
them being a medallion and a decoration from the Holy 
Pontiff. 

Immediately after his coronation the King threw off all sem- 
blance of respect for the Catholic missionaries, and plunged 
more and more into debauchery and vice ; his many enemies 
were not slow to take advantage of the confusion caused by his 
neglect to attend to his duties, and by the attitude of his 
ministers, who conducted their various departments as seemed 
best to them. Plots against his life were of frequent occur- 
rence, and at last the disaffection ended in open rehellion, and 
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the rebellion culminated in the assassination of the sovereign 
on the 12th of May, 1863. 

It would appear as if the hatred shown towards the King 
was not extended to his wife, for no eiforts were made to prevent 
the Eoyal power passing, as, according to Madagascar law, it 
should pass, into her hands, and on the 30th of August, 1863, 
she was crowned Queen of Madagascar, but with far less 
splendour than at the ceremonial of the preceding year. The 
entourage of the Queen was decidedly anti-French ; the Con- 
suls and missionaries of that nation were warned that Queen 
Ilasoherina would refuse the ratification of the treaty which 
Messieurs Lambert and Laborde had extorted from her hus- 
band, and that she w'ould also annul the concession of territory 
made to those gentlemen prior to the coronation of Kadama. 
Eepresentations were accordingly made by the French residents 
to the Grovernor of Eeunion, and Admiral Dupre, the Naval 
Commandant on the East Indian station, was despatched with 
a squadron to Tamatave to present an ultimatum to tlie 
Queen. 

But the appearance of a hostile fleet anchored in the harbour 
of Tamatave spread no consternation in Antananarivo, The 
Queen resolutely declined either to ratify the treaty or to con- 
firm the concession. So little did her representatives fear the 
empty threats of the French, that the bearers of the ultimatum 
were treated with studied indignity ; and when, in order to avoid 
bloodshed, further negotiations were opened, the Commandant 
of Tamatave refused to accord military honour to the French 
Envoy. That officer proceeded to Antananarivo in obedience to 
his instructions ; but though at the capital he was received with 
courtesy, the previous disrespect with which he had been treated 
so rankled in his mind that he on his part behaved towards the 
Ministers of the Queen, even towards the Queen herself, in a 
manner that drew forth stern rejoinders from Her Majesty, and 
effectually prevented all hope of a reconciliation. 

Finally a compromise was entered into, Admiral Dupre on 
his part guaranteeing to return the Concession granted to Mes- 
sieurs Laborde and Lambert, as w'ell as the draft Treaty which 
had already received the French Emperor’s signature, whilst 
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tlie Queen’s Ministers consented to pay a pecuniary indemnity 
to the disappointed merchants. The negotiations were suffi- 
ciently protracted eyen after this modus vivendi had been 
arrived at. The French Admiral refused to part either with 
Treaty or Concession until the indemnity was handed over to 
him; the Malagese equally obstinately refused to part with 
their money until the documents were in their possession. 
Threats of bombarding Tamatave were uttered, but still the 
Minister held firm. The Admiral dared not commit such an 
act of hostility on his own responsibility, and the Governor of 
Beunion declined to give the necessary authority. Representa- 
tions were made to France, but the Emperor was averse to a 
course of action which would inevitably ruin all prospects of a 
commercial treaty with Madagascar, and finally, thanks to the 
intervention of Consul Pakenham, who throughout this trying- 
period had acted as a mediator between the disputants, it was 
arranged that the French Admiral should bring the docu- 
ments ashore, hand them over to the Hova officials, and 
then receive the money, wdiich w^as in safe custody in a fort 
some miles in the interior. 

In December, 1865, the last act of this solemn farce was 
played out. French officers from the flag-ship lauded under a 
salute from the Hova forts. The famous documents were 
publicly burnt in the market-place, and the cases containing 
the indemnity were placed in men-of-war boats and speedily 
transferred to the Loiret. 

Thus a signal diplomatic victory was achieved by Queen 
Piasoherina — a victory which did not increase the affection 
borne by the French tow^ards the Hovas. 

The hatred of the French towards any nation which has 
defeated them, either fairly in action or by diplomatic means, 
is proverbial, and it may readily be imagined that their ani- 
mosity towards Madagascar was not ameliorated on learning 
that whilst the absurd negotiations with regard to the Laborde 
Concession had been dragging their w'eary length, the President 
of the United States, with characteristic smartness, had succeeded 
ill carrying through a most successful commercial treaty. A 
similar one had been accorded to Great Britain, wuthin a few 
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weeks of Queen Easolierina’s accession, and in both of these 
treaties, to the anno 3 "ance of the Erencb, Easoherina had been 
styled Queen of Madagascar. 

x4.1thougii unable to induce the Hovas to grant them a treaty 
similar to that entered into with the English and Americans, 
the French missionaries found themselves treated with invari- 
able kindness, so that during the reign of Easoherina they suc- 
ceeded in establishing a number of stations throughout the 
island ; anxious for her special welfare, they made several 
determined efforts to induce her to embrace the Catholic reli- 
gion. At last the long wished-for opportunity arrived. In 
January, 1868, the Queen, who had been in delicate health for 
some months, contracted a violent fever, and her Ministers 
called in European doctors, wEose success in similar cases had 
become a matter of notoriety in the island. At that time there 
was no medical man with the Jesuit mission, but such an 
opportunity of bringing religious influence to bear on the 
Queen was not to be lost. As it would have been impossible 
for a priest to disguise himself without fear of recognition, it 
was arranged that M. Laborde should assume the roU of a 
physician. He had a certain knowledge of chemistry and 
magnetism ; sufficient acumen to impose on the Hovas who 
surrounded the Queen ; and he was sufficiently trusted by the 
priests to warrant their belief that he would leave no stone un- 
turned to secure her conversion to the Church of Eome. De- 
feated diplomatically, the Jesuits determined to win the battle 
of religion, which for so many years had been waged between 
the liomish and Anglican Churches. Once previously they 
liad chanted pasans of victory at the departure of Bishop Eyan 
from the island without having achieved the baptism of Eadama 
II. The credulous Jesuits went so far as to announce that the 
worthy Bishop had attached himself to the Coronation Embassy 
of 1862, with a determination to effect, by fair means or by foul, 
the enrolment of the Sovereign of Madagascar as a Christian 
monarch. Eadama had died in the faith of his fathers ; the 
Jesuits determined that Easoherina should, at any rate, go 
through the form of Eomish baptism. 

For eight weeks Monsieur Lahorde sustained his void of 
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physician, unable to find an opportunity of carrying out his 
designs. At last, on the 27th of March, the Queen’s illness 
assumed a more acute form. To quote the words of Pere 
Finaz : — “ The fits were so violent that on some occasions we 
thought the end had come ; it was then that M. Laborde, 
approaching the illustrious dying woman, who was in full pos- 
session of her faculties, breathed into her ears some holy 
thoughts suggestive of the great act about to be accomplished. 
She responded by raising her arms and eyes to heaven ; then, 
as if he wished to mesmerize the patient, M, Laborde brought 
forward a bowd of water, dipped his hands in it, and bathed 
the forehead of Rasoherina, pronouncing at the same time the 
sacramental formula. None present had the faintest idea of 
the pious stratagem employed for the saving of a soul. This 
baptism — was it valid ? Let us hope that the Queen of 
Madagascar was really baj)tized.” 

Not unnaturally the Catholic missionaries expressed great 
delight at the result of this pious stratagem, imagining that 
the fact of their being able to claim the dying Queen as a 
member of their Church would knit to their side her many 
supporters. Rasoherina died the day she received Catholic 
baptism, and it is doubtful if any of her entourage were aware 
of the fact which spread such delight amongst the Jesuits. She 
was succeeded by her cousin Ramoma, who, on the 2nd of April, 
1868, was proclaimed Queen of Madagascar, under the title of 
Ranavolana 11. One of her earliest acts was the issue of a 
proclamation continuing to all sects the privilege of carrying 
on religious services and religious education as heretofore. 
Her accession afforded another opportunity for the resumption 
of negotiations, and finally, in August, 1868, the French Envoy, 
M. Gamier, was enabled to come to an agreement with the 
Queen’s Ministers, and on the 8th of that month a treaty, 
placing France on the same footing as England and America, 
was entered into, and Ranavolana II. was styled in the original 
as Queen of Madagascar ; our astute neighbours, however, added 
as a twenty-third clause the following words : — 

“ The present Treaty having been translated into French 
and Malagese, and the two versions having been compared and 
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found to have exactly the same meaning, the French text will 
be considered as the official copy, and will he considered in all 
respects as valid as that in Malagese ; ” and in order to retain 
their fictitious claims over the territories on the north-west 
coast ceded to them in 1840 by Tsimandroho, King of the 
Sakalaves, the designation of the Queen in the French version 
ran as follows : — “ La reine de Tile de Madagascar sous la 
reserve des droits de la France,” though in the native copy the 
eight last words were omitted. 

To many the treaty was considered humiliating. The 
French were not permitted to hold land except as leasehold 
properties, and all religious edifices were specially notified as 
being the property of the Queen. Her pronounced Protestant 
proclivities were known, and when, in February, 1869, she was 
baptized by an English missionary, the consternation of the 
French knew no bounds. This feeling W'as soon intensified. 
A proclamation was issued in the succeeding June, rescinding 
the concession made in 1862 bj' Radama of a large tract of 
land to the Jesuit mission. But there is no doubt that Eana- 
volana was much exercised at the attitude adopted by the 
Jesuits, not only towards the Protestants but also towards her 
Ministers. It was one of malevolent hostility ; indeed, so 
dangerous an element had they become that M. Gamier, the 
Envoy despatched by Napoleon to carry out the Commercial 
Treaty, conceived it to be his duty to warn the Queen’s 
Ministers of the dangers likely to arise from their conduct. 

“ Vous n’aurez pas,” wrote the Ambassador, “ des difficultes 
avec la France pour les affaires de commerce. Mais pour ce 
qui est de la Mission Catholique et de la liberte religieuse 
prenez-y-garde. L’Empereur se reserve Tavenir.” 

The anger and jealousy of the Jesuits reached their limit 
when the Queen, in July, 1869, laid the foundation-stone of a 
new Protestant church with great pomp and ceremony, refusing, 
a few weeks later, to take any official part in the dedication of 
the Catholic cathedral. 

From this day the struggle between the Jesuits and the 
Queen continued ; and there is good reason for believing that 
the Protestant missionaries were not slack in inducing Her 
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Majesty to prolong tlie contest. The Jesuits undoubtedly gave 
ample cause for annoyance : distributed all over the island, 
their houses became the meeting-place of all the disaffected 
spirits, and the risings of the Sakalaves may be distinctly 
traced to their interference. The law of the 29th March, 1880, 
which expelled the Jesuits from France and from French 
colonies, only infused fresh bitterness into the war being waged 
in Madagascar between Protestantism and Catholicism ; but 
the Hovas mistook the nature of the grievance which the 
Government of the Republic had against the sect. Ranavo- 
lana thought she might act with like severity, and in March, 
1881, she issued a decree forbidding the sale or lease of any 
property to foreigners. This was in violation of the Treaty of 
1868, and, coupled with other injudicious acts, brought down 
on her the indignation of the French. 

They still ignored her claim to the sovereignty of the island, 
and in virtue of the terms of the old Treaty with Tsimaudroho, 
which they themselves had been the first to break, they de- 
manded the cession of the old Sakalave territory. But Rana- 
volana, doubtful of the good faith of the officials from Bourbon, 
determined to send an embassy direct to Europe and America, 
with a view of obtaining a settlement of the dispute. France, 
however, was entering on a spirited colonial policy. Ever 
since the Treaty of Paris of 1814 her efforts had been 
directed towards a resuscitation of her authority in the 
Southern Indian Ocean, and the Admiral commanding the 
Indian station was instructed to obtain satisfaction for the 
fancied insults to which the Tricolour had been subjected, 
and to demand the recognition of French claims over the 
Sakalave territory. 

On the 17th May, 1883, Admiral Pierre presented his ulti- 
matum to the Commandant of Tamatave, who forwarded it to 
Antananarivo. It was immediately answered by a proclamation 
expelling all French residents from the island, and thus offi- 
cial warfare was commenced. 

British interests in the island were of too valuable a nature 
to he loft unrepresented during such a struggle ; and Com- 
mander Johnstone, of H.M.S. Dryads was ordered to proceed 
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to Tamatave and re23resent our flag in Malagayan waters. 
Unfortunately Admiral Pierre, a brave and gallant man, was 
suffering from a cruel and dangerous disease, which tended to 
increase a naturally irritable tem^^er. In addition to this he 
was imbued with a bitter hatred of England and all things 
English, looking upon our country as the sworn enemy of 
France, and on English missionaries as the cause of all the 
dissensions in Madagascar. The fact, too, that our flag was 
represented by an insignificant force may also have had its 
effect on the Admiral. 

The conduct of Admiral Pierre need not be dwelt upon here. 
Though hailed with a chorus of ajtproval by the French Press, 
it was promptly disavowed by the French Government, and an 
indemnity of 501,000 paid to an ill-used missionary, whom the 
Admiral accused of acting as a Malagayan spy. The most 
noticeable feature in this incident was the tone adopted by 
Parisian and Provincial papers alike— -a tone devoid of good 
feeling, and marked by an utter absence of responsibility. The 
feeling shown by the Press was echoed throughout the country, 
and there is no gainsaying the fact that England and France 
were within a measurable distance of war in July, 1888 ; and, 
what is more, the war wmuld have been welcomed by a large— 
a very large — section of French society. The firm attitude of 
Lord Granville, the judicious statesmanship of M. Ferry, and 
the courteous mediation of the English-bred Minister, M. 
Waddington, averted a catastrophe which every Englishman 
resident in France dreaded. 

The incident is now closed, though a state of tension still 
exists bet^veen France and England which requires the firmest 
statesmanship to avoid resulting in a rupture. The French 
Government still pursues towards Madagascar a policy which 
bids fair to end in the annexation of a greater part of the 
island. French Ministers, with their ideal views of coloniza- 
tion, point to the great African island, as they point to the 
jseninsulas of Further India, as the future home of the rising 
generation of France, Like Cardinal Richelieu, they look to 
Madagascar as the means of reviving the stagnant commerce 
of the mother country ; and there is a strong party in France 
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wlio think with the Ministers, and who believe that the revival 
of a spirited colonial policj will result in France attaining the 
position she held in the days of Louis XIV., or in the period 
of Napoleon’s highest fame. 

There are others who see in such a policy only further losses ; 
and again there is a third party who, believing that coloniza- 
tion is the only means of regeneration for France, raise a 
warning linger when it is suggested to annex Madagascar. To 
quote one of the ablest economists France possesses, M, P. 
Leroy Beaulieu : — 

“ Some public writers, with whom the taste for colonization 
is indulged in with more enthusiasm than reflection, dream of 
the reoecupation by France of the great island of Madagascar, 
and it is for this reason that they attach a fictitious im- 
portance to the small islands that we possess in its vicinity. 
I believe that any thought of a territorial establishment in 
Madagascar is impracticable, or, at any rate, premature. 
Too many natural difficulties exist, whether of climate or 
owing to the inhabitants. Any colony in this island, to be 
successful, must be an agricultural colony ; its prosperity would 
depend entirely on a very considerable Europ)ean immigration. 
France is in no condition to embark on such an undertaking, 
the results of which are very problematical, and, even if 
successful, would be long years ere they w^ere reached. The 
Colonization Company, which w'as founded some j'ears back in 
connection with Madagascar, came to nothing, despite the 
efforts of a most able man, because he wished to build up a 
colony upon the intrigues with a barbarian Court or with a 
barbarian potentate. In fact, Madagascar is by no means a 
well-selected spot on which to found a prosperous colony. It 
W'ould be impossible to find more disadvantages and few^er 
resources. A hardy and brave population, rivers whose en- 
trances are barred by sandbanks, stagnant lakes, which render 
the whole coast unhealthy, and immense, impenetrable forests, 
a damp, debilitating, feverish climate. The island, equidistant 
from the East Indies and from the Malaccas, is absolutely cut 
Irom all communication wdth the outer world. The choice of 
such ail island as the central point of French colonization is in 
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itself a proof of the utter ignorance that exists in France of 
the necessary conditions for snccessful colonization.” 

Further comment on the scheme — the grand colonial scheme 
of the Third Eepublic — is useless. Here we have an eminent 
Frenchman, one of the acknowledged economists of the day, 
not merely objecting to the idea of the establishment of a 
French colony on an island which has seen the failure of so 
many similar schemes, but repudiating the Jesuitical schemes 
which seem to be the necessary accompaniment of all French 
plans for aggrandizement. 

In Madagascar, as in Tonkin, France bases her claims on 
the flimsiest of pretexts — on treaties entered into with banished 
monarchs, the terms of wFich have been ignored by her for 
many years, and the reciprocal clauses of which she has never 
carried out. The wisdom of enforcing Western civilization by 
means of ironclads and breechloaders is questionable ; but the 
action of France in endeavouring to wrest from the Queen of 
Madagascar the Sakalave territory, in virtue only of the worth- 
less letter written by King Tsimandroho in 1842 (and which 
has since been magnified into a treaty), or the still more 
worthless act of annexation of M. de Flacourt in 1644, is 
morally and legally indefensible. 

It may be that France has adopted a wise course in attempt- 
ing to regain some of her ancient colonial grandeur ; it remains 
to be seen whether such a policy will have any effect in pro- 
ducing that equilibrium between receipts and expenditure wEicli 
is more virtually necessary to a country than mere extension of 
territory. 

For England the colonial policy of France is fraught with the 
utmost danger : every additional Eastern possession added to the 
dominions of the Eepublic gives her a weightier voice in the 
discussion of Eastern affairs. AEeady the Suez Canal is the 
direct high road between France and actual and prospjective colo- 
nies with an area of 220,000 square miles and a population of 
21,000,000 souls. Already French Ministers talk of strengthen- 
ing still more the communications between the mother country 
and her Eastern dependencies by fortifying a point in the Eed 
Sea. Obock is destined to counteract Aden, and will necessitate 
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the farther strengtheiimg of Perim. Already the French 
Admiralty discuss the necessity of converting Ajaccio and Bizerta, 
in the Mediterranean, Obock, Saigon, Reunion, and Madagascar, 
in Eastern waters, into torpedo stations whence swift cruisers and 
their attendant satellites would harry our Eastern trade, whilst 
the other main commercial routes of Great Britain will be 
patrolled by French squadrons, with their coaling stations in 
New Caledonia, Tahiti, Martinique and Guadaloupe. 

There is no shutting our eyes to the fact that the distant 
possessions of France are not colonies in our sense of the word, 
nor are they looked upon as colonies by our neighbours. They 
are purely military settlements, destined, in the event of war, to 
be strategic points whence England’s trade can be crippled and 
England’s colonies ruined. Scarcely a week passes without some 
leading Parisian journal betraying this sentiment, and it behoves 
us to act in time. To be forewarned is to be forearmed. The 
whole Eastern portion of the Peninsula of Further India is now 
overrun with French troops, and ere long our frontiers will be 
conterminous with those of France on the Eastern boundary of 
India, as they practically are with those of Russia on the 
Western frontier. 

We may rely upon it that the harbours in Tonkin and in 
Madagascar will yet be used to give shelter to the squadrons 
which Admiral Aube and his fellow-workers are now constructing 
for the express purpose of ruining England’s commerce — a 
commerce which would have found fresh outlets had our Govern- 
ments shown themselves firm and prompt in putting an end to 
the pretensions advanced by the Republic to. the island of 
Madagascar and the kingdom of Annum. Both of these recent 
French acquisitions are capable of enormous development ; their 
mineral wealth is abundant, their soil fertile, they are watered 
by navigable rivers, their people are energetic and civilized. In 
a word, each is capable of becoming a power of itself — a power of 
conferring wealth on the free settler. 

France, with her military settlements, her swollen bureaucracy, 
her prohibitive tariffs, will ruin the rising trade of these rising 
kingdoms, and thrust them back in the scale of civilization to 
the point to which her other colonies have now receded. Is 
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this unavoidable ? It seems to me that the map of the world is 
much like a chess-board ; it is covered with the pieces of England 
and of France. In the next great game, should the Eepublio 
win the first move, we shall have a hard struggle to avoid 
receiving a checkmate. In the last game we played, England 
swept the board, only at the finish to restore to France her 
captured knights and castles. Since then many pieces have 
been surreptitiously replaced, and our players unfortunately seem 
blind to the danger thus created. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OBOGK. 

Its Situation — Population — • Climate — Purchased by the French — 
Early ISTeglect — Recent Efforts to improve the Harbour — Trade 
■with Central Afriaa — Its Yalue as a Commercial and Military Port 
— Coal in the Neighbourhood — A Shelter for Merchant Vessels and 
Ships of War — Home for Corsairs — Possible Source of Danger to 
England. 

It would be difficult, even under the most liberal acceptation of 
the term, to style Obock a colony. Originally i3urchased for the 
purpose of opening up trade between France and the tribes on 
the Eastern coasts of Africa, it has failed miserably as a 
commercial entrepot, and is, owing to its situation, absolutely 
unsuited for colonization. It figures, it is true, in the Budget of 
the Minister of Marine and of the Colonies, and within the 
last few years over £400,000 has been spent in improving 
the harbour and in the construction of defensive works in its 
vicinity, but in the “ Tableaux de Population, de Culture, de 
Commerce et de Navigation,” published under the authority of 
the same Minister, Oboek is conspicuous by its absence. 

The wild dreams indulged in when the new settlement was 
first brought under the French flag have long since been 
forgotten, and Obock is now destined to act as a check upon our 
own military settlement of Aden ; it is to form a link in the 
chain of fortified posts which shall connect France with that 
Grand Empire in the Far East the foundations of which are once 
more being laid in the shifting sands of the Tonkin delta. The 
town of Obock is situated at the head of the Gulf of Aden, upon 
the northern shores of the Somali territory; it is a mere village, 
built upon a low rocky ridge which stands at an elevation vary- 
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ing from 80 to 100 feet above sea-level. Further inland the 
ground becomes more broken and accidental, lofty mountains 
ranning north and south separating it from the lands of the in- 
land tribes. From the mountains innumerable watercourses 
descend to the sea ; but they consist for the greater part of the 
year of mere sandy beds not entirely destitute of vegetation, a 
vegetation dependent on the deposit left by the occasional 
torrents which sweep over these sandy tracks in the short but 
violent rainy season. Shallow wells are sunk in the dry beds 
of the streams, and from them a precarious water supply is ob- 
tainable. 

The population of the country is composed of Arabs, and of 
offshoots from the Gallas and other Soudanese tribes. They 
possess herds of camel and are a pastoral race, though the 
recent religious disturbances in the interior fomented by the 
Mahdi of Khartoum have induced many hitherto peaceable men 
to move northwards and join in the crusade against the Kafir. 

The climate of the coast is extremely hot and most ener- 
vating to Europeans ; it is almost insupportable ; a certain 
number of officials, attracted by high pay and pensions, eke out 
a miserable existence in the place, the non-official element is 
composed of some half-dozen enterprising merchants, who still 
hope to attract the caravans of Abyssinia to a French port. 

The history of the French connection with Obock is simple 
enough. In the year 1856, M. Henri Lambert, French Con- 
sular Agent in Aden, was entrusted by the Emperor with the 
task of establishing a French settlement on the west coast of 
the Gulf of Aden, a settlement which should combine commer- 
cial as well as strategic advantages. With this end in view 
Obock was purchased from a Somali Chief for the sum of t^vo 
thousand pounds. Whether the chief possessed any claim to the 
large tract of land he thus bartered away is a vexed (Question. 
Certain it is that many claimants have aidsen to portions which 
the French now claim as their own, and it is very clear that 
since the purchase was ratified the French boundaries have 
stretched west, and north, and south. 

Eight years elapsed before the French Government took any 
steps to consolidate their power over the territory thus easily 
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acquired ; the Crimean War had hut just closed, and there were 
many ohYious reasons why the Emperor should abstain from 
gmng offence to the English. It was feared that the establish- 
ment of a strong military station within a hundred miles of 
Aden would be unwelcome to the nation which, having sunk 
past enmities, was now France’s closest ally. Then the un- 
fortunate Franco- Austrian War of 1859 supervened— a war 
which M. de Bourquenay, the talented Ambassador at the Court 
of Vienna, prophesied would be the death-knell of the Empire. 
Then arose troubles in China ; and though the Anglo-French 
alliance was still at its height, the Emperor saw the drawbacks 
France laboured under in having no ports of call in Indian seas. 
The Indian Mutiny had shown the feasibility of transporting 
troops overland through Egypt. M. de Lesseps’ half-completed 
scheme held out hopes that regiments embarked in Europe 
would be conveyed without a break to the Far East. England 
possessed Aden and Perim in the Ked Sea, and virtually closed 
the southern entrance of the Suez Canal ; it was necessary that 
France should hold a counterpoise. Attention naturally was 
directed to M. Lambert’s purchase, and in 1864 the despatch 
boat 8'?wco?i/~happy name for a pioneer in Eastern waters — 
was ordered to Obock, and her commander, M. Salmon, instructed 
to report on the capabilities of the port. The carefully prepared 
plans of Lieutenant Salmon still form the basis of the charts 
which now are sold in the Bureaux of the Marine, but his 
reports were relegated to pigeon-holes, and France, plunged into 
European complications, was unable to devote any attention to 
the projects of colonial extension. After the terrible humiliation 
of Sedan, France, deprived of all weight in European politics, 
determined on adding to her distant possessions, and once more 
difficulties with China caused all eyes to be turned to Obock. 
Some thirty years previously Mayotte was to be the Gibraltar 
of Eastern seas, but the millions engulfed in its harbours were 
willingly forgotten, and Obock was selected as the spot which 
should bar the entrance of the Eed Sea, be the coaling station 
for French vessels trading in Eastern waters, and afford a 
secure shelter to the cruisers which it is intended shall prey 
upon English commerce. 



Obock, 


259 


Piers have been constructed which give perfect shelter to 
craft lying in the northern harbour, lighthouses built, bat- 
teries thrown up, Custom-houses established, and a whole 
army of officials planted on African soil. The harbour is com- 
modious, easy of access, and well sheltered. There are two 
excellent approaches — one from the north w^ard, with a minimum 
depth at dead low water of 37 feet, whilst the southern 
entrance has double that depth. The harbour itself is sheltered 
from the north by cliffs some 7 5 feet in height ; from the 
east by a broad sand-bank, over which the sea barely washes ; 
on the south by a long coral reef, which at low water is un- 
covered ; and on the w^est by the new pier. It is thus secure 
in all winds and all weathers, and has an area of about 300 
acres, whilst the roadstead itself, only open to the south, is a 
mile in length, and half that in width. 

Obock must be looked upon in three aspects — Commercial, 
Maritime, and Military. 

As regards Commerce, it is the natural outlet for the pro- 
duce of Abyssinia and the Somali country. 

For Maritime purposes it is valuable as a port of refuge and 
as a coaling station. 

Considered from the Military point of view, it is, as I have 
said, a link in the chain which connects France with her 
Eastern possessions, a menace to Aden, and a centre of one of 
the proposed Groupes de Combat,” which in France occupies 
the place of the Russian Volunteer Fleet, so far as English 
commerce is concerned. 

Of the real w^ealth of Central Africa we are as yet ignorant. 
The Abyssinian Expedition did but little to open up the hidden 
riches of, till then, the unknown countries through which our 
armies passed ; and the distances which have to be traversed 
ere the products of these countries can reach the sea are so 
enormous, that trade with them has necessarily been checked. 
In spite of these disadvantages, native traders have sought 
European markets for their wares, and have carried hack into 
the heart of Africa Manchester goods, Sheffield cutlery, and 
Birmingham fire-arms. Whilst Suakin and Massowah formed 
the outlets for the trade of the Northern Provinces, Obock, 
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Tadjourah, and Zeilah formed outlets on tlie soutli ; and it is 
the desire of the French to divert to Ohock the trade which 
hitherto has poured into Massowah, Zeilah, and Berherah. 

The roseate hues with which all French pictures of coloniza- 
tion are tinted compel us to accept with reserve the glowing 
accounts of the wealth to be found in the vicinity of Ohock, 
British explorers, and also British soldiers, have pushed far 
into adjacent lands ; but no signs of riches were discernible, 
either in the Suakin-Berber road, or in that which led from 
Annesley Bay to Magdala. It may he that the w^ealth is con- 
centrated to the south, and that the French will derive all the 
material advantages that were denied us during our occupation 
of Massowah and Sualdn. 

Thus we learn that the mountain ranges which skirt the 
western borders of the Bed Sea literally abound in precious 
metals, as well as in iron, copper, lead, and sulphur. Goal, too, 
is plentiful, and easily W'orked; thus giving the French squad- 
rons in Eastern seas two stations (Ohock and Haiphong, in 
Tonkin) from which they can draw their own fuel — rendering 
them independent of England for their motive-power. 

In Abyssinia and the Somali country there are immense 
forests of valuable trees — trees whose woods gain high prices 
in European markets. Coffee (which, according to M. Grold- 
tammer, is equal to the best Mocha), cotton, indigo, tobacco, 
and the sugar-cane are indigenous, and capable of being highly 
cultivated ; whilst the commoner sorts of grain — wheat, barley, 
and maize — are abundant. 

Immense flocks of sheep and herds of cattle roam over the 
neighbouring hills : the wool of the former, and the skins of 
the latter, will, it is estimated, form a very large item in the 
exports of the colony. Palm oil and various gums are also 
obtainable. Ostrich feathers, mother-of-pearl, and coral, all 
form articles of commerce. 

In return for these products the merchants of France are 
invited to ship cargoes of Lyons silks and velvets of the com- 
moner sorts, rough cotton goods, cheap glass, indifferent 
cutlery and ironmongery, not forgetting the much depreciated 
five-franc piece, which it is hoped will eventually supersede 
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the Maria- Therese thaler as the curreney on the shores of the 
Eecl Sea. 

The commerce of Abyssinia and the Somali ooiintry is lan- 
guishing for want of sufficient outlets. It is to Obock, then, 
that the trade of these nations is to be attracted. Its impor- 
tance naturally will augment when the Abyssinians and Somalis 
find in this new French colony an easy market for their goods ; 
and, as the neighbouring tribes have shown themselves well- 
disposed towards the French, there would seem good ground 
for hoping that its future may not be so colourless as is the 
present of so many other distant dependencies of the Ee- 
public. 

Let us now consider the value of Obock to the French as a 
commercia] port, apart from the fact that it is in course of 
time to become the sole outlet of trade in the Red Sea. Its 
value as a port depends entirely on the worth of the coal which 
is said to exist in its immediate neighbourhood. Aden hitherto 
has been the coaling station for ships of all nations. The fuel 
being obtained from England, and being proportionately costly, 
owners of vessels have endeavoured so to arrange that sufficient 
quantities shall be shipped to enable the passage from Suez to 
Bombay or to Calcutta being performed without a break. By 
this means port dues are avoided, and the expensive coal of 
Aden left untouched. Still, mail steamers, with their large 
passenger accommodation, have been unable to accomplish this 
feat ; and steamers of all the great Eastern lines, such as the 
Peninsular and Oriental, Orient, British India, Messageries 
Maritimes, and Rubattino, have been in the habit of coaling at 
Aden. If, however, coal of good quality, and in sufficient 
quantity, is to be found in the near neighbourhood of Obock, a 
ready and enormous sale would be found for it. Not only 
would the merchant fleets of all nations run into Obock instead 
of Aden to refill their bunkers before starting on their passage 
across the Indian Ocean or up the Red Sea, as the case might 
be, but the ships of war in Eastern waters, our own East 
Indian squadron as w'ell as vessels flying the G-erman flag, would 
of necessity choose the cheap coal of Obock to the expensive 
'WTlsh coal of Bombay. ■ 
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This one question of coal, irrespective of any theories as to 
the development of trade with Central Africa, will he enough 
to determine the future of Chock. Unfortunately here, as in 
Tonkin, there seems some doubt whether the coal in the neigh- 
bourhood is in sufficient quantities to repay working; and 
certain it is that, though so far hack as 1876 it was predicted 
that the mines could be worked at immense profit, and with 
but little expense, yet, in 1886, the French despatch boat 
attached to the station fills her bunkers with English coal at 
Aden, and the produce of Central Africa has not yet been 
diverted from its original channels. 

Colonies are not built up in a day, and French colonies in 
particular take long years to develop. Chock is unlikely to 
prove an exception to the rule. That trade may be attracted 
to it nobody will deny, and that individual merchants of enter- 
prise may reap rich harvests from the new colony is also very 
probable ; but that Europeans can successfully work indigo 
factories and sugar refineries within eleven degrees of the 
equator I refuse to believe, as also that any spot on the Red 
Sea can by any means fulfil the conditions necessary for the 
creation of a colony in the true sense of the word. 

From a military point of view. Chock presents many ad- 
vantages. The harbour and roadstead, as I have said, are 
commodious and well sheltered, and can be easily defended by 
batteries placed on the cliffs which command the entrances. 
Giving shelter, as the French Minister of Marine intends it 
shall, to one of his dangerous “Groupes de Combat” — composed 
of one swift cruiser, two gun- vessels, and eight torpedo-boats 
— Chock would practically close the Red Sea to English com- 
merce ; unless, indeed, a second and more powerful squadron 
was located at Aden. Defended with powerful batteries, which 
even now are in course of construction, it will give the French 
a coaling station in a most important situation, midway 
between the neutral territories of the Khedive and their own 
islands of Reunion and Madagascar, and afford a convenient 
break between the Mediterranean and Cochin-China. 

Chock is no colony, as I said before, but it is an important 
military settlement, which bids fair — ^if the French continue 
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to spend as much money on its improvement in the future as 
they have done in the past — to neutralize Aden, and to neces- 
sitate very great care and watchfulness on our part to prevent 
its crippling our Eastern trade, should hostilities ever again 
arise between France and England. France has not been 
wanting in her efforts to obtain commanding positions in the 
Bed Sea. It is not long since an attempt W'as made to lay 
claim to the actual headlands of the Straits of Babel Mandeb, 
which it W'as hoped could be converted, at a small cost, into the 
very key of the Indian Ocean : this project w'as nipped in the 
bud. Since then, under the pretence of founding a colony in 
Tadjourah Bay, close on half a million has been spent in con- 
structing piers and wharves, public buildings and lighthouses, 
batteries and magazines, around Obock ; and plans are in 
existence w'hich provide for still heavier expenditure. 

History shows us that we have little cause to dread the 
military value of French colonies. They have always fallen 
into our hands with but little trouble, and with but trifling 
loss ; but, unfortunately, their reduction has never been 
decided on till the corsair fleets, w'hich have found shelter 
under their guns, have worked havoc with our mercantile 
marine. The gallant dealings of Surcouf and other privateers 
in the Indian Ocean compelled us to undertake the capture of 
the Mauritius and Bourbon ; and there is no doubt that in 
the next great war the Declaration of Paris will remain a dead 
letter, and that from the harbours of Obock and of the French 
islands in the Southern Indian Ocean fresh Surcoufs will issue 
forth to prey on English commerce, and to bring down once 
more on French colonies England’s just resentment. The 
situation of Obock is such that it will doubtless be one of the 
first to join in the crusade against us, and one of the first to 
fall into our hands. We then should command two admirable 
ports at the southern entrance of the Bed Sea, and might rest 
satisfied that our Eastern trade was beyond the possibility of 
injury. 
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CHAPTEE XIII. 

TUNIS. 

Oontimiity of Prench Action in tlie Begency — Early History of Tunis 
— Louis IX. dies there in 1270 — Treaty between the King of Tunis 
and the Kings of Sicily, Havarre, and Prance — Invasion by Charles 
YI. of Prance — Continual War between Sicily and Tunis — Invasion 
by Emperor Charles Y. — Tunis conquered by the Turks — Power 
vested in the Deys — Preneh Fleets bombard the Coast in 1683 
and 1685— Overthrow of the Deys by Turkish Soldiery — In the 
Eighteenth Century French Fleets appear off Goletta on many 
Occasions — Tribute paid to the Bey by all European Powers and 
by United States — In 1799 the Bey declares War with the Eepublio 
— Gigantic Sums paid by Catholic Societies to repurchase Slaves — 
Lord Esmouth puts an End to Slavery — French Conquest of Algeria 
—Financial Difficulties of the Bey — IPrench and Italian Eivalry in 
the Mediterranean — France determines to chastise the Krournirs — 
French Troops invade the Eegency — ^Treaty wrung from the Bey — 
Probable Eesults of French Power. 

Tunis, of all the possessions France has recently added to 
her dominions, must he considered the most important. Tonkin 
may confer upon her the command of the China seas, and open 
up to her vast markets in the most populous country in the 
world ; Madagascar may enable her to paralyze commerce in 
the Southern Indian Ocean, and may bestow upon her the un- 
told riches of that great African island ; Obock may enable her 
to hermetically seal the southern entrance to the Suez Canal, 
but Tunis places in her hands the Mediterranean, gives her a 
coast line on that sea some nine hundred miles in length, 
nullifies to a very great extent the strategical value of 
Gibraltar and Malta, gives her harbours second to none in the 
world, converts her into an important Mahomedan power, and 
makes her the civilized mistress of Northern Africa. 
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France lias dared to do in Tunis what we have shrunk from 
doing in Egypt ; she has braved the Porte, and shown decaying 
Islam that a Christian Power, hy a mere show of force, can over- 
awe and trample down the emasculated efforts of the Mahomedan 
population of a Power which but a century ago claimed tribute 
from all the sovereigns of Europe, terrorized the Mediterranean, 
and even ventured to send its corsairs as far as the British 
Channel. 

The history of the absorption of weak States into stronger ones 
is rarely edifying reading. Where might is right, arbitrary 
actions often cut the Gordian knot of interminable discussions, 
and a perusal of the negotiations which led up to the French 
Protectorate over Tunis scarcely gives the reader a friendly 
feeling towards the Republic or towards its agents. History, 
however, teaches us English that our records with Native States 
in the Far East have not always been blameless, and we should 
be the last to cast stones at those who enlarge their boundaries 
by means we ourselves have never hesitated to use. 

Ill acting as she has done towards Tunis, France has followed 
the diplomatic line she embarked on in the conquest of Algeria. 
Since then it has been the fixed idea of each succeeding Govern- 
ment to maintain tho preponderance of French influence in 
Tunis. That Province w^as not merely the key of Algeria, it 
is the key of the Mediterranean. In the hands of the Turks, 
it enabled the Sultan to stir up religious warfare amongst the 
Mahomedan pojralation of Algeria; in the hands of another 
European Power, it would have wrested from France all sem- 
blance of strength in the Mediterranean. Whenever Turkey 
sought to re-establish her ascendency in the Regency, a French 
squadron appeared to support the demands of the Quai d’Orsay ; 
when other Powers strove to gain the ascendency over the Bey, 
diplomatic measures of a nicer sort had to be resorted to ; but 
whether her opponent was Turkey or Italy, or even England, 
France had but one end in view, and that was to prevent any 
Power but herself obtaining an ascendency in the Province. 
To gain this end she has violated pledges, she has torn up 
treaties, she has waged an unjustifiable war, and she has 
shed much innocent blood — but she has succeeded ; and now 
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Tunis, though nominally under the protection, is in reality a 
colony of France. 

For Tunis itself, and for the world at large, such a result will 
he undoubtedly beneficial. The people will be relieved from 
the intolerable exactions of their unscrupulous rulers, a firm, 
even Grovernment will replace the unjust, capricious tyranny of 
the Beys, taxation will be equalized, religious tolerance en- 
forced, commerce encouraged, and the country and its finances 
no longer the sport of concession -hunting speculators. 

A brief sketch of the history of its past under Mahomedan 
rule may serve to bring into brighter contrast what we may 
anticipate for its future, now that it has passed under the 
domination of a Christian Power. War, piracy, and rebellion 
were its normal state, no single beneficial measure was ever 
initiated by Dey or Bey, and those insisted on by the Ambas- 
sadors of European States were never carried out without severe 
external pressure. 

To carry back the history of Tunis to the old Carthaginian 
days would be of little interest, though a cursory glance at the 
part it played on the world’s stage even in that bygone period 
is sufficient to show what value attached to the cities which 
overshadowed the land-locked harbours on the Southern Medi- 
terranean, and how capable they were of making their power 
felt from the shores of Spain to those of Syria. My task is 
chiefly to trace the connection of France with its new depen- 
dency, and to do this one must go back to the days of the 
Eighth Crusade, when the good Saint Louis, at the head of 
60,000 men, landed on the shores of Carthage, in order to 
impose the Christian religion on the new Mahomedan princi- 
pality which had freshly sprung up in the old kingdom of 
the Almohades. 

Strategic reasons, which in discussing the Tunisian question 
can never be lost sight of, weighed heavily on Louis IX. 
“Tunis,” said that monarch, “faces Sicily, and is on the 
high road to the Holy Land. Tunis can always harass our 
communications with the East; we must leave no enemies 
behind us, Ave must therefore conquer it first of all.” 

On the 17th of July, 1270, King Louis anchored ofi‘ Cape 
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Carthage. His landing was unopposed, hut no sooner were his 
troops entrenched amidst the ruins of the great city than a 
guerilla warfare commenced, of which one is strangely reminded 
when reading the reports of the campaign waged by Louis’ 
successors six centuries later. Again has history repeated 
itself in other details. Sickness stepped in to aid the Moslem 
hosts, and dysentery and fever claimed far more victims than 
the sword. The pestilence which ravaged the invading armies 
wars no respecter of persons. Amongst the first to succumb 
were Tristan, the French King’s son ; with him died the Counts 
of Nemours, of Montmorency, and of Vendome, whilst the Pope’s 
Legate and the King of Navarre were within ten days of land- 
ing also struck down by the same fell disease. Louis IX., full 
of religious zeal and fervour, spared himself nothing in visiting 
the sick ; and in encouraging his men he, too, fell a victim to 
the plague, and died on the 20th of August of the same year. 
The French, enraged at their losses, pushed on the campaign 
with vigour, aided by King Charles of Sicily, who had landed 
the day after Louis’ death. It was to the interest of the French, 
as well as to the Sicilians, to force on a peace before the 
arrival of the English Crusaders under Edward I., who were 
daily expected ; and shortly before that prince arrived a treaty 
was entered into between the King of Tunis, Philip the Hardy 
of France, Charles of Sicily, and Thibault of Navarre, by which 
the King engaged himself to protect French and Italian sub- 
jects in his kingdom, to pay a war indemnity of 210,000 ounces 
of gold, a yearly tribute to the King of Sicily of 24,000 ounces, 
and to restore all prisoners languishing in his dungeons. 
Edward of England arrived off Cape Carthage a few days after 
the treaty was signed, and was so indignant at the manner in 
which it had been wrung from the Moslem King, that he refused 
to disembark his men. The three other Christian monarchs 
remained some months longer in the country, in order to assist 
the Tunisian King in raising a corps of Christian soldiery, 
who, whilst serving in his pay, were destined to protect the 
lives and property of European merchants dwelling in Tunis ; 
to act, as it were, as a body-guard to the Consuls, and to ensure 
the prompt collection and payment of the Sicilian tribute. 
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From time to time we find this corps mentioned in various 
treaties, and we also have traces of them in certain Papal 
Bulls of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. In these Bulls 
they are enjoined to offer aid to Catholic missionaries, and to 
assist in the release of the many thousand Europeans who 
from time to time were captured by Tunisian corsairs. As 
early as the thirteenth century, we find these corsairs ravaging 
the whole Mediterranean, and w^e also find the Venetians, as 
well as the Sicilians and French, taking retaliatory measures 
for their suppression. 

The bitter memories of the pestilential campaign of 1270 
were not soon forgotten, and no fresh efforts were made to 
coerce the Tunisians into the due fulfilment of their treaty 
engagenaents. Squadrons of war-ships would ravage the coast, 
lay waste the islands, and throw shot into the seaport towns, 
but no attempts were made to land an army, in order to com- 
pel the Kings to conform to the Treaty of Carthage. The 
Tunisians were‘quick to profit by the immunity granted them, 
and piracy throve and prospered ; raids were made on the coasts 
of Spain and of Sicily, and on one occasion the Bishop of 
Syracuse was seized on the steps of his own altar and carried 
off to G-abes. 

At irregular intervals, stirred up by the brutal cruelties of 
the Arab pirates, European Powers would make spasmodic 
efforts to purge the southern shores of the Mediterranean of 
their noxious habitants, but these expeditions were ever con- 
ducted in a half-hearted way. At the close of the fourteenth 
century Charles VI. of France sent an army, under the com- 
mand of the Duke of Burgundy, to coerce the King of 
Tunis. With the Duke wnre the Counts of Artois and of 
Clermont, J ean de Vienne, Admiral of France, the Duke of 
Beaufort, and 300 Genoese galleys ; but the expedition effected 
nothing, and on its return to France Burgundy fell into 
disgrace. 

Throughout this period war between Sicily and Tunis was 
incessant. The memory of the humiliating Treaty of 1270 
rankled in the breasts of the Tunisians, and they sturdily 
refused to pay the tribute agreed to. It was one thing to sign 
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a treaty mtli the armies of France^ of Navarre, and of Sicily 
thundering at your gates, and the fleet of England lying in the 
offing ; it was another to conform to that treaty, with only 
Sicily ready to enforce it. And Sicily fought on to maintain her 
supremacy, hut she fought with doubtful success, and finally 
was glad, in the early part of the fifteenth century, to conclude 
a peace renouncing all claim to tribute. 

Throughout the fifteenth century the Moslems of Tunis 
were at war with the Christian world. From time to time 
treaties would be made between the Kings of Tunis and 
other Powers, but these treaties were made only to be broken. 
The slave markets of the kingdom were filled with Christians 
of every nation, and the cofiers of the State were rich with the 
ingots which members of various religious orders scattered 
abroad, in order to secure the freedom of their co-religionists. 

In the sixteenth century (1535) Charles V. conquered the 
country, released all the Christian captives, and then restored 
the dethroned monarch to the kingdom on his ‘ acknowledging 
the susseraiiity of Spain, and agreeing to pay a yearly tribute of 
12,000 piastres, the Emperor, on his part, guaranteeing to 
defend Tunis from foreign invasion. The people, however, 
viewed with little favour Spanish intervention, and for nearly 
forty years endless revolts and endless war ravaged the 
country. In 1572 Don Juan of Austria landed with a 
powerful army, and subdued the country on behalf of his 
brother, Philip II. ; no sooner had he left the shores of Africa 
than Sinan Pasha, a renowned corsair, -appeared off Goletta 
and reduced Tunis to the position of a dependency of the Sub- 
lime Porte. From the 3rd September, 1573, Tunisian coin has 
always been struck in the Sultan’s name, and Tunisian rulers 
have ever received their investiture from Stamboul. In 1858, 
Marshal Pellissier, writing on this point, says, “ The Pachalik 
of Tunis is altogether under the suzerainty of Turkey ; the 
power of the Grand Signor is recognized by law, but more in 
a theological than in a political point of view. The money is 
struck ill his name, and each day at noon his glory and his 
virtues are proclaimed by a herald before an empty arm-chair, 
which represents his throne 1 whilst the Kutba, or Friday’s 
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praj^er, lias been uniformly recited in the name of tbe reigning 
sovereign of the Osmanlis.” 

Until the opening of the eighteenth century, Tunis was 
under the dominion of Deys, who paid tribute and owned 
allegiance to the Sultan. If piracy flourished under the 
ancient Kings, it progressed even more favourably under the 
modern Deys. All Europe was held at bay, and tribute 
demanded — aye, and paid — by Christian sovereigns to these 
Moslem robbers. That France and England w^ere subjected to 
the same treatment that was meted out to the petty States of 
Italy is evident, and not the many bombardments their sea- 
ports suffered at the hands of the Western Powers, or the 
many threatening missives received, served to curb one jot 
the pride of the Deys, or to induce them to hold in check 
their piratical fleets. In 1665 an English fleet, under Admiral 
Black, bombarded Porta Farina, disembarked a strong landing 
party, and released all Christian slaves. Seven years later a 
French fleet performed the same feat at Goletta. 

On each occasion the Dey signed treaties with the success- 
ful Powers — treaties which were disregarded as soon as the flags 
of England or of France had sunk below the horizon. Our 
Consuls and Envoys were treated with contumely, and made to 
conform to the most humiliating customs, on entering the 
presence of the barbarous ruler of this Turkish province. In 
1685, finding their treaty systematically broken, the French 
despatched another fleet to Goletta, and wrung fresh conces- 
sions from the timorous Dey — timorous only in the actual 
presence of danger ; for, on receipt of the news of the intended 
approach of the French fleets, Baba Hassaj the ruling Dey, 
released French captives, and willingly acquiesced in all 
demands, only to fall back into his old evil cruelties when 
d’Estree’s fleet had returned to Toulon. 

French records give the names of many an unfortunate cap- 
tive burnt alive by order of these cowardly miscreants, who, 
despite their cowardice and their W'eakness, terrorized the 
Mediterranean, and held all Europe in contempt. 

In 1705 the Turkish soldiers, weary of the cruelties of their 
rulers, rose, deposed and murdered the Dey (history says they 
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also ate liim), and proclaimed one of tlieir own number Bey- 
in his room. The descendants of Houssain Ben Ali, the 
chosen of the Moslem soldiery, reigned in Tunis uninterrupt- 
edly from the opening of the eighteenth century until the 
present day, when the actual ruler, now no longer a servant of 
the Porte, does the bidding of the French Resident, and leads 
a life of ease and contentment under the careful guardianship 
of the Tricolour. 

The change of the initial consonant in the style and title of the 
rulers of Tunis worked no striking benefit in the administra- 
tion of the country. The same hopeless anarchy reigned within 
its borders ; pirates scoured the Mediterranean, harrying the 
lesser ports of France, Spain, and Italy ; the Consular repre- 
sentatives of the great European Powers were still subjected 
to the most humiliating treatment, and Christian merchants 
carried on their profession merely on sufferance. 

France seems to have suffered much from Tunisian pirates 
in the early days of the Beys. In 1708 all diplomatic inter- 
course between the two countries was suspended ; and though, 
two years later, a fresh treaty was entered into, this had but little 
effect in checldng the depredations of the lawless corsairs of 
Coletta. Remonstrances and threats being useless, in 1728 a 
French squadron appeared off the capital, and the Bey was 
compelled to enter into substantial guarantees for his good 
behaviour. Guarantees however, as we know^ full well, are of 
little value when extorted by force from an Oriental potentate, 
and, seven years later, we find a Tunisian embassy despatched 
to Paris, to apologize for the conduct of pirates who had cap- 
tured two French craft off Cephalonia, and sold their crews 
publicly in the market-place of Gabes. 

In 1740 an open rupture took place ; the French accusing 
the Bey of encouraging piracy, while he, on his part, retaliated 
by accusing France of inciting rebellion in his kingdom. The 
French Consul was threatened with death, French commercial 
establishments were razed to the ground, and the island of 
Tabarca, a Genoese possession, which it was rumoured was 
about to be sold to France, was occupied by Tunisian troops. 
France at once took steps for bringing the Bey to reason, but 
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war lorealdng out witli England, matters were, of necessity, 
smoothed OYer. 

It is difficult to understand the reasons which induced 
powerful Christian States to submit tamely to the insolent 
demands of a Mahomedan puppet, who was powerless to main- 
tain order in his own dominions, and yet exacted the most 
absurd and abject ceremonials from European Consuls. In 
17 53 we read of the French Consulate being pillaged and 
burnt, in 1756 the same scene was re-enacted. The following 
year the French Consul was threatened with death and thrown 
into prison ; and in 1770, wearied of the Bey’s promises, France 
despatched a fleet to Carthage, and bombarded Bizerta, Susa, 
and Porta Farina; but, on the intervention of the Turkish 
Ambassador, a hollow truce w^as agreed on — a truce by no 
means pleasing to French susceptibilities. The Bey agreed 
to recognize Corsica as a portion of the French kingdom, but 
he declined to sanction the reconstruction of the mercantile 
settlements destroyed some years previously, and whilst renew- 
ing to France the right of coral fishery on the coast, demanded 
from her heavy pecuniary subsidies, which were paid ; these 
payments, of course, being looked upon by the Bey and his 
Tunisian subjects as tribute. 

And now commences the long history of French and English 
rivalry on the shores of the Mediterranean, a rivalry which 
still exists, and will continue to exist until the millennium, but 
which, so far as Tunis is concerned, has been set at rest for 
ever by the determined action of France in placing the Eegency 
under her own protection. In 1777 the French once more 
endeavoured to obtain possession of the island of Tabarca ; 
but England interfered, and as the two nations were then 
at war, it may readily be inferred, from the tone of the letters 
that passed between George III. and the piratical Bey, that 
England used substantial arguments in order to support her 
requests. 

The Court of Saint James was not the only Christian Court 
tiiat deigned to offer gold to the rulers of Tunis. Austria, in 
1784, paid a considerable sum of money in order that the 
ports of the Piegency might be opened to Austrian trade ; and 
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the Bey further insisted on a heavy annual tribute being re- 
mitted to him so long as the privilege remained in force. 

At the same time, Denmark paid 15,000 sequins annually 
for a similar concession ; and though the Republic of Venice 
sternly refused to accede to a like demand, and shelled Susa, 
Sfax, and Goletta, in revenge for the ravages of Tunisian 
pirates, two years later the Venetians also agreed to pay the 
Bey 40,000 sequins for the same privilege. Spain, Holland, 
and America entered into treaties of a like nature, the 
former Power paying 100,000 piastres, the latter £‘20,000 
and twenty-eight cannon, with a full comj)lemeiit of ammuni- 
tion. 

Small wonder that the Beys became puffed up with pride, 
and ascribed the incomprehensible conduct of Christian kings 
to their own invincibility. No sooner was the American treaty 
signed than a Tunisian squadron appeared off the coasts of 
Sardinia, and carried away the entire ]ropulation of the island 
of San Pietro into slavery; and three months later, seeing 
Republican France hard pressed by Monarchical Europe, the 
Bey, ill accordance with instructions from Constantinople, de- 
clared war against France, and sent his fleet to aid the English 
squadron at the mouth of the Nile. The next year, however, 
a truce was entered on, and in 1802 a formal treaty was signed, 
under the terms of which the Bey guaranteed to release all 
French prisoners in his dominions, and faithfully to carry out 
the provisions of the old Treaty of 1742. Bonaparte’s invasion 
of Egypt undoubtedly created a profound impression through- 
out the Mahomedan world. It was the first invasion of a 
Mahomedan country by a Christian Power since the days of the 
Crusades. Far different from the attempts of Russia to tear 
clown the crescent from the cupola of Saint Sophia, it was 
looked upon by Islam as the recrudescence of the old idea 
which animated Christian sovereigns six hundred years before ; 
and contingents from East and West, from the shores of the 
Persian Gulf, and from the furthest confines of Morocco, poured 
into Egypt to oust the infidel invader. On the expulsion of 
the French by the English armies under Hutchinson and 
Baird, all ostensible cause of hostility was removed, and by the 
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Treaty of 1802 a nominal peace was established between the 
Bey and the Bepiiblic. 

But though peace with France was concluded, the Bey was 
still on bad terms with other European Powers. Spain and 
Holland were made to feel the weight of his wrath, and forced 
to purchase his good graces by presents of ships of war and of 
money. 

With all Europe paying him tribute, it is no matter for sur- 
prise that the Bey should have looked scornfully on his neigh- 
bour of Algiers. The war which lasted for six years between 
these two Mahomedan States, and which only ended in 1809, 
should have convinced the Great Powers of the real \veakness 
of the Regency, and ought to have been enough to have in- 
duced them to tolerate his conduct no more. There seems, 
however, to have been an erroneous idea of the Bey’s strength, 
for in 1810 Spain and England both tendered apologies 
for acts said to have been committed by ships of war of 
their respective nations, and in violation of international 
law. 

More than this, England as well as France humbled them- 
selves before the Bey in order to secure his alliance. In 
1810 we paid the piratical Pasha 100,000 dollars in order to 
purchase a treaty between Tunis and Sicily, then occupied by 
British troops, and although it became necessary to order the 
Mediterranean Fleet, under Admiral Freemantle, into Tunisian 
waters in order to enforce our demands, we deemed it wise, in 
the interests of peace, to pay over to the Bey what he was 
pleased to term English tribute. 

France now endeavoured to purchase a similar treaty on be- 
behalf of Naples ; but the price of such commodities had risen 
since the French Navy had sunk in the waters of Cape Tra- 
falgar, and Hamouda Pasha demanded 400,000 dollars for 
privileges which he had granted to the British Admiral for a 
quarter of that sum. 

In spite of these treaties, piracy flourished, and slavery was 
rampant throughout the Regency. And no wonder, so long as 
the Bey could command vast sums for worthless treaties ; and 
so long as Christian Societies were willing to repurchase Chris- 
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tian slaves from their Mahomeclan captors, it was evideiifc that 
piracy and slavery W'ould never die. 

It has been computed by Cardinal Lavigerie that between 
the years 1198 and 1787 various Roman Catholic missions 
had purchased the freedom in Tunisian markets of 1,400,000 
prisoners, at a cost of three Imniked and thirty-six million 
pounds / In addition to these numbers, determined on, it must 
be remembered, after the most careful researches, many hun- 
dreds of thousands of prisoners had been released from the 
dungeons of Bizerta, Susa, Sfax, and Goletta, on the armed 
intervention of the fleets of the various Great Powers, whilst 
vast numbers had been freed by agencies distinct from those 
working under the Church of Rome. 

At the Treaty of Vienna, in 1815, the question of piracy 
and slavery in the Mediterranean came up for discussion, and 
it was determined that an armed force should be exercised to 
put down what w'as felt to be a standing insult to the Great 
Powers. Lord Exmouth and the British Eleet were entrusted 
with the civilizing mission, and the Bey, taking warning by the 
fate of Algiers, wdiich had refused to accept the mandate of 
the British Admiral, agreed, after some demur, to the proposed 
terms. 

Lord Exmouth’s bloodless victory caused immense excite- 
ment in the Regency ; an insurrection broke out, and the 
Tunisian Navy openly refused to agree to the terms of the new 
treaty. Suiting their actions to their words, they actually set 
sail for the English Channel, captured a Bremen ship within 
one hundred miles of the Lizard, and endeavoured to sell their 
prize in an English port. Again, with a strange w^ant of firm- 
ness, vague diplomatic remonstrances were resorted to ; and 
though the Bey once more promised comp)lianceto our wishes, 
even these promises were not exacted until a combined Anglo- 
French fleet had appeared in Tunisian waters. This was in 
1820, and three years later a fresh outrage wms committed in 
seizing some Greek passengers on board an English vessel, in 
defiance of the remonstrances of our Consul. Again it was 
found necessary to despatch a British fleet to Goletta, and 
again the Bey was profuse in promises of amendment. 
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In 1880 came the French conquest of Algeria, and from 
this date French interests in Tunis became intensified, and it 
was evident to the casual observer that the annexation of Tunis 
by France v^as a mere question of time. Every effort was made 
to strengthen French influence within the Eegency, to the ex- 
clusion of all other Powers. France boldly set the lead in 
abolishing the humiliations to which Consular officials were 
subjected when entering the Bey’s presence. In 1836, M. 
Schewbel, the French Consul, was instructed to refuse to kiss 
the Bey’s hand, and, after much discussion, Sidi Mustapha 
agreed to abolish the ridiculous custom. Thus was struck 
the first blow against the inordinate pretensions of the Beys of 
Tunis. 

France now seems to have endeavoured to set the Bey 
against the Porte, possibly thinking that the annexation of the 
Regency would be much simplified if the Bey had previously 
thrown off the Sultan’s yoke. Sir Thomas Reade, the English 
Consul-General, appears to have divined the intentions of the 
French Ministry, and he sought, by all the means in his power, 
to strengthen the bonds which united the Regency to its 
Suzerain. The Beys, however, saw themselves between two 
stools. English advice seemed disinterested enough, but it 
was doubtful whether it was preferable to become a mere pro- 
vince of Turkey, or to be annexed to France. The Bey clearly 
saw political extinction in the future, and he vainly struggled 
against the inevitable. 

It is invariably the case in Oriental States that the authority 
of the ruler extends but a short distance from the capital in 
remote districts. Governors and sub-Governors enjoy undis- 
puted sway, and distant tribes are more or less independent. 
Tunis was no exception to the rule, and from the moment 
that the French made themselves masters of Algeria, endless 
troubles arose with the frontier tribes on the western borders of 
the Regency. 

These tribes owned but scant allegiance to the Bey ; for 
centui'ies they had been accustomed to carry on raids into 
Algerian territory, for centuries they had been wont to endure 
similar attacks. It would be hard to throw the blame entirely 
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on the dwellers in Tunisia, for doubtless their fellow-Maho- 
medans on the other side of the frontier line had ghen quite 
as much provocation as they had received. The Beys of Al- 
giers and of Tunis had allowed these petty raids to pass un- 
noticed, hut a great Power like France w^as not likely to tole- 
rate such a state of anarchy. Eussia and England have felt 
the disadvantages of possessing such neighbours in Asia, and 
we can spare some sympathy to France when she found it im- 
possible to induce the Bey to hold his border clans in check. 

With all the good will in the world, the Bey was powerless 
to act. Civilization had spread to his territories, and, like 
many another Oriental potentate, Mahomed-es-Sadib found 
some temporary relief from the cares of State in financial re- 
form. The financial reform of the Mahomedan ruler consists 
in repeated applications to the money-markets of the West, and, 
like his Suzerain, the Sultan, and bis brother-ruler, the Vice- 
roy of Egypt, the Bey of Tunis sought salvation in a foreign 
loan. This simple method of raising money proved so attrac- 
tive that, within a very few years, the Eegenoy was crippled 
with debt. The reaction now came, creditors became press- 
ing, extra imposts were ordered ; but the Bey’s writ ran not in 
the Arab camps away from the capital, and distant provinces 
refused to pay fresh taxes, except at the point of the sword, 
and the treasury was unable to pay the troops destined to 
make the enforced collection. 

The grasp of France w^as gradually tightening, numerous 
creditors were pressing for payment, and their claims were sup- 
ported by energetic remonstrances from the Christian Consuls. 
A century previously such a catastrophe would have been 
promptly met. Creditor and Consul would have been strangled 
in the Bardo ; but the Beys of Tunis sorrowfully had seen their 
p)Ower gradually wither away, and when in 1869 a financial 
crash was imminent, the Bey recognized the inevitable and 
sanctioned the appointment of an International Financial 
Commission. 

Napoleon III., thoroughly alive to the strategical value of 
Tunis, and aware of the immense hold over the Bey that the con- 
trol of this Financial Commission would give him, strove hard to 
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carry out the reform single-handed ; hut Italy and England were 
too much interested in the matter to allow the International 
Commission to degenerate into a French control, and finally 
the Emperor had to content himself with the nomination of an 
Inspector of Finance, who would look after French interests; the 
other nations being merely rein'esented by native gentry. 

The outbreak of the Franco-G-ermau War put an end for a 
time to French supremacy in the Eegcncy. There is no doubt 
that had England at this epoch been properly represented in 
Tunis, and had our Foreign Office been in the hands of a far- 
seeing man, England would have gained a position in the 
country which would have effectually put an end to French 
ideas of protection. An English company w’-as laying a rail- 
way from Goletta to Tunis, an English bank was in full swing, 
enjoying the confidence of foreigners and natives alike ; other 
English firms were supplying the town with water and with 
gas ; and English agriculturalists were busy in developing the 
resources of the country, which up till now had been left in 
darkness. But, alas ! with the ball at our feet the game was 
lost, owing to the perverse ignorance of the Foreign Office, and 
the French, recovering from the crushing effects of the war of 
1870, rushed in and carried our hall through the goals. 

In 1876 M. Theodore Eoiistan was appointed French Consul- 
General, and from that day the real issue of the Tunisian ques- 
tion was never doubtful, though the intentions of the Bepublic 
were concealed until the return of M. Waddington from the 
Congress of Berlin, with the verbal assurance of Prince 
Bismarck that Germany would willingly acquiesce in a French 
move to Carthage. Up till 1878 France had coquetted with 
Italy. It was well known that any decided action on the part 
of France would awaken disagreeable. susj)icioiis in the eyes of 
Italy, and, mindful of the alliance between Germany and Victor 
Emmanuel in 1866, the Eepuhlio of France was not anxious to 
provoke Italian susceptibilities until certain of German support. 
That Italy had very strong views on the Italian question was 
well known. In 1857 Mazzini had written, “ One of our prin- 
cipal paths to progress will be a mission of civilization, to be 
carried out at the first possible opportunity, on the shores of 
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Tunis. Just as Morocco belongs to Spain, and Algeria to 
France, so does Tunis, the key of the centre of the Mediter- 
ranean, belong to Italy. The Eoman flag floated on Mount 
Atlas after the fall of Carthage, and up to the fifth century we 
were masters of the country. The French haYO now cast their 
eyes upon it, and they will haYe it too in a short time if we are 
not up and doing.” 

But Italy was not up and doing, and M. Roustan soon became 
virtual ruler in Tunis. Ever and anon the Bey would strive to 
throw off the French yoke, hut the appearance of a French 
squadron off Goletta, with the submission of an ever-ready 
ultimatum, which it would seem that the French Consul- 
G-eneral carried ahvays prepared in his pocket, never failed to 
bring the Bey to reason. Roustan’ s diplomatic victories were 
not always achieved with clean hands, but the end justified the 
means, and the Consul- Ceneral knew full well ho had the 
whole Ferry Ministry at his back. 

On the many commercial disputes between French and Ital- 
ian subjects I do not intend to enter ; these were always made 
the vehicle for a lively interchange of diplomatic notes, and served 
to warn Europe that France meant to tolerate no interference 
but her own with the affairs of Tunis. Suffice to say that in 
April, 1881, the French, suddenly throwing off the mask, deter- 
mined to push an Army Corps into Tunis from Algeria, in order 
to punish a border clan, the Kroumirs, for their repeated viola- 
tions of French territory. In vain the Bey maintained that 
he was in a position to enforce obedience amongst the 
Kroumirs, and despatched an expedition under his owm son to 
the w^estern frontier for that purpose. 

Writers hostile to the French assert that Kroumir raids 
were manufactured in Paris, and the term chasse mix. Kroumirs 
passed for a witticism in France itself. The campaign was an 
undoubted fiasco, wretchedly organized and wretchedly iflanued ; 
and had an enemy of worth been met with, the French would 
most certainly have experienced some signal disaster. Military 
men of all shades of political opinion condemned the campaign 
in no measured terms, averring that it exposed the weakness of 
the whole French military system, and the utter incompetency of 
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tieir generals. The misliaps that occurred have been greatly 
exaggerated, owing to that blind political partisanship which 
makes the Army in France the shuttlecock of Ministries, and 
the butt for all the venom and all the satire of an Opposition 
press. 

If the object of the campaign had been merely the assump- 
tion of the Protectorate that would have been quickly realized ; 
but the French apparently failed to recognize that their difficul- 
ties would only commence when it became knowm throughout 
the Piegency that a Christian had been substituted for a Ma- 
homedan ruler. Then all those discontented with the Bey’s 
Government would band together, a common religion would 
unite them in one bond of union, the fanaticism of Islam would be 
aroused, and the country embarked in a religious war which 
would require immense efforts to stamp out. How often has it 
happened in our own history that the troubles of a campaign hare 
commenced when we have looked on that campaign as termi- 
na.ted ! In Burmah in 1826, in 1852, and again in 1885, in 
Afghanistan in 1839 and in 1879, the General’s congratulatory 
orders to the troops on the successful result of the campaign 
have been hut the prelude to renewed operations of a more 
serious nature, and usually far more prolonged and wider in 
extent than the opening phases of the war. 

So it was in Tunis, Late in April, 1881, two French columns 
crossed the Algerian frontier, moving direct on Bej a and Kef, 
whilst almost simultaneously naval expeditions appeared off 
Taharca and Bizerta. The Bey was in no position to resist. 
Some opposition was anticipated on the part of the Kroumirs, 
the frontier clan inhabiting the mountains which separate 
Algeria from Tunis ; but the 25,000 fighting men who compose 
this tribe submitted without a murmur to the orders of the Bey, 
and the French advanced, practically unopposed, on Kef and 
Beja. At the same time the Bizerta column, moving south, 
appeared under the walls of the capital; and on the 12th of 
May, the Bey, paralyzed by the rapid movements and strongly- 
emphasized demands of the French, signed a treaty recognizing 
the French Protectorate. Although no opposition was offered 
by the Regency troops, the Bey had made some feeble written 
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protests against the actions of the French Commanders ; and 
the answers accorded him shows that territorial aggrandizement, 
and not the punishment of the Kroumirs, was the real puiport 
of the expedition. 

On learning that the French columns were massed on the 
frontier, and that no acknowledgment had been Youchsafed to 
his despatch announcing the departure of the heir apparent to 
the Kroumir country, the Bey addressed a letter, through Ali Bey, 
then commanding on the frontier, to the French Commander- 
in-chief, demanding a detailed list of the offences urged against 
the border clans, in order that he might take cognizance of 
them. 

To this demand the French Commander, General Forgemol, 
wrote — 

“ We have received your letter, by which you demand a list 
of our reclamations, and details of the crimes which the French 
Government alleges to have been committed by the Khamirs 
and other mountain tribes. 

“We have on several occasions communicated to you the 
whole details of these occurrences, and it is therefore un- 
necessary and superfluous to repeat them again. We have 
orders to punish the tribes which have committed these aggres- 
sions, and against which you have been impotent to act. We 
can only obey these orders, but this does not prevent the main- 
tenance of the friendship which has existed for centuries 
between the twm countries.” 

On the following morning information reached the Bey that 
the French column had actually crossed the frontier, and simul- 
taneous protests w^ere forwarded to M. Eoustan, the Consul- 
General, and to the Gommander-in-Chief, whilst at the same 
time a despatch was telegraphed to Lord Granville. 

The Bey of Tunis to M. Roustan, Consul-General of France— 

“Our Governor of Kef informs us that a French military 
column has entered the territory of the Tunisian tribe of 
Sharen and threatens the city of Kef. The Governor of Beja 
also informs us that another body of French troops has 
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penetrated into the Khamir territory. The iimsion of our 
Eegency has taken place without any notice to our Governmentj 
and at a time when you yourself admit that peace exists between 
Tunis and France. We declare this invasion of our territory to 
be a violation of the Laws of Nations. We therefore solemnly 
protest against it in our own name and in that of His Majesty 
the Sultan, of whose empire Tunis is an integral part, and must 
appeal to the justice of the Great Powers. We declare the 
French Eepublic to be solely responsible for the consequences 
which may ensue from this invasion of our State.” 

The Consul-General now shielded himself behind the military 
officers, who by his policy had been called on to the scene, and 
contented himself with a mere formal acknowledgment of the 
despatch. General Forgemol, however, ignoring the Bey al- 
together, addressed his answer to the heir apparent, then en- 
camped amongst the Khamirs, who was even then using his 
authority successfully in inducing them to abstain from oppos- 
ing the French. The General’s letter is worthy of record. It 
proves him to have been as astute a diplomatist as he was gallant 
as a soldier. Taking no notice whatever of the Bey’s protest at 
the violation of his territory, the General wrote — 

“We have received your second letter, to which we now 
answer. We have the honour to inform your Highness that 
our troops have entered on Tunisian territory in accord with 
the Bey of Tunis, as we are informed by the Minister of War 
of France. According to this same understanding, the Tunis- 
ian troops are to give us free access into the country of the 
enemies whom we have come to punish, and in consequence 
they must be ordered to retire to such positions as we shall 
point out. 

“ L. Forgemol.” 

It is difficult to unravel the tangled skeins of Oriental 
duplicity, and it may be that the Bey was throughout acting 
in concert with M. Eoustan, and that the protests forwarded 
to that official, to the French Generals, to the British Foreign 
Office and to the Sultan, were merely penned with a view of 
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setting Mmself straiglit with his Mahomedan co-religionists. 
Otherwise it is impossible to realize the attitude adopted by 
men of honour, such as the French Generals undoubtedly 
were. 

As we have seen, the Bey’s yerbal protests were of little aTail. 
The French columns closed around on him, and on the 12th of 
]\Iay he resigned the charge of the Regency into the hands of 
the French General. On the following day M. Roustaii was 
named Minister Plenipotentiary of the First Glass, and Minister 
Resident at Tunis, and General Breart was decorated with the 
Grand Cordon of the Nishan, or Tunisian order of cliiTalry. 

With the virtual deposition of the Bey French troubles 
commenced. The Arabs at once threw off all semblance of 
allegiance to an authority wdiich they fully believed had sold 
them to a Christian Power, and the French Commanders found 
that they were face to face with a -warfare similar to that which 
had afforded their troops such an excellent training ground in 
Algeria for more than half a century. The extreme heat of the 
season and ignorance of the country, however, soon put a stop 
to the irregular warfare which wmuld be necessary in order to 
ensure the pacification of the country, and the Minister of War 
contented himself with placing powerful garrisons in Tunis, 
Bizerta, Kef, Tabarca, Beja, and other centres of disaffection, 
and in publishing an order of the day, -which must have been 
higlily satisfactory to the troops employed in this bloodless 
campaign. 

The “ Order of the Bay ” Avas merely intended to throw- dust 
ill the eyes of the public ; the Minister was well aw’-are that the 
French were masters of the various places they had garrisoned, 
the enemy masters of eA^erything outside ; and he also kneAv that 
fresh and supreme exertions would he necessary ere peace avoiiH 
reign in Tunis. Anarchy was rampant everyAAhere, religious 
animosities were now fairly aroused, and, remembering Algeria, 
the French prepared to strike hard. Reinforcements were 
’ poured into the country, and in September, AAhen the approach 
of the cool season permitted the resumption of hostilities, 40,000 
French soldiers stood on Tunisian soil. 

Then, and not till then, General Saussier, the new' Com- 
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mander-in-Ciiief, was able to act with vigour, and he at once 
determined on a plan of campaign which should not merely 
strike at the insurgents in the mountains, but, by depriving 
them of all communication with the towns, starve them into 
submission. He also determined to strike at their religion, 
and, by occupying the sacred city of Khairwan, prove to them 
that the military superiority of France enabled it to laugh to 
scorn the fabled assistance of the Prophet. 

The campaign was productive of some sharp fighting, but 
the losses received at the hands of the enemy were as nothing 
compared to those by sickness. On all sides the loudest com- 
plaints were heard of the inefficiency of the Commissariat and 
Medical arrangements. Of the actual French losses no full 
reports have been published, but hospital returns show that 
during the first seven weeks of the occupation 1,202 officers 
and 80,162 men were quartered on Tunisian soil, and that in 
this force the casualties had been during that period : — 



Officers. 

Men. 

Killed by the Enemy . 

1 

17 

Wounded in Action . 

. 3 

217 

Died in Hospital 

. 14 

283 

Passed through Hospital 

. 114 

3,495 


In the course of the year 1882 fresh operations were under- 
taken in order to bring the Arabs to reason, and after a series 
of raids, carried on without much regard to the health and 
comfort of the men, M. Roustan was enabled to declare the 
condition of the country satisfactory. Still it was judged 
advisable to maintain a strong force in the Protectorate to 
enforce law and order ; and even now, as I write, though the 
French Power is five years old, over 16,000 French troops are 
required to ensure the pacification of a country with less than 
2,000,000 inhabitants. 

France has achieved her aim ; she is now supreme in Tunis, 
and it now remains to be seen whether she will realize those 
aspirations which have been the dreams of Frenchmen for 
centuries, and rvhich have been emphasized by the speeches 
and writings of many well-known authorities. 
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“Tunis,” wrote the American Consul-General, “has the 
finest position in North Africa. Commercial preponderance 
and the control of the Mediterranean are the attractions 
for the Powers which dispute with each other for its possession 
or neutralization.” 

Captain Villot writes : “ If the Tunis lake were only dredged 
and deepened and the coast fortified, and if a powerful navy 
were stationed in the Tunisian roadstead, not only the path to 
Egypt, hut the road to India through the Suez Canal, would 
once more he closed to the people of the West.” 

In Tunis France has a great future, and when the hollow 
farce of the Beylical Government is ended, and the Minister 
Resident transformed into a Governor- General, which post he 
now virtually holds, we may expect to see the work of develop- 
ing the country rapidly proceeded with. Of its mineral and 
agricultural wealth there can he no two opinions. The coast 
line is indented with many spacious harbours ; all that is 
needed are roads to bring the riches of the interior to the sea- 
port towns. 

In its configuration Tunis is similar to Algeria, hut its soil is 
immeasurably more fertile and productive, whilst the minerals 
in its mountains are more readily obtainable. From its moun- 
tains flow innumerable streams, wdiich need but a slight know- 
ledge of the science of irrigation 'to be made the means of 
fertilizing many thousand square miles of country now lying 
barren and untilled. The grinding tyranny of the Moslem 
rule, and the crushing taxation imposed by the Beys, have been 
the cause of the misery and poverty of the people ; these re- 
moved, there is everything to be hoped for in the future. 

France has a far more easy task in Tunis than she had in 
Algeria, and so long as she avoids in Tunis that artificial 
system of colonization which has given rise to so much 
animosity on the part of the Arabs in Algeria, there is no 
reason why the Regency should not become a rich source of 
revenue to the Republic. European agriculturalists can never 
hope to work profitably on the southern shores of the Mediter- 
ranean ; the climate is too enervating, the soil too sterile, the 
resources of the country too few, the life too solitary, for 
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Europeans to attempt to earn tlieir Hying tlaere by Hard manual 
labour. A European would starve on tHe produce of land wHicH 
would provide plenty for an Arab family. 

Capital is what is needed for the development of Tunis — 
capital spent in bringing to light its hidden treasures — capital 
to open up roads, to work mines, to irrigate vast tracts of 
barren land, to improve roadsteads, to dredge harbours, to 
construct railways, to encourage commerce, to civilize an un- 
civilized land, and to show in one more corner of the world the 
immense advantages of Christian rule. 

France has little intention of staying her hand in Tunis. 
She has gauged the amount of resistance Europe is prepared 
to offer towards an extension of her power in Northern Africa. 
England remained satisfied with polite assurances that annexa- 
tion was far from the thoughts of the French Ministry, and 
even when the annexation was an accomplished fact raised not 
the faintest protest ; Italy, checkmated in her own designs, 
cherished vengeful feelings, but took no action ; and Turkey, 
Oriental like, bowed to the inevitable, and calmly accepted the 
loss of her westernmost Province. 

There are other countries in Northern Africa on which 
France has cast the eye of lust, and there is small reason to 
fear that the remonstrances of Spain and of Italy will he more 
forcible than those addressed to Paris on the occasion of the 
seizure of Tunis. Tripoli to the east, Morocco to the west, 
form portions of what might be a vast French Africa, and signs 
are plentiful that France means to enlarge her boundaries so 
as to include both these States. We were hoodwinked, cajoled, 
outwitted in the case of Tunis ; for years the writing had been 
plain upon the walls, the interpretation thereof had been 
pressed borne in many a Consular despatch, hnt successive 
English Ministries had failed to realize the gravity of the 
danger which threatened our power in the Mediterranean, and 
even when the blow fell English Ministers were loath to believe 
that French statesmen had forsworn themselves. 

The question is now at an end, and Tunis, despite the 
puppet Bey who so graciously distributes crosses and stars in 
the Bardo, is an integral portion of the French Eepublic. As 
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yet too little time has passed for us to ascertain what progress 
it has made under the new regime. Of this we may be sure, 
that the dark pages of Tunisian history, teeming with the 
records of piracj', rebellion, and crime, are closed for ever, that 
the humiliating tales of European intrigue in the Bardo will 
never be heard again, and that a new era of comparative free- 
dom has dawned for a hitherto . oppressed p>eople. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

COLONIAL DEFENCES. 

Defence of Englisli Colonies — Dual System in both Countries — Forces 
employed in recent French Colonial Wars— Camp6non’s Scheme for 
a Colonial Army — Boulanger’s Scheme — Present System of Garrison- 
ing Colonies — Xaval Forces in French Colonies — Admiral Aube’s 
Groups of Combat— Destruction of English Commerce — Means of 
counteracting these Schemes. 

Before closing this work it will be necessary to devote a short 
space to the question of the defence of the French colonies. 
With ns the broad principle is that those colonies in the popu- 
lation of which the European element predominates, and which 
are exposed to no danger from native risings, the mother 
country should, except in the event of a European war, leave 
the colony to take care of itself. The infant has learnt to walk 
unaided. The services of the British soldier as a protector 
are no longer required; and the colony, acquiring self-reliance, 
and strong in her own self-esteem, takes an especial pride in 
organizing her own means of defence. There still remain 
many English colonies which, for a variety of reasons, are 
excluded from this category : the ever-recurring Dutch and 
Kaffir questions in South Africa ; the paucity of the English 
labouring-classes in the Straits Settlements, Ceylon, the Gold 
Coast, the West Indies, the Mauritius, and St. Helena, have 
led successive Governments to maintain garrisons of regular 
troops in these places ; whilst, for other reasons, a small force — 
too small, indeed, to be considered in the light of a defensive 
force — has been retained in Canada. Some of the places I have 
here enumerated are garrisoned because they are links in the 
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great chain which binds the British colonies to Great Britain, 
or are the coaling stations of the fleet which j)rotects England’s 
commerce, and which, in time of war, would be required to 
uphold her title of Empress of the Seas. Our colonies, then, 
for defensive purposes, maybe classed in two categories : those 
which are self-supporting, and those garrisoned by regular 
troops, which, for discipline, organization, and administration 
are subordinated to the War Office. The whole of the forces 
employed in colonial defences own as their legitimate head the 
Eield-Marshal Gommanding-in-Ohief. 

In France, also, a dual system exists; the smaller colonies 
being garrisoned by detachments from those magnificent bodies, 
the Infantry and Artillery of the Marine, subordinate to the 
Minister of the Marine and of the Colonies. The large colonies, 
on the other hand, are dependent upon the Minister of War, 
their garrisons being regiments and batteries of the Regular 
Army, or Native Corps raised on the spot, and officered partly 
by natives themselves, partly by officers wdio are willing to 
expatriate themselves for the additional pay offered for colonial 
service. We then have the Spahis and other Arab troops of 
the 19 th Army Corps in Algeria, the Tirailleurs of Senegal, of 
Annam and Tonkin, and the Cipalii companies of the East 
Indian settlements. Besides these we have the Disciplinary 
Companies, composed of the scum of the whole French Army. 
So we have the Minister of War responsible for the efficiency 
of a large portion of the troops garrisoning the French 
colonies, and his colleague of the Admiralty responsible for 
the remainder. 

Such an arrangement has many drawbacks. It was evident 
from the first, that the short-service system of Germany w’’ould 
break down utterly when applied to a colonial army. We have 
found out how unsnited our own modifications of the German 
system are with regard to India and the colonies ; what enoi*- 
mous expense the constant reliefs entail; and that the youth 
of twenty years is but a weak reed to rely on in an enervating 
climate and with a savage foe. The French have discovered 
this likewise. In the Tunisian campaign — a campaign waged 
on the shores of the Mediterranean, within forty- eight hours’ 
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steam of Toulon — ^tlie three-year-old soldiers died like flies ; 
and, in order to hold a country with something under three 
million inhahitants, an Army Corps of upwards of thirty thou- 
sand men became necessary. The operations in Madagascar 
and in Tonkin have still further shown the Trench the joints 
in their armour ; and it was found not merely that the mortality 
amongst the young soldiers was appalling — that wus to be ex- 
pected — but that the organization of the home army could not 
stand the terrible drain this spirited colonial policy demanded. 
In Tunis over 30,000 men were quartered ; in Tonkin the 
army furnished 38,000, and the navy 8,000 more ; and in 
Madagascar some 10,000 were employed. Eighty thousand 
men over and above the regular garrisons of the colonies ! Small 
wonder that successive Ministers of War have brought forward 
projects for the formation of a colonial army which should ' ho 
composed of old, seasoned soldiers, tempted hy high pay and 
the promise of good pensions, to make the army their pro- 
fession, and the colonies their home. 

Ministers of War succeed each other with such giddy rapidity 
ill Trance, and each Minister seems to think it criminal to 
indulge in a continuity of policy, that, as yet, no scheme for 
a colonial army has received the sanction of the Chamber. 

General Oampenon, the War Minister in 1885, proposed to 
form a Colonial Army consisting of — 

8 Eegular Eegiments, each of 4 Battalions, with 2 Depot 
Companies, 

1 Eegiment of 4 Battalions of Annamite Tirailleurs, 

„ 4 „ Tonkinois „ 

„ 2 „ Senegal „ 

2 Companies of Indian Sepoys, 

2 Eegiments of Artillery, each consisting of 3 Horse 
and 11 Field Batteries, 

giving a total of 42 battalions and 156 guns. 

This scheme received extensive modifications in the present 
year (1886), and the project now before the Chambers pro- 
vides very efficiently, not merely for the proper defences of the 
colonies, but for the furtherance of that scheme of colo niai 
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expansion wliich is so strongly supported by an influential 
party in Paris. 

The troops bolding the African littoral of the Mediterranean 
are to be divided into two Army Corps, tbe 19tli and 20th 
respectively ; tbe force in Senegal is to be strongly increased, 
so that tbe opening up of regular communication between tbe 
Freucb dominions on tbe Congo and in Algeria may speedily 
be looked for. Wbat is this but a step towards tbe absorp- 
tion of Morocco, and tbe conversion of tbe Mediterranean into 
a French lake ? 

Tbe garrisons of tbe other colonies are strengthened and 
otherwise placed on a more efficient basis, tbe main idea being 
to abolish tbe dual control, and to place tbe military forces of 
each colony under one bead. That this will tend to consoli- 
date tbe colonial possessions of France is undeniable; tbe 
only matter for surprise being that it has been delayed so 
long. These schemes, however, are yet in embryo, and w'e must 
look then at tbe present condition of the forces in tbe French 
colonies.* 

First, then, we have the 19th Army Corps garrisoning 
Algeria. Next we have, in Tunis, troops from tbe regular 
army dislocating tbe territorial system, wliicli never w^as in- 
tended to include colonial service within its attributions ; we 
also fmd provisional regiments from the regular army serving 
in Tonkin and Madagascar, their presence being made neces- 
sary by tbe fact that the troops at the disposal of tbe Minister 
of Marino were not equal to the task of furthering tbe colonial 
policy inaugurated by tbe Third Republic. Then we have the 
Tirailleurs of Senegal, of Annam, and of Tonkin, as well as 
certain Disciplinary Companies; all these troops being sub- 
ordinate to tbe Minister of War. 

In addition to these we have tbe magnificent soldiers be- 
longing to the Infantry and Artillery of tbe Marine, holding 
tbe older colonics, such as Martinique, Guadaloupe, Pieunion, 
Gruiana, St. Pierre, and Miquelon ; Disciplinary Companies, 
subordinate to tbe Minister of Marine, in tbe various coloziies ; 

* (See Appendix, Tables 7 and 8. 
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and Natiye Troops, ojEdcered partly by educated natives of rank 
and education, partly by officers drafted from tbe various 
Marine Corps. 

Irrespective of tbeir military garrisons, tbe colonies of France 
are further strengthened, in many cases, by naval flotillas. I do 
not allude to the fleets organized vidth a view of showing the 
French flag in distant waters, and if need arises, of acting on 
the offensive. Like England, France has her fleets in the 
Mediterranean, in the East Indies, in China, the Pacific, and 
elsewhere. I allude exclusively to the flotillas placed at the 
disposal of Colonial Governors for Colonial purposes. 

Off St. Pierre, and Miquelon, vessels are needed for the 
superintendence and protection of the fishing interests. The 
Kesident at Tunis requires coasting craft, to warn the corsair- 
bred seamen of Barbary that their power for evil has for ever 
departed. The rivers of Senegal, of Gaboon, of Tonkin, and 
Cochin-China, need constant patrolling. Kdunion, Obock, and 
Tahiti, want means of communication with neighbouring 
states. Guiana and New Caledonia, require constant blockad- 
ing, ill order to keep in check the convicts who daily seek 
means of escape. The naval services thus rendered entail the 
employment of forty-nine craft of various sizes, and over four i, 
thousand men.’^ 1 

With the fever for colonial expansion has come the recollec- I 
tions of what the colonies did for France in the great wars i 
waged between her and England ; how they were made the 
bases of operations in many a successful expedition against 
English colonies, and how their harbours gave shelter to fleets 
that gallantly fought our own, and to corsairs that swept our 
commerce from the seas. 

Dreams of the revival of a Colonial France very naturally 
bring with them dreams of the destruction of English trade. 
Colbert’s great maxim, Commerce begets wealth, and wealth 
furnishes the sinews of war,” is not yet forgotten, and there 
still live in France men who look to the day when the renewal 
of a European war will enable the hardy sailors of Dunkerque 
and St. Malo to emulate the deeds of their corsair fathers. 

* Bqq Appendix, Table 9. 



Colonial Defences. 293 

Tiie present Minister of Marine, himself an ex-Colonial Gover- 
nor, is one of the most practical of these dreamers, and he has 
elaborated a scheme of colonial naval defence which, if success- 
fully put into execution, would place each colony beyond the 
reach of attack, and make it at the same time a centre of dis- 
turbance against British trade. 

Admiral Aube’s views have been soberly advanced in journals 
of weight and influence, and he had the powerful support of 
one of the ablest pens in France — alas ! I should have to write 
had : for the talented advocate of the Groii'^e de Comhat system 
of warfare, Monsieur Gabriel Oharmes, has passed aw^ay to 
the majority whilst yet in the flush of youth, and in the very 
height of his fame. Admiral Aube will have much difiiculty 
in finding a journalist possessed with such a facile pen and 
such wide experience, as the one who thrust into European 
notoriety the Ifrench Minister’s scheme of naval warfare. 

Admiral Aube’s vie'ws are, that each colony should be made 
the headquarters of one or more Groups of Combat, destined 
not merely for the defences of that colony, but to harass the 
trade of any nation with which Franco might be at war. A 
glance at the map will show how fatally destructive such a 
scheme wnuld be to English commerce. 

These groups are to consist of one swift steaming cruiser of 
about 2,500 tons, capable of steaming twenty knots an hour, 
and of keeping the sea at a rate of ten knots for a distance of 
3,000 miles ; the craft is to he armed -with two five-inch breech- 
loading guns, a couple of torpedo-tubes, and a considerable 
number of Hotchkiss cannon. She is to be the flag-ship of the 
little squadron, and is to carry reserve crews, and reserve suj)- 
plies of food, coal, ammunition, and provisions for her satel- 
lites; these comprise two swift-steaming gun-vessels and eight 
sea-keeping torpedo-boats. 

The gun-vessels are to be craft of about 400 tons burtlion, 
and armed with one five-inch breechloader, a proportionate 
number of machine guns, and a crew of fifty men. They, too, 
are to possess a high rate of speed, and to be capable of keep- 
ing the sea for a considerable time. 

The torpedo-boats are invariably to be worked in pairs, the 
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one carrying two Whiteliead torpedoes, and no other weapon of 
offence or defence ; the other, a spar torpedo, and a couple of 
powerful Hotchkiss. The duty of the former craft is to threaten 
and destroy an enemy’s Yessel ; the duty of the latter to protect 
her consort from the attack of small craft, and if necessary, to 
use her own spar torpedo in self-defence. 

Working ingroups, these eleTen swift-steaming vessels ought 
to outshine the deeds of the schooners and luggers which Sur- 
couf and Fourmentin led against us in the last great war ; hut, 
unfortunately for Admiral Auhe’s scheme, sea-going torpedo- 
boats have not as yet proved themselves capable of keeping the 
sea. Our own experiences off the West coast of Ireland in 
the summer of 1885, and the experiences of the French craft 
now operating in the Gulf of Toulon, prove these vessels to be 
valuable only in smooth weather. The idea of Groupes de 
Comhat i^ a good one, and is capable of modification. If for 
his eight torpedo-boats the French Minister substituted one 
more large cruiser and two more gun- vessels, and maintained 
such squadrons at each colony, there is no doubt that we should 
be compelled to make similar efforts, or be obliged tamely to 
submit to the destruction of our commerce. French colonies 
lie in the fair way of every single trade route we possess. Tlieir 
squadrons could swoop down on the flank of our great commer- 
cial highways, and ruin our maritime supremacy. Algeria and 
Tunis are destined to become the headquarters of a Qroupe de 
Combat which should sweep the British flag from the Mediter- 
ranean ; Obock would hermetically seal the Bed Sea ; Saigon 
and Haiphong would paralyze our China trade ; Reunion and 
Madagascar would give shelter to groups destined to dominate 
the Indian Ocean ; Tahiti and New Caledonia would be a source 
of grave danger to Australia; from the harbour of Gaboon 
vessels would swoop dowm on ships engaged in our African 
trade ; whilst Martinique and Guadaloupe would enable Franco 
to put a finishing touch to the disasters which overhang our 
West Indian possessions. Such schemes sound well in a lec- 
ture hall, and can be painted vividly enough to strike the imagi- 
nation in a magazine article. But Englishmen must remember 
that, though Surcouf and his fellow-corsairs worked damage 
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enougli to English trade, and inflicted ruin upon tliousaiids of 
Eiigiisli mercliaiits, our commerce was by no means destroyed, 
and tlie evils we suffered were due to our own faults of 
omission. 

For every letter of marque France issued we might well 
have issued two, and if the sea-wolves of Brittany are hold 
and daring, surely our owui seafaring population can produce 
men as brave and spirits as enterprising. Admiral Aube’s 
scheme of Colonial Naval Defence will be successful so long 
as it is allowed to proceed unchallenged ; but it is a scheme 
that may be checkmated. 

Counter groups can without difficulty be evolved out of the 
swift-steaming merchant vessels of Great Britain’s monster 
fleet. The French ships are not yet built ; ours are even now 
cruising in distant oceans, or lying in Colonial harbours. If 
Bizerta and Algiers can give shelter to a squadron which is to 
sweep the English flag from the Mediterranean, we have har- 
bours equally commodious in Gibraltar, Malta, and Cyprus ; if 
Obock can hermetically seal the Bed Sea, there is no reason 
wdiy Aden should not hermetically seal Obock. Singapore and 
'Hong-Kong may be used as a counterpoise to Saigon and 
Haiphong, and Mauritius made the base of operations against 
liduiiion and Madagascar. Our Australian harbours can give 
shelter to vessels that would sweep the New' Caledonian squad- 
ron off the seas and transport the recidivists of France back to 
tbe Boulevards which spurn them. Fiji and the Falkland 
Islands would not submit tamely to the insults of a mosquito 
fleet located in Tahiti, and Martinique and Guadaloupe might 
do w'orse than us to place them a third time under English 
protection. 

France will he wise in adopting the motto— Defence, not 
Defiance,” lor her colonial policy. So long as the schemes for 
Colonial Defences embrace only measures of defence, and are 
not aimed at the supremacy of other nations, France will be 
alloived to pursue her dream undisturbed. Our policy towards 
her has never been one of aggression, nor have we ever made a 
descent upon any one of her colonies except in pure self- 
defence. Not until these colonies became nests of corsairs did 
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we even tlireaten tlieir capture, and not until they had been 
made the bases of descents on our own colonies did we carry 
these threats into execution. 

The formation of a Colonial Army is a just and politic mea- 
sure, one which will give relief to the nation at large and be a 
distinct benefit to each individual colony ; but the formation of 
a fleet based on Admiral Aube’s scheme of Croups of Combat, 
is a distinct threat to English and German commerce, and 
would of necessity be met by counter measures, which, though 
at first partaking somewhat of the character of a game of brag, 
would eventually lead to recriminations, reprisals, and the 
inevitable dismemberment of Colonial France. 
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No. I. 

Batificatioii of tlio Powers granted to the “ Compagnie pour 
lo Commerce cV Orient et de Madagascar et d’establer des 
Colonies fraiicaises aiix isles de 1’ Orient,” wliicli was constituted 
by Eoyal Charter in 1042. 

“ .Louis a tons ceu-v, etc. Salut. 

“ Lo feu Cardinal Due de Bicliolieii, eorame Grand Maitre, Chef et 
Suriixteudant de la Navigation et Coinmorce de France, ayant de son 
vivunt, en vertu du pouvoir a Ini doiinu par noire tres lionore Seigneur 
et Pore, le .Roy desfuut, qui Dieu absolve, aecordo, donno, et octroje an 
Sieiir Iligault Tun de nos Cappituines entretenus en la marine pour 
nostre service et ses associez, leurs lieretiers et aiaus cause, plein 
pouvoir et perraission d’envoyer axxx Isles de Madagascai’, costes de 
Mozarnbic et aux Isles et tarres adjacentes de TOrieut des vaisseaux 
annez eu gucri'o et marcliandise aflin d’y dtablir un negoee et Oolonie 
do Franf;ois poxxr le bien et utillite de ce royaume suivant et ainsi qu’il 
est portu par la Concession qui lui en avoit estd faicte a cetto fin en 
datte du 2S Janvier, 1642. Et desirant de nostre part apporter toxxt ce 
qi.xi pexxt estre requis pour I’entretien de la navigation, des voyages de 
long coxxrs aux aixtlieurs et entx’cpreneurs auxqixels nous voulons a 
I’avenir donnes toutes les protections et assistenions a nous possibles pour 
lexir etablessement et manutention de leurs negoces affin que par cette 
facilite et sous nostre appuy ils se porte plus libremeat a former des 
Gompagnie.g pour la deseouverture des navigations longtaines et en 
rapporter euxmesme en notx'e royaume, des avantages que nos sujets 
son obligxis de mandier a grands couts axxx autres nations de Europe. 
Nous avoirs conformenicnt .'i Tarrest de notre conseil du 15 Fevrier, 1642, 
y attache avec la coppic collationnee de la dicte eoncession, confirme, 
loue, ratisfie et approxivd, confirmous, louons, ratisfions et approuvons 
le contenu du diet pouvoir et concession. 

“Youlons ordonnons et nous piaist qn’elle soit en son plain et 
entier effet. Et que du contenu en icelle le diet Rigault et ses associez, 
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lieritierSj sTiccesseurs, et aiaus cause jouissent plaiuemeut et paisibleinent 
sans qn’il y soit contreventi en quelgne sorte et nianiCTe qne ce soit stir 
les peines portees par icelle. 

“ Sy donnons en niandement a nostre treg clier cousin le Due de 
Fronsac, Marqtiis de Breze, Grand Maitre, Obef, et Surintendant-general 
de la Navigation et Commerce de France, nos OlSciers de la ^Marine, et 
anx Jnges et Officiers a qn’il appartiendra qne la conteini en la dicte 
Concession, ils fassent entretenir, garder et observer et d’icelle joiiir et 
user le diet Eiganlt ses assoeiez, leurs lieritiers et aiaus cause faisant 
cesser tout trouble et empesebemeut quelconque et commandons a tons 
linissiers et sergents de faire pour I’esecutioii d’icelle en vertu des pre- 
sentes non obstaut clameur de pars cliartre norniande prise a partie ou 
autres choses a ce contraire pour lesquolles ne sera differe, 

“ En temoins nous donnons, etc,, a Paris, 
le 20'”® Septembro, 1643.” 
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No. II. 

Extract from tlie Letters-Patent of Louis XI Y,, dated 
1st September, 1684, for the Eomidation of the Company of 
tbe East Indies. 

Art. 29. — “ Non.s avons ilomiA concedt* efc octroye, dounons, coucedong, 
octroyous h ladita Compagnie, Tile de Madaga.gcar ou Saint Laurent avec 
les ties cireoiivoiyiues, forts, liabitations qiti peuvent y avoir ete con- 
struitH par nos sujets; et tant que besoin est nous avous siibroyo 
ladito Compagnie a celle ci-dcvant etablie pour ladito ile de Madagascar 
en consequence du contrat do delaissement fait par les interesses de 
ladite Compagnie, avec les Syndics de la nouvelle passe par le notaire 
au Gliatelet de Fai-is lo jour du present mois, que nous avons appi’ouve 
et ratilie approuvoiis et ralilions par oes prosentes pour en jouir par 
ladite Gonijjaguie ii perpctuite et en toutc proprietd Seigneurie et justice 
ensemble des droits contenus au proeddeut article (referring to tbe 
rigbts conferred on tbe Company, so far as Hindostan was concerned), 
ne nous ruservant aucun droit ni devoir loour tons lesdits pays compris 
en la pnisente concession que la seule foi et liommage iige que ladite 
Compagnie sera tenuc de nous reudre, et ii nos successeurs rois avec le 
redevance ii cbacun mutation de roi d’mie couronne et un sceptre d’or da 
poids de 100 rtuu'c.s. 

“ Art, 30. — Sera tenuc, ladite Compagnie etablier des ecclesiastiqttes 
esdites Isles de Madagascar, et autres lieux qu’elle aura conquis. 

“Louis XIV.” 
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Arret du Oonseil d’Etat Goncernant Madagascar. 

“ Le Eoi a’estaut fait representer en son conseil Sa Majeste y eatant sou 
edit d’Aoiist, 1664 pour I’etablissemeut de la Compagnie royalledes Indes 
Orientallea par lequel Sa Majestb auroit eu I’Article 20 eutr’autres 
clioses donue et concAie a la dicte Compagnie, I’isle de Madagascar ou 
de St. Lauran aveoles isles circonvoisns forts et habitations qui pouvoient 
y avoir este eonstruits par ses snjets, pour cn jouir par la dicte Com- 
pagnie eu toute propriutc et seigueurie, sans autre reserve quo de la 
foy et horumago Hge ii >Sa Majeste et a ses successeurs Roys sous la 
redevaucQ d’uue couroune et d’un sceptre d’or du poids de cents marcs 
au cas marqu«i par le diet Article 29. La declaration do f3a Majeste du 
mois de Fevricr, 1685, pour retablissement d’une nouvelle Compagnie 
pour faive le Commerce des ludos portaut aussy entr’autres choses 
qu’eu cas quo la dicte nouvelle Compagnie trouvast a propos de reuoncer 
a la propriety etseigneiiriede la dicte Isle de Madagascar ou de St Lauran 
ello demeurera dechargee do la foy et hommage lige ensemble de la 
redevauce portee par le diet Article 29, de I’edit de 1664. La deliberation 
prise en rassemblee des Directeurs Genoraux do la dicte Compagnie ii 
Paris le 16“'“ November 1685 : par laquelle il auroit estd arreste que 
Sa Majeste sera suppliee de les decharges de la garde de la dicte isle de 
Saint Lauran ou de Madagascar a la propviete et seigneurie de laquelle ils 
renoncent ensemble de la foy et hommage et redevance portee par le diet 
Article 29 toot cousidere. 

“ Sa Majeste extant eu son Conseil en eonsfiqnence de la renonciation 
taitc par la Gom]3aguie des Indes Orientalles, a la pvopridte et seigneurie 
do risle de Madagascar qui Sa Maje.stc a agree et approuvee, a rcuny et 
rcunii a sou domaine la dicte Isle do ^ladagascar, forts, habitations en 
dependant et raouvant compris dans la Concession, portait par Fddit 
iVoritahlisseraent de la Compagnie des Indes Orientalles du raois d’Aoxist, 
I6(!b pour par Sa Majeste en disposer en tonte proprietc seigneurie et 
justice tout de meme et ainsy qu’elle aurait pu faire auparavant son 
diet edit et en consequence demeurera la dicte Compagnie des Indes 
Orientalles deschavgdc comme des h present. Sa Majeste la ddcharge 
de la foy et hommage lige et de la redevance d’nne couronne et d’un 
sceptre ePor du pois et an ces mentionne par le diet Article 29, et xoour 
I’execution du present arrest toutes lettves necessaires sevont expedites. 

(Signe) Bouchekat.” 
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No. IV. 

Declaration de Tsimandroho an Grand Roi de France, 
d' Alger, de Bourbon et de leaucoup d'aiitres liens. 

“Moi, Tsimaudrolio de la famille de ror, ci-devaiit roi de Vohemar a la 
Grande Terre de Madagascar, a present maitre d’une partie de IsToasi Be 
de Nossi Falj, ayant ete vanicu a, la Grande Terre par les Hovas nos 
oruels ennemis, je ne suis pas en etat de me defendre contre leurs 
attaqnes. Si un autre roi ne vient a nos secours nous somnies tons 
perdus. 

“ J’ai rduni tous mes Oonseillers et les principaux cliefs pour deliberer 
sur ce que nous avions a faire, Nous reconnaissons que le roi de France 
est capable de vaincre des Hovas, et qn’il ne nous trompera pas. S’il 
vient a notre secours nous vivrons tous ainsi que nos families. 

“ O’est pourquoi je me mets entre les mains du grand roi de France. 
Je iui donne tous mes terres, mes villages et mes sujets, Je le prie de 
nous aider centre les Hovas. Tous mes gens desirent d’apprendre a 
combaltre oomme les Francais, et d’aller au combat aveo eux. Je desire 
beancoup me faire le parent du roi de France. Qu’il soit mon pere et 
moi son fils. Je suivrai les ordres du roi de France et des ses Envoyes 
dans ce pays ; s’il me dit de rester debout, je resterai debout ; s’il me dit 
de m’asseoir, je m’asseirai; s’il me dit de travailler, de combafctre, je 
ferai, ce qu’il me dira. 

“ Nous ne savons rien, nous desirous tous que le roi de France nous 
envoie des personnes pour nous enseigner a lire, a dcrire et beancoup 
d’autres cboses. 
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No. V. 

“ SiKE,— Je conjure Votre Majesto de recevoir les paroles de M. Lambert 
et les prieres qu’il vous fera en mon iiom, comrae si elle les entendait 
sortir de raa bouciie, car c’est moi qui les liii ai transraises avec des 
details qn’il n’etait pas opportuu de confier au papier. Veuillez done 
considerer M. Lambert comme un autre moi-m6me.” 

On belialf of tlie eliiefs discontented with the rule of Queen 
Ranavolana, a second letter was written. 

“ Non, il li’est pas possible qne I’Enqiercnr des Nraneaises repousse 
les pricres qui lui sout faites eu favour de Jiladagascar, lorsqu’il apprendva 
tons les rnaux qui ddsolont ee malheureux pays ; la multitude de per- 
sonnes assassin des cluique jour, les fouimes et les enfants vendus comme 
esclaves le taugbeu administre sur de simple sonpyona, des corvees et des 
services continuels qui enldveuttous les liommes a leurs travaux sans la 
moimh’o compensation. II scmblc qu’on n’ait eu vue que de depouiller 
lo peiiplo Malgaebe et de fairc luourir de fuirn ce qui aura ete epargne par 
la aagaie et le taugben. (r^ue Totre Majestu iie aoit pas etonnee de voir 
si peu de signatures a cette Ic'tre! Elle se couvrirait de noins si nous la 
presentions au.v nombreux partisans de Ralcoto d’Radaina et de la civilis- 
ation; maia la prudence nous fait une loi de tenir cacbe ce qui poxrrrait 
cduter de vie a des milliers de personues.” 
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No. VI. 

Extract of Letter from Father Jonen. 

“ Le recrutement des travailleiirs venait de s’oi-ganiser dans la bale du 
Baly, il jeta subitement sur toiites ces plages ane foule de 11 a vires attires 
par I’appat d’mi gain fabuleux, L’engage qui s’obteiiait snr les lieux 
pour vingt on trente. piastres iie se cedait guere a la Eeunioii ?i moius d*e 
deux cents ou deux cents quarante piastres (1,000 to 1,200 francs). 
Qu’on juge jusqu’a quel point dut se trouver sur excitee la cupidite des 
commercants. Celle des Malgaches ne le fut pas nioins a la vue des 
liqueurs fortes, des barils d’arrack et des cadeaux de touts espece qni leur 
dtaient prodigues. Dos Ions, ce ne fut partout de leur part que guerres 
et incursions pour voler des lionimes et les I’evendre aux blancs.*^ Libre 
ou esclave ou enlevait impitoyablement tout ce qui tombait sous la 
main. Oombieii de fois nous-mdmes n’avons nous pas rencontre de ces 
malheureux attaches a uii long j)oteau, les fers an cou et aux pieds 
couchds sur le sable en attendant flieure de I’embarquement. O’etaient 
des engages voloniaires pour File de Reunion. Que resultdit-il de ces 
funestes operations? C’est que unefois it bord ces infortunes, pettes 
voles, arracbes brutalement a leur pays et a leur famille, n’aspiraient 
qu’a se soustraire ii une si affreuse servitude. Les chefs qui les avaient 
vendus etaient les premiers, sous main, a leur en suggdrer Tidee et a leur 
en fournir les moyens dans Tespoir infernal de les reprendre bientdt pour 
les revendre une seconde fois : ajoutez Fincurie des capitaines et des 
equipages qm plus d’une fois out raisse leurs navires presque seuls et 
sans defense a la merci de ces forcends, la tentation dtait trop forte nour 
n’y pas succomber.” ^ 


No. YII. 

Moiiely, 20“ AvrilylQQl. 

‘^Monsieuk le Oomkandant Supekiexjb, 

‘‘ Je suis a la derniere extremite et si Pon ne vient promptement 
a mon secours je suis perdu sans ressource, 

“M. le Commandant je mets ma personne, celle de nu enfants et mon 
lie sons la protection de la France. 

“Pour premier acte de ce protectorat envoyez moi de suite un navire 
avec des forces eufin de me dehvrer d’une maniere ou d’une autre de mes 

oppresseurs qui pressureat aussi mon peuple. 


Tombi Fatouma.’ 


304 


No. VIII. 

Text of tlie Charter granted to Monsieur Lahorde. 

“ Nous Eadama IT. Eoi de Madagascar, — 

“Vn uotre eliarte en date du 15 Alahamady, 1856 (■28® Juin, 
1855), pai' laquelle nous avons donne pouvoir exclusif a notre ami 
J. Lambert de constitner et de diriger tine Oompagnie ayant pour but 
I’exploitatioii dcs mines de Madagascar et la culture des terrains situes 
sur les cotes et dans I’interieur. 

“ Attendu qu’il est important d’arreter les tenues de la Charte 
detlnitive que nous accordons a J. Lambert pour les services qu’il nous a 
rendns et le mettre a memo de former cette Oompagnie que nous appelons 
de tons nos vfxsux pour nous aider dans nos projcts do civilisation de 
notre pays. 


OlIAWTIUil I'L 

Nous autorisons J. Iiambert a former une Corapagnie ayant pour but 
rexploitation des mines de Madagascar, dcs forets et des terrains situes 
sur les cotes et dans I’intin'icur. 

“Ladite Oompagnie aura Ic droit do creer des routes, canaux, ebantiers 
de construction, etablissements d’utilite publique, faire frapper des 
monnaies a Teffigie du Eoi, en uii mot elle pourra faire tout ce qn’elle 
jugera convonable au bien des pays. 


Chapitee II‘“‘'. 

“ Art. T.- Nous accordons et concedons Ti la Oompagnie le privilege 
c'xclnsif de rexploitation de toutes les mines de Madagascar, soit de 
cellos qui sout deja conriues, soit do cellos qui ponrraient plus tard etre 

di'couvorlcs. 

“ Art. ‘J . — Nous accordons et concedons ogalement ii ladite Oompagnie 
aoi pour elle-mume, soit pour ceux quelle admettra eu participation de 
cette faculte le privilege de clioisir sur les cotes et dans rinterieur du 
pays des terraims inoccupes pour etre mis en culture. En consequence la 
Corapagnie deviendra proprietaire qu’elle aura choisis des qu’elle aura 
fait connaitre sa prise de possession. 

“ Art. 6. — La Oompagnie ne payera aucuns droits sur les mineraux 
expluites ni sur les produits qu’elle pourra faire. 

“ Art. '1. — Les produits de rexploitation des mines de Madagascar et 
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de des cultures jouirout du privilege de libre exportation, sans droits de 
sortie. Ses proprietes ne serout pas susoeptibles d’etre grevees d'impots. 
Oe qtii entrera pour le service de la Oompagnie ne payera aucua droit. 

“ Art. 5 . — 'Nous engageons a favoriser cette Oorapaguie de tout notre 
pouvoir et specialement a I’aider a se procurer des travailleurs. 

"Nous abaiidonnons a la Cotnpagme toutes les usines de Boatsima- 
namprovana afin de la mettre a mdme d’employes im media temeut des 
ouvriers. 

“ Nous donnons egalement le Chateau de Socomrana pour y etablir le 
siege de son administration. 

“ De son cote la Oompagnie s'engage envers nous par une reciprocite 
loyale a nous aider selon sou pouvoir dans nos projets d’amelioration et 
de civilisation de notre pays, se rappelant qn’elle est fondee dans le but 
de procurer le bien et la prosperity de notre Grouvernement. 

" Voulons que la presente Charte faite de bonne foi en presence de 
Dieu pour aider a la civilisation de notre pays soit une garantie pour 
notre ami J. Lambert en meme temps qu’elle sera pour lui un temoignage 
de notre reconnaissance afiu de I’aider a former* cette Oompagnie que 
nous desirous voir se constituer le xolustot possible afin qu’elle soit une 
gage de notre parole royale qu’il ne nous est plus x^ermis de retirer. 

"M. Lambert s’engage a donner a S. M. Ladama II. et a ses suc- 
cesseurs le dix pour cent sur les benefices net que la Oompagnie fera. 

“ Axtananaiuvo, 

“ 8 Alaharaho, 1862 (8® November, 1861). 

(Signe) “Eadama IL, 

“ Eoi du Madagascar; 

“Eahanihaka, 

*' Minister for Foreign Affairs ; 

“ Eainilairivony, 

“ Commander of the Forces ; 

“ Eainiketaka, 

“Minister of Just'ce. 

" Je certifie la presente traduction conforme a la Ohai-te Malgache 
donnee par S. M. Eadama II. a M. Lambert, le neuf Novembre, mil huit 
cent soixante et uu. 

“ Le Consul de France. 

“(Signe) Laborde. 

“Antax^inaeivo, 

“ISEcp. 1862, 

“ (Signe) J. Dupre, 

“Le Chef de la Mission Fran^aise a Madagascar.” 
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No. 1 .— TABLE SHOWmCx THE PRINCIPAL 



Adminis- 1 
tration in j 
Paris. 

1 Civil Gov- 1 
i eminent, j 

! 1 

3 

'A 


M 

Medical. 



.£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

M/ii‘fciTiiqne . 


3,654 

38,028 


LI, 979 i 

3,191 

8,784 

Guiulalonpe 


3,654 

32,185 


13,223 i 

3,163 

9,172 

Etnmion 


3,497 

26,258 

15,660 : 

LI, 787 1 

5,051 

6,614 

Guiana . 


2,742 

14,111 

16,172 

5,179: 

2,454 

3,836 

Senegal 


7,351 

182,031 

53,695 

2,306 

1,370 

29,078 

Gaboon . 



3,197 

41,060 




St. Pierre and Miquelon 


1,510 

6,907 

54,200 

996 

499 

1,145 

Ste. Marie do Madagascar 








Nossi . 


1,253 

1,.560 


425 

405 

965 

Mayotte . ■ . • 


1,253 

1,485 


425 

287 

161 

Taliiti .... 


2,350 

14,372 

33,189 

2,080 

788 

2,015 

New Caledonia. 


4,430 

28,049 

31,181 

3,670 

973 

9,539 

Bast Indies . 


3,866 

5,304 


6,276 

729 

1,982 

Cochin-China . 


3,13S 

42,441 

48,332 



19,056 

Tonkin 



... 

104,774 



... 

Obock 


1,420 

4,394 

; 5,172 



1,035 

Algeria . . 


1,613,360 

.2,387,253 

; 10,525 

60,491 

3,510 


Tunis 


16,300 

1 S07,OSC 

) 23,217 


... 


Madagascar . 



348,471 





General Service 

11,60( 

) 784 

: 12,94t 



2,618 

214 
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ITEMS OE COLONIAL EXPENDITUEB. 


1 

'd’p. 

•sl* 

Transport 
of OSicials. 

A 

^ d 
1*1 

Rations. 

Convict 

Establish- 

ment. 

Public 

Works. 

^iJ 


Miscella- 

neous. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£, 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 



3,512 


15,174 





871 

87,193 



4,278 

1,200 

14,544 





1,084 

84,503 

45,360 


3,280 

... 

15,845 






133,352 



2,320 

3,970 

11,342 

83,612 


... 



145,738 

317,617 


7,100 

3,014 

69,520 


24,612 

... 


... 

573,082 




1,762 


... 

... 




46,019 



476 

1,532 

1,290 






67,555 




1,400 







1,400 



980 

2,000 

1,715 





2,090 

11,393 



970 

2,000 

45 





2,168 

8,791 


... 

1,720 

3,689 

5,171 



... i 



65,374 


131,888 

3,284 

7,527 

36,595 

225,694 


20,000 



502,830 



2,279 


714 






21,150 


308,462 

5,072l 


58,405 






484,906 


24,400 









^OOOjOOO 



360 


792 




\ 

4,319^ 

17,498 

271,662 

159,848 



... 


177,298 

171,715 


22i},772 

''5,070,434 


35,200 



... 

... 





881,797 


... 



... 

... 





“60,000 


398,344 

3,217 

15,400 

366 

16,240 




29,746 

494,775 







1 

1 

Total . £10,989,250 






Deduct Eeceipts from Colouial Souret.H 

1,346,977 







Total . 

£9,642,273 


Tlu) position of tliGHo oolonios being exceptional, I havo nierely placed the estimaied cost of 
occupaiion. This will naturally bo iimoh exceodecl. 

'• Of this sum £1,322,000 is raised by taxation in Algeria. 
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No. 2.— TABLE SHOWING SOME OE THE PRINCIPAL 




Molasses. 

Rum. 

Coffee. 

Cotton. 

Martiniqua . 

IIJS. 

118,019,000 

gallons. 

473,880 

gallons. 

1,862,080 

lbs. 

176,000 

lbs. 

7,788 

G-uaclaloupe 

124,493,017 

1,492,282 

471,614 

1,556,017 

60,685 

Eduuioa . , 

74,055,843 

452,760 

208,978 

1,912,087 


Gruiaiia . 


25,480 

55,000 

57,200 


Senegal 






Gaboon . 






St. Pierre and Miquelon 






Ste. Marie tie Madagascar 






No.ssi B4 . . . 

1,957,175 


4,701,950 

1,540 


Mayotte . 

7,190,412 


1,766,996 

286 


Tahiti .... 






New Caledonia . 






East Indies . 






Cocbin-CIiina . 
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PEODUOTS OP THE VARIOUS FEENCH COLONIES. 



Cocoa. 

Spices. 

Vanilla. 

Pepper. 

Tobacco. 

Anatto. 

Bice, 

Salt Fisb. 

Coijper 
and other 
Metals. 


lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 


517,000 




9,460 






229,922 

212 

13,365 


6,710 

1,316,227 





2,860 

37,466 

135,463 


2,914,919 






37,400 

76 


990 


121,000 

1 

550,000 

37,292,607 





2,191 


3,487 

1 

701,800 

... 

8,378,533 








■847,000,000 

••• , j 
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No. 3.— TABLE SHOWING ACREAGE UNDER 
CROPS IN THE 



Sugar. 

Coffee. 

Cotton. 

Cocoa. 

Spicos. 

Martinique 

Acres. 

64,576 

Acres. 

650 

Acres. 

263 

Acres. 

1,635 

Acres. 

Guadaloupe 

65,738 

12,863 

1,213 

1,110 

7 

Ediinion 

96,088 

14,395 

18 

162 

95 

Guianaj . 

38 

1,035 


610 


Nossi Bd 






Mayotte . 

4,493 





Tahiti , 






East Indies 






Oocliin-Oluna 

12,972 


6,327 




No. 4.~(l) TABLE SHOWING NUMBER OF VESSELS 
ENTERED INWARDS IN THE PRINCIPAL 
FRENCH COLONIES IN 1882. 



Proncli Veasela. 

Flying Poreign Flags. 


Number. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Number. 

Tonnagej Crews. 

Martinique . 

395 

137,900 

7,114 

545 

1 "1 

Guadaloupe 

246 

41,973 

2,348 

283 

2 t> S a 

” a 1 3 

Rdunion 

198 

87,724 

4,819 

31 

.IP a cc 

Guiana . . . i 

65 

22,035 

1,198 

32 

^ fJH a § 

1 ° 

Senegal . . 

844 

106,300 

5,736 

102 

i t 11 

St. Pierre and Miquelon 

458 

04,000 

3,617 

1,072 

i 

East Indies . . . 

142 

90,609 

3,627 

461 
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CULTIVATION OF SOME OF THE PRINCIPAL 
FRENCH COLONIES. 


V.inill.1. 

Pepper. 

Tobacco. 

Anatto. 

Sice. 

Vegetables. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

43 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

38,975 



10 

1,078 


28,182 

4,625 

IS 


1,050 


56,775 

... 

18 

1,325 

1,050 

! 

40,390 

5,176 



11,800 


1,715,477 



No. 4— (2) TABLE SHOWING NUMBER OF VESSELS 
CLEARED OUTWARDS IN THE PRINCIPAL 
FRENCH COLONIES IN THE YEAR 1882. 



French Vcs.sel.s. 

Flying Foreign Fl.-xgs. 


Number. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

Number. 

Tomiagcj Crews. 

Martinique . 

409 

130,036 

6,712 

.516 

S 3 .S 

Guadaloupe 

265 

55,577 

2,551 

511 


Eeunion 

Guiana . 

202 

53 

85,481 

18,539 

4,819 

1,004 

31 

30 





i “s 

Senegal . . . 

854 

110,919 

5,919 

106 

^ fi 1 

St. Kerre and Miquelon 

447 

62,538 


i 1,060 


Bast Indies . 

122 

25,915 

2,165 

697 

1 

"o Eh .9 
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No. 5.— TABLE SHOWING THE NATIONALITY OF THB] 
VARIOUS VESSELS THAT CLEARED OUT 
FROM SAIGON (GOOHIN-OHINA) IN 1882. 



Flag. 

Sailing Vessels. 

Steauior.s. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Viduc of 
Cargo. 

Number. 

Tonnage. 

Value of 
Cargo. 

1 

England . 

11 

5,141 


203 

178, .534 


2 

Germany. 

9 

3,580 


62 

52,194 


3 

Franco , 

G 

3,670 


31 

21,150 


4 

Denmark 

2 

478 


15 

13,377 


5 

Holland . 

3 

1,897 


12 

11,539 


0 

Eussia . 

... 



6 

4,763 


7 ■ 

Norway , 

1 

602 


1 

958 


8 

Spain. 




2 

971 j 


9 

United States . 

1 

970 


... 



10 

Siam 

1 

300 





11 

Sweden . 

1 

281 






In tlie above Table are not inchuled Ve-ssels wbicli merely x>ut into Saigon as a 
liort of call. These nnnilicred soiae S3 Steamers, including many Transports for 
China and Tonkin. 


It will be seen from the above that England virtually monopolizes the trade, 
the totals giving — 


English Ships, 214 . . . Tonnage, 183,6715. 
Other FIag.=s, 153 .. . „ 115,230. 




No. 6— TABLE SHOWISa THE VALUE OE THE BXPOKTS AND IMPORTS OE THE 
PEINOIPAl FRENCH COLONIES FOR THE YEAR 1882. 


Appendix, 


3^5 





3i6 


Appendix. 


No. 7.--TA]]LB SHOWING ITEMS OF MILITARY EXPEN- 
DITURE IN FRENCH COLONIES, AND 
NUMBER OF TROOPS EMPLOYED ON 
COLONIAL SERVICE. 



Officers. 

N.C.O.'s 
and Men. 

Total. 

Cost. 

General Staff o£ the Colonies . 

35 

2 

37 

£ 

12,468 

Staff of Engineers and Artillery . 

129 

83 

212 

29,196 

Colonial Gendarmes 

22 

751 

773 

76,602 

Native Artificers for Artillery 

0 

160 

166 

5,402 

Conductors for Magazines 

6 

202 

208 

11,726 

Spaliis ..... 

9 

17S 

187 

9,108 

Disciplinary Troops 

17 

600 

617 

11,390 

Native Troops . . . . 

56 

1,839 

1,895 

37,424 

01)Ock Militia 


42 i 

42 

930 

Commissariat .... 

84 

89 

173 

34,715 

Inscription Maritime 


59 

59 

3,720 

Employes in Magazines . . 


118 

118 

8,787 

Lodging and Firing AllowanceSj 
and otiser Indemnities 

... 



2,302 

Garrison of Algeria . 

1,3-19 

44,321 


2,387,2.53 

,, ,, Tuni.s . 

505 

14,541 


807,080 

,, i, Madaga.scar 

73 

2,900 


348,479 


2,291 

10.5 SS5 


£3,786,482 
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1^0. 8 .— TABLE SHOWINa NUMERICAL STRENGTH OF 
THE INFxiNTRT AND ARTILLERY OF THE MARINE. 



Infantry of the Marine. 

Artillery of the Marine. 


In 

France. 

In 

Colonies. 

TotaL 

In 

France. 

In 

Colonies. 

Total. 

Generals of Division . 

1 


1 

1 


1 

Generals of Brigade 

4 


4 

2 


2 

Colonels .... 

6 

1 

7 

10 


10 

Lieutenant'Oolonels 

9 

5 

14 

5 


5 

Battalion or Squadron Com- 
mand ers 

43 

15 

58 

20 


20 

First Captains 

94 

61 

145 

67 

10 

77 

Soeoad Captains 

93 

47 

140 

23 

6 

29 

Garde Principal, 1st Class 




4 


4 

„ „ 2nd „ . 




15 


15 

First Lieutenants. 

99 

49 

148 

23 

13 

36 

Second ,, . . 

98 

47 

145 

27 

13 

40 

Gardes, 1st Class. 




18 


18 

„ 2nd „ 




25 


25 

„ 3rd ,, . 




33 


33 

Sous-Lieutenants 

110 

83 

193 

25 


25 

Non-Commissioned Officers 
and Artificers . 

2,175 

1,526 

3,701 

1,100 

312 

1,412 

Buglers and Drummers . 

469 

306 

775 

168 

60 

248 

Privat's and Gunners . 

8,522 

6,203 

14,725 

2,491 

1,163 

3,644 


11,123 

8,333 

19,456 

4,057 

1,667 

5,624 


The pay aud allowances of this force amounts to £552,138, and is budgeted 
for in the Ministry of Marine. 




No. 9.— SQITADROITS MAINTAINED IN VARIOUS COLO- 
NIES OTHER THAN THOSE FOR STATE PURPOSES, 
SUCH AS EAST INDIAN, MEDITERRANEAN, CHINA, 
AND AMERICAN SQUxADRONS. 



Number of 
Ships. 

Officers 
and Mon. 

Cost. 

Newfouniilimtl, St. Pierre, and Miquelon . 

3 

SIS 

£ 

54,200 

Tunis 

2 

210 

23,217 

Senegal 

7 

495 

53,695 

West Coast of Africa and Gaboon 

S 

415 

41,060 

Guiana 

2 

127 

16,172 

Tahiti ..... 

6 

203 

33,189 

New Caledonia ..... 

3 

252 

31,181 

Tonkin 

1 

i 11 

1 747 

104,774 

Cochin-China ..... 

2 

387 

48,332 

lldunion 

1 

107 

15,660 

Obock . ' 

1 

82 

5,172 

Algeria 

1 ! 

214 ■ 

10,525 

Tunis 1 

2 

357 

23,217 


49 

4, ISO 

£460,394 



INDEX. 


Abolition of slavery, 9 
Abyssinian Expedition, 259 
Active, ship, caiDtnred by Datertre, 

49 

Addington captured by Dutertre, 

50 

Aden, 253, 261 

Admiral Aplin captured by Snr- 
couf, 48 

Admiral Aube, 254 
Africa, French colonies in, 23 
Agriculture in Senegal, 35; Re- 
union, 57; Nossi Be, 66; Ste, 
Marie de Madagascar, 67 ; 
Mayotte, 72 ; East Indies, 90 ; 
Tahiti, 102 ; Further India, 
129; Martinique, 156; Guada- 
loupe, 186 ; French Guiana, 
200; St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
214 

Aiguillon, Due d’, defeats General 
Bligh, 167 
Ajaccio, 254 
A1 Agni, 31 

Alcrnhni, French frigate, visits Mew 
Caledonia, 104 
Algiers, 274 
Ali Bey, 281 
Ambavatoby, 236 
Amber, Cape, 60 

America. Treaty with Tunis, 273 
Amiens, Peace of, 47 
AmpJdtrite, privateer commanded 
by Lemdnie, 49 


Andriantsoly, Sultan of Mayotte, 
231 

Annam, 254 
Annesley Bay, 260 
Antananarivo, capital of Mada- 
gascar, 229 
Antatsiman, 233 
Antongil, Bay of, 219 
Approuague, Yalley of the, 204 
Arcot, 82 

Arnoux, Monsieur, 233 
Artois, Oomte d’, 268 
Asia, 1 
Assinie, 40 
Aube, Admiral, 264 
Aus]pic,ious, ship, captured by Sur- 
couf, 47 

Australian opposition to Recidivist 
Bill, 106 

Austria. Treaty with Tunis, 273 


Baba Hassa, 270 
Bac Minh taken by French, 121 
Baillie, Colonel, defeated at Perara- 
biikan, 84 

Baird, Sir David, 60 
Bakel, 28 
Baly, Bay of, 233 
„ bombarded, 238 
Banks, Colonial, 17 

„ Fishing, of Newfoundland, 
208 

Barbadoes, 138 


Index. 
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r>arva 0 , Comte de. Expedition 
against Nevis and Montserrat, 
141 

Harrington, (Icueral, 136 
nart1:olmiiew, Island of St. (Guada- 
loune), ISl 

Hasqne (islu>rmen, 207 
Hasse Terrtg Fortress of, bombard- 
ment of, 108 
capital of Guada- 
loupe, 178 

Beaufort, Dulcc of, 268 
Beaubarnuis, General, at Gnada- 
lonpe, 172 

Beaulien, Leroy, on Guiana, l!>l 
„ „ Madagascar, 

Bf'ckwitli, General. Expedition 
against Martinique, 1 to; expc- 
ilition against Giuulaloupe, 175 
Beja, 2.^0 
Bfjapore, 81 
Belle Combe, IL de, 84 
Benyowsbi, •225 
Berber, 260 
Berberab, 260 
Beti, King, 66 

Bicn Hoa ceded to Prance, 110 
Bigot, 7 

Binic, Hai'bour of, 210 
Bizerta, 254< 

Blade, Admiral, 270 
Blanc, Cape, ;)2 
Bligb, Geiitu'al, Defeat of, 1(57 
Boisscret, TiLirquis de, occupied 
Guadaloupe, A.c, 164 
Boniparl, Admiral de, arrival at 
Martinique, 172 

Bonaparte, invasion of Egypt by, 

Bora Bora, !';• 

BuuetAVillaumez, 38 
iSongainville vi.sits Taliiti, 96 
nouille, Marquis de, 140 
Buulais, l>e, Governor of Reunion, 
51 


Boulanger, 290 

Bounties to Prench fishermen, 211 
Bourbon, see Reunion, 42 
Bourdonnais, La, visits Madagascar, 
225 

Bourg, Captain du, 2’22 
Bourqnenay, Yiscomto de, 258 
Braganza, House of, in Brazil, 195 
Braitbwaite captures rondicberry, 
86 

Brazil, 195 
Breart* General, 283 
Breton fisbermen, 207 
Brieuc, Sf., Harbonr of, 210 
Brittany, Pisbing ileets of, 210 
Buccaneora, 185, 162 
Budgets of Colonies, 308 
Buffs, the gallantry of, at Guada- 
loupo, 170 

Burgundy, Duke of, 268 

Caledonia, New, see New Caledonia 
Calvinists. Settlement in Martin- 
ique, 185 

Oampenon’s scheme for Colonial 
Army, 290 
Canada, 8 

Canh Dziie, Prince, 114 
Cape Antougil, 

„ Blanc Lighthouse, 214 
„ Breton, 

„ of Good Hope, 
Captaius-General, 9 
Caribbean Islands, 162 
Sea, 162 

Oarron, 77 
Carthage, 267 

Cartier, Jacques, visits Newfound- 
land, 3 

Casa des Navires, 136 
Cast, St., British defeat at, 167 
Cayenne, capital of Prench Guiana, 
193 

„ captured by the Allies, 
195 

Genturioji, 45 
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Cei’ne, 218 

Ohallemel-Lacour and the Eecidi- 
vist Bill, 106 

Chanderuagore, 80, et seq. 

Chandoc oedpd to France, 119 
Charles VI. of France, 268 
„ V., 269 

„ King, of Sicily, in Tunis, 
267 

Charm ea, Gabriel, 293 
Cliarnier, Admiral, conducts opera- 
tions in Cochin-China, 118 
Charpentier, M., 220 
Cherbourg, Attack on, defeated, 167 
China, 119 

Chinese trade with Madagascar, 218 
Choa, 70 

Choiseul, Duo de. Attempt to im- 
prove condition of Guiana, 194 
Christophe, St., Island of, 133 
Christopher Columbus. Martinique, 
133 ; Guadaloupe, 162 
Glarisse, privateer, 47 
Olavering at Guadaloupe, 172 
Clermont, Comte de, 268 
Clive, Lord, 82 

Cloves introduced into Guiana, 202 
Cochin-China, 114 
Cochrane, Sir Thomas. Expedition 
against Martinique 145 ; expe- 
dition against Guadaloupe, 176 
Oodrington, General. Descent on 
Guadaloupe, 166 

Colbert founds second East India 
Company, 42 

„ Great Company of 

the West Indies, 
164 

Golibri, French frigate, 61 
Colonial Army, 288 
„ Assembly, 11 
,, Banks, 17 
„ Civil Service, 12 

„ Commissions, 10 

„ Constitutions, 10, 11 
„ Defences, 288 


Colonies in Africa, 2 
„ America, 2 

„ Asia, 1 

„ Pacific, 2 

Commerce of Senegal, 35 ; Eeunion, 
57 ; Mossi Be, 65 ; Ste. Marie 
de Madagascar, 67; Mayotte, 
72 ; East Indies, 91 ; Tahiti, 
102; Mew Caledonia, 112; 
Further India, 129; Mar- 
tinique, 157; Guadaloupe, 188 ; 
French Guiana, 204; St, Pierre 
and Miquelon, 215 
Commission Ooloniale, 10 
Comores Islands, 239 
Conipagnie de la Nacelle de St. 
Pierre fleurdelisee, 4 ; de Mor- 
hihan, 5 

Compagnie des lies de St. Oliris- 
tophe, de la Barbade, et autres 
a I’entrde du Perou, 133, 162, 
163 

Goneord, H.M.S., captures Lemfime, 
49 

Gonfiance, privateer, 47; H.M.S., 
195 

Conseils Coloniales, 10 
„ Oontentieux, 10 
„ Gendrals, 11 
„ Privea, 1 0 
Ooiisortees, 211 

Cooke, Captain, discovers New 
Caledonia, 94 
Coote, Sir Eyre, 83 
Copper mines of New Caledonia, 
111 

Corhigny, de, 243 
Cornwallis, Admiral, 86 
Corsica, 271 

Oo.sraao retakes Diamond Rock,! 45 
Gossigny, de, visits Madaga.sear, 
225 

Oouedae, du, 137 
Ooime?-, French ship. 45 
Credit Foncier Colonial, 21 
Croix, St., French settlement in, 4 
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Oninip, OoloTU'l. Smnre of St. 

Anne and St. Francis, 172 
Orasades, 267 
( French sliip, 45 


T>ahon, dis 

DalhouHie, Lord, appointed {gover- 
nor of ATartiniqiie. 143 
Dalmond, Monsieur, 230 
Darvoy, MouKienr, 236 
Dauphin, Fort, Madagascar, 221 
David Fort, 8t., 82 
Dehrisay, General, Death of, 171 
Deni;;, St., 5.o 

Denninrk. Treaty with Tunis, 273 
Dt.'rhv, Fad of, and Recidivist Bill, 

iuc; 

Ite.sirade, Ldand of, Gnadaloupe, 
ISO 

Device.ttidi ca]»tnred hy Lally, 82 
1 )eyK of 'rn nis, 270 
iJiamnrid Eoch taken by British, 
1 j.J 

JHiiinti, The, captured hy Siircouf, 
46 

Dieppe, 210 

Dillon, (fount, landed in Grenada, 
Ik) 

H.ir.S,, 45 
Dire(!!ory. d’he, 105 
1 iuniingo. Si., snecessfnlly defended 
agaittsi French, 140 
Don .I ntm of Austria, 269 
./t7/od,'rhe,2n'> 

1 kiguay-'l'n'iiiit, 43 
Duni.as, AL, Governor of Lsle of 
i’rauce, 225 

Duiid.'is, General, at Gnadaloupe, 
17t 

lOunkerqnc, 2ti7 
JJen/or7a.w>,The,224 
1 iiipetit-l'honars. Admiral, annexe.s 
llivana. i'5; overhearing con- 
duct in Ddifti, 96 
l)u['leix’ !£uece.syes in India, 82 


Duplessia, Monsienr. Expedition 
against Guadaloupe, 163 
Duprd, Admiral, 245 
Dupuis, M,, in Tonkin, 120 
Duranton, 30 

Durocher, M., Jesnit Missionary, 
225 : , 

Dutch, The. Arrival in Guadaloupe, 
165; settlements in Madagas- 
car, 219 

Dutertre, M., his successes as a 
privateer, 4.9 

Duval, Jules, on Guiana, 192; on 
Aladagasear, 225 
Dzaoudzi, 70 


East India Companies include 
Manritins, Bourbon, and Ma- 
dagascar, 42; early Compa- 
nies, 74 

East Indies, French settlements in 
— First Fi’ench Expedition to, 
76; Oarron’s attempt, 77; Mar- 
tin assumes power, 78 ; worsted 
by Dutch, 79; founds Pondi- 
cherry, 79; Mahe founded by 
Labourdounais, 81; early wars 
of French and Englishin India, 
82; Madras captured by 
French, 82 ; English capture 
Pondicherry, 83 ; population of 
French colonies, 86; adminis- 
tration, 88; agriculture, 90 ; 
industries and commerce, 91 ; 
finanee.s, 93 

Edrisi. Yisifc to Madagascar, 218 

Education in Senegal, 35 ; Re- 
union, 56 ; Mo.ssi Be, 65 ; Ste, 
Marie de Afadagascar, 67 ; 
Alayotte, 71 ; East Indies, 89 ; 
Tahiti, 101 ; FTew Caledonia, 
110; Further India, 128; Mar- 
tinique, 152; Guadaloupe, 185 ; 
French Guiana, 198; St. Pierre 
and Aliquelon, 214 
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Edward I. Arrival off Oape Car- 
thage, 267 
Eiao, 98 

Eighty-sixth Regiment at capture 
of Reunion, 62 
Ellis, Rev. Mr., 236 
Elmina, 3 

Emigration to Kew Caledonia en- 
couraged, 111 
Emile, privateer, 46 
Emperor Napoleon, 117 
Em^^eror of China, 119 
English successes in India, 83; 

capture Pondicherry, 84 
Ernouf, General, at Guadaloupe, 
176 

Esnambuc, Monsieur, authorized to 
develop "West Indies, 6; took 
possession of Martinique, 133; 
fitted out expedition to conquer 
Guadaloupe, 162 
Estr6e, d’ Admiral, 270 
Etriel, Chevalier d’. Heroic defence 
of Basse Terre and Island of 
Guadaloupe, 170 
Exmoulh, Loi'd, 275 
Expenditure in Colonies, how regu- 
lated, 13; tables ofi see Appen- 
dices. 

Eaidherbe, Colonel, his achieve- 
ments in Senegal, 30 
Ealeuia River, 28 
Fans, The, 39 
Eantin, 3 

Earquhar, Sir Robert, Governor of 
Mauritius, 227 
Faulkner, OaiRain, 142 
Febvrier-Despointes takes posses- 
sion of New Caledonia, 104 
Fecamp, 210 

Ferry and Recidivist Bill, 105; 

policy in Madagascar, 251 
Fever, General, 230 
Fifth Fusileers. Gallantry at St. 
Domingo, 140 


Finances of Senegal, 36 ; Reunion, 
59 ; Nossi Be, 65 ; Ste, Mario 
de Madagascar, 68 ; Mayotte, 
72 ; East Indies, 92 ; Tahiti, 
103: New Caledonia, 113; 
Further India, 131; Martin- 
ique, 189 ; Guadaloupe, 189 ; 
French Guiana, 206; St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, 216 
Financial officers, 16 
Finaz, Father, 233, 235 
Fishing fleet of Brittany, 210 
Flacourt, de, Governor of Madagas- 
car, 222 
Fomhoni, 239 
Foncier Oreclit, 21 
Foncin, Monsieur. Estimate of 
Guiana, 191 
Ponta Djalon, 33 
Forgeinol, General, 281 
Port Louis, Guadaloupe, captured 
by British, 170 

Porty-thirdRegioient. Guadaloupe, 
174 

Poulepointe, 226, 228 
Fournier, M., concludes peace with 
China, 122 

France, Isle de, blockaded by Eng- 
lish, 45 

Fraser, Colonel, at Reunion, 52 
Preemantle, Admiral, 274 
Fi'ench. The Navy opposed to Re- 
publicanism, 44 

French privateer successes against 
English commerce, 44 
Further India, 114; annexation of 
eastern portion by French, 122 ; 
agriculture, 129; trade, lol ; 
finance, 132 

Gabes, 268 
Gahoni, 39 
Gaboon, 38 
Galam, 26 

Gallas, Soudanese tribe, 257 
Gambier islands, 99 
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('.'larlios, rjonl, at Giiadalonpe, 17-1< 
Garnicr iu Aladiij'ascar, 248 
„ Tonkin, 120 
< Jarnier, Mount, I 08 
Citirrisoiis of Senegal, 37; Martin- 
ique, loO; Guaclaloupe, 190; 
.Frt'iicli Guiana, 206 
George III., 272 
Gia Dinh ceded to France, 119 
Gialong, King ofGoohin-Glmia,116 
Goa, 219 
Godavery, 81 
G ileunda, 78 

Gold in French Guiana, 204- 
Goletta, 269 

Gnmievillo, Paulmier de, visits 
Africa, 3 

Coo-tYnoi' Forth, The, 49 
Govornors-General, 7 
Grand Tlassain, 33 
Grant, GcMicral, 139 
Grauvillo, 210 

„ Earl, on useless protes- 
tations, 97 , 251 

Grasse de, Admiral, commanded ex- 
pedition against British West 
India, 140 

Grenada given up to British, 139; 
surrendered by Lord Macart- 
ney to I'rench, 140 
Gvt-nobie, 77 

Grey, Sir G, Expedition again.st 
Martiniqno, 142; expedition 
aLrainst Guadaloupe, 174 
( Ir-ts Monie, 15q 

(.Oia-lnlonpe, lf!2; early occiifKition, 
162; depart'd a Eoyal pos- 
session, ; arrival of Dutch 
refngi.-es, 165; occupied by 
British, lt>6; outbreak of war, 
167; British attack on, 168; 
heroism of French, 170 ; sur- 
rendered to British, 172; retro- 
ceded to France, 173; civil 
war, 173; retaken by British, 
ITl; retaken by French, 175; 


recaptnred by British, 176; 
ceded to Sweden, 177 ; final 
cession to France, 177 ; topo- 
graphy, 177; Grande Terre, 
178; population, 132 ; immigra- 
tion, 183 ; police, 183 ; govern- 
ment and administration, 183 ; 
education, 185; clergy, 186; 
public works, 186 ; cultivation, 
186; commerce, 188; finance, 
189 ; taxation and garrison, 190 
Guiana, 191 ; present condition, 
191; discovery and settlement, 
192 ; captured by allied British 
and Portuguese ; 195 ; re- 
stored to France, 196 ; popula- 
tion, 197 ; education, 198 ; 
government and administra- 
tion, 198; justice, 199; public 
•works, 199 ; agriculture, 200 ; 
arboriculture, 203 ; cattle-rais- 
ing, 203; gold-mining, 203; 
commerce, 204 ; finance, 206 ; 
garrison and defence, 206 
Gulf of Aden, 256 

Haidar Ali, 83 
Haiphong, 260 
Hauka, 98 

Hanoi captured by French, 121 
Han Tien ceded to France, 119 
Hapou, 98 

Harcourt, Gomte d’, visits New 
Caledonia, 104 

Harcourt, General. Capture of 
Guadaloupe, 176 
Harmaiid, 127 
Hatutoii, 98 
Haviland, General, 139 
Haye, de la. Expedition to Mada- 
gascar, 224 
Helle, Admiral, 61 
Helleville, 65 

Henri IV. encourages Colonial 
policy, 3; grants patents to 
Governors-General of Canada 
and East Indies, 8 
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Hermitage, ship, 76 
Higginsoii, Governor, 237 
Highlanders’ capture of Fort Louis, 
170; of Petit Bourg, Goyave, 
and St. Mary’s, 172 
Eirondelle, The, commanded by 
Lem e me, 48 

Hislop, General. Capture of Guada- 
loupe, 176 

Hivaoa annexed by French, 95, 
98 

Hobson, General. Attack on Mar- 
tinique, 136; attack on Guada- 
loupe, 168; death of, 171 
Holland. Treaty with Tunis, 273 
Holy Land. The, 266 
Hood, Admiral. Engagements 
with de Grasse, 141 ; blockade 
of Fort Eoyal, 144 
Honailon, 109 

Houet, M., aided Marquis de 
Boisseret to occupy Gua da- 
loupe, 164 

Houssain Ben Ali, 271 
Hovas, The, 227 
Hubertsberg, Treaty of, 189 
Hue bombarded and captured by 
French, 121 ; Treaty of, 122 
Huguenot Emigres. Flight from 
Cayenne, 193 

Hugues, Yictor. Attempt to re- 
conquer West Indian Islands 
for France, 143 ; defeats 
British at Guadaloupe, 175; 
gallant defence of Cayenne, 195 

Industries of East Indies, 91 
Intenduuts, Abuses by, 7 
Iron mines in Hew Caledonia, 
111 

Islands in the Pacific, 94 
Isle of Dogs Lighthouse, 214 

Jacques Cartier, The, 46 
Java, 3 


Java Company, 3 
Jean Bart, The, 45 
Jean de Luz, Saint, harbour of 
the Basque Provinces, 209 
Jervis, Sir J. Expedition against 
Martinique, 142 ; Guadaloupe, 
1 74 

Jesuit Missionaries. In Martin- 
ique, 134 ; in Madagascar, 
225; in the Comores Islands, 
239 

Jews. Flight from Cayenne, 193 
Johnstone, Captain, in Madagas- 
car, 250 
Jongoni, 70 
Jouea, Pere, 238 

Justice in Senegal, 33; Reunion, 
56; Hossi Be, 64; Ste. Marie 
de Madagascar, 67 ; Mayotte, 
71; East Indies, 88; Tahiti, 
101 ; Hew Caledonia, 109 ; 
Further India, 128; Mar- 
tinique, 150 ; Guadaloupe, 
183; French Guiana, 199; St. 
Pierre and Miquelon, 213 

ICalarun, 79 
Kanala, 109 
Karikal, 81 

Keatinge, Colonel, at descent on 
Reunion; capture of Rodri- 
guez, 61 ; of Bourbon, 52 
Kef, 280 

Kent, The, captured by Surcouf, 
47 

Khairwan, 284 
Khamirs, The, 282 
Khasso, 30 

Kitts, St., tahen by French, 141 
Koeni, 70 
Kburou River, 194 
Kroumirs, 279 

Laborde, Monsieur, 233 
j La Bourdonnuis’ successes in India, 
82 


Lally-Tollendal besieges Madras, 
82 ; defeated by Sir Eyre 
Oootc, Bd 

Lambert, Henri, in Oboclc, 257 
Lambeit, Monsieur, in Madagascar, 

Laitierre, Admiral, bombards Tou- 
rane, 117 
Lastelle, de, 233 
Laurent, St., 219 
Lanmit, Bf., The, 221 
Lavigerie, Cardinal, 275 , 

Lenierae, the Corsair, 43 ; liis suc- 
cesse.s, 48 
Leroy, 221 

Lesseps, Mi)nsiear de, 258 
Loans oontrueted by colonies must 
first receive Miui.sieriul sanc- 
tion, 15; by colonial banks, how 
rir.'^trictcd, .1 9. 

Local Budgets, how adjusted, 14 
I/oit'd, The, 24ti 

Louis, Saint, oilers shelter to pri- 
vateers, 43 
Loim, St., The, 220 
Loyalty Isles, 104 
Lucia, Isle of St., given up to 
British, 139; surrendered to 
French, 140 

Macartney, Lord, 140 
iMaeXiiir, (blonel. Taking of Fort 
Ccorgc, 1 lii 
Madagascar, 217 
Magdiila, 2(!0 

'Mahoinedaiis in the Comores 
Islands, 2::i> 

I',!'ahorued-es-.'^tidib, 277 
M.-ihdi A1 Agui, 30 
Malidi of xiiartouui, 257 
Make, 81 

iMaithuid, G-enerak Eecapture of 
i\rsirtiiiiqm‘, 146 
iMalacea, 3 

ALihirtie, Governor of Mauritius, 


Mallesou’s History of the Frencli 
in India, 81 

Malo, St., home of privateers, 43 ; 

fishing fieets of, 210 
Malouet, M., visits Cayenne, 194 
Malrousse, 49 

Mangafiala, Madagascar, 221 
Mangles, captured by Surcouf, 48 
Marco Polo. Beference to Mada- 
gascar, 218 

Marie Galaute, Island of, 179 
Marie, Ste., de Madagascar, 66, 228 
Marines. Capture of Fort Louis, 
170 

Marlborough, Duke of, defeated at 
St. Malo, 167 
Maroni lliver, Guiana, 191 
Marquesas Isles, 94-, 98 
Martin, St., Island of, ISO 
Martin’s gallant conduct in India, 
78 ; founds I’ondicherry, 79 
Martinique, 133; population, 148; 
government and administra- 
tion, 148; finance, 150; jus- 
tice, 150; education, 152; 
public works, 154; cultivation, 
156; commerce, 157 ; taxation, 
159 

Mascarenhas discovers Eeunion, 42 

Mas.sowah, 259 

Masulipatara, 80 

Matara, 31 

Maures, 28 

Maurice, Lieutenant. Defence of 
Diamond Eock, 145 
Mauritius, Island of, 218 
Mayotte annexed by French, 69 ; 

population, 70 ; commerce, 71 
Mazarin, 76 

Meadows, General. Fleroic defence 
of St. Domingo, 140 
Medina, 30. 

Mediterranean, Tunis key of, 264 
Mehala Eiver, 233 
Meilleraye, Duke de la, takes 
possession of Madagascar, 222 
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Melgund, Lord, 52 

Melville, Major, gallantry of, 171 

Menntliia, 218 

MicawhijJYh.e, captured by Surcouf, 
47 ■ 

Mindanao discovers Tahiti, 94 
Mines in New Caledonia, 111 
Minb Mang, King of Coebin- 
China, 116 

Minto, Lord, organizes expedition 
to reduce Isles of I’rance and 
Bourbon, 51 

Miquelon, Island of, 207 ; early 
occupation, 207; taken by 
English, 208; fishing fl.eets of, 
209; population, 212; justice, 
213; education, public works, 
and agriculture, 214; com- 
merce, 215 ; finance, 216 
Mohely, 239 

Moudevergue, de. Expedition to 
Madagascar, 223 

Monkton, General. Expedition 
against Martinique, 138 
Montague, Admiral, at St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, 208 
Montcalm, General, 8 
Montmorency, Comte de, 267 
Montserrat taken by French, 141 
Moore, Commodore. Martinique, 
136; Guadaloupe, 168 
Morea, 99 

Morne Tarau^on, 136 
Morocco, 273, 286 
Motani, 98 
Motiiitu, 98 

Moule, Port of, Guadaloupe, 179 
Mount Gamier, 138 
Mmiro captures Pondicherry, 84 
Murray, Lord. Capture of Fort 
Louis, 170 

Mytho ceded to France, 119 

Napoleon the Great, 273 
„ the Third, 277 
Navarre, King of, 267 


Necker, 194 

Nemours, Comte de, 267 

Nevis, Island of, taken by French, 
141 

New Caledonia, 94; details of 
colony, 103 

Neia Endeavour, ship, captured by 
Surcouf, 48 

Newfoundland visited by Cartier, 
3 ; fisheries, 208 

Nickel mines in New Caledonia, 
111 

Niger to be connected with Sene- 
gal, 32 

Ninetieth Regiment, 147, 176 

Ninety-third Regiment at capture 
of Guadaloupe, 174 

Normandy, Fishing fleets of, 210 

Nossi Be occupied by French, 60 ; 
annexation by Captain Passot, 
61 ; rising of natives, 62 ; 
government, 64; commerce, 65 

Nossi Faly, 301 

Noukahive annexed by France, 
95, 98 

Noumea, Terrible condition of, 105 


Obock. Situation, 266 ; population 
and climate, 257; French con- 
nection, 257; natural wealth, 
259; commercial and military 
value, 261 
Oceania, 94 

Olive, Colonel, commanded expedi- 
tion against Guadaloupe, 163 
Onegoa, 109 

Orient, The, captured by Surcouf, 
48 

Orinoco, 193 

Osborne, Captain, blockades the 
Isle of France, 45 
Osyevas, 39 
Ouala, 28 
Onaloo, 27 
0 ulema, 28 
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Pacific, Islancis iti the, 04 
.rakenha,tn, Colonel. Capture of | 
ThIc de ItamievH, I'lG ! 

Pardaillan captnrcB Mahe, 81 
Parmia, Lake, 20- 1- 
Pa.s.snt, Captain, annexes Hossi Be, 
m,2:ii 

Patonhonkon, 98 
■Patonhiva, 98 
Pdlissicr, jiTarahal, 2(10 
Pnvrinm, The, captured by Surcouf, 
'46 

PeramhukaTi, Ool. Baillie defeated 
at, 84 
Perim, 2;'i4 
Pcrle, The, 2:10 
Peron, Id;! 

Persian trade with Madagascar, 
218 

Pluihol, 218 

Philastre, in Tonkin, 120, 127 
Philip the Hardy, King of Prance, 
in Tunis, 267 
Piarnpol, H,arhonr of, 210 
Pichegru exiled to Cayenne, 194 
Pierre, Admiral, 250 
Pierre, St., and Miquelon. Early oc- 
cupation, &c., 207 ; fishing in- 
dustry, 200 ; population, 212 ; 
jii.stice, 2i;i; education, public 
works and agrieulture, 214; 
commerce, 215 ; finance, 216 
I’ien-e, St„ capital of Martinique, 
attacked by British, 130 
'Pigneau de Behaine, Aiews on value 
of Coclun-China to Prance, 
114 

Pine islanrl.y, 104 
Pl.'ite, Sniute, Lighthon.«ip, 214 
]’]in\^ Knowledge of Madagascar, 
218 

Potior, 20 

Point nauphin, 221 
Point tie Kogro, 136 
l’uinte-!i Pitre, chief town of Grande 
Terre, Guadaloupe, 178 


Poivre, M., 202 
Polo, Marco, 218 

Pomare, King of Tahiti, cedes his 
kingdom to the French, 97 
Pondicherry, 79 

Population of Senegal, 34 ; B.o- 
union, 53; Hossi Be, 64; Ste. 
Marie de Madagascar, 67 ; 
Mayotte, 70; East Indies, SO; 
Tahiti, 99 ; New Caledonia, 
108; Further India, 124; Mar- 
tinique, 148; Guadaloupe, 182; 
French Guiana, 197 ; St. Pierre 
and Miquelon, 212 
Porta Farina bombarded, 270 
Port Dauphin, 219 
Port Eoyal attacked by British, 136 
Portuguese. B,ediscovery of Mada- 
gascar, 219 
Pothau, Admiral, 127 
Potier, his success as a Corsair, 50 
Pre(3eptenrs des Contributions, 17 
Freed y, 143 

Prevost, General Sir George. Re- 
capture of Martinique, 146 
Princa de Momhany, Lemfime cap- 
tured in, 48 
Prineesfi Itoyal, 49 
Pritchard, Consul in Tahiti, 96 
Pronis, de, founds colony in Mada- 
gascar, 220 

Protestantism, a Jesuit missionary’s 
views on, 229. 

Ptolemy. Knowledge of Mada- 
gascar, 218 

Public works in Senegal, 33 ; B.e- 
nnion, 56; Tahiti, 101; New 
Caledonia, 110 ; Further India, 
129; Martinique, 154; Gunda- 
loupe, 186 ; French Guiana, 199; 
St. Pierre and Miquelon, 214 

Radama L, King of Madagascar, 

227 

Radama II., King of Madaga.scar, 
240 
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Eaiateia, 99 

Ionization of Guiana, 192 ; es- 


Eaivavai, 99 „ 

tablishment of La Societe 


Eakoto, Prince of Madagascar, 235 

d’ Orient, 220 


Eambodo, 244 

Eigault de Genouilly captures 
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